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popularity  which  his  rivals  and  antagonifts 
could  not  injure,  nor  yet  attain  for  them- 
felves.     He  had  already  made  numerous 
conquefts  in  the  Cote-Droit,  without  lofing 
much  in  the  Cote-Gauche.    A  member  of 
the  Department,  Commander  of  a  battalion 
of  the  National    Guard,    and  powerfully 
aided  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Civil  Liil, 
he  united  all  the  means  of  influence  and  of 
credit  which  he  needed,  to  combat,  with 
immenfe  advantage,  the  Factious,  whom  he 
wifhed  to  overturn ;  and  he  was  going  to 
begin  his  attack,   when   he  was  himfelf 
feized  with  the  diforder  which  carried  him 
to  his  grave.    His  death  at  this  period  was 
the  moft  fatal  event  for  the  King.    All  the 
hopes  his  Majefty  had  grounded  on  the  exe- 
cution of  Mirabeau's  plan,  died  with  him. 
There  was  no  man  left  in  any  party  fit  to 
condua  fuch  an  enterprife  with  the  leafl 
probability  of  fuccefs.    It  was  therefore  ne- 
cefTary  to  renounce  it,  and  to  think  of  other 
means  of  fafety. 

The  King's  refidence  in  the  Capital  be- 
came daily  more  hateful  to  him,  on  account 
of  the  fcandalous  and  violent  fcenes  which 
pafTed  before  his  eyes,  and  which  he  had  no 
power  to  reprefs.     The  execution  of  the 

^  2  civil 
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civil  conftitution  of  the  Clergy  was  the  pre- 
text for  them.  The  populace,  who  had  af- 
fumed  the  fupreme  executive  power,  in 
that  bufinefs,  excrcifed  it  with  as  much  in- 
decency as  brutahty.  The  faithful  priefts, 
now  defcribed  by  the  term  refraElory,  were 
every  where  purfued  and  infulted.  Mobs, 
carrying  rods,  forced  open  the  doors  of  the 
convents  in  fervice  time,  and  with  a  feroci- 
ous pleafure  whipped,  not  only  the  nuns  but 
alfo  all  the  women  who  went  to  thofe  cha- 
pels from  the  pious  defire  of  uniting  their 
prayers  with  thofe  of  a  prieft  who  had  not 
taken  the  new  oath. 

M.  de  Lejfart,  the  Minifter  of  the  Inte- 
rior, wrote  a  very  energetic  letter  on  this  oc- 
cafion  to  the  Diredory  of  the  Department. 

If  this  licentioufnefs,'*  faid  he,  **  be  not 
*'  repreffed;  if  at  every  event,  at  every  cir- 
*'  cumftance;  if  in  the  Capital,  under  the 

eyes  of  the  King  and  of  the  National 

Aflembly,  fuch  exceffes  are  to  be  repeat- 
**  ed,  there  will  in  fad  be  neither  liberty 
**  nor  fecurity,  and  the  Conftitution  will 

never  be  eftablifhed.    It  is,  therefore,  in 

the  name  of  the  Conftitution  itfelf,  in 
"  the  name  of  order,  and  for  the  honour  of 

the  Government,  that  the  King  enjoins 

**  you 
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*'  you  to  employ  the  prompted  and  the 
"  fureft  means  to  caufe  the  authors  of  thefe 
"  crimes  to  be  profecuted  and  punifhed." 

Inftead  of  executmg  an  order  fo  reafona- 
ble,  the  Diredtory  of  the  Department,  im- 
proving upon  the  civil  Conftitution  of  the 
Clergy,  entered  into  a  refolution,  by  which 
they  ordered,  that  only  the  parifh  churches 
fhould  be  open  to  the  public  j  that  in  each 
of  them  fhould  be  a  lay-overfeer,  charged 
with  the  care  and  order  of  the  church,  vef- 
try,  &c.  &c.  and  whofe  particular  duty  it 
fhould  be  to  prevent  any  ecclefiaftical  func- 
tions from  being  exercifed  in  the  faid 
churches  by  any  other  than  the  public  eccle- 
fiaftical  functionaries  paid  by  the  Nation, 
appointed  to  each  of  the  faid  churches,  and 
whofe  names  fhould  be  infcribed  upon  a 
table,  placed  for  that  purpofe  at  the  door  of 
the  veftry ;  or  other  priefls  provided  with  a 
licence  from  the  Bifliop,  examined  and  al- 
lowed by  the  Clergyman  of  the  parifh,  and 
renewed  every  three  months  *.    It  was  or^ 

dered 

*  This  arrangement  was  not  modified  till  the  7th  of 
May  following,  when  the  Decree  pafled,  which  de- 
clares, that  the  not  taking  the  oath  prefcribed  by  the 

B  3  Decree 
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dered  by  the  fame  decifion,  that  all  the  other 
churches  and  chapels  in  Paris  fliould  be 
(hut  in  twenty-four  hours,  except  the  cha- 
pels of  the  charity-houfes  and  prifons,  col- 
leges, feminaries,  and  convents  of  nuns, 
cloiflered  and  not  fupprefTed,  which  chapels 
fhould  be  only  for  the  private  ufe  of  the 
faid  houfes,  without  being  in  any  cafe  open  to 
the  public,  and  the  duty  of  which  fhould  be 
performed  only  by  ecclefiaftics,  who  Ihould 
obtain  for  the  purpofe  a  particular  autho- 
rity from  the  Bifliop  of  Paris,  examined  by 
the  parifli  minifter. 

The  Municipality,  in  their  Proclamation, 
contented  themfelves  with  forbidding  all  ci- 
tizens from  riotoufly  affembling  before  the 
houfes  and  churches  of  religious  communi- 
ties, and  from  committing  any  excelTes 
againft  any  perfon  whatfoever,  threatening 
to  denounce  to  the  tribunals  whoever  fhould 
be  taken  in  a  mob,  or  in  the  ad:  of  making 
a  riot.  -But  thefe  menaces  not  being  accom- 
panied by  any  procefs  againfl  fuch  as  had  al- 

Decree  of  the  28th  of  March,  fliould  not  be  objeded 
againft  any  ecclefiaftic  prefenting  himfelf  to  fay  mafs 
in  any  parochial  church,  chapel  of  cafe,  or  National 
private  chapel. 

ready 
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ready  been  guilty  of  thofe  crimes,  the  po- 
pulace only  laughed  at  them,  and  renewed 
thofe  atrocious  fcenes,  the  fufFering  which 
to  go  unpunifhed,  proved  but  too  clearly 
that  it  was  much  lefs  the  liberty  of  divine 
worfhip  than  its  deftrudion  that  was  aimed 
at,  through  the  annihilation  of  the  Catholic 
worfKip. 

The  AlTembly,  occupied  with  the  new 
organization  of  the  miniftry,  and  the  bare- 
faced denunciation  of  Bonjour  the  clerk, 
againfi:  M.  de  Fleurieu,  the  Minifter  of  . 
Marine,  feemed  to  pay  no  attention  to  thefe 
anti-religious  commotions.  They  accorded 
but  too  well  with  their  views  for  them  to 
order  any  profecution  tending  to  ftop^  their 
courfe.  They  might  befides  be  afraid  of 
expofuig  the  condu6t  of  thofe  among  their 
members  who  had  been  the  principal  infti- 
gators  of  thefe  crimes,  which  were  often 
dire6ted  againft  the  King  himfelf,  in  refped: 
to  his  Chapel,  an  attempt  being  made  to 
compel  him  to  fuffer  the  fervice  to  be  per- 
formed by  Conftitutional  priefts.  This 
counfel,  or  rather  this  order,  was  given  to 
him  with  a  fhamelefs  infolence,  fometimes 
by  the  journalifts,  fometimes  by  the  voci- 
ferators  among  the  groups  alTembled  under 

B  4  the 
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the  windows  of  the  Palace.  M.  de  la 
Fayette,  at  this  period^  meeting  M.  de  la 
Porte,  Intendant  of  the  Civil  Lift,  in  the 
King's  Cabinet,  afked  him  if  his  Majefty 
was  employed  in  the  new  arrangement  of  his 
Houfehold.  *'  For,"  faid  he,  fmiling,  "  the 
**  King  has  about  him  only  thofe  eccle- 

fiaftics  who  are  in  our  eyes  fchifmatics. 

Tell  me,'*  continued  he  in  the  fame 
tone,  "  Does  the  King's ,  confcience  lie  in 
*'  the  Department  of  the  Council  or  in  that 
^*  of  the  Civil  Lift?  I  aik,  becaufe  the 
*^  news  is,  tha|  he  is  about  to  change  his 
**  confeflbr*. 

All  thefe  indignities  only  ferved  to  con- 
firm the  King  in  his  defign  of  going  to 
Montmedi,  and  his  laft  letters  to  M.  de 
Bouille  fixed  the  time  for  the  end  of  April 
or  beginning  of  May.  M.  de-Montmorin  not 
having  been  made  acquainted  with  this  plan, 
had  thought  of  another,  much  more  wifely 
combined  in  all  its  parts,  and  which,  with- 
out hazarding  the  dignity  of  the  King,  or 
the  {■2iit{Y  of  his  perfon,   by  the  incon- 

*  M.  de  la  Porte's  leUer  to  the  King,  dated  the  19th 
of  March  1791,  found  in  the  iron  prefs,  and  reported 
in  the  third  colle6lion  of  thofe  papers,  No.  Ixxxiv. 

venience 
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venience  and  dangers  of  a  clandeftine  flight, 
prefented  a"  certain  profped:  of  the  mofl 
gentle  and  advantageous  Counter-Revolution 
that  could  reafonably  be  defired.  The  plan 
was  this  : 

M,  de  Montmorin,  who  fecretly  kept  up 
a  daily  correfpondence  with  the  Count  de 
Mercy,  was  to  commiffion  him,  on  the  part 
of  the  King,  to  invite  the  Emperor  to  form, 
as  foon  as  polfible,  a  feigned  coalition  with 
the  Empire,  Pruffia,  Ruffia,  Spain,  and  the 
Kings  of  Naples  and  Sardinia,  to  declare, 
but  not  make  a61:ual  war  againft  France. 

This  coalition  once  formed  were  to  pub- 
liih  a  manifefto,  the  chief  grounds  of 
which,  pointed  out  in  the  plan,  fhould  be 
the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the  Princes 
who  had  poiTellions  in  France,  and  the  com- 
mon intereft  of  all  the  Powers,  to  ftop  a 
Revolution,  the  principles  and  manoeuvres 
of  which  tended  to  nothing  lefs  than  the 
fubveriion  of  all  the  Governments  of 
Europe. 

At  the  precife  period  in  which  this  mani- 
fefto  was  to  be  publillied,  the  Emperor,  the  i 
Kings  of  Pruffia,  Spain,  and  Sardinia,  were 
each  to  put  his  army  in  motion,  "and  order 
it  to  approach  the  frontiers  of  France,  by 

fhort 
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fliort  marches,  under  pretence  of  wait- 
ing the  afTembling  the  troops  of  the  other 
Powers,  but,  in  fad:,  to  give  the  King  time 
to  prepare  the  different  meafures  in  the  in- 
terior, which  were  to  concur  in  the  fuccefs 
of  the  plan. 

Thefe  meafures  confifted  efTentially  in  ne- 
gleding  nothing  to  augment  the  King's  po- 
pularity, and  to  undermine  that  of  all  the 
Fadious  ;  to  endeavour,  by  every  pofTible 
means,  to  influence  the  Affembly  and  the 
Galleries,  the  Municipality  and  the  Sedions, 
the  Jacobin  Club  and  the  National  Guard, 
and  to  fupport  and  carry  the  motions  that 
circumftances  fhould  require.     A  fum  of 
two   millions,  diflributed  with  judgment, 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  fecure  thefe 
points;   for,    except  a  very  few  fanatics, 
mifled  by  the  Revolutionary  rage  to  a  degree 
of  madnefs,  there  were  hardly  any  of  thefe 
pretended  pure  patriots,  who  were  not  to  be 
bought  at  their  full  value,  that  is  to  fay,  at 
a  veyy  low  price. 

The  declaration  of  fo  formidable  a  prepa- 
ration for  war,  at  a  moment  when  the  French 
army,  deprived  by  emigration  of  its  heft  of- 
ficers, was  entirely  diforganized,  mufl  natu- 
rally excite  a  general  fentiment  of  difcon- 

tent 
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tent  and  terror,  which  it  would  be  eafy  to 
turn  entirely  againfl  the  Affembly.  The 
King  alone,  exempt  from  all  reproach,  wor- 
thy of  all  confidence,  might,  by  means  of 
negotiation,  avert  the  fcourge  of  war  with 
which  France  fhould  feem  threatened,  or  at 
leaft  place  the  country  in  a  fituation  to  re- 
pulfe  the  enemy  ;  and  this  he  might  effed 
by  going  in  perfon  to  re-eftablifh  fubordina- 
tion  in  the  army,  there  calling  upon  all  the 
Emigrant  Officers  to  return  to  him.  This 
wifh  was  to  be  addrefTed  to  his  Majefty,  not 
only  by  a  great  many  Departments,  by  the 
Journalifts,  the  Clubs,  the  groups  of  the 
Palais-Royal,  but  alfo  by  the  Army  itfelf ; 
and  their  petition  being  fupported  in  the  Af- 
fembly by  all  the  members  of  the  Cote- 
Droity  by  a  confiderable  party  of  the  Cote- 
Gauche,  and  by  the  galleries,  could  not 
fail  of  being  favourably  received  and  grant- 
ed. The  King  might  then  have  fet  out 
without  any  obftacle  for  Metz  or  Valen- 
ciennes, according  to  the  pofition  of  the  hof- 
tilc  armies.  On  his  arrival,  his  Maje%  was 
to  have  publifhed  a  proclamation,  enjoin- 
ing all  the  Emigrants  immediately  to  return 
into  the  Kingdom,  and  commanding  the 

Princes 
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Princes,  Officers,  and  all  Gentlemen,  able 
to  bear  arms,  perfonally  to  attend  the 
King  in  the  town  to  be  appointed,  in  order 
to  join  with  his  Majefty  in  the  defence  of 
the  State,  the  w^hole,  under  pain  of  being 
deemed  traitors  to  their  King  and  Country, 
and  of  being  profecuted  as  fuch.  That  theffc 
orders  might  be  executed  without  delay,  the 
Count  d'Artois  was  to  be  informed  of  the 
King's  plan  before-hand,  by  a  confidential 
perfon,  to  be  fixed  upon  by  M.  de  Mont- 
inorin. 

After  thefe  firfl  operations,  a  new  Coun- 
cil was  to  be  formed,  andcompofed  of  Mi- 
niflers  chofen  among  perfons  mofl  diflin- 
guifhed  for  their  knowledge,  energy,  and 
monarchical  principles.  The  King,  attend- 
ed by  the  Marquis  de  BouilUy  was  to  re- 
view his  army,  fhew  himfelf  every  day  to 
the  foldiers,  and  infpire  their  former  loyalty, 
by  often  fpeaking  to  them  kindly  and  confi- 
dently. At  the  fame  time,  his  Majefly  was 
to  negotiate  with  the  Emperor,  obtain  an 
armiftice,  fummon  the  AfTembly  to  Metz  or 
Valenciennes,  to  confult  with  them  upon 
the  demands  of  the  Powers,  and  concert  the 
conditions  of  peace. 

The 
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The  Queen  remaining  at  Paris,  was  to 
render  herfelf  popular  by  letters  to  the  Em- 
peror and  to  the  King  of  Naples,  in  order 
to  feparate  them  from  the  coalition,  and 
they  were  to  be  written  in  a  manner  to  pro- 
duce the  mofl:  beneficial  effed:.  M.  de 
Montmorin  was  alfo  to  remain  at  Paris,  to 
treat  with  the  principal  members  of  the  Af- 
fembly,  to  preferve  the  means  of  influence, 
and  to  diredt  them  as  occafion  might  require. 

It  was  not  to  beprefumed  that  the  AHem- 
bly,  when  fummoned  by  the  King,  would 
refufe  to  attend  his  perfon  ;  the  populace, 
in  that  cafe,  would  have  compelled  them  to 
go;  and  thoufands  of  addreffes  would  have 
poured  in  from  all  parts  to  demand  their 
diifolution.  Previous  to  their  arrival,  or  to 
their  being  fuperfeded  by  new  Deputies,  ap- 
pointed in  the  fame  manner  as  the  former 
ones,  that  is  to  fay,  by  the  Bailiwick  Af- 
femblies,  which  the  King  might  have  con- 
voked for  that  purpofe,  in  compliance  with 
the  numerous  petitions  that  might  have  been 
obtained  from  all  the  Provinces,  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Council,  and  that  of  the  Empe- 
ror, might  have  concerted  the  conditions 
upon  which  the  Powers  were  to  infifl:. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  conditions,  amongft  which  was  to 
be  the  difarming  and  difbanding  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  were  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature 
that  the  King  could  not  fubfcribe  to  them 
without  the  confent  of  the  Affembly,  nor  > 
the  Aflembly  without  confulting  the  wiflies 
of  their  Conftituents,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
Bailiwick  Affemblies;  the  convocation  of 
which,  loudly  demanded  by  the  people,  by 
the  army,  and  by  innumerable  petitions, 
would  become  inevitable. 

Thefe  A flemblies,  contrived  to  be  convok- 
ed on  the  fame  day  throughout  the  Kingdom, 
were  to  be  confulted  not  only  refpedling  the 
demands  of  the  different  Powers,  but  refpedt- 
ing  the  plan  of  a  declaration  drawn  up  ac- 
cording to  the  defires  contained  in  the  majo^ 
rity  of  the  inftrudions  to  the  Deputies,  and 
which  was  no  more  than  a  fummary  of  the  an- 
cient  Monarchical  Government,  cleared  from 
all  its  abufes,  and  improved  on  principles 
the  mofl  prudent  and  the  moft  proper  to 
fecure  the  liability  of  the  French  Conlfi- 
tution. 

This  declaration,  fulfilling  all  wiflies  and 
realizing  all  hopes,  except  thofe  of  the  fac- 
tious and  brigands,  could  not  fail  to  be  every 

where 
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where  received  with  the  moft  unanimous 
franfports  of  joy.  The  Bailiwick  Affemblies 
were  to  dired:  their  Reprefentatives  to  pre- 
fent  the  King  with  the  homage  of  the  gene- 
ral gratitude;  and  vote  immediately  the 
taxes  neceflary  for  the  wants  of  the  State, 
according  to  his  Majefty's  defire. 

Thus  would  there  have  been  an  end  to 
the  Affembly,  the  Revolution,  civil  commo- 
tions, and  war  with  the  Powers  of  Europe. 
The  King,  after  having  fettled  the  condi- 
tions of  peace  with  them,  was  to  fet  off  for 
the  Capital;  there  would  he  arrive  in  the 
midft  of  univerfal  acclamations  of  joy,  love, 
and  happinefs,  and  find,  at  laft,  his  good 
city  of  Paris,  thofe  good  Frenchmen  of  old 
times,  that  good  People  who  idolized  their 
Kings. 

The  King  was  at  firfl  charmed  with  this 
plan,  and  adopted  it  the  more  readily  as  he 
regarded  it  as  the  completion  of  that  which 
he  had  already  formed,  and  which  he  ftill 
concealed  from  M.  de  Montmorin. 

The  chief  difference  between  the  two 
plans  was,  refpedling  the  King's  departure 
from  Paris.  His  Majefty  in  every  refped: 
preferred  the  meafures  propofed  by  M.  de 
Montmorin  i  but  they  might  not  fucceed  : 

in 
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in  which  cafe  thofe,  the  execution  of  which 
was  confided  to  M.  de  BouilLe,  might  be 
attempted  with  more  fuccefs.  It  was  doubt- 
lefs  from  this  motive  that  the  King  did  not 
entirely  rehnquifli  his  plan  of  departure 
for  Montmedi,  and  only  informed  M.  de 
Bouille  that  the  execution  of  it  was  delayed  ; 
but  that  he  fliould  have  timely  notice  of  the 
day  on  which  it  fliould  take  place. 

M.  de  Montmorin  was  authorifcd  then  to 
commiflion  the  Count  de  Mercy,  on  the  part 
of  the  King,  to  prefs  the  Emperor  to  enter 
upon  the  negotiation  I  have  mentioned  with 
the  other  PoWers,  and  to  accelerate  their  co- 
alition as  much  as  poffible ;  promifing  that 
the  extraordinary  expences  attending  it 
fhould  be  reimburfed  by  the  King. 

Although  M,  de  Montmorin  had  given 
but  a  general  idea  of  the  plan  in  his  firfl:  let- 
ter to  M.  de  Mercy,  he  faid  enough  to  con- 
vince him  of  the  happy  efFeds  which 
might  be  hoped  from  it,  and  in  confequence 
the  Emperor  immediately  fent  the  mofl  fatis- 
factory  anfwer.  He  faid  that  he  would 
without  delay  enter  upon  the  negotiation 
propofed  to  him,  and  in  fadl  he  did  not  lofe 
a  moment. 
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It  only  remained  to  fend  intelligence  to  the 
Princes  of  what  was  pafling,  that  they  might 
have  time  to  prepare  the  Emigrants  to  obey 
the  King's  proclarhation  as  foon  as  it  fhould 
be  publifhed.  A  meflage  of  fo  delicate  a.  ' 
nature  could  only  be  delivered  verbally ;  and 
none  but  a  very  intelligent  man,  whofe  zeal 
and  fidelity  could  ftand  every  tefl,  could  be 
trufted  with  it.  M.  de  Montmorin  fixed 
upon  the  Baron  de  Gillicrs,  a  brave  man, 
mofi:  fincerely  devoted  to  the  Royal  Family, 
and.  whom  Madame  Elizabeth  particularly 
honoured  with  her  confidence.  The  King 
approved  the  choice,  and  authorifed  M.  de 
Montmorin  to  inform  the  Baron  de  Gilliers 
of  all  the  particulars  of  the  plan  in  quefiion, 
that  he  might  give  an  accurate  flatement 
of  it  to  the  Count  d'Artois. 

M.  de  Montmorin  had  feveral  conferences 
on  the  fubjed:  with  the  Baron  de  Gilliers 
during  Paffion  Week,  (from  the  loth  to 
the  17th  of  April),  and  told  him  to  prepare 
for  his  departure,  as  he  might  every  moment 
exped:  an  order  for  that  purpofe. 

At  this  period  too  the  doubts  of  a  timor- 
ous and  religious  confcience  increafed  the 
embaraffments  infcparable  from  the  critical 
fituation  of  the  King.   He  was  more  anxious 
Vol.  IV.  C  than 
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than  ever  to  perform  his  Eafter  devotions ; 
but  Jie  cpnfidered  himfelf  as  having  been 
guilty  of  a  criminal  weaknefs  in  affenting  to 
the  civil  conftitution  of  the  Clero-y.  He 
thought  himfelf  in  fome  degree  anfwerable 
for  the  numberlefs  fcandals  and  iniquities  re- 
fidting  from  it.  He  was  firmly  refolved  to 
make  reparation  as  foon  as  it  was  in  his 
power  j  but  he  feared  that  this  refolution 
was  not  fufficient  to  render  him  worthy  of 
fulfilling  the  Pafchal  duty.  He  fubmitted 
with  candour  all  his  fcruples  in  this  refped: 
to  the  Bifliop  of  Clermont^  in  a  letter  too 
edifying  to  be  fupprefTed. 

*'  I  addrefs  you,  reverend  Father,  with 

confidence  as  one  of  the  Clergy  who  has 
"  conflantly  fliown  the  mofl  enlightened 
"  zeal  for  Religion.  It  is  to  confult  you 
"  refpeding  the  Eafter  devotions:  can  I, 
*'  and  ought  I  to  perform  them?  You  are 
"  acquainted  with  the  wretched  fituation  in 

which  I  am,  on  account  of  afTenting  to  the 
"  decrees  refpeding  the  Clergy.    I  have 

always  regarded  it  as  a  forced  ad,  having 
'*  never  hefitated,  as  far  as  it  refpeds  my- 
*'  felf,  to  remain  always  united  to  the  Catho- 

lie  paflors,  and  being  firmly  refolved, 
1  fhould 
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fliould  I  ever  recover  my  power,  fully  to 
**  re-eflablifli  the  Catholic  worlhip.  I  have 
"  feen  a  prieft,  who  thinks  that  thefe  fenti- 

ments  may  fuffice,  and  that  I  may  per- 

form  my  Eafter  devotions ;  but  it  is  more 
*'  your  province  to  fay  what  the  Church  in 

general  thinks  of  it,  and  to  appreciate 

the  circumftanccs  in  which  we  are  placed. 
*'  If  on  the  one  hand  it  would  not  give  of- 
"  fence  to  fome,  on  the  other  I  fee  the  in- 
**  novators  (though  indeed  that  fhould  bear 

no  weight  in  the  fcale)  already  daring  to 
*'  fpeak  in  threatening  language.  I  requeft 
*'  you  to  advife  on  the  fubjed:  with  fuch 

of  the  Bifhops  as  you  may  think  proper, 
"  and  on  whofe  difcretion  you  can  depend. 
'*  I  defire  alfo  to  have  your  anfwer  before 

twelve  to-morrow;  and  return  my  letter. 

(Signed)  Louis." 

"  April  ¥5,  1791.'* 

The  firm  and  pious  anfwer  which  the 
Bifliop  of  Clermont  fent  to  the  King,  is  not 
Jefs  worthy  of  being  tranfmitted  to  pofi:e- 
rity  ;  it  was  as  follows  : 


Sire, 

If  ever  I  wifhed  for  underflanding  and 
Co  **  wifdom 
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*•  wifdom  from  above,  I  muft,  on  an  occa- 
fion  in  which  your  Majefty  orders  me  to 
acquaint  you  with  my  fentiments  on  a 
fubjed:  as  delicate  as  interefling. 
*'  I  will  begin  by  exprefling  to  your 
Majefty,  how  greatly  I  am  flattered  by 
the  confidence  which  you  have  deigned  to 
repofe  in  me ;  but  at  the  fame  time  that  I 
feel  all  the  honour  and  all  the  value  of  it,  I 
cannot  but  be  embarrafTed  from  the  tho- 
rough conviction  of  my  infufficiency  to 
decide  fb  important  a  quellion  as  that 
which  you  have  called  upon  me  to  anfwer. 
To  fupply  my  own  deficiency,  Sire,  I  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  liberty  you  have 
granted  me  to  confult  two  of  my  brethren, 
whofe  difcretion  and  underllanding  appear 
to  me  undoubted ;  and  it  is  this  which 
has  prevented  my  anfwering  your  Ma- 
jelly  before  noon.  I  dare  hope  that  you 
will  excufe  this  unavoidable  delay,  as 
your  letter  was  not  delivered  to  me  till 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
*'  Your  Majefty  does  me  the  honour  to 
afk  me,  if  I  think  you  can  and  ought  to 
perform  your  Eafter  devotions  under  the 
unfortunate  circumftances  of  your  fitua- 
tion.    I  take  the  liberty  of  reprefenting 

to 
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to  your  Majefty,  that  the  fubjedl  ought  to 

be  confidered  in  two  points  of  view;  firfl 
**  in  itfelf,  and  then  as  it  refpedis  public 
^»  edification.  In  the  firft  point  of  view, 
**  my  extreme  defire  to  fee  your  Majefly 

participate  the  Holy  Communion  at  a 
•*  moment  when  you  have  the  greatefl  need 
*♦  of  this  refource,  and  to  receive  the  God  of 
**  all  confolation  when  you  are  affailed  with 

doubt  and  forrow,  prompts  me  to  adopt 
"  the  fentiment  of  the  prieft  whom  you 
*•  have  confulted,  and  of  whofe  underlland- 
**  ing  and  fidelity  to  the  Church  there  can 

be  no  doubt.    A  fincere  regret  for  the 

*  pail,  a  firm  refolution  for  the  future,  arc 

*  necelTary  in  order  to  receive  abfolution, 

*  and  to  enable  us  to  approach  the  Holy 

*  Table.  ^    But  thefe  difpofitions  muft  be 

*  manifeft  after  having  given  occafion  of 
'  offence ;  and  I  may  be  bold  enough  to  fay 

*  to  your  Majefly,  that  the  acceptance  or 

*  the  fandiiop  given  to  various  decrees,  par- 

*  ticularly  thofe  which  in  the  conflitution 
'  of  the  Clergy  have  refpe^l  to  fpiritual  ob- 

*  jeds,  as  thofe  of  the  27th  of  November, 

*  have  been  attended  with  confequences  the 
'  mofl  woful  to  the  Church,  and  the  mofl 
'  difaftrous  to  Religion.    I  know  that  your 

C  3  "  Majefly 
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"  Maje%  deplores  them;  and  you  exprefs 
yourfelf  in  your  letter  with  the  moft  re- 
*'  ligious  and  edifying  energy.    I  am  con- 
**  vinced  that  confiderations,  which  have 
*'  appeared  to  you  grounded  on  wifdom,  and 
**  the  love  of  peace,  extorted  from  your  hand 
*'  what  your  heart  difavo wed.  lamalfo  fully 
perfuaded,  that  you  thought  you  mightyield 
*'  to  compulfion ;  but.  Sire,  when  the  quef- 
**  tion  is  rcfpediing  Religion  and  the  law  of 
"  God,  your  Majelly  muft  be  fenfible  that 
it  was  only  by  refiftance  to  force  that 
'*  there  were  martyrs,  and  that  the  fpilling 
**  of  their  blood  to  cement  the  work  of  our 
**  redemption,  has  been  the  moft  powerful 
'*  means  of  tranfmitting  to  us  this  precious 
"gift  of  heaven.    I  fee  powerful  motives, 
and  I  find  them  in  your  heart,  for  adopt- 
ing  the  courfe  favourable  to  your  defires, 
*'  which  the  pricft  whom  you  confulted 
"  thought  might  be  adopted;  but.  Sire,  as 
**  it  refpedls  public  edification,  I  am  really 
alarmed ;  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  ftating 
to  your   Majefty,    that  as  you  cannot 
**  without  incalculable  inconvenience  either 
*'  repair  the  evil  which  the  acceptation  and 
fandions  have  occafioned,  or  manifeft  the 
**  intention  in  time  for  the  feafon  in  which 

you 
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wifli  to  fatisfy  on  this  head  the  reli- 
s  fentiment  which  preffes  upon  your 


'  the  Pafchal  duty,  under  fuch  circum- 
'  ftances,  would  infalhbly  produce  mpft 
'  lamentable  efteas.  All  your  fubjedts 
'  know  that  your  Majefty  has  confented 
'  to  the  law  fubverfive  of  their  religion,  but 

*  few  will  allow  for  the  fituation  in  which 
'*  you  are,  or  for  the  invincible  obftacles 
"  wdiich  your  Majefty  has  to  encounter  in 

*  the  reparation  you  would  make ;  and  I 

*  clearly  fee  thbfe  who  are  invariably  at- 
'  tached  to  their  principles  would  be  con- 
'*  founded,  the  weak  drawn  into  error  by  fo 
'*  high  an  example,  and  the  enemies  of  Re- 

ligion  confirmed  in  their  triumph. 

Sire,  upon  thefe  confiderations  I  am 

*  bound  to  declare  to  your  Majefty,  that  it 
'*  appears  to  me  to  be  the  moft  prudent  to 

fufpend  the  Pafchal  communion.    It  is 

*  certain,  that  in  this  condudt  there  is  no- 
'  thing  contrary  to  the  principles  of  Reli- 
'  gion  :  the  fpiritual  authority,  whether  by 

confefTors  or  in  any  other  manner,  con- 
'  ftantly  permits  thefe  delays,  which  are  law- 
'*  ful  in  many  circumftances,  and  motives  of 


ind,  it  appears  that  the  performing  of 


C  4 


^'  much 
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* '  much  lefs  weight  than  thofe  by  which  your 
Majerty  would  be  determined,  are  fuffi- 
cient.    Sire,  it  appears  to  me  important 
to  forefee  and  prevent,  even  in  a  poHtical 
view,  what  might  happen  if  your  Ma- 
jefly  fliQuld  hold  yourfelf  bound  to  per- 
form  your  Pafchal  duty  in  the  Eafter 
week  :  thefe  views  are  not  foreign  to  Re- 
ligion  which  is  the  life  of  peace,  of  tran- 
"  quilhty,  and  public  order.    It  is  impof- 
**  fible  to  conceal  that  they  who  dare  at- 
"  tempt  to  didate  your  Majefty^s  anions, 
"  will  think  it  of  great  confcquence  to  pre- 
vail  upon  you  to  adopt  the  refolution  of 
going  to  the  parifli  church.    That  would 
*'  be  a  fcandal:  and  if  your  Majefty  were 
to  take  the  Communion  in  your  own 
chapel,  you  would  perhaps  expofe  your- 
"  felf  to  what  you  fo  prudently  have  at 
heart  to  avoid;  and  I  almoft  think  that 
the  poftponing  of  it  becomes  a  duty. 

*'  .1  am  with  the  moft  profound 

refpedt,  &c.  &c. 

Signed  ^  Biihop  of  Clermont.'' 

^*  Pai'is,  April  i6, 

1791." 

The 
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The  King  received  this  decifion  with  as 
much  refpe;5l  and  fubnrdflion  as  if  it  had 
proceeded  from  the  head  of  the  Church,  and 
his  refolution  to  obey  it  was  rather  ftrength- 
ened  than  fhaken  by  the  dangers  to  which  it 
expofed  him.  Alas !  no  perfon  poflefled 
more  of  that  paffive  courage,  that  martyr- 
like refignation  than  Louis  XVI .  Unfortu- 
nately it  is  not  upon  the  Throne  that  thefe 
virtues,  always  eftimable,  are  mofl:  necef- 
fary  :  they  are  even  much  oftener  fatal  than 
ufcful  to  a  Prince  who  does  not  unite,  like 
St.  Louis,  that  greatnefs  of  foul,  that  energy 
of  charader,  and  that  commanding  firmnefs 
which  cnfure  refped:,  infpire  fear,  and  en- 
force obedience.  Doubtlefs  Kings  fhould 
make  themfelves  beloved,  but  they  fhould 
alfo  always  take  care  to  be  feared.  When 
they  are  told  that  they  are  the  idols  of  their 
Nations,  that  they  govern  by  love,  &c.&c  . 
they  but  hear  an  old  flattering  tale  fit  for  a 
madrigal :  truth,  common  fenfe  and  expe- 
rience tell  them  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is 
only  by  fear  that  the  people  are  governed ; 
and  that  no  King  can  be  loved  by  the  good 
who  is  not  feared  by  the  wicked. 

At  the  approach  of  the  Eafter  week,  the 
Fadlious  exerted  every  means  ti>  agitate  the 

people, 


26 


ANNALS   OF  THE 


people,  and  make  them  anxious  that  the 
King  fliould  go  to  the  parilli  church,  and 
receive  the  Pafcal  Communion,  from  the 
hands  of  a  Conftitutional  clergyman.  If 
he  refufes,''  faid  they,    **  he  perjures 
himfelf ;    he    violates   the  Conflitution 
^'  which  he  lias  accepted  ;  he  betrays  the 
**  Nation;  he  puts  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
*'  the  confpiracy  of  refracflory  priefts,  and 
fo  forth  :  if  he  fubmit  to  it  (whifpered 
they)  we  will  accufe  him  of  hypocrify 
and  cowardice.    Thus,  do  what  he  will, 
*'  he  cannot  but  incur  the  cenfure  of  the 
patriots,  or  the  indignation  and  contempt 
of  all  parties." 

The  King,  aware  of  thefe  manoeuvres, 
and  of  the  double  fnare  laid  for  him,  faw 
no  other  means  of  efcaping  it  than  that  of 
palling  a  part  of  the  Eafter  weeks  at  St. 
Cloud,  with  the  Royal  Family.  This  plan 
feemed  likely  to  meet  with  the  fewer  obfiia- 
cles,  as  the  King's  health  might  be  fuppofed 
to  be  the  caufe  of  it,  the  country  air  being 
proper  for  him  after  the  diforder  from 
which  his  Majefty  was  but  jufl:  recover- 
ing; but  the  Fadious  were  not  to  be  fo 
deceived.  They  immediately  fpread  a  report 
among  the  People  and  National  Guard,  that 

the 
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the  King  was  going  to  St.  Cloud  only  to 
avoid  keeping  his  Eafter  at  Paris  j  and  that 
he  had  given  up  his  ufual  confeffor,  the 
Minifter  of  St.  Eujiac he,  hec3.u{e  he  had  taken 
the  new  oath.  The  fermentation  excited  by 
thefe  rumours  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs, 
that  on  Palm  Sunday,  a  National  Grenadier, 
upon  Guard  at  the  Palace,  took  upon  him, 
at  mafs  time,  and  almofl;  in  the  King's  hear- 
ing, to  make  the  mofb  atrocious  declama- 
tions upon  his  Majefty  's  Chapel  being  ferved 
by  eccleliaftics  who  had  not  taken  the  oath, 
upon  the  danger  of  fuch  an  example,  and 
upon  the  punifliment  it  deferved,  &c.  &c. 
His  comrades  applauded  him,  and  loudly 
repeated  thefe  imprecations  at  the  door  of 
the  Chapel,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  fer- 
vice  could  not  be  begun  for  near  half  an 
hour;  it  was,  however,  performed  at  lafb, - 
but  with  the  dread  of  being  interrupted 
every  moment  by  fome  a(ft  of  violence. 

On  the  fame  day,  and  at  the  fame  hour, 
a  large  mob  affembled  at  the  door  of  the 
Theatins,  and  brutally  turned  away  from  it 
feveral  worthy  Catholics,  to  whom  the  Mu- 
nicipality had  let  that  church,  and  who  were 
going  to  attend  the  fervice  to  be  performed 
there,  by  priefts  who  had  not  taken  the  oath. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  fcandalous,  fanatic,  and  impious  fcenes, 
determined  the  King  to  fet  out  the  next  day 
for  St  Cloud. 

M.  de  la  Fayette,  apprehenfive  that  his 
Majefty^s  departure  might  occafion  fome  po- 
pular commotion,  thought  that  to  prevent 
itj  he  had  only  to  increafe  the  pofts  of  the 
National  Guard  at  the  Palace,  and  at  the  Place 
du  Caroufel,  and  to  ftation  them  as  far  as 
the  Barriei'e  de  la  Conference ;  but  this 
General  was  feldom  fortunate  in  his  precau- 
tions, and  thofe  which  he  took  on  this  oc- 
cafion, only  ferved  to  infure  fuccefs  to  the 
crime  he  wiflied  to  prevent;  and  even  be- 
came the  principal  caufe  of  it.    Their  Ma- 
jefties  fet  out,  or  rather  endeavoured  to  fet 
out,  on  Monday,  in  the  Holy  week,  at  noon, 
but  they  had  fcarcely  arrived  at  the  Place  du 
Carouzely  when  their  carriage  was  furround- 
ed,  and  flopped  by  an  immenfe  crowd,  con- 
lifting  chiefly  of  foldiers  belonging  to  the 
National  Guard.    The  cries  of — DonH  let 
him  pafs  I    He  fkall  not  go!  were  heard 
on  all  fides.    At  the  leaft  motion  of  the 
horfes,  clamours  Aill  more  violent,  broke 
forth ;  and  more  than  once  feveral  mufkets 
were  feen  levelled  at  the  carriage. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  tumults  and  voci- 
ferations, 
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ferations,  the  King,  preferving  the  greateft 
ferenitj,  fent  for  M.  de  la  Fayette,  and 
afked  him  if  it  was  intended  to  difpute  his 
right  of  going  to  St.  Cloud  ;  and,  defired  if  it 
were  poffible,  to  remove  the  crowd  that  Hop- 
ped his  way.  M.  de  la  Fayette  anfwered,  that 
his  Majefty  certainly  was  at  liberty  to  go ; 
that  he  would  fpeak  to  his  foldiers,  and 
only  defired  a  few  moments  to  clear  the  way 
for  his  carriage.  He  did,  in  fad,  all  that 
he  could  do ;  but,  his  efforts  only  proved  his 
want  of  power.  He  harangued,  but  his 
rhetoric  was  in  vain;  and  he  went  through 

o 

the  ranks  with  as  little  fucccfs,  endeavouring 
to  find  fome  foldiers  who  might  have  the 
complaifluice  to  obey  him.  The  feeble 
voice  of  this  popular  General  was  every 
where  drowned  by  that  of  the  Sovereign 
People,  who  in  this  infurrediion,  which  par- 
ticularly related  to  Religion,  truly  thought 
that  they  were  only  performing  the  mojl 
jacred  of  duties, 

M,  de  la  Fayette,  no  longer  able  to  doubt 
tlie  inefficacy  of  his  credit  and  influence  over 
the  National  Guard,  went  and  informed 
the  King  of  the  difpofition  of  their  minds, 
ftill  repeating  to  his  Majelly,  that  he  was 

free ; 
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free ;  and  thatj  if  he  perfifted  in  his  inten- 
tion of  proceeding  to  St.  Cloud,  he  would 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  King's  car- 
riage, with  fome  brave  Officers,  and  at  the 
peril  of  his  life,  enforce  the  execution  of  the 
law. 

The  King,  no  doubt  recoileding,  that  on 
the  5th  of  06lober  i  789,  M.  de  la  Fayette 
had  alfo  alTured  him  that  he  might  remain 
quiet,  and  that  he  would  anfwer  for  every 
thing,  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  trufl:  a 
fecond  time  to  fiich  affurances,  and  deter- 
mined to  return  to  the  Palace,  after  having 
remained  near  an  hour  and  a  half  in  the 
fame  place  in  his  carriage,  from  which  he 
diftindUy  heard  the  menaces  and  feditious 
fpeeches  of  this  mifguided  multitude.  To 
fave  the  honour  of  the  Conftitution,  or  at 
leaft  to  glofs  over  the  manifeft  violation  of 
it  by  open  force,  it  was  proclaimed  upon 
the  Place  du  Carouzel,  that  the  King,  un- 
willing to  augment  the  uneafinefs  which  his 
departure  might  occafioUy  had  confented  not 
to  ufe  the  right  he  had  of  proceeding  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  to  defer  going  for  fome  days. 
All  the  revolutionary  papers  gave  an  ac- 
count of  this  fcandalous  fcenc  in  the  fame 

terms, 
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terms,  and  the  Direcflory  of  the  Depart- 
ment haftened  to  confirm  the  impofture,  by 
the  indecent  refolution  entered  into  on  the 
fame  day,  purporting,  that  the  Sedions 
of  the  Capital  Jliould  be  convoked  by  the 
Municipality,  to  determine  the  quejlioil 
arijing  upon  the  following  cafe : 

The  King  intended  to  go  this  day  to  St. 
"  Cloud.    A   great   number  of  Citizens 
"  fearing  that  the  refrad:ory  might  dare  to 
V  make  an  improper  ufe  of  his  name,  to 
give  force    to  their  Anti-Conditutional 
**  manoeuvres,  went  and  requeued  him  not 
*•  to  leave  town.    The  Mayor  and  Com- 
**  mander  in  Chief,  fearing  that  the  King 
*•  might  appear  to  be  under  conftraint,  de- 
**  clared  to  him,  that  he  fhould  never  ceafe 
to  be  free;  and  that,  if  he  flill  chofe  to 
go  to  St.   Cloud,   every  public  means 
fhould  be  employed  to  prevent  his  meet- 
"  ing  any  impediment. 

"  The  King  was  apprehenfive  of  a  dif- 
turbance  ;  and,  being  unv/illing  to  expofe 
either  the  People  or  the  National  Guard, 
determined  to  Ray.  The  Sedtions  are  re- 
quefted  to  give  their  opinions  upon  the 
following  queftion:-~C/W^r  thefe  cir- 

cuviflances, 
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**  cumjlances,  ought  the  King  to  be  en» 

**  treated  to  put  his  Jirfi  intention  into  exe- 

**  cution,  which  was  to  go  to  St.  Cloud  P 

**  or,  ought  thanks  to  he  returned  to  him 

**  f^^  Jioying,  in  order  to  preferve  the  pub- 

**  lie  tranquillity?   [_Refolution  of  the 

**  Department,  Monday ,  iSth  of  April 

This  polite,  this  affedled  alternative,  mere- 
ly employed  to  difguife  whatever  was  lin- 
conftitutional  in  the  queflion,  deceived  no 
one.  In  fad:,  it  was  impoffible  not  to  un- 
derfland  very  clearly,  that  it  was  afking  the 
Factious,  whether  it  was  their  pleafure  to 
permit  or  prevent  the  King's  going  to  St. 
Cloud. 

The  following  day  the  Department  went 
and  communicated  this  refolution  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  which  they  had  the  bafenefs  to  ap- 
prove. Scarce  had  the  members  of  the  De- 
partment retired  than  the  Prefident  an- 
nounced to  the  Affembly,  that  the  King  was 
coming  to  the  Hall.  His  Majefty  immedi- 
ately entered  at  the  fame  time,  and  fpoke  as 
follows*: 

Gen- 

*  This  ftep  was  urged  by  the  Minifters,  and  fo  im- 
portunately, 
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"  Gentlemen, 

I  am  come  among  you  with  the  confi- 
*'  dcnce  I  have  always  teftified  to  you.  You 
"  are  informed  of  the  oppofition  given  yef- 
**  terday  to  my  departure  for  St.  Cloud.  I 
was  not  willing  to  overcome  it  by  force, 
becaufe  I  feared  to  occafion  ads  of  fe- 
*•  verity  againft  a  deceived  multitude,  who 
"  thought  they  were  protecting  the  laws,- 
*'  while  they  were  infringing  them  j  but  it 
"  is  of  importance  to  the  Nation  to  prove 
*'  that  I  am  free.  Nothing  is  fo  effential 
*'  to  the  authority  of  the  fan6tions  and  accep- 
' '  tations  which  I  have  given  to  your  Decrees. 
*'  Governed  by  this  powerful  motive,  I 
*'  perfift  in  my  plan  of  going  to  St.  Cloud, 
"  and  the  National  Aflembly  mult  per- 
*'  ceive  the  neceffity  of  it.  It  feems,  that 
*'  in  order  to  make  a  faithful  people,  a^d 
*•  whole  love  I  have  deferved,  rebellious, 
"  doubts  are  raifed  in  their  minds  refpe6l- 
*'  ing  my  Conftitutional  fentiments.  I  have 
"  accepted,   and  fworn   to   maintain  that 

portiinately,  that  his  Majefty  could  not  refufe.    He  ne-" 
verthelefs  fhortenecl  the  fpeech,  the  plan  of  which  they 
had  drawn  up,  and  left  out  feveral  phrafes  which  ap- 
peared   to   him  to   want   dignity.     See  Appendix, 
No.  XV. 

Vol.  IV.  D  "  Con- 
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**  Conftitution,  of  which  the  civil  Confti- 
**  tution  of  the  Clergy  forms  a  part,  and  I 

do  maintain  the  execution  of  it  wit-k  all 
"  my  power.    This  is  but  repeating  the 

fentiments  I  have  fo  often  exprefled  be- 
**  fore  the  National  AlTembly.  They  know 
**  that  my  intentions  and  my  wifhes  have 
*♦  no  other  objedl  than  the  happinefs  of  my 
"  People,  and  that  happinefs  can  only  re- 
"  fult  from  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and 
**  obedience  to  all  the  Legitimate  and  Con- 
**  ilitutional  authorities.*' 

The  Prefident,  in  his  anfwer,  mixed  with 
the  ufual  exprelTions  of  attachment,  grati- 
tude,  and  fo  forth,  fome  fentences,  which 
pointed  out  the  pretended  fadtion  of  refrac- 
tory priefts,  as  the  principal  caufe  of  the 
tr3ubles  which  afflid:ed  the  King.  Sire," 
faid  he,  "  You,  the  People,  Liberty,  and 
**  the  Conftitution,  have  but  one  common 
**  intereft.  The  bafe  enemies  of  the  Con- 
**  ftitution  and  Liberty  are  alfo  your  ene- 
**  mies.  All  hearts  are  yours.  As  you 
**  wifli  the  People's  happinefs,  the  People 
wifh  for  the  happinefs  of  their  King.  Let 
*'  us  prevent  a  Fadlion,  well  known  by 
*'  their  projeds,  their  efforts,  and  plots, 

**  from 
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*'  from  interfering  between  the  Throne  and 
**  the  Nation,  and  every  wifh  will  be  accom- 
«*  plifhed.  All  uneafinefs  and  diftruft  will 
**  difappear.  Our  common  enemies  will 
*'  once  more  be  confounded,  and  you  will 
**  achieve  a  frefli  vicflory  for  your  Coun- 
try." 

His  Majefty  had  been  often  interrupted 
by  fhouts  of  Vive  le  Roi  I  and  repeated  ap- 
plaufes,  which  were  renewed  on  his  leaving 
the  Hall.  The  members  of  the  Cote- Droit, 
far  from  joining  in.  the  homage  paid  to  the 
King,  were  obferved  to  keep  a  profound 
filence — it  was  the  filence  of  conflernation. 
A  Deputation  was  named  to  go  and  thank 
the  King  for  the  ftep  he  had  juft  taken,  and 
to  requeft  a  copy  of  his  fpeech,  which  it 
was  decreed  fliould  be  printed  and  fent  to 
the  Departments,  to  ferve  as  a  proclamation 
for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  public  peace. — 
But  the  AHembly  did  not  dare  to  determine 
any  thing  refpeding  the  King's  going  to  St. 
Cloud.  They  did  not  even  fuffer  a  fingle 
motion  to  be  made  on  the  fubjed.  M.  de 
Blacons,  attempting  to  put  the  AlTembly  in 
mind  of  what  the  King  had  faid  on  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  this  journey,  all  the  members  of 
the  Cote-Gauche  rofe  at  once,  and  defired 

I>  2  that 
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that  he  might  be  fent  to  the  Abbaye.  M.  de 
Cazales  and  fome  other  members  of  the 
Cote- Droit  endeavoured  to  fpeak,  but  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  the  breaking  up  of 
the  Sitting  were  fo  loudly  called  for,  that 
the  Preiident  [Clmhroud)  put  it  to  the  vote, 
and  the  motion  of  adjournment  was  carried. 
The  Department  had  fubmitted  the  queftion 
refpeding  the-  King's  going  to  St.  Cloud, 
to  all  the  Sedions  of  the  Capital,  and  the 
Aflembly  had  already  loft  too  much  of  its 
popularity  to  dare  to  djfpute  the  power  of 
the  Sections,  or  anticipate  their  decilion. 

Before  the  King  went  to  the  Sitting,  his 
Majefty  received  from  the  Department  of 
Paris,  an  addrefs  drawn  up  by  M.  Pajlord, 
Pro  cur  eiir -General- Syndic,  and  M.  de  Tal- 
leyrand, the  late  Bifliop  of  Autun,  on  the 
fubjed:  of  the  infurredion  which  had  taken 
place  the  day  before.  Some  of  the  phrafes 
were  thought  to  belong  to  the  Abbe  Sieyes 
their  colleague.  This  performance  is  too 
remarkable  to  be  entirely  pafied  over  j  thefe 
are  its  leading  traits  : 

Sire, 

"  Can  the  confidence  which  the  People 
repofe  in  your  perfon  long  refift  the  im- 

preffions 
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preffions  which  men,  eager  to  enjoy  Li- 
*'  berty,  receive  from  thofe  who  are  aljout 
"  you?  The  enemies  of  Liberty,  alarmed 
**  at  your  patriotifm,  have  determined  to 
*•  ajfailyoiir  confcience.  Concealing  their 
"  humbled  pride  under  the  veil  of  holinefs, 

they  flied  hypocritical  tears  over  Religion. 

Such,  Sire,  are  the  men  by  whom  you  are 
"  furrounded.  It  is  with  pain  remarked, 
"  that  you  favour  the  refractory;  that  you 
'*  arc  ferved  almoft  entirely  by  the  enemies 
•*  of  the  Conftitution  ;  and -it  is  feared  that 
**  ^thefe  preferences,  which  are  but  too  ma- 
'*  nifeft,  indicate  the  real  inclination  of 
**  your  heart.    Sire,  ad:  freely,  and  remove 

the  enemies  of  the  Conftitution  from  about 
'  you.  Announce  to  foreign  Nations  that 
'  a  glorious  Revolution  has  taken  place  in 

•  France  j  that  you  have  adopted  it,  and 
'  that  you  are  now  the  King  of  a  free 
'  People ;  for  this  purpofe,  choofe  Minify 

•  ters  of  a  new  kind,  and  fuch  as  are  not 
'  unworthy  of  fo  auguft  an  office ;  and  let 

•  the  Nation  learn  that  their  King  has  placed 
'  about  his  pcrfon  the  firmeft  fupporters'of 

Liberty,  for  at  prefent  they  only  are  the 

•  King's  real  and  ufeful  friends.'* 


The 
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The  National  Aflemhly  themfelyes,  at  the 
time  they  enjoyed  the  greateft  popularity, 
never  prefente4  to  the  King  more  infolent 
complaints,  or  more  imperious  advice.  The 
ftyle  of  this  addrefs  gives  an  exad:  idea  of 
the  degree  of  power  which  the  Directory  of 
the  Department  of  Paris  had  already  acquired 
through  the  audacity  and  abihty  of  their 
principal  members ;  and  we  may  judge  of 
the  advantages  which  Miraheau,  the  boldeft 
and  ablefl  of  them  all,  might  have  drawn 
from  it  for  the  execution  of  his  plan,  if 
death  had  allowed  him  time. 

The  fame  complaints,  the  fame  counfels, 
tvere  repeated  to  the  King,  in  an  addrefs 
prefented  to  him  by  the  Municipality;  and 
on  the  fame  day  the  Dire<5tory  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Seine  and  Oife  (Verfailles)  re- 
folved  to  petition  the  AfTembly  to  denee, 
Conftitutionally,  that  every  Jervant  and  do- 
mejtic  of  the  King,  Queen,  or  prefumptive 
heir  to  the  Throne,  of  whatever  nature  his 

fervice  might  be,  fiould  be  bound  to  take 
the  oath  of  maintaining  the  Conflitution  of 
the  Kingdom  to  the  beji  of  his  power,  and 

fuch  as  were  ecclefiafiics,  to  maintain 
moreover  the  civil  Conflitution  of  the 
Clergy, 

On 
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On  the  following  day,  M.  de  la  Fayette, 
humbled,  and  juftly,  by  |he  filly  and  ridicu- 
lous part  which  the  obftinate  difobedience 
of  the  whole  of  the  National  Guard  had 
made  him  play  on  the  i8th,  fent  his  refig- 
nation  of  the  poft  of  Commander-in-Chief 
and  that  of  the  whole  Staff,  to  the  Muni- 
cipality. This  unexpede'd  Hep  fet  the  whole 
town  in  an  uproar,  and  all  the  battalions  in 
motion.  Almofl  all  of  them  went  to  his 
houfe  in  the  evening,  to  affure  him  of  their 
repentance  and  attachment,  and  mofl  earneft- 
ly  entreated  him  to  withdraw  his  refignation. 
M.  de  la  Fayette,  being  overwhelmed  in 
filent  fadnefs,  and  anfwering  them  only  with 
fighs,  or  unmeaning  monofyllables,  feveral 
of  them,  attended  with  flambeaux,  went  to 
the  Municipality  to  beg  them  to  go  and  fe- 
cond  their  felicitation.  They  arrived  at 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  with  M,  Builly  at 
their  head,  at  the  General's  houfe,  and  were 
fiiut  up  with  him  in  his  Cabinet  about  an 
hour,  without  being  able  to  obtain  an  anfwer. 

Jn  the  midft  of  this  confufion  and  agita- 
tion, the  fermentation  againfl:  the  faithful 
priells  became  more  and  more  violent,  and 
alarmed  the  King  extremely.  It  was  parti- 
cularly againft  thofe  that  belonged  to  his 

D  4  Chapel 
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Chapel  that  the  pamphlets  and  Revolution- 
ary Journals  endeavoured  to  dired:  the  fury 
of  the  People.    His  Majefty  had  flattered 
himfelf  to  proted  them  by  going  to  St. 
Cloud,  but  he  now  gave  up  all  hopes  of  be- 
ing fufFered  to  leave  Paris.    It  was  at  this 
moment  of  embarrafTment,  wretchednefs, 
and  defpair,  that  the  Lameth  party  made  an 
offer  of  their  counfels  and  fervices  to  the 
King.    This  party  was  then  the  ftrongeft  in 
the  Affembly,*  and  that  which  the  King  held 
moft  in  horror.      His  Majefty,  however, 
perceiving  that  nothing  contrary  to  his  reli- 
gious principles  was  required  from  him  in 
their  propofals,  determined  to  accept  them, 
and  in  confcquence,  caufed  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  to  write  to  all  the  Ambaf- 
fadors  and  Miniflers  of  France,  in  the  dif- 
ferent Courts  of  Europe,  that  famous  circu- 
lar letter,  in  which  the  King,  through  his 
Minifter,  proclaimed  himfelf  perfedly-  free, 
at  a  moment  when  no  one  could  doujDt  his 
being  in  a  ftate  of  flavery,  and  made  the 
moft  pompous  eulogium  upon  the  Conflitu- 
tion  which  dethroned  him  *.    The  Depart- 

*  See  the  letter  from  M.  de  Montmorin  to  the  Ambaf- 
fadors.    Appendix,  No.  xvi. 
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ment,  and  the  Municipality,  having,  in  their 
refpedlive  addreffes,  advifed  the  King  to  take 
the  fame  ftep,  he  did  not  doubt,  but  that 
they  had  entered  into  a  moft  formidable 
coalition  with  the  Lameth  party,  who  had 
drawn  up  the  letter  in  queftion;  and  this 
opinion,  which  was  but  too  probable,  got 
the  better  of  his  Majefty's  extreme  repug- 
nance to  profefs  fentiments  not  his  own,  and 
to  appear  to  put  confidence  in  people  in 
whom  he  had  none. 

Al.  de  Montmorin  could  not  approve  a 
determination  fo  oppofite  to  the  plan  which 
he  had  prevailed  upon  the  King  to  adopt, 
and  for  the  execution  of  which  he  kept  up 
a  conftant  correfpondence  with  M.  de  Mercy 
and  M.  de  Florida  Blanca,  the  Spanifh  Mi- 
nifter.    He  remonftrated  very  ftrongly,  on 
this  occafion,  to  his  Majefty.        The  flep 
propofed  to  you,"  faid  he,  "  not  only  com- 
mits the  dignity  of  your  charader,  but 
"  endangers  the  fuccefs  of  the  important 
"  negotiation  in  which  the  Emperor  is  at 
*'  this  moment  employed  by  your  defire  to 
re-eftabliai  the  Monarchy,  and  to  reflore 
**  you  to  your  Crown  and  liberty.  Can  your 
Majefty  be   deceived   as  to  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  letter  which  you  order  me 

to 
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*•  to  write?  No  doubt  it  will  purchafe  for 
"  you  great  applaufes  from  the  AfTerr.bly 
and  the  Galleries — cries  of  Vive  le  Roil 
"  nay,  perhaps  a  Te  Deum  and  illumina* 
'*  tions.    How  often  has  your  Majefty  al- 
*'  ready  found  that  this  popular  enthufiafm 
**  vanifhes  in  as  Ymh  time  as  it  requires  to  ^ 
*V  excite  it;  and  that  if  advantage  be  not 
*'  immediately  taken  of  it,  the  next  day  is 
*'  too  late.    I  muft  alfo  obferve,  that  if  I 
**  fign  fuch  a  letter,  it  will  brand  me  with 
*  *  fuch  ignominy  in  all  the  Courts  of  Europe, 
"  that  my  fervices  will  become  more  preju- 
**  dicial  than  ufeful  to  your  Majefty*s  in- 
terefts." — "  The  moft  urgent  confidera- 
tion,"  replied  the  King,      is  to  avert 
the  dangers  of  the  moment,  to  prevent 
*'  the  maffacre  of  our  good  priefts,  and  I  fee 
no  other  means.    All  Europe  muft  know 
under  what  circtimflances  this  letter  was 
*'  written.  The  Powers  will  not  be  deceived 
"  by  it;  they  will  clearly  fee,  that  it  comes 
**  neither  from  you  nor  me,  and  that  it  is 
**  an  ad  of  compuliion.    You  may  even 
apprife  M.  de  Mercy  of  it*."    M,  de 

*  This  converfation  took  place  on  Wednefday  in  the 
Holy  Week,  the  20th  of  April. 

MonU 
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Montmorin,  without  making  any  anfwer  to 
his  Majefty,  received  the  letter  from  his 
hands,  and  went  home  to  reflect  upon  it. — ■ 
In  confidering  it  with  profound  attention, 
new  arguments  prefented  themfelves  to  him, 
which  he  thought  more  decifive  than  thofe 
he  had  already  urged  to  the  King.  Of  thefe 
he  compofed  a  letter,  which  he  fent  the  fol- 
lowing day  to  his  Majefty,  and  which  con- 
cluded in  the  following  manner: 

Should  your  Majefty,  notwithftanding 
what  I  have  now  faid,  perfift  in  the  de- 
termination  you  communicated  to  me,  I 
**  here  add  the  refignation  of  my  ofEce,  that 
**  your  Majefty  may  order  the  letter  which 
*'  I  have  the  honour  to  return  to  you,  to  be 
**  figned  by  fome  other  Miniftcr  for  Fo- 
"  reign  Affairs.    The  facrifice  of  my  place 
*'  I  confider  as  nothing,  when  it  is  required 
**  by  honour,  by  my  duty,  and  above  all, 
'*  by  my  faithful  adherence  to  the  interefts 
^  "  of  my  King." 

His  Majefty  anfwered  this  letter  by  the 
following  note: — "  I  will  keep  your  re- 
fignation, bccaufe  it  may  hereafter  ferve 
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to  prove  that  you  fent  it  to  me  on  this 
*•  occafion;  but  I  do  not  accept  it,  and  I 
*'  will  explain  my  reafons  to  you.  Come 
**  to  me  this  morning  without  fail.'* 

In  the  converfation,  which  took  place  in 
confequence  of  this  note,  the  King  told  M.  de 
Montmorin  that,  not  expeding  his  refufal,  he 
had  charged  M.  de  Lejfart  to  write  immedi- 
ately to  the  Department  and  the  Municipality, 
to  inform  them  of  the  orders  a:bout  to  be  given 
to  the  Ambaffadors  and  Minifters  of  France, 
at  foreign  Courts  ;  that  M.  de  LeJJart's  letter 
would  be  inferted  in  the  public  papers  *,  and 
that  it  was  impofTible  to  defer  a  meafure  fo 
officially  announced.  "  Befides,'*  added 
his  Majelly,  you  need  have  no  apprehen- 
**  fions  about  your  honour:   I  engage  to 

juftify   you   completely    at    a  proper 

time.'*  Thefe  affurances,  accompanied 
by  the  moft  earneft  entreaties,  at  lafl  deter- 
mined M.  de  Montmorin  to  fign  the  letter 
addreffed  to  the  Ambaffadors. 

This  anecdote,  known  to  but  very  few, 
will  no  doubt  find  many  difinclined  to  give 

*  M.  de  Lejfart' s  letter  was  inferted  on  the  2  2d  of 
April,  in  feveral  papers,  and  among  others  in  the  Moni- 
teuKf  No.  112. 

it 
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it  credit;  and  will  perhaps  be  contradidted 
by  feme.  I  declare  beforehand  then  that  all 
my  proofs  of  it  reft,  firft,  upon  the  affer- 
tion  of  M.  de  Montmorin,  who,  in  anfwer 
to  my  reproaches  for  %ning  fuch  a  letter, 
fhewed  me  the  King's  note  above-mentioned, 
and  told  me  the  circumftances  which  I  have 
3 lift  related  :  and  in  the  next  place,  upon  the 
certain  fact,  which  I  learned  from  the  King 
himfelf,  of  M.  de  M 07117)10^71*3  refignation, 
given  at  the  time  of  writing  the  letter  to  the 
Ambaftadors,  and  kept  by  his  Majefly  till 
the  month  of  November  1792,  when  it  was 
accepted  on  being  again  urged  by  M,  de 
Montmorin. 

The  letter  propofed  by  the  La77ieth  Pm^iy 
was  fent  on  the  23d  of  April  to  all  the  Am- 
baffadors  and  Minifters  of  France  at  foreign 
Courts,  and  on  the  lame  day  M.  de  Mont- 
morin fent  a  copy  of  it  to  the  AlTembly. 
The  rapture  excited  by  the  reading  of  it 
among  the  Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche 
and  in  the  galleries,  was  expreftcd  by  conti- 
nued applaufcs,  and  by  a  thoufand  cries  of 
Vive  le  Roi !  repeated  almoft  at  every  fen- 
tence :  but  the  Members  ,of  the  Cote-Droit, 
in  greater  confternation  than  ever,  kept  the 
profoundeft  filence. 

Alexander 
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Alexander  de  Lameth,  immediately  after 
the  reading  of  this  letter,  rofe,  and  extolled 
to  the  clouds  this  folemn  teftimony  of  the 
King's  attachment  to  the  new  Conftitution, 
and  the  happy  effects  which  were  to  be  ex- 
pe6led  from  it.  He  moved  to  thank  him 
for  it  in  a  particular  manner,  by  fending  a 
Deputation  to  him.  Several  perfons  called 
out  that  the  AlTembly  fliould  wait  on  the 
King  in  a  body,  and  that  a  medal  fhould  be 
fl:ruck  to  commemorate  this  day.  Robe^ 
fpierre  moderated  this  enthufiafm  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  King  would,  no  doubt,  fee 
with  pain  the  Afl'embly,  forgetting  their 
dignity,  move  in  a  body  from  their  places  : 
belides,  it  was  not  feafonable  to  thank  his 
Majefty,  as  it  was  not  now  that  the  Affem- 
bly  were  for  the  firfl:  time  to  believe  in  his 
patriotifm  j  that  on  the  contrary  they  ought 
to  think  that  from  the  beginning  of  the  Re- 
volution the  King  has  remained  conflantly 
attached  to  it :  and  inftead  of  thanking,  they 
fhould  congratulate  him  on  the  perfed:  har- 
mony of  his  fentiments  with  thofe  of  the 
Nation.  This  motion  was  a,doptedj  and  it 
was  decreed  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  King's 
letter  fliould  be  fent  to  all  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary bodies  throughout  the  French  empire. 

2  The 
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The  Prefident  then  went  to  the  Palace  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  Deputation.  In  his 
fpeech  to  the  King,  he  expreffed  the  fenti- 
ments  and  enthufiafm  which  the  AfTembly 
had  manifefled.  **  The  French  will  not  be 
furprifed,"  added  he,  **  at  this  new  proof 
*'  which  you  give  them  of  your  afFedtion. 
"  Your  heart.  Sire,  is  known  to  them. 
'*  They  are  accuftomed  to  pronounce  your 
**  name  with  all  the  overflowings  of  tender- 
*'  nefs  and  gratitude  which  are  due  to  great 
**  benefits.  The  moment  is  arrived  in  which 
*'  a  calm  will  fucceed  to  the  fears  and  hopes 
**  between  which  the  Nation  were  flu(5luat- 
**  ing  in  uncertainty.  The  hydra  of  Fac- 
**  tion  had  a  hundred  heads;  you  have 
ftruck  off  the  lafl:.  Sire,  I  prefume  to  fay 
to  your  Majefly,  that  you  will  be  happy; 
*'  for  you  have  now  fecured  the  happinelS 
"  of  the  People." 

•  I  am  infinitely  fenfible,"  anfvvered  the 
King,  "  of  the  juflice  which  the  National 
**  Affembly  renders  me.  If  they  could 
*•  read  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  they  would 
**  there  find  only  fentiments  that  would 
juftify  the   Nation's   confidence :  every 

diftruft 
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*'  dillruil:  would  be  banillied  ;  we  Ihould  all 
be  happy." 

The  applaufes  and  acclamations  were  re- 
newed with  tranfport  when  the  Deputation 
reported  this  anfwer  to  the  AlTembly  :  they 
ordered  it  to  be  printed,  and  to  be  fent  to  all 
the  Municipal  Bodies  :  but  the  following 
day  not  a  fingle  trace  remained  of  that  en- 
thufiafm  which  the  letter  to  the  AmbafTadors 
had  at  fir  ft  excited.  It  exafperated  all 
honeft  men  ;  and  the  Democrats  themfelves, 
finding  it  too  exaggerated  to  believe  it  fin- 
cere,  accufed  the  King  of  falfehood  and  per- 
fidy. Thus  this  ilep,  far  from  producing 
the  happy  efFedts  which  his  Majefty  had 
been  made  to  hope  from  it,  only  encreafed 
diflTuft,  and  rendered  his  fituation  more  cri- 
tical than  it  was  before.  Printed  papers 
fluck  up  upon  the  very  doors  of  his  palace, 
announced  that  there  werp  relays  prepared 
on  the  road  from  St.  Cloud  to  Compeigne, 
to  favour  his  departure  :  and  thus  the  King, 
was  obliged  to  renounce  his  excurfion  to 
St.  Cloud,  which  he  had  fo  much  at  heart. 

M.  de  la  Fayette,  a  Granger  to  all  this  in- 
trigue of  the  Lavieth  Party,   was  wholly 

engaged 
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engaged  with  his  own  fituation  with  refpe6t 
to  the  Municipality  and  the  National  Guard. 
He  appeared  on  the  2  2d  of  April  at  the  Sitting 
of  the  Council-General  of  the  Commune, 
and  related,  with  equal  tendernefs  and  pa- 
triotifm,  the  caufes  of  his  difcouragement, 
and  the  motives  which  made  him  perfift  in 
his  refignation.  "  I  do  not  think,"  faid  he^ 
that  the  National  Guard,  the  great  majo- 
rity of  whom  were  always  fuperior  to  the 
fedu(5lions  of  the  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs 
and  party,  can  have  feen  with  indifference 
the  conllitutional  authorities  difregarded, 
their  orders  defpifed,  and  the  public  force 
oppofed  to  the  laws  which  it  is  bound  to 
fee  executed.  However,  Gentlemen,  in 
the  very  kind  marks  of  aflfe6tion  which  I 
have  received,  I  feel  they  have  done  too 
much  for  me,  too  little  for  the  laws.  I 
am  convinced,  with  a  heart-felt  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  my  comrades  love  me :  but  I 
cannot  fay  that  I  know  how  much  they 
cherifh  the  principles  upon  which  liberty  is 
founded.  Gentlemen,  I  make  this  fincere 
avowal  of  my  fentiments  to  you ;  pray, 
communicate  them  to  the  National  Guards, 
from  whom  I  have  received  the  tokens  of 
friendfhip  with  great  fenfibility,  and  to 
Vol.  IV.  E  «  whom 
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*^  whom  I  fhall  always  be  an  affecflionate 
*'  and  grateful  brother.    I  own,  that  to  take 
*'  the  command  of  them  it  would  be  ne- 
*'  cefi'ary  for  me  to  be  affured,  that  perfonal 
liberty,  the  fafety  of  families,  religious 
liberty,  and  refped:  for  the  lawful  autho- 
rities,  would,  without  exception,  be  held 
•*  as  facred  by  them  as  by  my felf.    It  is 
*'  not  only  courage  and  vigilance  that  we 
*'  want,  but  alfo  unanimity  in  the  princi- 
pies  which  I  have  ftated  to  you  ;  and  I 
*'  thought,  and  ftill  think,  that  the  Confti- 
*V  tution  would  be  better  ferved  by  a  refig- 
nation,  from  the  motives  I  have  flated* 
•  *  than  by  my  compliance  with  the  requcft 
with  which  you  have  honoured  me.'* 
So  affectionate,  fo  careffing  a  refufal  could 
not  long  remain  invincible.    Nothing  could 
be  more  grateful  to  M.  de  la  Fayette's  mind 
than  to  yield,  but  he  wiflied  to  yield  witl? 
dignity  ;   above  all,  he  wifJied  fome  little 
reparation  for  the  glaring  affront  he  had  re- 
ceived on  the  1 8th;  and  his  fpeech  to  the 
Council  of  the  Commune  pointed  out  clearly 
enough  the  kind  of  reparation  he  defired. 
The  National  Guard  did  not  miftake  it. 
The  very  next  morning  a  battalion  entered 

into 
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into  the  following  refolution,  and  fent  it  to 
the  fifty-nine  other  battalions  : 

The  National  Affembly  decreed,  that 
**  the  public  force  was  eflentially  obedient, 
and  a  part  of  the  Parifian  army  have 
fhewn  themfelves  elTentially  difobedient. 

M.  de  la  Fayette  ceafed  to  command 
them  only  becaiife  they  ceafed  to  obey 
the  law.  He  requires  an  entire  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  law,  and  not  a  fruitlefs  attach- 
ment to  his  perfon. 

**  Let^  the  battalions  afTemble,  and  let 
every  citizen-foldier  fwear  upon  his  ho- 
nour, and  fign  his  name,  to  obey  the  law  : 
let  thofe  who  refufe,  be  excluded  from 
the  National  Guard;  and  let  the  wiflies 
of  this  army,  fo  regenerated,  be  commu- 
nicated to  M.  de  la  Fayette,  and  he  will 
hold  it  his  duty  to  refume  the  command 
of  it. 

Let  thofe  who  fo  fhamefully  offended 
the  Royal  Family  be  punifhed,  and  turned 
out  of  the  National  Guard.'* 

The  following  day  all  the  battalions  re- 
newed their  oath  of  obedience  to  the  law. 
The  refult  of  their  deliberations  was  tranf- 
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mitted  to  the  Municipality,  and '  communi- 
cated to  M.  de  la  Fayette,  who  at  length 
confented  to  refome  his  pofl:  as  Commander- 
in-Chief.  Two  days  afterwards,  the  Gre- 
nadier who  had  dared  to  make  ufe  of  fuch 
violent  language  on  Palm  Sunday  at  the 
door  of  the  King's  Chapel,  was  difcharged ; 
and  the  Municipality  refolved,  that  the  Gre- 
nadier Company*  of  the  battalion  of  rOra- 
toire,  who  on  the  i8th  had  fet  an  example 
of  infubordination,  fhould  be  difbanded.  In 
purfuance  of  this  refolution,  M.  de  la 
Fayette  repaired  at  noon  to  the  Court  of 
rOratoirey  where,  in  prefence  of  feveral  de- 
tachments of  the  National  Guard,  he  made 
thofe  Grenadiers  deliver  up  their  mufl<:ets, 
fvvords,  and  other  accoutrements,  and  dif- 
banded them. 

While  M.  de  la  Fayette  employed  thefe 
petty  methods  of  re-eftabl idling  difcipline  in 
the  Parifian  army,  the  AiTembly  were  com- 
pleting the  diforganization  of  the  French 
army,  by  authorifing  all  Officers  and  foldiers 
to  attend  the  Sittings  of  the  Jacobin  Clubs 
when  not  upon  duty,  and  till  the  hour  of 
going  to  quarters.    It  may  here  be  obferved, 

*  This  was  a  company,  of  the  Paid  Guards  fSoldesJ, 
formerly  the  French  Guards. 

1  that 
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that  this  decree,  propofed  by  the  Minifter  of 
War,  was  palTed  upon  the  report  of  Alexander 
de  Beauharnois,  and  ftrongly  fupported  by 
M.  de  No  allies  and  M.  de  Tracy,  all  three 
Colonels.  Indeed  this  is  what  the  hia:heft 
Orders  of  the  State  experienced  in  this  Af- 
fembly,  in  which  the  Clergy,  the  Nobility, 
and  the  Magiftracy,  found  their  moft  bitter 
enemies  among  the  chiefs  of  their  own 
members,  and  the  King  a  regicide  in  the 
only  Prince  of  the  blood  deputed  to  the 
States-General.  The  truth  of  this  obferva- 
tion  is  but  too  well  fupported  by  the  facls 
I  have  already  related;  and  thofe  make  it 
unneceffary  for  me  to  repeat  here  fo  many 
odious  names. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XL. 


The  King,  drawn  hy  his  Situation  into  fame 
Errors,  follows  at  the  fame  Time  the 
Plan  of  the  Baron  de  Breteuil,  that  of 
M.  de  Monimorin,  and  that  of  the 
Lameth  Party,  and  projeBs  a  fourth — 
Secret  Miffion  of  Count  Alphonfo  de 
Durfort — The  Count  d'Artois  fees  the 
Emperor  at  Mantua,  and  decides  upon 
a  Plan  with  his  Imperial  Majefly — Count 
Alphonfo  de  Durfort  employed  to  carry  a 
Copy  of  it  to  the  King — The  Pope's  Brief 
againji  the  Civil  Conflitution  of  the 
Clergy  —  Report  on  the  Requeji  of  the 
Conitat  of  Avignon  for  its  Union  with 
France — The  Patriotifm  of  the  Parifans 
grows  cold — They  are  difgujied  with  the 

Affevihly 
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AJfemhly  —  The  AJfembly  engaged  upon 
the  Organization  of  the  Legijlative  Body 
that  is  to  fucceed  them — Remarkable  Let- 
ter of  the  Abbe  Raynal  to  the  Afembly — 
Its  EffeEl  —  Energetic  Step  of  M.  de 
Montmorin — -Its  Succefs — The  Office  of 
the  Minifler  of  Marine  offered  to  me — 
/  decline  it — M.  Thevenard  appointed  to 
it  —  Vneafmefs  occajtoned  by  the  Emi- 
grants and  the  Prince  de  Conde — Decla- 
ration which  the  Afembly  defire  the  King 
to  make  known  to  that  Prince — The  Car- 
dinal de  la  Rochefoucault  denounced — 
He  efcapes  a  Decree  of  Impeachment  by 
a  very  fnall  Majority, 

Cardinal  de  Retz  fays  very  truly, 
that  there  are  fituations  in  which  do  what 
we  will  wc  can  only  commit  errors.  The 
King  was  not  bhnd  to  that  which  he  had 
committed,  in  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  dire^- 
ed  for  a  time  by  the  Lameth  pany  ;  but  it 
was  the  only  means  he  faw  of  avoiding  the 
malHicreof  the -pricfts,  and  in  fad,  I  doubt 
whether  there  was  any  other.    This  error, 
into  which  the  King  was  drawn  by  circum- 
ftances  and  by  motives  which  cannot  be 

E  4  blamed, 
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blamed,  was  unfortunately  not  the  only  one 
which  at  this  period  he  had  to  repent.  The 
conftant  remonftrances  of  the  Marquis  de 
Bouille-  againft  the  journey  to  Montmedi 
fhould  have  prevailed  on  his  Majefty  to  aban- 
don that  projed: ;  efpecially  when  M.  de 
Montmorin  propofed  another,  which,  with- 
out expofing  him  to  any  danger,  led  to  the 
fame  end  by  a  courfe  more  proper  in  every 
refped:.  It  feemed  at  leail;  that  the  King, 
after  having  adopted  the  latter  plan,  fhould 
have  waited  till  it  had  failed,  before  he  re- 
turned to  the  former.  It  was,  however, 
quite  the  contrary ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  on  this  occalion  his  Majefly  attended 
much  lefs  to  the  counfels  of  prudence  than 
to  the  eagernefs,  doubtlefs  very  natural,  to  re- 
cover  his  liberty,  and  to  refciie  the  Royal 
Family  from  the  humiliations  and  dangers 
to  which  they  ought  never  to  have  been  ex- 
pofed. 

There  is  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  all 
the  falfe  fteps  which  neceffarily  attended  the 
dangerous  experiment  of  purfuing  the  fame 
objed:  by  feveral  oppofite  plans,  the  princi- 
pal agents  of  which  could  neither  concert 
together   nor  underftand  each  other,  and 

whofe 
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whofe  means  of  execution,  far  from  receiv- 
ing reciprocal  fupport,  could  only  be  hurtful. 
How,  in  fadl,  could  the  plan  of  a  fecret  de- 
parture for  Montmedi  be  reconciled  with 
that  of  not  leaving  Paris  till  the  Powers  had 
declared  war,  and  till  the  King  had  been 
called  upon  by  addreffes  from  the  Depart- 
ments, and  by  the  wiflies  of  the  army  ? 
or,  with  the  meafures  propofed  by  the  La- 
meth party?  and  yet,  his  Majefly  not  only 
carried  on  thefe  three  projects  together,  but 
alfo  formed  a  fourth,  unknown  either  to  the 
Baron  de  Breteuil  or  M,  de  Montmorin,  I 
had  myfelf  only  formed  mere  coojedures 
refpeding  this  fad,  which  was  occafioned 
by  fome  words  that  had  efcaped  the  King  at 
different  times,  and  I  never  took  the  liberty 
of  alking  "him  any  queftions  on  this  fub- 
jed ;  but  fince  I  left  France,  I  have  received 
the  moft  accurate  information  upon  this  inter- 
efting  point,  and  I  declare,  that  the  truth  of 
the  fads  which  I  am  going  to  relate,  has 
been  attefted  to  me  either  verbally  or  by 
writing,  by  four  perfons  who  were  the  moll 
likely  to  be  perfedly  acquainted  with  it  :  I 
mean  M.  de  Lafcazas,  the  Spanifh  Ambaf- 
fador,  M,  de  Calonne,  the  Count  de  Van- 

dreuil, 
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dreuilj  and  the  Count  Alphonfe  de  Dur- 
fort  *. 

The  extreme  uneafinefs  which  the  infur- 
redlion  of  the  i8th  of  April,  and  the  fer- 
mentation which  followed,  gave  the  King 
and  the  Queen,  made  them  defirous  of  in- 
forming the  Count  d'Artois  of  their  true 
fituation,  and  of.  the  Aate,  of  affairs  in 
France,  more  accurately  and  circumftantially 
than  prudence  would  permit  by  letters.  Their 
Majefties  determined  to  fend  a  confidential 
perfon  to  him,  and  one  whofe  attachment 
and  loyalty  were  known  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs.  They  caft  their  eyes  on  the  Count  Al- 
phonfe de  Durfort,  and  charged  M.  de  C  

to  found  him,  refpedting  fome  fecret  mif- 
fion  for  the  fervice  of  the  King,  without 
telling  him  the  nature  of  it,  and  to  affure 
him  at  the  fame  time,  that  their  Majefties 
did  not  infift  upon  his  undertaking  it,  and 
that  they  lliould  not  be  the  leaft  difpleafcd 

if  he  declined  it.   M.  de  C  mentioned  it 

to  him  on  Good  Friday  (2 2d  April).  Count 

*■  The  Count  Alphonfo  de  Durfort,  who  was  charged 
with  tlie  fecret  conimillion  related  in  the  followiny 
pages,  has  written  the  particulars  of  it,  in  a  memoir 
which  he  communicated  to  me. 

Alphonfo 
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Alphonfe  de  Durfort's  anfwer  was,  that 
whatever  was  for  the  fervice  of  the  Kins:  re- 
quired  no  time  for  confideration,  and  that 
he  would  undertake  the  miffion,  whatever 

were  its  objed:.    M.  de  C-  then  told 

him  the  circumftances,  dcflred  him  to  re- 
fle6t  upon  it,  and  if  he  perlifted  in  under- 
taking it,  he  was  to  attend  at  the  Queen*s 
party  on  Eafler  Monday,  and  anfwer  No^ 
Madam,  to  the  queftions  which  her  Ma- 
jefty  would  alk  him  on  the  departure  of  the 
Venetian  Ambaffadrefs,  as  it  was  agreed 
with  her  Majefly  that  this  fhould  be  the 
fign  of  his  undertaking  it.    Count  Alphonfe 

afterwards  confulted  with  M.  de  C  on 

the  mode  of  rendering  his  commillion*  as 
ufeful  and  fatisfadlory  as  it  could  be  to  their 
Majefties  and  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Count 
d'Artois.  The  method  which  appeared  beft 
to  him  for  this  purpofe,  was  to  propofe  to 
their  Majefties  the  various  queftions  which  he 
prefumed  the  Count  d'Artois  would  not  fail 
to  put  to  him,  to  receive  tlieir  anfwers  to 
thefe  queftions,  and  to  deliver  them  to  "his 
Royal  Highnefs. 

M,  de  C         mentioned  this  plan  to  the 

King  and  Queen,  who  approved  it.  Count 
Alphonfe,  in  confequence,    went   to  the 

Queen's 
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Queen's  party,  on  Eafler  Monday,  and  there 
made  the  anfwer  agreed  upon  relative  to  the 
departure  of  the  Venetian  AmbalTadrefs. — 
On  the  next  day  he  had  an  interview  with 
their  Majellies,  who  permitted  him  to  pre- 
fent  his  queftions  to  them,  and  to  write  their 
anfwer,  in  order  to  imprefs  them  upon  his 
memory.  The  following  is  an  exadl  copy 
of  thofe  queflions  and  anfwers  :  the  anfwers 
are  fuppofed  to  be  addreffed  to  the  Count 
d'Artois, 

ift  Queftion.  Do  your  Majefties  confide  in 
the  intentions  and  in  the  zeal  of  the  Count 
d'Artois?  Is  there  any  ground  for  the 
anxiety  he  has  been  made  to  fuffer,  as  to 
your  fentiments  in  refped:  to  him,  and  as  to 
your  intentions  to  put  yourfelves  into  the 
hands  of  the  Fa(5tious  in  the  Affembly,  ra- 
ther than  owe  your  fafety,  and  the  re-efta« 
blifhment  of  your  authority,  to  the  efforts 
and  fuccefs  of  the  Princes,  in  conjunftion 
■with  the  Nobility  of  the  Kingdom  ? 

Anfwer.  [dilated  by  the  Queen).  You 
are  deceived.  Your  fituation  is  that  which 
occupies  their  Majefties  moft.  How  can  it 
be  believed,  that  with  the  exalted  fpirit  you 
know  they  poilefs,   they  prefer  remaining 

under 
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under  the  yoke  of  infamous  villains,  to  be- 
ing fuccoured  by  their  near  relations  and 
faithful  fervants  ? 

2d  Qiiejlion.  What  do  your  Majefties 
think  of  M.  de  la  Fayette? 

Anfwer.  We  confider  him  as  a  fanatic, 
weak,  fadlious  man,  in  whom  we  can  never 
have  the  leaft  confidence. 

^d  Quefiion,  What  do  you  think  of  M.  de 
Montmorin  ? 

Anfwer.  His  will  is  good,  but  he  has  no 
power. 

/^th  Quejiion,  Has  the  Archbifhop  of  Sens 
any  influence  on  the  determinations  of  your 
Majefties  ? 

Anfwer,  None.  He  is  generally  abhor- 
red and  defpifed  by  all  parties.  We  con- 
cur in  this  public  opinion.  He  has  befides 
deceived  us. 

^th  QiieJlion,  Why  did  the  King  go  to 
the  Affembly,  after  being  prevented  from 
going  to  St.  Cloud? 

Anfwer,  He  was  forced  by  his  Minifl:ers, 
on  whom  he  could  not  rely. 

Sth  Queftion,  In  what  ftate  is  the  mind  of 
the  People?  Have  your  Majefties  in  the 
AfTembly  any  perfons  on  whom  you  can 
rely  ? 

Anfwer. 
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Anfwer.  The  mind  of  the  People  is  deteft- 
able ;  they  are  for  no  King.  We  have  no 
perfon  in  the  AlTembly.  The  only  Deputy 
who  made  overtures  to  us  is  dead. 

'  ']th  Qiujlion.  How  is  the  letter  addrefled 
to  all  the  AmbaiTadors  to  be  juftified  ? 

Anfwer.  The  date  proves  the  neceffity  of 
it.  The  King  did  not  fign  it,  and  he  made 
no  alteration  in  it,  that  it  might  appear  as 
monflrous  as  it  really  was  :  it  was  drawn 
up  by  m.embers  of  the  Affembly,  who 
thought  this  ftep  indifpenfably  neceffary, 
and  who  expedted  great  fuccefs  from  it. 

^th  Qiieftion.  Have  your  Majefties  a  de- 
fire  or  intention  of  leaving  Paris  ? 

Anfwer.  The  greatcfl:  defire;  but  the 
means  of  effedting  it  appear  to  us  almoft 
impoffible.  In  cafe  the  opportunity  fliould 
offer,  we  wifh  to  know  beforehand  in  what 
place  we  fliould  be  moil  fecure,  by  Valen- 
ciennes or  Metz.  We  are  very  anxious  on 
this  head. 

Tiie  King  and  Queen  authorifed  Count 
Alphonfe  to  inform  M.  dc  Calonne  of  his 
miffion,  -to  afTure  h\m  that  their  Majefties 
were  pleafed  to  fee  the  confidence  which  the 
Count  d'Artois  had  in  him,  and  that  they 

were 
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were  convinced,  that  he  would  give  him 
fuch  counfel  only  as  would  be  for  their  fer- 
vice.  They  charged  him  alfo  to  advife  him 
to  break  off  all  correfpondence  with  the 
Vifcountefs  cle  L.  whofe  opinions  were  more 
than  fufpedled,  and  who,  living  publicly 
with  the  late  Bifhop  of  Autun,  might 
acquaint  him  with  every  thing  fhe  knew, 
and  thus  injure  the  bufinefs ;  and  to  tell  him 
that  one  of  the  letters  which  he  had  writ- 
ten to  her,  and  in  which  he  had  expreffed 
his  hopes  for  the  fpeedy  re-eftablifhment  of 
Cardinal  de  Mo7itmorency,  had  been  fhewn 
to  the  Queen  by  Madame  de  Laynes. 

On  the  28th  of  April  Count  ALphonfe  fet 
out  for  Switzerland.  He  faw  M.  d'Auti- 
champ  at  Berne,  who  acquainted  him  that 
the  Count  d'Artois  was  at  Vicenza. 

At  this  period  the  Emperor,  who  was  tra- 
velling in  Italy  with  his  fifler,  the  Queen  ~ 
of  Naples,  went  to  Florence.  M.  de  Ca- 
lonne  arriving  there,  his  Imperial  Majefly 
confented  to  fee  him,  and  had  feveral  private 
conferences  with  him,  in  a  fmall  retired 
houfe^  fcparated  from  the  Palace,  to  which, 
from  a  lingular  humour,  the  Emperor  al- 
ways went  alone,  without  any  fuite  or  fer- 

vants, 
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vants,  and  opened  the  door  himfelf  to  the 
perfons  whom  he  appointed  to  meet  him 
there. 

M.  de  Calonney  after  having  difclofed  the 
views  and  wifhes  of  the  Count  d'Artois  to 
the  Emperor,  engaged  him  to  grant  the 
Prince  an  interview,  and  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefly  faid  he  would,  without  delay,  appoint 
the  day  and  place.  M.  de  Calonne  returned 
to  inform  the  Count  d'Artois  of  this  :  and 
it  was  at  this  juncture  that  Count  Alphonfe 
arrived  at  Vicenza,  where  he  found  his 
Royal  Highnefs,  and  acquainted  him  with 
the  objedl  of  his  million.  The  Prince, 
greatly  affecfled,  and  lliedding  tears  at  the 
misfortunes  of  the  King  and  Queen,  and  at 
the  confidence  that  their  Majeflies  rcpofed 
in  him,  became  the  more  impatient  to  fee 
the  Emperor,  and  to  imprefs  him  with  his 
own  emotions.  He  flattered  himfelf  to  be 
able  to  excite  his  feelings  fo  flrongly  as  to 
determine  him  to  adopt  meafures  the  moft 
likely  to  deliver  their  Majeflies  fpeedily 
from  the  dreadful  fituation  to  which  they 
were  reduced,  and  to  prevent  the  calamities 
which  threatened  France. 

The  Emperor  having  informed  the  Count 

d'Artois 
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d'Artois,  that  the  interview  which  he  had 
promifed  him  fhould  take  place  at  Mantua 
on  the  20th  of  May,  the  Prince  repaired  thi- 
ther on  that  day,  accompanied  by  M,  de 
Calonne,  M.  Defcars  and  Count  Alphonfe 
de  Durforty  and  on  his  arrival  fent  to  in- 
quire at  what  hour  the  Emperor  would  re- 
ceive him.    His  Imperial  Majefty  anfwered, 
that  it  fhould  be  at  what  hour  he  pleafed, 
and  invited  him  to  dinner.  The  Count  d'Ar- 
tois  went  in  the  uniform  of  the  Swifs  Regi- 
ment, and  was  received  by  the  Emperor  as 
favourably  as  he  could  defirc.    The  joy  and 
furprife  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  were  extreme, 
when  he  learned  that  a  powerful  coalition 
was  forming  for  the  rehef  of  the  King  and 
Queen ;  that  the  Emperor  was  already  af- 
fured  of  the  concurrence  of  the  Circles, 
Switzerland,    Spain,  Sardinia,    and  other 
Powers ;  and  that  it  only  remained  to  de- 
termine,  by  a  well  concerted  plan,  the  moft 
advantageous  manner  of  employing  thefe 
forces,  and  the  meafures  to  be  taken  in  the 
interior  to  fecond  this  movement  and  infure 
its  fuccefs,  without  their  Majefties  being  re- 
duced to  the  neceffity  of  executing  the  pro^ 
jedt  of  retreating  to  Metz,  of  which  M.  de 
Mercy  had  informed  the  Emperor. 

F  After 
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After  dinner  the  Count  d'Artois  went  to 
AT.  de  Calonne,  and  charged  him  immedi- 
ately to  draw  up  a  note  upon  the  different 
objeds  on  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  had 
treated  in  this  converfation.  This  note,  and 
the  plan  that  refulted  from  it,  being  finifhed 
the  fame  day  at  eight  in  the  evening,  the 
Count  d^Artois  immediately  returned,  ac- 
companied by  M.  de  Calonne,  to  commu- 
nicate it  to  the  Emperor. 

The  difcuffion  of  this  plan  took  up  more 
than  two  hours ;  and  the  Emperor  with  his 
own  hand  corrcded  feveral  articles,  and 
particularly  that  in  which  the  march  of  the 
troops  wa-s  fettled  for  the  month  of  July  or 
Auguft :  he  fixed  it  for  the  month  of  July 
at  farthejl,  W'hen  all  the  articles  were 
agreed.and  refolved  upon,  his  Imperial  Ma- 
}&^y Atnt  iox, Count  Alphonfe,  and  with  his 
own  dips*  alTured  him  of  his  firm  refolution  to 
execute  the  plan  of  which  he  wa^  to  be  the 
bearer.    '*  You  will  give  my  com.piiments 

to  my  brother  and  fifter,*'  added  the  Em.- 
peror,  and  tell  them  that  we  are  going  to 
"  fet  about  their  affairS;,  and  that  it  will  not 
' '  be  by  word s ,  but  by  deeds . ' * 

As  Count  Alp  ho  nfe  was  to  fet  off  the  fol- 
lowing day  for  Paris;  (;he  rcil  of  the  night 
3  "  was 
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was  employed  in  making  three  copies  of  the 
plan  which  he  was  to  take  with  him ;  that 
defigned  for  the  King  was  written  with 
milk,  and  given  to  Count  Alphonfe,  who, 
by  miftake,  and  without  'M.  de  Calonne's 
perceiving  it,  alfo  took  with  him  the  minute 
correded  by  the  Emperor's  hand.    He  was 
exprefsly  enjoined  to  learn  all  the  articles  by 
heart  before  he  fet  off,  left  unforefeen  cir- 
cumftances  ftiould  oblige  him  to  deftroy  the 
copy  he  carried.    The  day  after  his  depar- 
ture he  was  overtaken  at  Bafle,  by  an  Aid- 
de-Camp  of  the  Count  d'Artois,  who  deli- 
vered a  letter  to  him  from  M,  de  Calonne, 
in  which  that  Minifter  informed  him,  that 
letters  which  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  juft  re- 
ceived from  Madame  Elizabeth  contained 
intelligence  that  his  journey  and  the  objediT: 
of  it  were  known  in  France;    that  he 
would  certainly  be  ftopped  and  fearched  at 
the  frontiers,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  hefi. 
tate  to  burn  the  copy  he  had,  having  firft 
reftored  the  writing   by  coal-duft,   or  by 
holding  it  to  the  fire,  in  order  to  imprefs  it 
more  deeply  on  his  memory,  and  to  be  able 
to  give  the  King  the  moft  exadt  account 
of  it. 

^  2  Count 
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Count  Alphonfe  did  not  doubt  but  .  that 
the  alarm  which  Madame  Elizabeth  had 
given  to  the  Count  d'Artois  had  been  fug- 
gefled  to  that  Princefs  by  one  of  thofe  per- 
fons,  who,  eithef  out  of  curiofity  or  to  make 
a  parade  of  their  zeal,  are  eager  to  fpread 
chimerical  fears,  or  relate  ftories  invented  on 
purpofe  to  endeavour  to  difcover  fomething 
of  a  fecret  concealed  from  them.  He  there- 
fore only  burned,  in  prefence  of  the  Aid-de- 
Camp  who  had  been  fent  to  him,  the  copy 
written  with  milk  which  he  was  to  have 
delivered  to  the  King,  but  not  the  minute 
V  which  was  alfo  in  his  port-folio. 

Count  Alphonfe*s  miffion  had  not  pre- 
vented the  King  from  purfuing  the  plan, 
and  making  preparations  for  his  departure 
for  Montmedy.  The  travelling  coach  which 
the  Count  de  Ferfon  had  been  commiffioned 
to  order  for  their  Majellies  was  ready,  and 
M.  de  Goguelas,  who  had  been  fent  by 
M.  de  BouilU  in  the  latter  end  of  April  to 
inform  the  King  of  the  different  difpofitions 
planned  by  the  General,  was  waiting  for  his 
Majerty's  final  orders.  M.  de  MontmoriUj 
who  was  equally  ignorant  of  Count  Al- 
■phonfe's  miffion,  and  the  plan  of  going  to 

Montmedy, 
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Montmedy,  was  carrying  on  the  mofi:  adlive 
correfpondence  to  accelerate  the  execution  of 
his  plan,  and  was  informed  by  M.  de  Mercy 
of  the  progrefs  and  fuccefs  of  the  negotia- 
tion relative  to  a  coalition  of  the  Povrers. 
The  King,  to  whom  he  gave  an  account  of 
it,  calculating  that  the  Auftrian  army  might 
arrive  in  the  environs  of  Arlon  about  the 
middle  of  the  month  of  June,  fent  off  M.  de 
Goguelas  in  the  beginning  of  May,  and 
charged  him  with  a  letter,  in  which  his 
Majefty  mentioned  this  to  M.  de  Bouilliy 
and  informed  him  that  he  intended  to  fet  out 
on  the  i^th  of  June  j  therefore  that  all  the 
preparations  fliould  be  made  for  that  period  : 
but  that  the  King  would  apprife  him  more 
pofitively  of  the  day  and  hour  for  his  de- 
parture. 

The  King  in  another  letter,  dated  the  27th 
of  May,  informed  M.  de  BouilLe,  that  the 
departure  of  the  Royal  Family  was  finally 
fixed  for  the  19th  of  June,  between  mid- 
night and  one  o'clock  in  the  morning*.  The 
following  day  Count  Alphonfe,  of  whom 
the  King  had  had  no  tidings  fince  his  de- 
parture, arrived  at  Paris  on  the  feventh  day 


*  See  M.  de  Bouille's  Memoirs,  chap.  xii. 
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after  his  leaving  Mantua,  without  having 
been  fearched,  flopped,  or  queftioned,  either 
on  the  frontiers  or  in  the  towns  through 
which  he  had  paffed.  On  his  arrival,  he 
faw  M.  de  C***,  and  communicated  the 
plan  fettled  at  Mantua,  and  of  which  he  had 
made  a  frefh  copy.  Their  Majefties,  on 
being  informed  of  his  arrival,  charged  M,  de 
C***  to  bring  him  the  following  day  at 
eleven  in  the  morning  to  the  King*s  room, 
through  the  door  that  opened  into  the  apart- 
ment of  his  Majefty's  head  valet-de-chambre. 
He  attended  at  the  appointed  hour.  The 
King  an3  Queen  were  already  there,  and 
gave  him  fuch  a  reception  ias  the  fervice,  he 
had  rendered  them  deferved.  '  He  delivered 
to  their  Majefties  the  plan  with  which  he 
was  charged,  and  of  which  the  following  is 
a  faithful  extract : 

The  Emperor  fliall  order  35,000  men 
**  to  march  towards  the  frontiers  of  Flanders 
*'  and  Hainault,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
troops  of  the  Circles,  to  the  number  of 
15,000  men,    fliall  proceed  to  Alface. 
*'  The  fame  number  of  Swifs  fliall  appear 
"  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Lyonnois  and 
Franche  Comte ;  the  King  of  Sardinia 

upon 
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**  upon  that  of  Dauphine  with  15,000  men, 
*'  Spain  has  already  affembled  12,000  men 

in  Catalonia,  and  will  raife  them  to 
"  20,000  troops,  to  threaten  the  fouthern 
**  Provinces.  Thefe  different  armies  will 
"  form  a  mafs  of  about  100,000  men, 
*'  which  fliall  march  in  five  columns  to 'the 
**  feveral  frontiers  bordering  on  the  differ- 
"  ent  States.  To  thefe  armies  lliall  be  joined 
*^  the  regiments  remaining  loyal,  the  armed 

volunteers  who  may  be  relied  on,  and  all 
**  the  malcontents  of  the  provinces. 

"  The  Emperor  is  aflured  of  the  good 
*'  difpofition  of  the  King  of  Pruflia;  and 

his  Imperial  Majefly  has  himfelf  under- 
"  taken  the  dired  correfpondence  with  the 

Court  of  Berlin-    The  King  of  England 
*'  as  Eledor  of  Hanover  alfo  defires  to  enter 
"  into  the  coalition,  which  mufi:  be  kept  a- 
"  profound  fecret  till  the  inflant  of  the  ex- 
*'  plofion  :  for  which  reafon  care  muO:  be 

taken  to  prevent  any  partial  infurredion 

in  the  Interior. 

All  being  thus  arranged  for  the  end  of 
"  July,  the  declaration  of  the  Houfe;  of  Bour- 
*'  bon  (hall  appear:  it  lhall  be  figned  by 
"  the  King  of  Spain,  the  King  of  Naples, 

the  Infant  of  Parma,  and  the  Princes;  of 
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•*  the  Blood  that  are  at  liberty.  The  Mani- 
**  fefto  of  the  Powers  engaged  in  the  coa- 
*•  lition  (hall  appear  immediately  after. 

"  Although  the  Emperor  is  the  foul  and 
**  leader  of  the  enterprife,  it  would  moft 
**  probably  place  the  Queen  in  a  perilous 
**  fituation  if  he  fhould  appear  as  the  prime 
**  mover  ;  for  this  plan  would  be  certainly 
attributed  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and 
the  AfTembly  will  ufe  their  utmoft  en- 
**  deavours  to  render  it  odious  to  the  People. 
**  The  Emperor  is  going  to  write  to  the 
King  of  Spain  to  haften  his  preparations, 
**  and  exhort  him  to  fign  without  delay  the 
**  declaration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  The 
**  King  and  Queen  of  Naples,  who  are  ac- 
*'  quainted  with  it,  only  wait  the  fignature 
**  of  Spain  to  affix  theirs. 

The  intentions  of  the  King  of  Sardinia 
are  excellent:  he  only  waits  the  Empe- 
ror*s  fignal.    The  Diet  of  Ratifbon,  who 
**  have  received  the  decree  for  acommiffion, 
**  are  about  to  take  their  laft  refolutions. 

"  The  neutrality  of  England  may  be  re- 
**  lied  upon. 

Every  thing  being  thus  concerted  with  the 
**  Powers,  this  plan  ought  to  be  confidered 
*'  as  fettled;  and  care  fhould  be  taken  that 

it 
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"  it  is  not  thwarted  by  jarring  ideas.  Their 
"  Majefties  fhould  carefully  avoid  dividing 

their  confidence,  and  letting  many  into 
*'  the  fecret;    having  already  experienced 

that  it  only  hurts,  retards,  and  embar- 
**  ralles. 

*'  The  Parliaments  are  neceflary  for  the 

*  re-eftablifhment  of  forms;  confequently 

*  a  continual  correfpondence  muft  be  kept 
'  up  with  feveral  Members  of  the  Supreme 
'  Courts,  to  be  able  to  reafifemble  them 

*  eafily  when  the  time  comes. 

**  Though  hitherto  it  had  been  wiflied 
'  that  their  Majefties  might  themfelves 
'  procure  their  liberty,  the  prefent  fituation 

*  of  affairs  makes  it  neceffary  to  entreat 
'  them  carneftly  to  drop  the  idea.  Their 

*  pofition  is  very  different  from  that  in 

*  which  they  flood  previous  to  the  18th  of 
'  April,  before  the  King  had  been  com- 
'  pelled  to  go  to  the  Affembly,    and  to 

caufe  the  letter  to  be  written  to  the  Am- 
baifadors.  The  only  objecfl:  that  ought  to 
take  up  their  Majefties*  attention,  is  to 
employ  every  pofiible  means  to  increafc 
their  popularity,  to  take  advantage  of  it 
when  the  time  fhould  come,  and  fo  that 
the  people,  alarmed  at  the  approach  of  the 

foreign 
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**  foreign  armies,  fnoiild  find  their  fafety 
**  only  in  the  King*s  mediation,  and  their 

fubmifTion  to  his  Majefty's  authority. 
**  This  is  the  Emperor's  opinion.    He  de- 

pends  folely  on  this  plan  of  condu6t  for 
*'  the  fuccefs  of  the  meafures  which  he  has 
**  adopted,  and  particularly  requefts  that 
*•  every  other  may  be  given  up.  What 

might  happen  to  their  Majefties,  if  in 
**  their  flight  they  ihould  not  be  able  to  ef- 

cape  a  barbarous  vigilance,  makes  him 
**  ibudder  with  horror.  His  Imperial  Ma- 
*'  jefty  thinks  that  their  Majefties'  furefl: 
**  eourfe  is  the  tt^bv  of  the  armies  of 

'*  the  allied  P6Aver§,  preceded  by  threaten- 
**  ing  manifeftos." 

The  plan  being  read,  their  Majefties,  with- 
out entering  upon  a  minute  difcuffion  of  the 
different  articles  of  it,  only  obferved,  that 
with  refpect  to  the  Parliaments,  after  the 
declarations  contained  in  their  lafl  refolu- 
tions,  they  could  not  and  ought  not  to  be 
more  than  Judges. 

Would  it  not  be  very  fatistliclory," 
added  the  King,      if  the  declaration  of  the 
23d  of  June  were  reforted  to?"  Count 
Alphonfe  anfwcred,  that  the  opinion  of  the 

Emperor 
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Emperor  and  his  very  words  were  :  That 
"  the  King  ought  to  refume  all  his  aiitho- 
*'  rity,  and  regulate  it  himfelf  as  he  fhould 
judge  proper;  with  a  reafonable  confide- 
*'  ration  of  the  defires  ftated  in  the  majority 
of  the  inftruclions  given  to  the  Deputies. 
*'  That  the  King  of  France  had  done  more 
than  any  other  monarch  in  favour  of  his 
"  People;  who,  in  return  for  his  kindnefs, 
"  had  loaded -him  with  outrages.'^ — That 
is  true/'  /aid  the  King;  «'  nothing  of  the 
kind  would  have  happened  if  the  States- 
**  General  had  been  convoked  in  1787,  in- 
*'  ftcad  of  1789:  but  that  idea  did  not 
**  occur  to  me ;  and  none  oY  tlie  Miniflers 
*'  thought  of  it." 

The  King  did  not  deliver  his  fentiments 
concerning  the  laft  article  of  the  plan ;  but 
the  Queen  appeared  very  much  diiTlitisfied 
with  it,  and  faid  with  warmth  :     We  ought 
to  attempt  every  thing  in  order  to  leave 
**  Paris;  but  to  go  only  to  the  frontiers: 
"  for  a  King  Cirght  never  to  leave  his  King- 
dom.     Confefs,"  added  Ihe,  addreffing 
herfelf  to  Count  /ilphonfe,  "  that  my  bro- 
ther was  hurt  that  we  employed  the  Baron 
de  Bretniil.    We  did  it  becaufe  he  was 
the  only  perfon  acquainted  with  the  Court 

"  of 
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**  of  Vienna,  where  he  refided  ;  and  becaiife 
* '  he  was  known  to  the  Prince  de  Kaunitz, 
**  who  has  fo  long  held  the  reins  there.'* 
Several  other  queftions  relative  to  the  Count 
d'Aftois  terminated  this  converfation. 

The  coalition  of  the  Powers  was  the  prin- 
cipal means  propofed  by  M.  de  Montmorin, 
and  it  was  formed  in  execution  of  his  plan, 
which  the  King  and  the  Emperor  had  ap- 
proved J  but  the  infiirre(ftion  of  the  i  Sth  of 
April,  and  the  events  that  followed  in  con- 
fequence,  had  made  his  Imperial  Majefty 
think,  that  as  the  fituation  of  the  King  was 
changed,  it  was  necefTary  to  have  recourfe 
to  new  meafures  ;  and  that  of  uniting  the 
regiments  remaining  faithful,  the  emigrants, 
the  nobility,  and  all  the  malcontents  of  the 
Kingdom,  with  the  foreign  armies,  appeared 
to  him  proper  to  imprefs  the  greater  terror, 
by  adding  to  the  fear  of  a  foreign  war  that  of  a 
civil  one  :  but  that  was  precifely  what  the  King 
moft  dreaded  himfelf ;  and  this  alone  was 
fufficient  to  prevent  him  from  participating  in 
any  manner  in  the  execution  of  the  plan.  On 
the  other  hand,  their  Majefties*  impatience 
to  quit  Paris  was  fo  great,  that  the  advice  to 
drop  the  idea  of  it  could  not  be  agreeable  to 
them.    The  King  therefore  did  not  recall 

the 
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the  orders  which  he  had  given  to  the  Mar- 
quis de  Bouille'y  in  the  letter  of  the  27th  of 
May,  and,  on  different  excufes,  refufed  thofe 
which  M.  de  Montmorin  was  continually 
applying  for  to  difpatch  to  the  Baron  de 
Gi  liters. 

Nothing  tranfpired  concerning  any  of 
thefe  plans  during  the  month  of  May.  The 
Pope's  brief  againft  the  civil  conftitution  of 
the  Clergy,  and  by  which  his  Holinefs  fuf- 
pended  the  Bifliop  of  Autun  from  all  his 
fun(5tions,  and  declared  him  excommuni- 
cated after  forty  days,  if  he  did  not  recant 
his  errors,  was  for  feveral  days  the  topic  of 
the  converfations  and  pamphlets  of  the 
Capital. 

The  requeft  relative  to  the  union  of  the 
Comtat  of  Avignon  to  France,  which 
had  already  been  twice  difcuffed  and  re- 
je(5ted  by  an  adjournment  of  the  queftion, 
occupied  the  Affembly  during  the  firfl 
Sittings  in  May,  and  was  again  formally 
rejeded  by  a  decree  j  in  paffing  which  the 
votes  were  called,  and  there  appeared  487 
againft  316,  notwithftanding  the  injury 
done  by  the  Pope's  brief  to  his  moft  legal 
interefts,  and  the  hopes  of  the  Facetious 
grounded  on  that  circumllance.  The  elo- 
quence 
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quence  and  folid  argument  with  whidi  the 
Abbe  Mauryy  M.  de  Cazales,  M.  de  Cler- 
mont Tonnerre  and  M.  Malouet  defended  ^ 
the  rights  of  the  Holy  See,  caufed  the  decree 
propofed  by  the  Committee  to  be  rejedted. 

The  fame  decree  was  a  fecond  time  pre- 
fcntcd  a  fortnight  afterwards,  as  the  only  ' 
means,  faid  the  Reporter  {M.  de  Menou), 
of  extinguijiiing  the  torches  of  fanaticifniy 
and  the  flame  of  civil  war,  xchich  defolated 
the  Comtaty  and  became  daily  more  bloody. 
The  queflion  fo  often  debated  on  this  fub- 
lect  was  renewed  with  more  violence  than 
ever;  neverthelefs  the  ilTue  w^as  the  fame. 
The  decree  was  rejected  upon  a  call  of  the 
votes  ;  there  appearing  374  againft  368*. 

The  Aflembly  alfo  confumed  feveral  Sit- 
tings in  the  month  of  May,  in  difcuffions  con- 
cerning the  ftate  of  perfons  free,  not  free,  and 
manumitted  in  the  Colonies,  and  concluded 
with  decreeing  almoft  unanimoufly,  that  no 
law  could  be  pafTed  on  the  fubje6t,  but  upon 
precife  and  voluntary  proceedings  originating 
in  the  Colonial  Affemblies. — (^May  13.) 

*  Avignon  and  tlie  Comiat  FainaiJJin  were  not  declared 
integral  parts  of  the  French  Empire  until  the  decree  of 
the  i4th  of  September  following. 

The 
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The  public  partook   but  little   in  the 
warmth  with  which  the  different  parties  con- 
duded  their  debates.    Patriotifni  was  vifibly 
cooling,  and  the  Affembly  preferved  a  fmall 
remainder  of  popularity  only  by  frequently 
fpeaking  of  the  time  of  their  diffolution,  and 
announcing  it  as  very  near  at  hand.  To 
leave  no  doubt  on  this  head,  they  took  into 
confideration  the  organization  of  the  Legif- 
lative  Body  that  was  to  fucceed  them ;  and 
they  decreed,  that  the  Primary  AfTemblies 
fliould  be  convoked  between  the  12th  and 
25th  of  June  following,  for  the  nomination 
of  new  Deputies  :  but  the  decree  by  which 
they  acquired  the  greateft  applaufe  at  this 
period,  was  that  which  enaded,  that  no 
Member  in  the  prefent  Affembly  could  be 
returned  for  the  next  Legiflature.    The  peo- 
ple were  fo  heartily  tired  with  always  feeing 
the  fame  men  in  the  fame  place,  that  their 
difguft  was  extended  as  well  to  thofe  who 
had  the  mofl:  enjoyed  their  favour,  as  to  their 
antagonifls.    It  was  faid  to  be  high  time 
that  the  National  Reprefentation  Jhould 
change  countenance  ;  and  this  pun  expreffed 
the  general  wifli.  Neverthelefs  they  were  flill 
patient,  becaufe  the  Committees  had  taken 
care  to  announce,  that  after  the  criminal 

code, 
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code,  which  had  been  already  difcuffed  in 
feveral  Sittings,  was  concluded,  the  AfTem^ 
bly  would  have  no  more  to  engage  them 
than  the  municipal  code,  the  code  of  the 
police,  the  national  conventions,  and  the 
definitive  organization  of  the  Executive 
Power ;  and  that  the  laws  on  thefe  fubjeds 
would  be  all  finally  pafTed  before  the  end  of 

The  Abbe  Raynal^  could  not  have  chofen 
a  more  favourable  jun(5lure  for  fending  to 
the  Aflembly  his  famous  letter,  which  was 
di(5lated  by  the  grief  and  alarm  he  felt  on 
feeing  the  frightful  confcquences  of  thofe 
principles,  of  which  he  had  himfelf  been 
the  mofi:  ardent  fupporter.  This  compofition, 
the  wifeft  and  moft  valuable  that  ever  came 
from  the  pen  of  the  Abbe  Raynal,  was  read 
to  the  Affembly,  and  is  as  follows  : 

**  Gentlemen, 
"  On  my  arrival  in  this  Capital  after  a 
'*  long  ab fence,   my  heart  anfd  my  eyes 
**  turned  towards  you.    You  would  have- 

*  A  philofophical  writer,  well  known  by  his  Hiftory 
of  the  Commerce  of  the  Indies,  by  his  high  notions  con- 
cerning liberty,  equality,  &c.  &c.  &c.  and  by  his  decla* 
raations  againft  the  modes  of  government. 

feen 
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"  feen  me  at  the  feet  of  this  auguft  Affem- 
bly,  if  my  age  and  infirmities  would  per- 
mi t  me  to  fpeak  to  you  without  too  great 

**  emotion,  on  the  great  things  you  have 

*  done,  and  of  thofe  ftili  neceffary  to  be 

*  done,  to  eftabhfh  on  this  agitated  land 

*  that  peace,  liberty,  and  happinefs  which 
'  it  is  your  intention  to  procure  for  us, 

*  Do  not  think  that  any  who  are  acquainted 

*  with  the  indefatigable  zeal,  talents,  know- 

*  ledge,  and  courage  you  have  difplayed  in 

*  your  immenfe  labours,  are  deficient  in 

*  gratitude;   others  have  told  you  of  it, 

*  others  have  dwelt  upon  the  title  you  have 

*  to  the  efteem  of  the  Nation.    For  me, 

*  whether  you  confider  me  as  a  citizen 

*  ufing  the  right  of  petitioning,  or  leaving 

*  free  fcope  to  my  gratitude,  you  permit  an 

*  old  friend  of  liberty  to  return  what  he 

*  owes  you  for  the  protecSlion  with  which 
you  have  honoured  him ;  I  befeech  you 
not  to  rejed-  ufeful  truths.    I  have  long 
dared  to  fpeak  to  Kings  of  their  duty; 
fuffer  me  now  to  fpeak  to  the  People  of 
their  errors,  and  to  their  Reprefentatives 
of  the  dangers  which  threaten  us.    I  am, 
I  own  to  you,  deeply  afiflidted  at  the 
crimes  which  plunge  this  Empire  into 
Vol.  IV.  G  mourning. 
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mourning.  Is  it  true  that  I  am  to  look  back 
with  horror  at  myfelf  for  being  one  of 
tbofe  who,  by  feehng  a  noble  indignation 
■againft  arbitrary  power,  may  perhaps  have 
furnifhed  arms  to  licentioufnefs  ?  Do  then 
Religion,  the  Laws,  the  Royal  Authority, 
and  Public  Order,  demand  back  from  Phi- 
lofophy  and  Reafon  the  ties  which  united 
them  to  this  grand  fociety  of  the  French 
Nation,  as  if  by  expofmg  abufes,  and 
teaching  the  rights  of  the  People  and  the 
duties  of  Princes,  our  criminal  efforts  had 
broken  thofe  ties  ?  But  no — never  have 
the  bold  conceptions  of  philofophy  been 
reprcfented  by  us  as  the  ftrid  rule  for 
a6ts  of  legiflation. 

"  You  cannot  juftly  attribute  to  us  what 
could  only  be  the  refult  of  a  falfe  inter- 
pretation of  our  principles.  Alas !  now 
that  I  ftand  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave  ; 
now  that  I  am  about  to  quit  this  immenfc 
family  whofe  happinefs  I  have  ardently 
defired,  what  do  I  fee  around  me?  Reli- 
gious troubles,  civil  diffenfions,  confter- 
nation  on  the  one  hand,  tyranny  and  auda- 
city on  the  other ;  a  Government  the 
flave  of  popular  tyranny  ;  the  fandluary 
of  the  laws  furrounded  by  unruly  mens 

**  who 
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**  who  alternately  either  dictate  or  defpife 
**  them;  foldiers  without  difcipline  ;  leaders 
without    authority;    Minifters  without 
*•  means  j  a  King,  the  lirft  friend  of  his 
People,  plunged  into  bitternefs,  infulted, 
menaced,  ftripped  of  all  authority,  and 
the  public  power  no  longer  cxifting,  but 
*'  in  Clubs,  in  which  ignorant  and  rude 
**  men  dare  to  decide  all  political  quef- 
**  tions.'*  \_Here  murmurs  broke  forth  from 
the  Cote -Gauche.'] 

Such,  believe  me,  is  the  real  fituation  of 
"  France.  No  other  than  myfelf  would  per- 
haps  dare  to  tell  it  to  you  ;  but  /  dare,  be- 
"  caufe  I  ought ;  becaufe  I  am  upon  the  verge 
"  of  eighty/'  [_A  voice  from  the  Cote^Gauche 
faid.  So  it  appears.] — *'  Becaufe  I  cannot 
be  accufed  of  regretting  the  ancient  fyf- 
tern  ;  becaufe,  when  I  bewail  the  ruined 
•Mtate  of  the  church  of  France,*'  [Here 
a  laugh  from  the  Cote-Gauche.]      I  can- 
not  be  accufed  of  being  a  fanatic  prieft ; 
becaufe,   in  confidering  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  lawful  authority  as  the  only 
"  means  of  fafety,  I  cannot  be  accufed  of 
"  being  a  partifan,  or  of  expeding  favours  ; 
becaufe,  in  attacking  thofe  citizens  who 

G  2  have 
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'*  have  fet  the  Kingdom  in  flames,  and  per- 
verted  the  public  mind  by  their  writings, 
"  I  (hall  not  be  accufed  of  undervaluing  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs.    Alas!  I  was  full 
of  hope  and  joy,  when  I  beheld  you  lay- 
"  ing  the  foundations  of  the  public  happi- 
"  nefs,  reforming  abufes,  proclaiming  the 
rights  of  all,  and  bringing  the  different 
*'  parts  of  the  Empire  under  the  fame  laws 
**  and  a  uniform  fyftem;  but  my  eyes  over- 
*'  flowed  with  tears,  when  I  beheld  the  moft 
*'  wickeji  of  men  employing  the  vilefl:  of 
*'  intrigues  to  fully  the  Revolution ;  when 
**  I  faw  the  holy  name  of  Patriotifm  profti- 
"  tuted  to  villainy,  and  licentioufnefs  march- 
**  ing  in  triumph  under  the  banners  of  Li- 
•*  berty.   Dread  mingled  with  myjuft  grief 
**  when  I  beheld  all  the  fprings  of  Govern- 
"  ment  deftroyed,  and  weak  barriers  fubfti- 
**  tuted  inftead  of  an  adive  and  reprefling 
*  *  power.    I  have '  looked  every  where  for 
'*  the    traces    of   that  central  authority 
which  a  great  Nation  places  in  the  hands 
**  of  the  Monarch  for  its  own  fafety — but 
*•  all  in  vain.     I  looked  for  thofe  prin- 
*'  ciples  which  are  the  prefervers  of  pro- 
**  perty,  and  I  faw  them  invaded."  [Great 

murmurs 
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mw^murs  in  the  AJfembly.']  "  I  looked  for 
**  the  fhelter  where  perfonal  liberty  repofes, 
**  and  I  faw  audacity  continually  increafiiig, 
**  invoking,  awaiting  the  fignal  of  deftrue- 

tion,  which  the  Fadlious,  and  the  Innov^r- 
**  tors,  as  dangerous  as  the  Fadious,  are 
**  ready  to  give.  I  heard  thofe  infidious 
**  voices  that  alarm  you  with  falfe  terrors, 

in  order  to  turn  afide  your  attention  from 

*  real  dangers;  that  infpire  you  with  fatal 

*  diftrufts,  in  order  to  lead  you  to  deflroy, 

*  one  after  another,  all  the  props  of  the 
\  Monarchical  Government ;  above  all,  I 

*  fhuddered  to  obferve,  in  their  new  ftate 

*  of  exiftence,  this  People,  who  wifh  to 

*  be  free ;  I  faw  them  not  only  miftaking 

*  the  focial  virtues,  humanity  and  juftice, 

*  the  only  foundations  of  real  Liberty,  but 

*  alfo  receiving  with  avidity  the  new  feeds 
'  of  corruption,  and  thus  fuffering  themfelves 

*  to  be  fettered  with  a  new  chain  of  flavery. 
Alas  !  what  are  my  fufferings,  when  in 
the  heart  of  the  Capital,  in  the  centre  of 
knowledge,  I  fee  this  mifguided  people 
welcome,  with  a  ferocious  joy,  the  mofl 
criminal  propofitions — fmile  at  the  reci- 
tal of  murder,  and  celebrate  their  crirjies 
as  conquefts !"  [A  voice  from  the  Cote- 

G  3  Gauche 
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Gauche  faidy  This  is  one  of  M.  Malouet^s 
reports.']     For  this  people  are  unacquainted, 
that  a  fingle  crime  is  the  fource  of  infinite 
**  calamities.    I  fee  them  laugh  and  dance 
**  upon  the  brink  of  a  precipice  which  may 
*'  fwallow  up  even  hope.   This  fhow  of  joy 
*'  is  what  has  moil:  deeply  afFeded  me  :  yoiu* 
indifference  at  this  dread-ful  perverfion  of 
the  public  mind  is  the  firft  and  only  caufe 
*'  of  the  change  which  has  been  wrought 
*'  refpedting  yourfelves,  of  that  change  by 
"  which  corrupted  adulations,  or  murmurs 
**  flifled  by  fear,  have  taken  place  of  the 
**  pure  homage  paid  to  your  firft  labours  ; 
**  but  whatever  courage  I  am  infpired  with 
"  by  the  knowledge  of  my  lafl:  hour  being 
**  at  hand,  however  Simulated  even  by  the 
"  love  of  Liberty  to  a  performance  of  my» 
**  duty,  ftill  I  feel,  in  addreffing  you,  that 
refped:  and  fpecies  of  fear,  which  no  man 
can  throw  off  when  he  imagines  himfelf 
**  arguing  with  the  Reprefentatives  of  a 
**  great  people. 

"  Muft  I  flop  here,  or  continue  to  fpeak  to 
you  in  the  name  of  poflerity  ?  Yes,  I  think 
you  worthy  of  hearing  that  language.  I 
**  have  all  my  life  meditated  on  the  ideas 
which  you  have  been  applying  to  the  rege- 

neration 
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**  neration  of  the  Kingdom  j  I  have  meditated 
**  upon  them  at  a  period  when,  repulfed  by 
**  every  focial  inftitution,  by  every  intereft, 
**  by  every  prejudice,  they  had  only  the  al- 
**  lurement  of  a  foothing  wifli,   I  had  then 
**  no  motive  to  make  the  application,  or  to 
**  calculate  the  effed:  of  the  terrible  incon- 
**  veniences  attending  fadiions,  when  inveft- 
ed  with  the  power  that  commands  men 
and  things,  when  the  refiftance  of  things, 
**  and  the  palTions  of  men,  are  the  elements 
**  necelTary  to  be  combined ;  which,  in  the 
'*  circumftances  and  at  the  time  I  wrote, 
**  I  neither  could  nor  ought  to  evince.  The 
"  circumftances  and  the  times  in  which  you 
are  adting  require  you  to  attend  to  them, 
and  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  in- 
form  you  that  you  have  not  done  it  fuf- 

*  ficiently. 

"  By  this  fingle,  but  continued  error,  you 
'  have  vitiated  your  work,  you  have  reduced 
'  yourfelves  to  fuch  a  fituation,  that  you 

*  can  only  preferve  it.  from  total  ruin  by 
'  going  back,  or  marking  out  this  retrograde 

*  motion  for  your  fucceffors.    Should  you 

*  fear  to  encounter  alone  all  the  hatred  that 

*  furrounds  the  Altar  of  Liberty,  be  af- 

*  fured,  that  this  heroic  facrlfice  will  not 

G  4  be 
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be  the  leaft  of  the  confoling  refle<Stions 
you  will  lay  up  for  yourfelves.  What 
men  muft  they  be,  who,  leaving  their 
country  all  the  good  they  have  been  able 
to  do  it,  referve  to  themfelves  folely  the 
reproaches  due  to  real  and  ferious  evils, 
but  of  which  they  can  accufe  only  events  ? 
I  think  you  worthy  of  fo  exalted  a  def- 
tiny,  and  that  idea  encourages  me  to  point 
out  to  you  unreferved  ly  the  defedls  which 
you  have  introduced  into  the  French 
Conftitution. 

Called  upon  to  regenerate  France,  you  . 
ought  in  the  firft  place  to  have  confidered 
what  you  could  preferve  of  the  old  order, 
and,  moreover,  what  you  could  not  give 
up.  France  was  a  Monarchy  :  its  ex- 
tent, its  wants,  its  manners,  the  National 
fpirit,  are  infeparable  bars  to  the  admiffion 
of  Republican  forms  into  it,  without  ef- 
fecting the  total  diffolution  of  the  Em- 
pire. The  Monarchical  power  was  vi- 
tiated from  two  caufes  :  its  foundation 
was  furrounded  with  prejudices,  and  its 
limits  were  marked  only  by  partial  refin- 
ance. To  refine  the  principles  by  fixing 
the  Throne  upon  its  true  bafis,  the  Sove- 
reignty of  *the  Nation  ;  and  to  fettle  the 
2  limits. 


May  1791-3       FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  8^ 

**  limits,  by  placing  them  in  the  National 
*'  Reprefentation,  were  what  you  had  to  do. 
"  You  think  you  have  done  it !  But  in  or- 
**  ganizing  the  two  powers,  the  ftrength 
**  and  fuccefs  of  the  Conflitution  depend  on 
**  their  balance.     You  had  only  to  guard 

againft  the  prefent  bias  of  ideas.  You 

muft  have  feen  that  in  public  opinion  the 
**  power  of  Kings  was  declining,  and  the 
**  rights   of   the  People  increafing.  By 

weakening  without  meafure  what  is  al- 
*'  ready  tending  naturally  to  decay,  and 

ftrengthening  in  its  fource  ^hat  is  natu- 

*  rally  tending  to  increafe,  you  are  drawn 

*  forcibly  to  this  fad  iilue ;  a  King  with- 

*  out  authority,  and  a  People  without  con- 

*  trol.    It  was  by  delivering  yourfelves  up 

*  to  the  diftradlions  of  opinion  that  you  fe- 
'  conded  the  influence  of  the  multitude,  and 

*  eftabliflied  popular  eledions  without  end. 
"  Have  you  not  forgotten  that  frequent 

*  eledions  unceafingly  renewed,  and  the 
'  fhort  duration  of  powers,  are  caufes  which 

*  relax  the  political  fprings  ?  Have  you  not 

*  forgotten  that  the  form  of  Government 
ought  to  bear  a  jufl:  proportion  between 

*  the  protedlors  and  proteded  ?  You  have 

"  prefer ved 
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"  preferved  the  name  of  King,  but  in  your 
*^  Conftitution  he  is  no  longer  ufeful,  he  is 

even  dangerous.  You  have  reduced  his 
"  influence  to  that  which  corruption  may 
*•  ufurp;  you  have  in  a  manner  invited  him 
*  *  to  oppofe  a  Conftitution  which  inceflantly 

Ihews  him  what  he  is  not,  and  what  he 
**  might  be.  This  then  is  a  vice  inherent 
*'  in  your  Conftitution  j  a  vice  which  will 

deftroy  it,  if  you  or  your  fucceflbrs  do  not 

haften  to  root  it  out. 

"  I  will  not  fpeak  to  you  of  the  faults 
**  which  m.a^  be  attributed  to  circum- 
*'  ftances — you  perceive  them  yourfelves; 

but  how  can  vou  fuffer  the  evil  which 
**  you  may  deftroy,  to  remain  ?  After  hav- 
*'  ing  declared  the  right  of  the  liberty  of 
"  religious  opinions,  how  can  you  fuffer 
**  priefts  to  be  oppreffed  with  perfecutions 
*'  and  outrages  [A  movement  of  indig- 
nation was  manifejied  by  the  Cote -Gauche,'] 

After  having  confecrated  the  principles  of 
"  individual  liberty,  how  can  you  fuffer  a 
*'  Conftitution  to  exift  in  your  bofom, 
**  which  ferves  as  a  model  and  pretext  for 
*'  all  the  fubaltern  inquifitions  that  a  fac- 
"  tious  apprehenfion  has  erecfted  in  every 

part 
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part  of  the  Empire  ?  How  is  it  that  you 
are  not  alarmed  at  the  audacity  and  fiic- 

*'  cefs  of  the  writers  who  profane  the  name 
of  patriot  ?  You  have  a  Monarchical  Go- 

*^  vernment,  and  they  caufe  it  to  be  detefted. 

**  You  wiih  the  liberty  of  the  People,  and 
they  wifh  to  make  the  People  a  moft  fe- 
rocious  tyrant.  You  wifli  to  regenerate 
morals,  and  they  command  the  triumph 

**  of  vice  and  the  impunity  of  crimes. 

I  will  not  fpeak  to  you  of  your  mea- 

**  furesof  finance.  God  forbid  that  I  fhould 
increafe  alarm,  or  diminilli  hope  !  The 

*'  public  fortune  is  ftill  in  your  hands;  but 

*'  be  well  affured  that  neither  taxes,  credit, 
receipt  or  expences  are  certain,  where  the 

*'  Government  is  neither  powerful  nor  re- 
fpedted.  What  kind  of  Government  could 
refift  this  predominant  influence  of  Clubs  ? 
You  have  deftroyed  the  corporations,  and 
yet  the  moft  cololTal  of  all  alTociations 
rifes  over  your  heads,  and  threatens  to 
dilTolve  all  the  powers.  France  is  now 
divided  into  two  very  diflind  claffes; 
that  of  honeft  moderate  men,  who  are  at 
prefent  mute  and  difmayed;  and  violent 
fpirits,  who  attrad  each  other,  unite,  and 
compofe  a  formidable  volcano,  which 

**  ejedts 
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«*  ejeds.  a  lava  of  terrors  capable  of  burying 
**  all.  You  have  publiflied  a  declaration  of 
*'  rights,  and  that  declaration  is  perfed,  if 

you  difengage  it  from  metaphyseal  ab- 
*'  ftradions,  which  only  tend   to  fpread 

through  the  French  Empire  the  feeds  of 
**  diforganization  and  diforder.  IncelTantly 
*'  hefitating  between  principles  which  you 
*•  are  prevented  from  modifying,  and  cir- 

cumftances  which  force  exceptions  from 
*'  you,  you  do  very  little  for  the  pubhc 
"  good,  and  too  much  for  your  doctrine. — 
**  You  are  often  wavering  and  impolitic,  at 
**  the  moment  when  you  wifh  to  be  neither. 

You  fee  that  none  of  thefe  obfervations 

efcape  the  friends  of  Liberty.  They  de- 
*'  mand  back' from  you  the  depofit  of  the 
*'  pubhc  opinion,  of  which  you  are  but 
*'  the  organs.  Europe  is  looking  on  you 
*'  with  aftonifhment ;  Europe,  which  may 

be  fliaken  to  its  very  foundations,  by  the 
**  propagation  of  your  principles,  is  enraged 
**  at  their  exaggeration.  The  filence  of  its 
**  Princes  may  perhaps  be  owing  to  dread. 
*'  But  do  not  afpire  to  the  fatal  honour  of 
*'  rendering  yourfelves  formidable,  by  im- 
**  moderate  innovations,  as  dangerous  to 
**  yourfelves  as  to  your  neighbours  !  Once 

more 
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**  more  open  the  annals  of  the  world,  call 
**  to  your  aid  the  wifdom  of  ages,  and  fee 
*•  how  many  Empires  have  perifhed  by 
anarchy. 

"  It  is  time    to  put   an  end  to  that 
*'  which  diftrads  us;  to  flop  vengeance, 
**  fedition,  and  mutiny,  and  to  reftore  peace 
and  confidence.    To  attain  this  falutary 
"  end  you  have  but  one  means,  and  that  is, 
**  by  a  revifion  of  your  decrees  to  re-unite 
**  and  ftrengthen  the  powers  weakened  by 
"  their  being  feparated,  to  grant  to  the 
King  all  the  force  neceffary  to  fecure  the 
authority  of  the  Laws,  and,  above  all,  to 
fecure  the  liberty  of  the  Primary  Affem- 
"  blies,  from  which  the   Fadious  have 

*•  driven  all  virtuous  and  wife  citizens.**  

[Here  fome  of  the  Afembly  applauded  and 
fome  murmured.]  ^'  Do  you  think  that. the 
"  re-eftabliHiment  of  the  Executive  Power 
can  be  the  work  of  your  fucceffors  ?  No  ; 
they  will  affemble  with  lefs  force  than 
*'  you  pofTefs  :  they  will  have  to  gain  that 
*'  popular  opinion  which  you  have  difpofed 
of.  You  alone  can  create  again  what  you 
have  deftroyed,  or  fufFered  to  be  deftroyed. 
You  fixed  the  bafis  of  a  rational  Confti- 

tution. 
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**  tiition,  by  fecuring  to  the  People  the  right 
of  making  laws,  and  granting  taxes. — 
**  Anarchy  will  annihilate  thefe  very  rights, 
if  you   do  not   place  them  under  the 
*'  guard  of  an  active  and  vigorous  Govern- 
ment ;  and  defpotifm  awaits  you,  if  you 
do  not  prevent  it  by  the  tutelary  protec- 
**  tion  of  the  Royal  Authority. 

I  have  colled;ed  all  my  ftrength  to  fpeak 
"  the  auftere  language  of  truth  to  you.  Par- 
**  don  my  zeal,  and  attribute  to  the  love  of 
**  my  country,  whatever  appears  too  free  in 
**  my  remonftrances,  and  be  allured  of  my 
"  ardent  wiflies  for  your  glory,  as  well  as 
of  my  profound  refpeCt. 

(Signed) 

William  Thomas  Raynal." 

The  Alfembly  heard  this  letter  read  to  the 
end ;  but  it  was  often  interrupted  by  violent 
murmurs  and  grofs  infults,  fometimes  di- 
re6ted  againfl  the  author,  and  fometimes 
againft  M.  Alaloiiet,  the  fimilarity  of 
whofe  opinions  with  thofe  exprefled  in  the 
letter  raifed  a  fufpicion  of  his  having  com- 
pofed,  or  at  leaft  fuggefted  this  vehement 
cenfure  of  the  Revolution  and  of  the  whole 

conduct 


MAyi79i]       FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  95 

condud:  of  the  AfTembly.    The  Prefident 
(Bureau  de  Puzy)  was  highly  blamed  for 
allowing  it  to  be  read,  and  it  was  propofed 
that  he  fhould  be  called  to  order ;  but  he  faid 
in  his  j unification,  that  before  he  had  given 
the  letter  to  be  read  he  had  informed  them 
that  the  Abbe  Raynal  did  not  fpare  the 
faults  which  he  thought  they  had  commit- 
ted J  and  that  he,   the  Prefident,  thought 
himfelf  the  lefs  authorifed  to  withhold  it,  as 
the  Abbe  Raynal  had  announced  his  inten- 
tion to  print  it.    Robefpierre  attempted  to 
prove,  that  this  letter  would  produce  upon 
the  public  an  efFedl  quite  contrary  to  what 
was  exped:ed.        This  Conftitution  then,'* 
faid  he,  **  muft  be  highly  favourable  to  the 
**  People,  and  very  fatal  to  tyranny,  fince 
**  fuch  extraordinary  means  are  employed  to 
**  decry  it.    It  is  attacking  Liberty  to  de- 
**  nounce  to  the  world  as  the  crimes  of 
**  Frenchmen,    thefe    Commotions,  thefe 
*'  flrugglcs,  which  are  fo  natural  a  crifis  to 
"  Liberty,  that,  without  this  crifis,  defpotifm 
*'  and  llavery  would  be  incurable.   We  will 
**  not  refign  ourfelves  to  the  alarms  attempt- 
**  ed  to  be  raifed.  The  Affembly  have  done 
'*  themfelves  honour  by  hearing  the  letter 

read. 
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*»  read.  It  only  remains  for  them  to  pafs, 
*'  with  equal  dignity,  to  the  order  of  the 
'*  day."  This  motion,  every  fentence  of 
which  was  loudly  applauded'  by  the  6*^?^/- 
Gauche,  was  adopted,  after  a  fliort  debate. 
But  the  public  were  not  of  Robejpierre's 
opinion  refpecfling  the  Abbe  Raynal's  letter. 
On  the  conttary,  it  made  the  greateft  im- 
preflion,  and  contributed  not  a  little  to  in- 
creafe  the  difcredit  of  the  Affembly. 

M.  de  Montmorin,  ftill  purfuing  the  exe- 
cution of  his  plan,  negle6ted  nothing  in  or- 
der to  turn  all  thefe  circumftances  to  the 
King's  advantage.  To  this  end  he  employed 
feveral  private  agents  in  the  Sedlions  and  in 
the  National  Guard,  under  the  diredion  of  a 

Mr.  M  >  and  they  often  made  him  pay 

very  dear  for  doing  nothing,  under  the  title 
of  fecret  fervices.  This  is  an  almoft  un- 
avoidable evil  in  every  meafure  of  this  kind ; 
but,  when  compelled  to  it,  it  fhould  be  em- 
-  ployed  only  for  fervices  that  may  be  proved, 
and  which  fliould  never  be  paid  for  till  per- 
formed. The  zeal  of  M.  Montmorin  was 
not  confined  to  thefe  obfcure  and  uncertain 
means.  At  this  period  he  took  a  ftep  flill 
more  energetic  than  any  he  had  taken  be- 
fore. 


May  179 1 •]       FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 


fore,  and  its  fuccefs  was  as  complete  as  he 
could  wifh.  The  following  was  the  occafion 
of  it: 

A  joLirnalift  had  infer  ted  in  his  paper  *  of 
the  31ft  of  May,  a  pretended  letter  from 
Franckfort,  containing  the  following  pa- 
ragraph : 

I  have  in  my  hands  at  this  moment  true 
copies  of  two  counter-letters,  fent  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  declaration  to  the  Am- 
bafladors,   the  efFedt  of  which  they  were 
meant  to  annul,  and  which  they  have  en- 
tirely counteraded.    It  is  ftated,  that  for  a 
fliort  time  the  King  had  fubmitted  to  the 
laws  of  neceffity  ;  that  it  was  requifite  to 
have  recourfe  to  this  expedient,  in  the  firft 
place,  in  order  to  fecure  his  life,  and  in  the 
next,  to  lull  diftrufl,  and  to  feize  the  mo- 
ment when  it  was  laid  afleep  to  refume  tliofe 
meafures  of  precaution  recently  difconcerted. 
The  meaning  of  the  laft  words,  which  we 
colleded  from  the  fame  fource,  a  few  days 
ago,  is  this :— -The  excurlion  to  St.  Cloud, 
which  was  prevented,  was  not  to  end  at  two 

*  The  Monlteur,  No.  151. 

^^^-IV.  H  leagues 
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leagues  from  Paris,  it  was  to  have  extended 
the  following  night  to  Compiegne,  and 
thence  to  Bruflels.  A  manifeflo  was 
then  to  proclaim  to  Europe,  that  the 
King  had  juH:  efcaped  from  a  long  and 
painful  captivity  ;  that  forefeeing  the  evils 
which  would  refult  from  this  departure, 
to  the  faithful  part  of  the  Nation,  when 
it  fliould  be  known  by  thofe  who  miflead 
the  People,  it  was  deferred,  but  it  became 
necelTary,  as  foon  as  the  King  found  him- 
felf  on  the  point  of  being  forced  to  a  kind 
of  abjuration  of  the  religion  of  his  fathers, 
by  receiving  the  communion,  at  a  period 
which  it  obferves  the  moft  folemnly,  from 
a  pretended  paftor  whom  the  church  did 
not  acknowledge. 

**  At  the  fame  time  the  Pope's  Brief  was 
to  have  been  profufely  diftributed  through- 
out all  the  Departments,  The  moft  exten- 
five  hopes  were  placed  upon  the  concurrence 
of  Religious  and  Monarchical  fanaticifm, 
and  upon  the  determination  to  be  publifhed 
by  the  different  defpots.  Thefe  details  may 
be  depended  upon — they  come  from  the 
Tuileries ;  twice  have  I  feen  the  original 
letters.  You  may  fuppofe  that  there  are  no 
*  2  lignatures 


June  1791.]      FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  gg 

fignatures  to  thefe  mifTions,  but  I  know  that 
they  come  from  one  of  the  mbft  adive  agents 
of  a  great  Ariflocratical  perfonage,  who  has 
given  him  a  confiderable  part  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Department  referved  for  diplo" 
matic  treafon.^* 

M.  de  Montmorin  immediately  de- 
nounced this  article  of  the  Moniteur  to 
the  AiTembly  in  a  letter  conceived  in  thefe 
terms : 

"  Mr.  Prefident,  it  would  be  a  difficult 
talk,  and  even  an  abfurd  one,  to  attempt 
anfwering  the  calumnies  daily  fpread  in 
fome  of  the  journals  with  which  we  are  de- 
luged. The  wifeft  and  certainly  the  eafieft 
way  would  be  to  leave  thefe  calumnies  to 
the  contempt  which  awaits  them,  when  the 
calm,  which  their  principal  objedl  is  to  keep 
at  a  diftance,  fliall  permit  the  appreciating 
of  them  according  to  their  juft  value  :  but 
neverthelefs,  when  thofe  calumnies  are  of  a 
nature  to  alarm  the  whole  Nation ;  when 
they  tend  to  create  fufpicions  the  moft  un- 
juil  and  the  moft  injurious,  concerning  the 
intentions  of  the  Royal  Family ;  when  we 

H  2  find 
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find  them  introduced  into  a  journal  which 
had  not  hitherto  been  confounded  with  thofe 
which  appeared  to  have  no  other  end  than 
that  of  agitating  the  People,  mifleading 
them,  and  exciting  them  to  excelTes ;  when, 
I  fay,  fo  many  circumftances  are  found 
united,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  a  fervant  of 
the  Public,  and  as  Minifter  to  the  King,  to 
contradi6t,  in  the  moft  public  manner,  what 
malice  invents  and  fpreads,  and  what  mif- 
truft  is  but  too  ready  to  receive  in  the  prefent 
clrcumftances.  I  think  it  then  incumbent 
upon  me  to  lay  before  the  Affembly  an  arti- 
cle infer  ted  in  the  151ft  Number  of  the 
Moniteu7\ 

"  The  precaution  taken  by  the  editor  to 
conceal  the  name  of  his  correfpondent  is  a 
fufficient  proof  of  the  calumny;  but  this 
reflection,  obvious  as  it  is,  is  not  perhaps 
enough  at  this  moment.  I  atteft,  there- 
fore, on  my  refponfibility,  on  my  head,  on 
my  honour,  that  the  projed:,  which  the 
writer  of  this  article  does  not  blufh  to 
afcribe  to  the  King,  never  exifted.  Alas  ! 
were  the  cares  and  the  vigilance  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  known  in  every  particular,  they  would 
be  found  of  a  very  different  nature. 

In 
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In  regard  to  the  counter-letters,  which 
feems  to  concern  me  perfonally,  if  I  had  been 
named    by    the   Mo7iiteu7\    and   it  de- 
pends on  its  author  to  name  me,  I  would  im- 
mediately have  profecuteed  the  printer.  The 
author  of  the  article  fhoijd  be  compelled  to 
come  forward,  and  I  think  that  I  fliould 
give  a  proof  of  my  refped  for  the  liberty 
oftheprefs,  by  demanding  that  he  fhould 
be  punifhed  for  defamation.    It  is  time  to 
confider  as  enemies  to  the  public  thofe,  who, 
incefTantly   deceiving  the   people,  in  or- 
der to  agitate  them,   create  real  dangers 
among  us,  by  continually  talking  of  fi(5i:i-. 
tious  ones. 

**  I  am,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  have  thisinftant,  Mr.  Prefident, 
laid  this  letter  before  the  King,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty  not  only  permits,  but  has  ordered 
me  to  fend  it  to  you,  and  to  requeft  you 
to  communicate  it  to  the  National  Af^ 
fembly." 

This  letter  received  repeated  and  loud  ap- 
plaufe.  The  Affembly  ordered  it  to  be 
printed,  and  inferted  in  the  journals.  It 
was  even  propofed  by  feveral,  that  the  pubr 

H  3  lie 
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lie  accufer  fliould  be  ordered  to  profecute  the 
printer  of  the  Moniteur  to  compel  him  to 
difcover  the  author  of  the  denounced  arti- 
cle, and  it  was  not  till  after  a  long  debate 
that  the  Affembly  paffed  to  the  order  of  the 
day. 

The  pretended  letter  from  Franckfort  had 
certainly  no  reference  to  the  plan  in  which 
M.  de  Montmorin  was  engaged;  but  he 
would  not,  perhaps,  have  dared  to  contra- 
di(5t  it  in  fuch  pofitive  terms,  if  he  had 
known  the  project  for  the  King's  depar- 
ture to  Montmedy ;  fome  of  the  circum- 
ftances  of  which  appear  to  touch  near 
enough  upon  the  plan  announced  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  Moniteur t  to  give  grounds  for 
prefuming  that  fome  indifcretion  had  been 
committed.  Be  that  as  it  may,  M.  de  Mont- 
morin* s  letter  removed  all  fufpicions,  be- 
caufe  he  was  known  to  be  the  Minifter 
in  whom  the  King  placed  moil  confi- 
dence. 

The  place  of  Minifter  of  the  Marine,  va- 
cant by  the  refignation  of  M,  de  Fleurieu, 
was  offered  to  me  in  the  beginning  of  May. 
On  my  declining  it,  M.  Thevenard  was 
appointed  on  the  17th  of  the  fame  month; 

and 
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and  on  the  28th  iW.  de  Lejfart,  who  was 
both  Minifter  of  the  Interior  and  of  Public 
Contributions,  having  refigned  the  latter 
department,  the  King  nominated  to  it 
M.  Tarbe,  firft  clerk  of  the  Tax  depart- 
ment. 

If  the  King*s  intentions  gave  no  more  iin* 
eafinefs,  it  was  otherwife  with  thofe  of  the 
Emigrants.  Their  immenfe  number';  their 
afTembling ;  their  motions  upon  the  fron* 
tiers  ;  their  fuppofed  plan  of  forming  an 
army  under  the  command  of  the  Prince  de 
Conde,  and  the  attempts  made  to  bring  over 
to  them  fome  regiments  of  the  French  army, 
announced  difpofitions  the  more  alarming, 
as  at  that  period  feveral  fymptoms  of  infur- 
recflion  were  manifefled  in  the  Interior, 
which  were  thought  to  have  been  excited  by 
the  emifTaries  of  the  Emigrants.  Under 
thefe  circumftances  the  AlTembly,  on  the 
addreffes  of  a  great  many  Departments  and 
Municipalities,  urging  them  to  take  prompt 
and  efficacious  meafures  for  the  fafetyof  the 
Kingdom,  took  this  import^^t  fubjed:  into 
confideration,  in  the  Sitting  of  the  iith 
of  June,  upon  the  report  of  five.  Commit- 

H  4  tees 
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tees  united  *.  A  debate  firft  took  place,  on  a 
motion  for  difbanding  all  the  Officers  of  the 
army ;  but  it  was  rejeded  almoft  unani- 
moufly.  A  new  oath  more  circumftantial 
than  the  former  was  prefcribed  for  the 
Officers  of  every  rank,  under  penalty  of 
lofing  their  commiffions ;  but  the  mofi:  re- 
markable articles  in  the  decree  which  was 
pafled  related  to  the  Prince  of  Conde,  They' 
ran  thus : 

"  The  National  AlTembly  decree,  that  the 
"  Prefident  fliall,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
**  wait  upon  the  King,  and  requeft  him  to 

notify,  with  all   poffible  difpatch,  to 

Louis- Jofeph'Bourbon-Conde,  that  his 
**  refidence  near  the  frontier  of  the  Kingr 
**  dom,  furrounded  by  perfons  whofe  inten- 
**  tions  were  notorioufly  fufpedted,  an- 
**  nounced  guilty  plans. 

**  That  within  fifteen  days,  to  be  reck- 
**  oned  from  the  day  of  the  notification  of 
'*  this  declaration,  Louis- Jofeph-BourboU' 

*  The  Committees  of  the  Conftitiition,  the  Diploma- 
tic and  Military  Committees,  and  thofe  of  Reports  and 
Inquiry. 

*'  Conde 
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Condi  fliould  be  held  bound  to  return  in- 
to  the  Kingdom,  or  to  withdraw  from 
the  frontiers ;  in  the  latter  cafe,  formally 
declaring  that  he  would  never  undertake 
"  any    thing    againft    the  Conflitution 
**  decreed  by  the  National  AfTembly,  and 
**  accepted  by  the  King,  or  againft  the 
**  tranquillity  of  the  State;  and  in  default 
**  of  his  returning  into  the  Kingdom,  or 
**  of  his  withdrawing,  and  making  the 
**  above  declaration,  within  fifteen  days  af- 
ter  the  notification,  the  National  Afiem- 
**  bly  declare  him  a  rebel,  and  that  he  for- 
feits  all  right  to  the  Crown;  and  they 
**  decree,  that  all  his  property  fhall  be  fe- 
**  queftrated;   that  every  French  Citizen, 
**  without    exception,    fliall    be  forbid- 
**  den  all  correfpondence  and  communica- 
*'  tion  with  him  or  his  accomplices  and 
*'  adherents,  under  penalty  of  being  pro- 
*'  fecuted,  and  puniflied  as  a  traitor  to  his 
**  country;  and  in  the  cafe  of  his  entering 
in  arms  upon  the  territory  of  France, 
*•  they  enjoin  every  Citizen  to  fall  upon 
**  him  and  feize  his  perfon,  as  well  as  the 
*•  perfons  of   his  accomplices  and  adhe- 
rents;  and  they  make  him  alfo  refpon- 

fible 
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fible  for  all  the  hoflile  movements  which 
"  maybe  direaed  againft  France  upon  the 
**  frontiers.'* 

The  Committees  in  their  report  had  reck- 
oned in  the  number  of  the  principal  caufes 
which  agitated  the  public  mind  in  the  Inte- 
rior, the  protefts  of  the   Bifliops,  and  of 
Clergymen  removed  from  their  fees  and  be- 
nefices, and  the  mandates  and  pafloral  letters 
fufpending   the  Conftitutional  Priefls.  In 
fad:,  in  fupport  of  this  denunciation,  there 
was  a  criminal  profecution  inftituted  at  St. 
Germain- en- Lay e  againft  the  Cardinal  de  la 
Rochefoucault,  and  two  letters  produced, 
which  he  had  wri^tten  to  two  priefls  of  his 
diocefe  to  fufpend  them  from  the  exercife 
of  their  functions,  and  which  he  had  noti- 
fied to  the  churchwardens  of  the  parifhes. 
where  thofe  priefts  were  eJftablilhed.  The 
Committee  of  Reports  gave  an  account  of 
this  affair  on  the  18th  of  June,  in  the  Even- 
ing Sitting,  and  concluded  with  propofing, 
that  the  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucault  fliould 
be  cited  to  declare,  whether  he  wa^  the  author 
of  the  letter  in  queftion  or  not.   The  Abbe 
Maury  immediately  afcended  the  Tribune, 

and 
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and  ftrove  for  a  long  time  in  vain  to  be  heard. 
In  the  midft  of  the  tumult,  and  before  the 
propofed  citation  was  put  to  the  vote,  the 
Cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucault  rofe  and  faid, 
with  his  ufual  candour  and  ferenity  :  **  I  de* 
**  clare,  that  I  wrote  the  letters  which  you 
**  have  juft  heard,   and  I  am  perfuaded 

that  the  copies  which  have  been  read 
*'  to  you   are   conformable  to  the  origi- 

nal."  Upon  this  declaration,  the  reporter 
propofed,  in  the  name  of  the  Committee,  to 
decree,  that  there  were  grounds  for  an  im- 
peachment of  the  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefou- 
cault, 

The  Duke  de  Liancourt,  as  a  relation  of 
the  Cardinal's,  was  the  firft  to  fpeak  in  his 
defence ;  but  he  did  it  with  more  zeal  than 
dignity.  He  endeavoured  to  prove,  by  a 
comparifon  of  dates,  that  the  inflallation  of 
the  new  Bifhops  of  Rouen  and  of  Verfailles 
had  taken  place  fo  few  days  before  the  letters 
of  the  Cardinal,  that  he  might  have  been 
unacquainted  with  it  at  the  time  he  had 
written,  and  he  was  authorifed  by  the  decrees 
to  continue  proviflonally  his  functions  till  he 
had  notice  of  his  being  fufpended.  The 
Abbe  Maury  and  M.  de  Cazales,  who  fpoke 

after 
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after  the  Duke  de  Liancourt,  difdained  this 
petty  quirk.  They  did  not  think  it  fufficient 
to  prove  that  the  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefou^ 
cault  had  committed  an  excufable  errors 
-  they  maintained,  that  his  condud  in  this 
circumftance  had  been  dilated  by  his  duty, 
and  that  there  was  no  more  in  it  than  the 
exercife  of  the  fpiritual  authority,  of  which 
the  temporal  power  could  not  diveft  him, 
for  it  was  not  from  the  temporal  power  that 
he  had  received  it.    But  the  ftrongeft  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  the  Cardinal  was  the 
confideration  he  had  acquired  from  it\g\\\.y 
years  accumulation  of  virtues.   What  ftupid 
effrontery,  in  fad,  was  it  to  dare  to  think, 
that  a  venerable  Prelate,- whom  the  Nation 
had  been  fo  long  in  the  habit  of  refpeding, 
could  be  confidered  as  guilty  of  treafon 
againftit!  and  yet,  neverthelefs,  the  prio- 
rity was  granted  to  the  motion  offered  by 
the  Committee,   and  even  the  decree  for 
impeachment  appeared  to  be  adopted  by  a 
confiderable  majority,  and  was  pronounced 
by  the  Prefident ;  but  upon  the  warm  and 
perfevering  remonftrances  of  the  members 
of  the  Cote-Droity  the  votes  were  called 
over,  and  the   refult  was,  that  there  ap- 
peared 
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peared  286  votes  againft  271,  in  favour  of 
a  declaration  that  there  were  no  grounds  for 
impeaching  the  Cardinal  de  la  Rochefou- 
cault. 


CHAP 
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CHAPTER  XLL 


Departure  of  the  King  and  Royal  Family 
for  Montmedy — Meafures  taken  by  the 
Affemhly  —  Condud  of  the  Minifters — 
M.  de  Montmorin  befieged  in  his  Houfe 
hy  the  Populace — Embarraffment  of  M, 
de  la  Fayette — The  Conflitutional  Party 
declare  in  his  Favour — The  Affembly,  en^ 
couraged  by  the  Teftimonies  of  Submiffion 
which  they  receivCy  affume  a  firm  Coun- 
tenance—  Declaration  written  with  the 
King^s  own  Hand,  and  prefented  to  the 
Affembly  by  the  Intendant  of  the  Civil  Lift 
— M.  de  RochambeaUf  M,  d'AffryL,  and 
fever al  Staff  Officers  of  the  Szvifs  Guards 
prefent  themf elves  at  the  Bar,  and  pro" 
mife  Submiffion  and  Fidelity  to  the  Af 
fembly — Addreffes  and  Deputations  on 
the  Occafion — The  AJfembly  order  Seals 

to 
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to  be  put  on  all  the  Houfes  ajid  Buildings 
dependent  on  the  Civil  Lijl — New  Form 
of  an  Oath  in  which  the  King  is  not 
named — State  of  the  Capital  —  Details 
relative  to  the  King's  Journey,  and  his 
Arrejl  at  Varennes — Decrees  of  the  Af- 
femhly  on  this  Occafion — Exultation  of 
the  Fadious — M,  de  la  Fayette,  at  the 
Head  of  the  National  Guard,  prefents 
himfelf  at  the  Bar,  followed  by  fever al 
thoufand  Citizens  of  all  Clajfes ;  they 
are  all  admitted  to  take  the  new  Oath. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille,  having  been 
informed  by  the  King  himfelf  that  the  day 
of  his  Majefty's  departure  for  Montmedy' 
was  finally  fixed  for  the  19th  of  June,  be- 
tween midnight  and  one  in  the  morning, 
had  in  confequence  prepared  all  the  meafures 
neceflary  to  enfure  the  efcape  of  the  Royal 
Family.  Several  detachments  of  troojps, 
which  were  to  be  flationed  upon  the  road 
from  Chalons  to  Montmedy,  were  already 
upon  their  march  to  their  refpedive  pofts, 
when  another  letter  from  the  King,  received 
by  M.  de  Bouille  on  the  15th  of  June,  in- 
formed him  that  their  Majdlics'  departure 

was 
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was  put  off  for  four-and-twenty  hours  ;  and 
that  the  Marquis  d'Agoulty  who  was  to  have 
had  a  feat  in  their  coach,  could  not  attend 
them  on  their  journey,  becaufe  Madame  de 
Tourzel,  Governefs  to  the  Children  of 
France,  was  not  willing  to  give  up  her 
right  of  accompanying  them. 

This  delay,  which  kept  the  detachments  at 
their  different  pofts  four-and-twenty  hours 
longer  than  was  intended,  was  the  more 
vexatious,  as  it  could  not  but  augment  the 
fufpicions  which  had  been  manifelled,-  and 
particularly  in  the  fmall  town  of  Clermont 
in  ArgQnne,.on.thc  arrival  of  two  fquadrons 
which  had  been  Rationed  there.  Nor  did  it 
decreafe  M.  de  Bouille*s  anxiety  to  hear  that 
the  Marquis  d'Agoult^  in  whofe  attachment, 
intrepidity  and  energy,  he  had  placed  great 
confidence,  was  not  to  accompany  the  King. 
It  would  furely  have  been  eafy  to  convince 
Madame  de  Tourzel^  that  however  laudable 
her  motives  were,  the  danger  to  which  her 
claim  would  expofe  the  King  and  Royal  Fa- 
mily, if  admitted,  fliould  prevent  her  infift- 
ing  upon  it.  The  caufe  of  the  delay  of 
the  journey  to  Montmedy  might  as  eafily 
have  been  avoided.    In  fad,  it  is  known 

that 
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that  their  Majeftics  only  deferred  their  depar- 
ture till  a  chamber-maid,  whofe  fidelity  they 
fufpedied,  had  finifhed  her  week.    It  would 
have  been  better  to  have  difcharged  her  a 
month  before.    If  that  flep,  from  which  no 
inconvenience  could  have  arifen,  appeared  ~ 
too  fevere,    feme  means  could  eafily  have 
been  found  to  have  fent  her  out  of  the  w^av 
on  the  i^th  of  June,  without  any  fufpicion 
of  the  motive  :  fome  confidential  commifTion, 
Xvith  which  flie  would  have  been  flattered, 
might  have  been  given  to  her  that  day.  But 
unhappily  it  is  not  upon  a  throne  that  the 
neceflity  of  precautions  is  learned,  nor  of 
courfe  the  nicety  and  attention  required  in 
the  minuted  of  them  when  they  may  concur 
in  the  fuccefs  of  a  delicate  enterprife.  The 
long  habit  which  Kings  are  in  of  feeing 
things  fucceed  according  to  their  wifhes, 
without  confidering  the  means  of  execution, 
leads  them  to  view  all  with  the  fame  eye. 
Hence  that  fatal  fecurity,  that  kind  of  care- 
lefTnefs  with  which  Louis  XVI.  was  charged, 
and  which  has  fo  often  made  his  moft  faith- 
ful fervants  defpair. 

On  the  night  between  the  20th  and  21ft 
of  June  their  Majefties  feparateiy  left  the 
Palace  of  the  Tuilleries,  paffing  through  the 

Vol.  IV.  I  Duke 
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Duke  dc  Villequiers*  apartments  between 
twelve  and  one  o'clock.  The  Queen  and 
Madame  Elizabeth  y  as  ihty  entered  the 
Carouzely  law  M.  de  la  Fayette  croffiug 
the  fquare.  Two  common  coaches  waited 
for  the  Royal  Family  upon  the  Quay  of  the 
Theatins.  Their  Majeflies  walked  to  the 
place,  left  Paris  without  any  obftacle,  and 
took  the  road  to  Montmedy  by  Chalons  on 
the  Marne.  Monsieur  and  Madame  fet 
out  an  hour  afterwards  from  the  Palace  of 
the  Luxembourg,  and  took  the  road  of 
Valenciennes. 

On  the  21ft  of  June,  at  the  opening  of 
the  Sitting,  the  Prefident  announced  to  the 
AfTembly,  with  an  air  of  the  deepefl:  conger- 
nation,  that  M.  Bailly  had  juft  informed 
him  that  the  King  and  a  part  of  the  Royal 
Family  had  been  carried  off  in  the  night  by 
the  enemies  of  the  public.  At  this  unex- 
pedled  news  the  dead  filence  of  flupor  reigned 
throughout  the  Hall,  and  lafted  for  fome 
time.  The  different  parties,  all  equally  fear- 
ing to  be  the  firft  to  manifeft  the  impreffion 
which  this  event  made  upon  them,  ftared 
round,  endeavouring  to  penetrate  into  one 
another's  thoughts.  Silence  was  at  length 
broken  by  Regnaut  de  St.  Jean  d'Angely, 

a  Deputy 
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a  Deputy  of  the  Tiers- Et at,  of  middling 
talents,  but  a  Member  of  the  Cote-Gauche, 
and  confequently  fiding  with  the  Conftitu- 
tional  Party  and  that  of  the  Jacobins.  He 
firft  fpoke  of  the  courage,  coolnefs,  and 
tranquillity  which  the  Affembly  muft  difplay 
to  fave  the  empire  on  this  occafion,  as  they 
had  faved  it  by  the  fame  means  two  years 
ago,  after  the  Royal  Sitting  of  the  23d  of 
June.    He  then  propofed  to  order  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  Interior  to  difpatch  couriers  im- 
mediately into  all  the  departments,  with  an 
order  to  all  public  fundionaries,  national 
guards,  and  troops  of  the  line,  to  arrefl:,  er 
caufe  to  be  arrefted,  every  perfon  leaving  the 
Kingdom,  as  well  as  all  ejEfeds,  arms,  am- 
munition, horfes,  carriages,  gold  and  filver 
corn,  &c.  &c. :  and  in  cafe  the  couriers 
ftiould  overtake  the  King,  or  any  of  the 
Royal  Family,  or  thofe  concerned  in  carry- 
ing them  off,  the  faid  public  fund:ionaries, 
national  guards,    and  troops  of   the  line 
ftiould  be  direded  to  take  the  prompted 
meafures  to  prevent  the  King  and  Royal  < 
Family  from  continuing  their  journey. 

This  motion  was  decreed  by  acclamation. 
Several  others  were  afterwards  made  at  once, 
and  produced  fome  moments  of  tumult, 

I  2  not  with- 
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notwithflanding  the  repeated  efforts  of  the 
Prefident,  and  tnoft  of  the  fpeakers,  to  recall 
the  Aifembly  to  the  dignity  and  ferenity 
which  they  had  fliown  after  the  Royal  Sit- 
ting of  the  23d  of  June  1789.  At  this 
moment  a  numerous  mob  was  faid  to  be 
coming  from  the  Pont-Royal  towards  the 
AfTembly,  with  an  intention  to  enter  into  the 
Hall.  Camus,  frightened,  reprefented  that 
the  mojfl  urgent  concern  was  to  fecure  the 
tranquillity  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Af- 
fembly;  and  moved,  that  the  firft  thing 
/  done  fhould  be  to  order  the  Commanders  of 

the  public  force  inftantly  to  employ  a  fuffi- 
cient  guard  to  prevent  any  perfons  whatever, 
except  the  Deputies,  from  entering  the  Hall. 
This  motion  was  much  applauded,  and  una- 
nimoufly  adopted.  Chapelier  then  propofed, 
that  the  Members  of  the  department  of  Paris 
and  the  Municipal  Officers  fhould  be  or- 
dered to  inform  the  citizens,  by  a  general 
proclamation,  that  the  Affembly  were  going 
to  proceed  with  the  greateft  difpatch,  and 
without  breaking  up,  to  fecure  order  through- 
out  the  Empire,  fo  that  it  might  not  be  dif- 
turbed  by  the  King's  departure.  This  motion 
was  alfo  decreed ;  and  before  ten  o'clock  in 

th^ 
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the  morning  the  proclamation  of  the  Muni- 
cipah'ty  was  ftuck  up  in  all  the  ftreets. 

Camus  moved,  that  the  M miners  fhould 
be  fent  for  to  the  AlTembly  ;  and  Charles  de 
Lamethy  that  M.  de  Rochambeau^  Com- 
mander in  Flanders,  fhould  receive  orders 
to  fet  off  immediately  for  that  frontier,  as  it 
was  the  moft  expofed.  A  third  Member 
propofed,  that  the  Affembly  fliould  give  im- 
mediate orders  that  the  heavieft  artillery  of 
Paris  Ihould  be  fired  off  every  ten  minutes  as 
fignals  of  alarm ;  and  that  the  couriers  who 
were  going  to  fet  but  fliould  carry  orders  on 
their  road  for  firing  at  ftated  diftances  a  fimi- 
lar  alarm.  This  motion  was  at  firil  very 
much  applauded  j  but  the  fear  of  the  effeds 
which  fo  general  an  alarm  might  occafion, 
caufed  the  meafure  to  be  rejedled.  Fear  at 
firfl  had  evidently  feized  the  majority  of  the 
Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche  :  it  was  not  fo 
with  thofe  of  the  Cote-Droit.  Their  feri- 
oufnefs  and  filence  fhowed  that  they  were 
uneafy  as  to  the  iffue  of  this  crifis ;  but  a  ray 
of  hope  was  alfo  feen  to  pierce  through  that 
uneafinefs. 

An  Aid-de-Camp  of  M.  de  la  Fayetteh 
(Af.  de  Romeuf)  prefented  himfelf  at  the 
bar,  and  flated,  that  having  received  an  order 

I  3  from 
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from  the  General,  which  enjoined  him  to  fet 
off  immediately  to  inform  all  good  citizens 
that  the  King  had  been  carried  off  by  the 
enemies  of  the  public,  and  to  order  them  to 
ufe  every  means  to  oppofe  his  departure ;  he 
was  going  to  execute  this  order,  but  the 
workmen  employed  at  the  foot  of  the  Pont 
Louis  XVI.  had  pulled  him  off  his  horfe, 
and  had  treated  him  very  ill,  and  that  they  had 
uled  in  the  fame  manner  one  of  his  comrades 
who  was  flill  in  their  hands,  and  for  whom 
he  implored  the  proted:ion  of  the  Affembly. 
The  Prefident  was  authorifed  to  add  to  the 
order  given  by  M.  de  la  Fayette  to  M, 
Romeuff  a  particular  order  from  the  Affem- 
bly, and  to  fend  two  of  their  Members  with 
a  tipflaff  to  refcue  the  Officer  who  had  been 
flopped,  and  to  enable  him  to  continue  his 
journey.  At  the  fame  moment  it  was  an- 
nounced, that  M.  de  la  Fayette  was  arrefted 
by  the  people  at  the  Greve  ;  and  the  Prefi- 
dent was  authorifed  by  acclamation  to  fend 
fix  Commiflioners  to  refcue  and  bring  him 
to  the  Aflembly.  *'  I  beg  the  National  Af- 
"  Yembly,"  faid  Rewbell,  **  to  preferve  the 
**  courage  which  they  have  always  fhown. 
•*  M.  de  la  Fayette  will  fliortly  be  here.  I 
**  beg  the  Prefident  to  afk  him  whether  for 

"  feveral 
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feveral  weeks  pafl:  the  Officers  on  guard 
had  not  received  an  order  not  to  let  the 
King  go  out  after  midnight.    An  Officer 
who  fays  he  was  on  guard  declares,  that 
'*  he  had  received  that  order.    It  was  cer^ 
tainly  founded  on  fomething;  and  it  is 
right  to  know  upon  what."  The  fpeaker, 
interrupted  by  violent  murrnurs  from  the 
Cote-Gauche^  began  to  anfwer  the  interrup- 
tion thus:     I  think,  Gentlemen,  you  are 
**  afraid    — but  new  murmurs  prevented  his 
continuing,    Barnave  then  fpoke,  and  re- 
prefented  that  it  was  of  the  utmoft  moment 
to  attach  popular  confidence  to  thofe  who 
deferved  it,  in  order  to  have  a  centre  of  exe- 
cution, and  to  put  the  public  force  in  a 
ftate  to  adl.    He  extolled  the  patriotifm  of 
M,  de  la  Fayette,  who,  he  faid,  deferved  and 
ought  to  have  every  confidence.     He  re- 
moved the  fufpicions  which  RewbeWs  mo- 
tion might  have  created ;  and  concluded  with 
moving,  that  the  citizens  fliould  be  ordered 
to  keep  thcmfeives  armed,  but  to  wait  per- 
fedly  filent  and  motionlefs  till  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  Nation  lliould  have  occafion 
to  call  them  into  adion,  and  fliould  im- 
prefs  upon  them  that  which  they  fliould 
follow.     This  motion  was  generally  ap- 

I  4  plaudsd. 
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plaiided.  It  was  fcarcely  decreed,  when 
they  heard  that  M.  de  Cazales  was  arrefted 
by  the  people,  and  that  his  hfe  was  in  danger. 
The  Aflembly  fli  owed  the  fame  concern  for 
him  as  they  had  done  for  M.  de  la  Fayette; 
fix  Commiffioners  were  immediately  fent  to 
dehver  him.  Their  number  would  have 
been  much  more  confiderabie  if  the  Prefident 
had  named  all  who  requeued  to  go. 

The  Minifters  of  Juftice,  of  the  Interior, 
of  War,  of  the  Marine,  and  of  the  Public 
Contributions,  appeared  fuccefTively  at  the 
bar,  and  were  introduced  into  the  middle  of 
the  Hall.  Before  they  were  heard  the  Af- 
fembly  proceeded,  on  the  motion  of  Chape^ 
Her,  to  draw  up  into  form  the  different 
motions  already  admitted,  and  paffed  the 
following  decree : 

"  The  National  AlTembly  declare  to  the 
**  citizens  of  Paris,  and  to  all  the  inhabitants 
■*  of  the  Empire,  that  the  fame  firmnefs 
**  which  they  have  (hewn  in  the  midft  of 
**  all  the  difficulties  which  have  accompa- 
^*  nied  their  labours,  fhall  direcfl  their  deli- 
♦*  berations  on  the  occafion  of  the  carrying 
**  off  of  the  King  and  Royal  Family;  they 
f*  inform  all  the  citizens,  that  the  main-* 

*'  tenance 
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tenance  of  the  Conftitution  and  fafety  of 
"  the  Empire  never  more  imperioufly  rc- 
**  quired  good  order  and  public  tranquillity  j 
^*  that  the  National  Affembly  have  taken 

the  moft  active  meafures  to  difcover  thofc 
"  who  have  been  guilty  of  carrying  off  the 
**  King  and  Royal  Family;  that  they  fhall, 
^'  without  interruption  in  their  Sittings,  em- 
**  ploy  every  meafure  for  preventing  the 

public  from  fuffering  by  this  event.  That 

all  the  citizens  ought  entirely  to  leave  to 
**  them  the  cares  which  the  fafety  of  the 
**  Empire  requires:  and  that  whatever  may 

excite  difturbances,  alarm  individuals,  or 
**  menace  property,  will  be  the  more  guilty, 
^*  as  by  fuch  proceedings  liberty  and  the 
^*  conftitution  would  be  endangered. 

They  ordain,  that  the  citizens  of  Paris 
**  fliould  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  a(5t 
^*  for  the  maintenance  of  public  order,  and 
**  the  defence  of  the  country,  according  to 
^*  the  orders  which  fhall  be  given  them 
"  purfuant  to  the  decrees  of  the  National 
^*  Affembly. 

They  ordain,  that  the  Magiftrates  of 
f  the  Department,  and  the  Municipal  Of- 
^*  ficers,  fliould  immediately  caufe  this  decree 
^*  to  be  publifhed,  and  that  they  attend  to 

"  the 
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*•  the  prefervation  of  the  public  tran- 
**  quiliity.'* 

M.  de  Lejfart,  whofe  part  it  was,  as  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  Interior,  to  caufe  this  decree  and 
all  thofe  already  palTed  to  be  promulgated, 
obtained  leave  to  fpcak,  and  rcquefl:e4  the 
Affembly  to  join  two  of  their  Members  with 
him,  that  he  might  concert  with  them  the 
meafures  which  the  execution  of  the  decrees 
might  require :  but  the  impoffibility  of  re- 
conciling refponfibility  with  inviolability 
caufed  this  requefl;  to  be  rejedled. 

The  Minifter  of  Juftice  folicited  a  decifion 
to  authorife  him  to  feal  the  decrees :  for, 
having  received  the  Seal  from  the  King's 
hands  without  any  interference  of  the  Af- 
fembly, nothing  now  but  an  a£t  of  the  fove- 
reign  will  of  the  Nation  could  authorife  him 
to  affix  the  Seal  without  the  King*s  confent, 
and  indeed  contrary  to  his  orders :  "  For/* 
added  he,  '*  M,  de  la  Porte  fliewed  me  this 
**  morning  a  memorial  written  with  the 
**  King's  own  hand,  concluding  with  a 
*'  poftfcript,  in  which  his  Majefty  forbids 
**  his  iviiniflers  to  fign  any  order  in  his 
*'  name  before  they  receive  farther  direc- 
**  tions  from  him ;  and  in  which  he  enjoins 

"  me 
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me  to  fend  him  the  State  Seal  when  re- 
quired  on  his  part." 

The  AlTembly  deHberating  on  this  requefl, 
and  upon  the  different  motions  which  it 
fuggefted,  decreed,  that  provifionally,  and 
until  it  (hould  be  other  wife  ordained,  their 
decrees  fhould  be  put  in  execution  by  the 
Minifters ;  that  the  Minifler  of  Juflice  is 
enjoined  to  fign  them  and  affix  the  State  Seal 
to  them ;  that  there  fliall  be  no  occafion  for 
the  King's  fand;ion  or  acceptance ;  and  that 
the  faid  decree  fliall  preferve  the  title  of  law. 

This  deliberation  was  interrupted  by  the 
reading  of  a  letter  written  by  M,  de  Mont- 
morin  to  the  Minifler  of  Juftice,  to  let  him 
know  that  he  was  blocked  up  in  his  own 
houfe  by  the  People.  The  Affembly  im- 
mediately charged  their  Prefident  to  give  the 
neceffary  orders  that  M,  de  Montmorin 
might  come  in  fafety  to  join  his  colleagues, 
whom  they  authorifed  to  affemble  in  the 
Hotel  of  the  State  Seal  (the  Chancery),  to 
deliberate,  and  to  fign  proclamations,  and  all 
other  a(5ts  of  adminiftration.  They  decreed 
at  the  fame  time,  that  M.  de  la  Porte  fhould 
be  immediately  ordered  to  attend  at  the  bar, 
to  acquaint  the  Affembly  with  the  memorial 
left  by  the  King. 

2  At 
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At  that  moment  M.  Bailly  and  M.  de  la 
Fayette,  who  had  been  long  impatiently  ex- 
peded,  entered  the  Affembly.     M,  de  la 
Fayette  going  to  place  himfelf  by  the  fide  of 
Camus,  received  a  crofs  brutal  reception  from 
him,       Let  us  have  no  regimentals  here/* 
faid  he,  rifing  with  fury  ;     we  ought  to  fee 
♦*  no  regimentals  in  this  Affembly/*  This 
favage  infult  could  not  be  very  encouraging 
to  M.  de  la  Fayette^  who,  and  with  realon,  ^ 
was  not  yet  much  at  eafe.    Several  of  his 
friends  rifing  together  went  and  fat  by  him, 
murmuring  violently  againfl  Camus ;  who, 
far  from  being  difconcerted  by  it,  maintained 
that  M,  de  la  Fayette  ought  only  to  be  con- 
fidered   as    Commander   of  the  National 
Guard.       He  only  attends  here,"  added  he, 
•*  to  give  us  an  account  of  his  condu(5l:/* 
The  cries  feveral  times  repeated  of,  To  the, 
Bar!  To  the  Bar !  fupported  this  obferva, 
tion;  and  notwithftanding  the  civil  expla* 
nation  of  the  Prefident,  who  endeavoured  to 
prove  to  Camus,  that  the  decree  which  for- 
bade deliberating  in  regimentals  was  not  ap- 
plicable to  the  prefent  circumftances,  M.  de 
la  Fayette  went,  as  well  as  M.  Bailly,  and 
fat  with   the   Miniflers  on  chairs  placed 
before  the  bar. 

Adrien 
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Adrieji  Duport  then  rofe  to  fpeak  in  the 
name  of  the  CommiiTion  fent  to  the  Munici- 
pality, and  reported,  that  they  had  remarked 
in  the  People,  in  the  midfl:  of  the  profound 
grief  painted  on  all  countenances,  and  which 
was  the  necelTary  refult  of  circumftances,  a 
difpofition  to  peace  and  union,  and  a  full  and 
entire  confidence  in  the  National  x^ffembly. 
**  We  did  not  find,**  added  he,  "  the  public 
**  tranquillity  difturbed  by  any  cry,  by  any 
**  wrangling.  We  perfonally  received  in  our 
**  way,  as  Members  of  the  National  Afifem- 
**  bly,  multiplied  teftimonies  of  refped:  and 
**  confidence.  We  think  we  can  afiTure 
**  you,  that  you  may  with  fecurity  take 
**  the  meafures  that  your  patriotifm  and  your 
**  prudence  fhall  fuggefl,  and  that  you  may 

depend  upon  being  feconded  by  the  cou- 
'*  rage  and  zeal  of  all  the  citizens.    On  no 

occafion  perhaps  have  they  fhown  a  greater 

attachment  to  the  AfTembly." 

This  report  was  confirmed  by  the  melTages 
which  the  Prefident  every  minute  received 
from  the  different  fedions  of  Paris,  and  by 
the  teftimonies  of  confidence  and  fubmiffioii 
given  by  their  Deputations  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  receive  them.  Thus  the  Af- 
fembly,  having  their  fears  of  the  dangers  in 

which 
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which  fo  ferious  a  crifis  might  have  involved 
them  fully  removed,  beheld  without  dread 
the  height  at  which  they  found  themfelves 
placed;  and  from  that  moment  maintained 
themfelves  there  in  an  attitude  truly  noble 
and  commanding. 

When  Adrien  Duport  had  finiflied  his 
fpeech,  M.  de  la  Fayette  moved,  that  the 
National  AfTembly  fliould  admit  to  their 
bar  the  Officer  of  the  National  Guard  charg- 
ed with  the  guard  at  the  Tuileries  the  pre- 
ceding nightj  and  hear  his  account  of  fome 
circiimftances  relative  to  the  great  crime 
which  had  been  committed.  **  I  take  upon 
"  myfelf  alone,'*  added  he,  "  all  the  re- 
*'  fponfibility  of  an  Officer,  whofe  zeal  and 
"  patriotifm  arc  as  well  known  to  me  as  my 
**  own.  Permit  me  alfo  to  fay,  that  the 
*'  difpofitions  fhown  by  the  National  Guard 
are  to  me  the  greateft  proof  that  the 
French  People  are  worthy  of  liberty,  and 
**  that  nothing  can  deprive  them  of  it*." 

*  Poor  M.  de  la  Fayette  had  not  yet  very  clear  ideas  of 
liberty,  and  was  no  better  judge  of  people  worthy  of  it. 
Experience  muft  have  taught  him,  that  a  Nation  never 
returns  from  lic^ntioufnefs  to  liberty,  without  pafling 
through  defpotifm  ;  and  that  paffage  may  be  a  long  one,. 


The 
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The  Officer  (M.  de  Gouvion)  introduced 
at  the  bar  reported,  that  on  Saturday  the 
nth  of  June,  Whitfun-eve,  a  Commander 
of  a  battahon  of  the  National  Guard  came 
to  him  and  informed  him,  that  there  were 
appearances  in  the  Palace  of  the  Tuileries 
which  indicated  an  intention  in  the  Queen 
to  go  away,  and  to  take  with  her  the  Dau- 
phin and  Madame  Royale,  and  he  faid  that 
he  received  this  information  from  a  confiden- 
tial perfon,  a  lady ^  whom  he  named;  that 
the  following  day  this  Commander  intro- 
duced him  to  that  perfon,  who  faid  there 
was  a  gallery  communicating  with  the  apart- 
ment formerly  M.  de  Villequiers\  through 
which    it   was   the  Queen's  intention  to 
efcape,  and  that  double  keys  to  the  doors  of 
that  apartment  were  already  made.  We 
went,**  continued  he,  "  and  gave  an  ac- 
"  count    of   this   to   the  Commander-in 
*'  Chief,  who  ordered  us  to  redouble  our 
**  vigilance.     Under  different  pretences  I 
kept  at  my  houfc  iwQiity  Officers  of  the 
**  National  Guard,   who  were  charged  to 
"  walk  all  night  in  the  courts  and  in  th^ 
garden.  The  four  following  days  our  in- 
formation  was  confirmed  to  me  with  more 
circumftantial  particulars.  The  King  had 

never 
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never  been  mehtioned  to  me  on  this  occa* 
fion,  but  only  the  Queen  and  the  Dauphin; 
I  can  prove  that  I  had  always  five  Oifficers 
of  the  National  Guard  j  who  were  parti- 
cularly charged  to  watch  M.  de  Ville^ 
quier*s  door,  which  I  was  told  was  that 
through  which  the  Queen  was  to  pafs. — 
On  Friday,  the  brother  of  the  perfon  who 
had  given  us  the  information,  came  to 
my  houfe  and  confirmed  every  particular. 
I  told  him  that  I  had  promifed  his  fifter 
to  be  fecret,  and  I  begged  him  to  entreat 
her  to  abfolve  me  from  my  promife,  that 
I  might  communicate  the  circumftance  to 
the  Mayor,  that  he  might  take  the  neceflary 
precautions.  I  did  not  fee  this  lady  after- 
wards. On  Saturday  evening,  a  Volunteer 
Grenadier  of  the  National  Guard  came  to 
my  houfe,  and  told  me  that  he  had  jufh  left 
the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  where  he  had 
made  a  declaration  to  M.  de  Sillery,  and 
which  I  found  was  word  for  word  what 
I  had  been  told.  I  went  the  following 
day  to  M.  de  la  Fayette^ s  and  to  the 
^  Mayor's,  to  communicate  to  them  the  de- 
nunciation which  had  been  made  to  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  and  according  to 
which,  probably  the  Committee  will  give 

**  them 
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thein  orders.     Yefterday  morning,  the 
*'  iineafinefs   increafing,    I  went   to  the 
*'  Mayor's  houfej   he  had  alTembled  the 
'*  Officers  of  the  Court  of  the  Palace.  I 
entreated  him  to  fend  two  of  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen  to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry,  to 
*•  tell  them  that  I  was  fure  that  on  laft 
"  Saturday  they  had  received  this  denun- 
*'  ciation,  and  that  I  thought  they  would 
**  have   communicated   the   fame    to  the 
"  Mayor  and  the  Commander-in-Chief.-— 
**  But  thefe  Gentlemen  did  not  find  any 
**  body  at  the  Chamber  of  the  Committee. 
**  of  Inquiry  at  that  hour,  nor  when  they 
went  again  at  nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the 
**  evening.    About  eleven  o'clock  I  received 
**  frefh  information  refpe<5ting  this  efcape, 
"  and  I  charged  a  confidential  perfonto 
**  communicate    to   the    Mayor  the  note 
"  which  contained  it.     He  fent  for  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  who  ftationed  me 
**  at  the  Tuileries.     There,  in   his  pre- 
**  fence,  I  gave  orders  that  all  the  gates  and 
**  doors  (liould  be  carefully  kept  fhut,  ex- 
cept  the  door  of  the  Princes'  Court. — 
Two  Colonels,  a  Captain,  an  Adjutant, 
* '  and  an  Officer  of  a  company  of  the  Centre 
were  all  night  in  the  court  of  the  Palace 
Vol.  IV.  K  «  and 
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"  and  at  the  door  by  which  the  efcape  was 
to  be  made.    It  was  not  till  this  morning 

**  that  I  learned,  from  the  fame  perfon  who 

**  had  given  me  the  information,  the  news 
of  the  departure.  She  told  me  that  they 
had  gone  through  the  door  mentioned.  I 
anfwered,  that  it  was  impoffible,  be- 
caufe  all  the  Guard  could  certify  that  dur- 

**  ing  the  whole  night  it  had  been  guarded 
by  five  Officers,  of  whom  I  made 
one." 

After  hearing  this  recital,  which  M.  Bailly 
confirmed  without  adding  any  thing  to  it, 
the  Affembly  approved  of  a  refolution 
which  the  Diredory  of  the  Department  had 
taken,  and  by  which  they  enjoined  the  Mu- 
nicipality of  Paris  immediately  to  affix  feals 
on  the  apartments  of  the  Tuileries  and 
Luxembourg;  to  examine  if  any  fecret  out- 
lets had  been  contrived  at  the  Tuileries; 
to  keep  in  confinement  till  further  order, 
and  interrogate,  the  perfong  refiding  in  the 
Palace,  and  to  prevent  any  perfons  "from 
leaving  Paris  that  day. 

M.  de  Montmorin  at  lail  arrived,  and 
having  taken  his  place,  faid,  that  he  'came 
in  confequence  of  the  orders  of  the  Af- 
fembly,  that  he  had  nothing  to  inform 
3  them 


June  rypr-]       FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  Igl 

them  of ;  that  he  could  only  aiTure  them  of 
his  deep  affliction.  The  Prefident  invited 
him  to  join  the  other  Minifters,  to  concert 
with  them  the  meafiires  to  be  taken  in  the, 
prefent  circumflances,  and  to  fee  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  decrees  which  the  AlTembly 
had  jufl:  pafTed  to  fecure  the  tranquillity  of 
the  Kingdom. 

Count  d*Affri  appeared  at  the  fame  time 
at  the  bar,  accompanied  by  live  or  fix  Staff 
Officers  belonging  to  the  Swifs  Guards. — 
He  fpoke  fome  fentences,  which  the  weak- 
nefs  of  his  voice  prevented  from  being 
heard,  and  which  the  Prefident  repeated  in 
the  following  terms':      M.  d*Affri,  whofe 

long  fer vices,  and  great  age,  prevent  him 
*'  from  making  himfelf  eafily  heard  in  the 
**  different  parts  of  the  Hall,  has  juft  ex- 

preffed  to  the  National  Affembly  his  fide- 
"  lity  towards  the  Nation.  He  alfo  anfwers 
*'  for  the  fidelity  of  his  Staff,  w^hofe  pa- 
"  triotifm  may  be  relied  upon.  He  declares 

that  he  will  obey  only  the  orders  of  the 
*'  Affembly;  that  he  looks  upon  himfelf 
*•  not  as  a  Foreigner,  but  as  a  French  Of- 

ficer;  and  that  he  ffiall  think  it  his  duty 
*'  4o  die  for  the  country.  He  alfo  entreats, 
**  that,  confidering  his  great  age,  he  may  be 

K  2  •  flic- 
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fucceeded  by  the  Officer  next  to  him  in 
*'  rank,  and  whofe  fentiments  are  the  fame 
**  as  his.**  General  and  repeated  applaufes 
teflified  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  Affembly  at 
thefe  encouraging  alTurances. 

After  a  few  minutes  more  fpent  in  mo- 
tions of  little  importance,  the  Prefident  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  no  perfon  had  any  propofal 
to  make  relative  to  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  the  Aflembly  would  perhaps  think 
proper  to  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day,  till 
the  Committees  were  ready  to  make  a  report 
on  the  different  objeds  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  them.  There  was  a  dignity  in  this 
condud.  The  AlTembly  were  fenfible  of  it, 
and  did  not  hefitate  to  adopt  it.  They  de- 
creed an  article  of  the  penal  code,  and  the 
reporter  was  proceeding  to  the  next,  when 
M.  de  la  Porte  was  announced.  He  was  in- 
troduced to  the  bar,  and  faid  : 

"  This  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  a  fer- 
*'  vant  belonging  to  the  apartments  of  the 

King's  chief  Valet-de-Chambre  delivered 
"  a  packet  to  me,  which  I  opened,  and  found 

a  note  from  his  Majefty,  and  a  memorial 

written  with  his  own  hand,  of  which 
'*  I  read  only  the  firll  and  laft  page. — 

"  I  im- 
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I  immediately  went  to  the  Keeper  of  the 
Seal,  to  communicate  thefe  papers  to  him, 
**  and  afterwards  to  the  Prefident,  \\ihom  I 
did  not  find  at  home.'* 

It  was  then  propofed  that  the  note  and  the 
memorial  fliould  be  read ;  but  M.  de  la  Porte 
expreffing  a  defire  that  the  note,  which  was  ad- 
dreffcd  individually  to  himfelf,  might  not  be 
publicly  read,  the  AfTembly  complied  with  his 
requeft,  and  it  was  returned  to  him.  The  me- 
morial was  given  to  one  of  the  Secretaries, 
who  read  it*.  When  finifhed,  Barnave 
obferved,  that  this  memorial  was  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  depofited  in  the 
hands  of  any  member  of  the  AfTembly,  or 
even  in  thofe  of  a  Committee,  before  the 
charadler  of  the  paper  was  afcertained.  He 
moved  in  confcquence,  that  in  the  firfl  place 
M.  de  la  Porte  fhould  fign  a  declaration  at- 
tefting  the  manner  in  which  he  had  received 
this  memorial,  and  the  depofithe  had  made  of 
it ;  and  that  the  fignature  of  the  Prefident,  or 
of  a  Secretary,  fliould  be  affixed  to  each  flieet 
to  prove  its  authenticity.   He  alfo  propofed, 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  xvii. 

K  3  that 
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that  all  the  Military  Commanders  in  Paris 
fhoLild  be  ordered  that  day  to  the  bar,  to  take 
their  oaths  of  obedience  to  the  AlTembly, 
and  receive  their  orders.  The  AiTembly  re- 
ferred this  fecond  proportion  to  the  Military 
Committee,  decreed  the  former  motion,  and 
fufpended  bufinefs  for  one  hour.  It  was  then 
four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

On  refuming  bufinefs,  it  was  reported  to 
the  AlTembly  that  the  AmbaiTadors  from 
Foreign  Powers  manifefted  fome  uneafinefs. 
After  fome  debates  concerning  what  ought 
to  be  done  in  this  refpedt,  the  following  De- 
cree was  adopted  : 

The  National  AlTembly  (the  King  be- 
**  ing  abfent)  order  the  Minifter  for  Foreign 
*'  Affairs  to  acquaint  the  AmbalTadors  from 
**  Foreign  Powers  relident  at  Paris,  and 
**  alfo  the  AmbalTadors  of  France  reliding 
"  at  Foreign  Courts,  with  the  intention  of 
*'  the  French  Nation  to  continue  with  the 
*'  refpe£tive  Courts  and  States  that  corref- 
pondence  of  amity  and  good  under- 
**  ftanding  which  has  hitherto  exi Red  j  and 
**  to  inform  the  Foreign  Minifters,  that 
**  they  are  to  fend  to  him  the  official  notes 

"  with 
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**  with  which  they  may  be  commiffioned  by 
their  Courts." 

Charles  de  Lameth,  in  this  debate,  ob- 
ferved  with  juftice,  that  they  could  fpeak  no 
longer  of  the  King's  being  carried  off,  after 
having  heard  his  memorial  ;  but  he  added, 
with  his  ufual  infolence,  that  they  ought  to 
ufe  the  word  flighty  inftead  of  the  expref- 
fion  carried  off' — as  if  the  multiplied  outrages 
which  had  reduced  Louis  XVI.  to  that  fatal 
extremity  had  not  already  rendered  the  Af- 
fembly  fufficiently  guilty ;  or  as  if  they 
wanted  to  have  recourfe  to  that  further 
crime  to  ftrengthen  their  popularity. 

The  deliberation  relative  to  the  Decree  I 
have  reported  being  concluded,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Finances  prefented  the  account  de- 
manded from  them  relative  to  the  ftate  of  the 
Public  Treafury,  and  of  the  funds  for  ex- 
traordinary expences  [Caiffe  de  V Extraor- 
dinaire^). This  report  was  followed  by  the 
reading  of  a  Refolution  of  the  Sedlion  of 
the  Croix  rouge,  in  which  they  declared 
their  rejpea  and  their  fidelity  to  the  Affem- 
bly,  und  promifed  obedience  to  all  the  De- 
crees, -whether  JanBioned  or  not,  and  not- 

K  4  withfianding 
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withjlanding  the  King*s  Memorial.  The 
AfTembly,  after  manifefting-,  by  the  livelieft 
applaufe,  the  joy  this  Refolution  gave  them, 
proudly  paffed  again  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
and  decreed  two  new  articles  of  the  penal 
code. 

M.  de  Rochambeaii  now  appeared  at  the 
bar,  and  repeated  the  fame  afTurances  of 
zeal,  fidelity,  and  entire  fubmiffion  that 
the  Section  of  the  Croix  rouge  had  given  in 
their  Refolution,  and  obtained  the  fame  ap- 
plaufes.  His  example  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  almoft  all  the  General  Officers  and 
Colonels  in  commiflion,  who  were  members 
of  the  Cote-Gauche  of  the  Affembly,  and 
fuggefted  the  idea  of  drawing  up  a  new 
form  of  an  oath  fuitable  to  the  occalion,  to 
be  fent  to  the  Army,  after  all  the  Deputies 
holding  military  commiffions  fhould  have 
taken  it.  This  propofal  was  unanimoufly 
decreed  by  the  members  of  the  Cote-Gauche : 
thofe  of  the  Cote-Droit  took  no  part  in  the 
determination.  The  Military  Committee 
were  charged  to  draw  up  and  prefent,  dur- 
ing the  prefent  Sitting,  the  new  form  of 
the  oath.  While  they  were  employed  upon 
it,  the  Deputies  of  the  Department  of  the 

Diftria, 
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Diftrid  and  of  the  Municipality  of  Ver- 
failles  were  introduced  to  the  bar,  and  de- 
livered the  following  addrefs  ; 

The  King's  departure  is  a  painful  event 
to  all  Frenchmen;  but  if  the  King  has 
abandoned  his  poft  the  National  AfTem- 
**  bly  will  have  the  courage  to  preferve 
theirs.   The  Department  of  the  Seine  and 
Oife,  the  Diflrid:,  the  Courts  of  Juftice, 
**  and  the  Deputies  of  the  Sed:ions  of  the 
**  Town,  having  affembled  in  the  Town- 
**  Houfe  of  Verfailles,  and  being  all  of  one 
opinion,  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  four 
Deputies  {hould  inftantly  repair  to  the 
*'  National  AlTembly,  to  teftify  to  them  the 
**  confidence  which  is  ^heir  due,  and  at  this 
**  -moment  necclTary,  and  to  affure  them 
that  they  coniider  the  Conftituent  Body 
**  as  the  centre  around  which  all  French- 
**  men  w^ill  rally,  and  who,  faithful  to  their 
**  oath,  will  make  every  facrifice  to  main- 
•*  tain  the  Conftitution  of  the  Kingdom." 

This  addrefs,  worthy  the  infamous  con- 
du<5t  of  this  difloyal  Town  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolution,  was  mofi:  fa- 
vourably received  in  the  Aflembly.  They 

ordered 
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ordered  it  to  be  printed,  and  inferted  in  the 
minutes,  firmly  perfuaded  that  all  the  other 
Departments  would  haften  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  that  of  Verfailles. 

To  confirm  the  confidence  and  fecurity  of 
the  Aflembly,  Alexander  de  Lameth  pro- 
pofed,  in  the  name  of  the  Military  and  Con- 
ilitutional  Committees,  a  plan  for  a  Decree 
tending  to  prepare  for  fervice  all  the  Na- 
tional Guards  throughout  the  Kingdom,  and 
to  form  of  them  an  army  of  three  or  four  hun- 
ared  thoufand  men,  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Na- 
tion. This  Decree  was  unanimoufly  adopted. 

Although  the  Sitting  continued  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  Afiembly  was  fufpended  for 
a  fhort  time,  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  at 
midnight,  and  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  great  number  of  the  members  al- 
ways remaining  in  the  Hall.  The  fub- 
je(5ls  on  which,  they  .  were  engage c},  daring 
the  night  were  of  no  great  importance; 
but  in  the  continuation  of  this  Sitting  next 
day,  (Thurfday  2 2d  June,)  the  reading  of 
a  letter  from  the  French  Envoy  at  Mentz, 
dated  the  15th  of  June,  occafioned  great 
unea'finefs.  It  gave  an  account  of  the  enter- 
,  tainments  given  to  the  Count  d'Artois,  of 
the  frequent  conferences  he  held  with  the 

Prince 
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Prince  Conde  ;  of  the  great  concourfe  of 
Emigrants,  and  particularly  Officers  ;  of  the 
arrival  of  almoft  all  the  Gardes-du- Corps ; 
of  the  alTernbling  of  the  Magiflrates  of 
the  different  Parliaments  j  of  their  Commit- 
tees, &c.  &c. 

M.  FrcteaUi  who  was  the  informer  and 
reader  of  this  letter,  faid  that  it  but  too  well 
juftified  the  different  meafures  which  the 
Aflembly  had  taken ;  that  it  was  of  great 
importance  to  accelerate  their  execution,  and 
more  efpecially  to  hafl:en  the  departure  of 
M.  de  Rochambeau. 

Scarcely  was  this  letter  read,  when  a  De- 
putation from  the  new  Court  which  had 
been  fubflituted  for  the  King's  Privy  Coun- 
cil [Tribunal  de  Cajfation)  were  intro- 
duced to  the  bar.  The  haran^e  pronounced 
by  the  fpeaker  of  this  Deputation  {Gdran 
dt  Couloriy)  and  the  anfwcr  of  the  Prefident 
{Alexander  de  Beauharnoisy)  were  worthy 
of  each  other,  and  too  chara6l:eriftic  of  thofe 
two  perfons,  and  of  the  minds  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Affembly,  not  to  be  made  known. 
The  following  then  was  the  fpeech  of  Garan 
de  Coulon : 

Gentlemen,  being  effentially  attached  to 

the 
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*'  the  National  AfTembly  by  the  law  of  our 
"  eftablilliment,  we  come  in  this  new  florm, 
"  which,  like  all  the  others,  will  ferve  but 
**  to  haften  the  progrefs  of  the  Conftitution, 
**  of  Liberty,  and  the  Public  Happinefs ; 
*'  we  come  to  declare  to  you  our  fubmilTion 
*'  to  your  Decrees,  and  to  renew  the  oath  of 
**  fidelity  to  the  Nation,  and  to  the  Law; 
**  to  the  Nation,  of  whom  you  are  the 
worthy  Reprefentatives ;  and  to  the  Law, 
**  which  preferves  all  its  force  and  purity, 
**  as  it  does  not  ceafe  to  be  the  expreffion  of 
**  the  general  will/' 

The  Prefident*s  anfwer  was  : 

;  '*  The  National  Aflembly  have  already 

•*  received  tefttmonies  of  fidelity  from  feve- 

*  ral  Departments  of  the  Kingdom.  The 

*  willi  of  the  People  is  manifefl ;  order  is 

*  maintained  in  the  Capital  ;  every  thing 
'  combines  to  afTure  the  friends  of  Liberty 

*  that  their  work  fhall  be  refpe(5led,  and 

*  that  the  great  event  by  which  its  enemies 
'  have  attempted  in  vain  to  fhake  it,  will 

*  only  ferve  to  prove  to  the  whole  world, 

*  that  Frenchmen  once  free,  in  confequence  • 

*  of  their  wifh,    of  their    energy,  and 

of 
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**  of  the  enlightened  flate  of  the  age,  will 
perifh  to  the  laft  man  rather  than  refign 
**  their  freedom.    The  Aflembly,  gratified 
**  with  your  attention,  invite  you  to  the 
fitting." 

The  fpeech  and  the  anfwcr  were  loudly 
and  repeatedly  applauded,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  How  could  the  AlTembly  hear, 
without  calling  the  fpeaker  to  order,  a  new 
form  of  a  civic  oath,  in  which  the  promife 
of  being  faithful  to  the  King  was  omitted? 
How  was  it  that  they  were  not  fenfible  that, 
by  receiving  fo  criminal  an  homage  with 
fuch  delight,  they  rendered  themfelves  ftill 
more  guilty  than  the  villain  who  offered  it  ? 

Till  the  Committees  were  ready  to  prefent 
fome  of  the  reports  with  which  they  had 
been  charged,  relative  to  the  fituation  of 
things,  the  AfTembly  palled  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  ordained  feveral  decrees  con- 
cerning the  new  organization  of  the  navy, 
the  military  works  of  Havre-de- Grace,  the 
fortifications  of  Cherburg,  and  the  execution 
of  the  tariff  of  the  duties  on  colonial  mcr- 
chandife.  The  Military  Committee  then  pro- 
pofed  the  new  form  for  the  oath  which  they 
had  been  charged  to  draw  up,  and  moved,  that 

Com- 
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Commiffioners,  chofen  from  the  AfTembly, 
fhoiild  be  fent  to  the  frontier  departments, 
to  adminifler  the  oath,  make  minutes  of  it, 
and  concert  with  the  Adminiftrative  Bodies 
and  the  Commanders  of  the  troops,  fuch 
meafures  as  they  Hiould  think  proper  for  the 
maintenance  of  public  order  and  the  fafety 
of  the  State. 

The  new  oath  was  conceived  in  thefe 
terms  ; 

**  I  fwear  to  employ  the  arms  put  iato  my 
**  hands  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 

and  to  maintain,  againft  all.  enemies  at 
**  home  and  abroad,  the  Conftitution  de- 
**  creed  by  the  National  AlTembly  j  to  die 

rather  than  fuffer  the  invafion  c>f  the 
**  French  territory  by  foreign  troops;  and 
**  to  obey  fuch  orders  only  as  may  be  given 
**  in  confequence  of  the  decrees  of  the  Na- 
**  tional  AfTembly." 

The  Committee  joined  to  this  form  a  lift 
of  the  members  of  the  AfTembly  whom 
they  propofed  to  name  as  CommifTioners  to 
the  different  Departments.  All  thefe  articles 
were  decreed  unanimoufly,  and  with  tlie 
warmeft  enthufiafm.    The  Prefideut  having- 

read 


read  the  form  of  the  oath,  the  members  of 
the  ^  AiTembly  who  held  military  offices 
crowded  to  the  Tribune  in  order  to  take  it. 
Some  members  of  the  Cote- Droit,  and  par- 
ticularly M.  de  Juigne  and  M.  de  Luzu 
gnan,  attempted  to  propofe  feme  reftridions, 
and  mentioned  the  King  ;  but  they  were  not 
permitted  to  go  on.  "  I  declare,"  faid  the 
Prefident  to  them,      that  I  will  not  fuffer 

any  one  to  fpeak  till  after  all  thofe  who, 
*  •  having  heard  the  form,  are  willing  to  fwear 
**  it  pure  and  fimply.** 

The  AfTembiy  then  decreed  that  the  Di- 
redories  of  the  Departments,  the  Diftrids, 
and  the  Municipalities,  in  whofe  boundaries 
the  houfes  and  buildings  comprifed  in  the 
Civil  Lift  were  fit uated,  (hould  immediately 
caufe  feals  to  be  affixed  on  them,  fliould 
take  into  their  hands  the  management  of  the 
domains  and  other  eftates  comprifed'  in  the 
Civil  Lift,  and  fliould  fuperintend  the 
woods  and  forefts  appertaining  to  them,  till 
a  law  relative  to  the  forefts  fhould  be  paffed. 
It  is  fomething  extraordinary  that  not  any 
oppofition  whatever  was  made  to  this  abo- 
minable decree,  by  which  the  Affembly 
took  into  their  own  hands  all  the  Royal 
houfes  and  domains  appendant,  to  punifti  the 
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King  for  attempting  to  efcape  the  frefh  out- 
rages referved  for  him  by  the  Factious. 

Nothing  more  that  was  remarkable  pafTed 
at  this  Sitting,  which  lafted  till  ten  o'clock 
at  night,  except  the  reading  of  the  addrefs 
meant  to  ferve  as  an  anfwer  to  the  King's 
Declaration*.  This  paper,  in  which  the 
Affembly  for  the  firft  time  dared  to  take  for- 
mally the  title  of  the  Conjlituent  AJfembly, 
was  alfo  adopted  with  great  applaufe,  not- 
withftanding  the  infolence,  the  perfidy,  and 
the  notorious  infincerity  which  didated 
every  fentence  of  it. 

The  boldnefs  manifefted  by  the  Affembly 
made  no  great  progrefs  out  of  doors  during 
-  the  two  firft  days.  Paris  was  calm,  but  it 
was  the  calm  of  ftupor.  The  inhabitants 
ilopped  one  another  in  the  ftreets,  and  mu- 
tually put  queftions  with  uneafinefs.  The 
battalions  and  a  part  of  the  people  were  un- 
der arms,  and  feemed  to  be  looking  for  an 
enemy.  All  the  Ihdps,  all  places  of  public 
amufement,  were  fliut.  The  travelling  of 
the  public  carriages  was  forbidden.  Pla^ 
cards  from  the  Department,  the  Council- 
General  of  the  Commune,  and  the  Munici- 


*  Sec  Appendix,  No.  xviii. 
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pality,  were  renewed  every  inftant  to  urge 
the  neceffity  of  tranquillity.  **  What  is 
to  become  of  us  ?"  it  was  faid.  "  Why,  in- 
ftead  of  making  France  happy  by  wife  and 
gradual  reforms,  have  we  been  fo  inconfi- 
derately  thrown  into  thefe  new  fy ftems, 
which  have  made  a  divifion  between  the  Na- 
tion and  the  King,  and  among  all  the  orders 
of  fociety  We  (hall  have  a  Repub- 

lic," anfwered  the  agents  of  the  Fadious  ; 
and  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  it,  fomc 
hired  brigands  ran  through  the  ftreets,  fmear- 
ing  all  the  arms,  effigies,  and  names  of  the 
King  and  Queen,  and  of  the  Princes,  and 
every  where  effacing  the  Crowns  and  Fleurs- 
de-Lis. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Royal  Family  ar- 
rived at  Bondi  without  accident,  and,  quit- 
ting the  two  carriages  in  which  they  had  left 
Paris,  they  all  got  into  that  which  the  Count 
de  Ferfen  had  been  commiffioned  to  get 
made.  Pofl-horfes  were  put  to  it,  and  their 
Majefties  took  the  road  to  Chalons  fur 
Marne,  having  but  one  coach  in  their  fuite, 
and  three  Gardes- du- Corps  dreffed  as  Cou- 
riers. 'At  the  diftance  of  twelve  pofts  from 
Paris,  owing  to  fome  repair  that  was  necef- 
fary  to  the  coach  or  harncfs,  their  Majeflies 

Vol.  IV.  L  were 
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were  detained  near  two  hours  at  the  fmall 
town  of  Montmirail.  This  delay  was  the 
more  fiital,  as  the  King  did  not  think  of 
fending  notice  of  it  to  the  next  poft  where 
he  was  expedted,  and  as,  notwithflanding 
the  advice  of  M.  de  Bouille,  his  Majefty 
had  alfo  negled;ed  the  important  precaution 
of  difpatching  a  Courier  fome  hours  before 
him  to  infonii  him  of  his  departure.  It  was 
about  half  paft  three  o'clock  when  the 
Royal  Family  arrived  at  Chalons.  Here 
the  Poft-Mafter  knew  the  King,  who,  dur- 
ing the  journey,  was  too  forgetful  of  the 
rifk  he  ran  by  fliewing  himfelf.  No  ill  con- 
fequence  refulted  from  this  at  Chalons,  as 
the  Poft-Mafter  proved  to  be  a  worthy  man, 
and  was  filent. 

The  King  when  he  left  Chalons  thought 
he  had  no  further  danger  to  apprehend,  as 
he  expedted  to  find  on  his  road  all  the  way 
to  Motitmedy  the  numerous  detachments 
that  were  to  be  Rationed  there  by  M.  de 
Bouille;  but  unhappily  the  two  Officers  who 
commanded  at  Pont-Somevelle,  the  next 
poft,  and  who  had  calculated  that  he  muft 
arrive  there  by  four  o*clock  at  the  lateft,  not 
feeing  the  King,  nor  the  Courier,  who  they 
cxpe(5ted  would  come  fome  hours  before  the 

Royal 
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Royal  Family,  concluded  that  fome  obfla- 
cle  nuift  have  prevented  their  Majefties*  de- 
parture ;  and  they  left  that  poft  at  five  o'clock, 
though  they  had  been  exprefsly  ordered  by 
M.  de  Bouille  to  remain  there  the  whole 
day.    Half  an  hour  afterwards,  the  King- 
arrived  at  Pont-S,omevelle;  but  not  perceiv- 
ing a  fingle  foldier,  he  went  forward,  with- 
out taking  the  precaution  of  fending  on  one 
of  his  guards  to  announce  his  arrival  at  the 
next  port,  whence  the  intelligence  would 
have  been  forwarded,  according  to  the  or- 
ders of  M.  de  Bouille.    His  Majefty  doubt- 
lefs  imagined  that  the  General,  who  from 
the  beginning  had  expreffed   the  greateft 
uneafinefs  concerning   the    fufpicions  and 
alarms  which  the  appearance  of  the  .  troops 
might  excite  upon  this  road,  had  been  com- 
pelled to  withdraw  them. 

It  was  half  paft  feven  in  the  evening 
when  the  Royal  Family  arrived  at  St.  Me- 
nehould,  and  flopped  to  change  horfes.  The 
Officer  who  there  commanded  a  detachment 
of  Dragoons,  furmifmg  that  the  carriages 
which  flopped  for  frefli  horfes  were  thofehe 
was  charged  to  efcort,  attempted  to  draw 
out  his  troop  on  horfeback  ;  but  he  was  pre- 
vented  by  the  people,  and  the  flables  where 

L  2  the 
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the  horfes  belonging  to  the  Dragoons  flood, 
were  taken  polTeffion  of  and  defended  by 
the  National  Guard.    The  King,  uneafy  at 
not  finding  any  of  the  meafures  on  which 
he  relied  had  been  taken,  imprudently  put 
his  head  out  of  the  carriage  window,  and 
afked  fome  queftions  relative  to  the  road. — 
It  was  at  that  fatal  moment  that  the  great 
refemblance  of  the  countenance  of  Louis 
XVI.  to  the  engraving  on   the  Affignats 
ftruck  the  fon  of  the  Poft-Mafler  of  St.  Me- 
nehould,  who  had  already  guefled  that  the 
carriage,  which  was  to  be  efcorted  by  de- 
tachments of  troops  as  if  it  was  conveying 
a  treafure,  contained  fufpeded  perfons.  On 
going  clofer  to  look  in,  he  thought  he  could 
alfo  diftinguifli  the  Queen,  and  judged  that 
the  other  travellers  mufl  be  part  of  the 
Royal  Family,  or  their  fuite.    He  was  fur- 
ther confirmed  in  this  opinion,  when  he 
heard  the  orders  given  to  take  the  road  to  ^ 
Varennes,  and  faw  the  Officer  who  com- 
manded the  detachment  fpeaking  very  ani- 
matedly to  one  of  the  Couriers  *.  The 
fear,  however,  of  creating  a  falfe  alarm 
kept  him  filent ;  but  as  foon  as  the  two  car- 

•  See  Appendix,  No.  xix. 
t  riages 
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riagcs  fet  off,  he  mounted  on  horfeback  to 
follow  them,  or  rather  to  make  his  way  to 
Varennes  before  them  by  a  crofs-road,  and 
to  caufe  them  to  be  arrefled  if  his  fufpicions 
fhould  prove  well  founded.    Their  Majef- 
ties  again  changed  horfes  at  Clermont  in 
Argonne,  without  experiencing  the  flighteft 
difficulty.    M.  de  Damas,  who  commanded 
that  poft,  held  his  troop  in  readinefs,  in 
conftant  exped:ation  of  the  Courier  who 
was  to  inform  him  of  the  King*s  arrival ; 
but  that  precaution  having  been  negled^ed  at 
the  pofl:  of  Clermont,  as  at  all  the  others, 
their  Majefties  arrived  there,  and  fet  out 
again,  without  M.  de  Damasks  knowing  any 
thing  of  it.   However,  in  about  half  an  hour 
after  they  were  gone,  from  the  defcription 
given  of  the  two  carriages  that  had  juft 
paffed,  and  which  had  taken  the  road  to 
Varennes,  he  had  no  doubt  that  they  were 
the  carriages  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  im- 
mediately  gave   his   Dragoons    orders  to 
mount  their  horfes.   The  Diftridl,  the  Mu- 
nicipality, and  National  Guard  of  the  place, 
alarmed  at  this  fudden  and  myfterious  depar- 
ture, oppofed  it  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power.    The  Dragoons,  yielding  to  the  en- 
treaties and  threats  of  the  National  Guard, 

L  3  were 
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were  bafe  enough  to  abandon  their  com- 
nriander,  who  was  left  to  fet  out  alone  for 
Varennes,  where  he  arrived  fome  moments 
after  the  outrageous  arreft  of  their  Majefties, 
on  the  information  of  the  Poft-Mafter  of 
St.  Menehould,  who  had  arrived  above  an 
hour  before  the  Royal  Family. 

I'his  difaftrous  news  reached  Paris  on  the 
22d  of  June  at  night.  At  ten  o'clock  a 
great  noife  was  heard  in  the  Affembly  ;  and 
amidft  a  thoufand  lliouts  of  joy  the  words 

The  King  is  taken y  the  King  is  arrejled,'^ 
were  diflingiiifhed.  At  this  moment  two 
couriers,  announced  by  loud  clappings,  en- 
tered the  Mall,  and  gave  the  Prefident  the 
packets  with  which  they  were  charged.  Be- 
fore he  opened  them  the  Prefident  requeued 
the  Affembly  to  keep  the  moll:  profound 
filence,  and  gave  an  order  to  the  galleries  to 
do  the  fame.  Thefe  packets  contained  a  letter 
from  the  Municipal  Officers  of  Varennes, 
Clermont,  and  St.  Menehould,  and  feveral 
copies  of  orders  given  by  M.  de  Bouille  for 
the  march  and  ftations  of  the  different  de- 
tachments deftined  to  favour  the  King's  ef- 
cape.  The  reading  of  thefe  papers  was  fol- 
lowed by  feveral  motions.  Thofe  of  the 
l^ameths  having  obtained  the  majority,  the 

drawing 
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drawing  up  of  the  decrees  which  they  pro- 
pofed  was  referred  to  the  MiUtary  Commit- 
tee ;  it  was  finiihed  in  lefs  than  an  hour, 
and  the  decrees  palled  in  the  following 
terms  : 

The  National  Allembly  having  heard 
the  reading,  &c.  &c.  decree  that  the  moll 
*'  powerful  and  adive  meafures  fhall  be 
**  taken  to  fecure  the  King's  perfon,  that  of 
the  Heir  Apparent,  and  thole  of  the  Royal 
"  Family  by  whom  the  King  is  accom- 
*'  panied,  and  to  enfure  their  return  to  Paris. 
•*  They  order,  that  for  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
ecuting  the  fame,  M.  Latour  Maubourg, 
*•  M.  Pethion,  and  M.  Barnave,  fhall  re- 
**  pair  to  Varennes,  and  wherever  elfe  it 
"  fliall  be  necellary  for  them  to  go,  with 
the  title  and  character  of  Commiffioncrs 
**  of  the  National  AlTembly. 

"  They  give  them  power  to  call  out  the 
National  Guards  and  troops  of  the  line  ; 
"  to  give  orders  to  the  Magillrates  and  Mu- 
"  nicipal  Bodies,  as  well  as  to  all  officers 
**  civil  and  military  ;  and  generally  to  do 
*V  and  order  all  that  may  be  necellary  for  the 
^'  execution  of  their  millions. 

"  They  particularly  recommend  to  them 
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**  to  attend  and  fee  that  the  refpeB  due  to 

the  royal  dignity  he  maintained. 

They  decree  moreover,  that  the  faid 
*'  Commiffioners  fliall  be  accompanied  by 
*'  M.  Dumas,  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army, 
**  who  is  charged  to  attend  to  the  execution 
**  of  their  orders.'* 

The  fecond  decree  fufpended  M,  de 
Bouille  from  all  his  military  offices,  forbade 
every  perfon  from  obeying  him,  and  ordered 
the  Courts  of  Juftice  and  all  Magiftrates  to 
caufe  him  to  be  arrefted  and  condudled  to 
Chalons,  and  the  National  Guards  and  troops 
of  the  line,  as  well  as  all  other  citizens,  to  be 
aiding  and  affifting  in  his  apprehenfion. 

Laftly,  a  third  decree,  pafled  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  M.  d'Andre\  enjoined  the  Depart- 
ment of  Paris,  the  Municipahty,  ^  and  the 
Commander  of  the  National  Guard  to  take 
all  ncccflary  meafures  for  the  fafety  of  the 
King's  perfon,  and  of  his  family. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  (Thurfday, 
23d  June)  the  bufinefs  of  the  Affembly  was 
fufpended,  the  fitting  being  permanent.  At 
half  paft  eight  the  Prefidcnt  again  took  his 
feat,  and  afterwards  walked  in  proceffion 
with  a  great  number  of  Deputies,^  it  being 

the 
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the  feftival  called  Fete  Dieu.  They  were 
attended  by  a  detachment  of  grenadiers  be- 
longing to  the  National  Guard,  who  having 
received  permiflion  to  take,  in  the  prefence 
of  the  Affembly,  the  new  Oath  prefcribed  for 
the  troops,  filed  off  in  the  Hall,  in  the  midft 
of  clapping,  and  to  the  tune  of  the  famous 
revolutionary  air,  Ah  ca  ira,  played  by  a 
military  band. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  feveral  perfons 
who  had  or  who  pretended  to  have  aflifted 
in  arreting  the  King  were  admitted  to  the 
bar,  where  with  the  moft  horrid  impudence 
they  related  the  means  they  had  employed  to 
commit  that  crime,  and  particularly  their 
threats  of  firing  into  their  Majefties*  carriage 
if  it  did  not  ftop  :  and  thefe  regicide  ex- 
ploits obtained  applaufes  no  lefs  criminal. 
Robefpierre  even  propofcd  that  civic  crowns 
fliould  be  decreed  to  thefe  villains ;  and  the 
propofal,  loudly  applauded  by  the  Affembly, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Con- 
ftitution. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  a  letter  from 
the  three  Commiflioners  fent  to  meet  the 
King,  dated  from  La  Ferte-fous-Jouarre, 
Thurfday  23d  June,  at  nine  o'clock  in  tlie 
morning,  informed  the  AlTembly  that  the 

2  King 
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King  had  pafTed  the  night  at  Chalons ;  that 
he  had  arrived  there  efcorted  by  an  army  of 
National  Guards  ;  that  every  where  the  peo- 
ple were  in  great  fpirits,  but  tranquil,  and 
manifefted  their  refpedful  confidence  in  the 
AlTembly. 

The  greatefl:  dangers  which  the  Royal 
Family  had  to  experience  were  at  their  ap- 
proach to  the  capital,  and  on  their  entering 
it — not  only  becaufe  the  populace  there  were 
more  corrupt  and  more  mifled  by  the  revolu- 
tionary mania,  but  becaufe  they  had  long 
been  accuflomed  to  confider  the  infults  of- 
fered to  his  Majefly  as  ad:s  of  patriotifm. 
An  apprehenfion  that  on  this  occafion  more 
ferious  attempts  might  be  made,  determined 
the  Committee  of  the  Conftitution  to  pro- 
pofe  the  following  decree  : 

Art.  I.  *'  The  National  Affembly  declare 
traitors  to  the  Nation  and  the  King  thofe 
"  who  have  counfelled,  aided,  and  exe- 
**  cuted  the  carrying  off  of  the  King  j  and 
'*  all  thofe  who,  in  order  to  favour  perfi- 
**  dious  defigns,  as  contrary  to  the  rights  of 
**  the  French  people  as  to  the  interefts  of 
**  royalty,  fhall  endeavour  to  oppofe  the 
**  King's  return  to  the  capital,  and  his  re- 

^'  union 
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'*  union  with  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Na- 
•*  tion. 

Art.  II.  They  order  all  public  officers  and 
*'  commanders  of  troops  of  the  line,  the  Na- 
^*  tional  Gendarmerie,  and  National  Guards, 
**  to  employ,  each  according  to  their  ftation, 

the  authority  confided  to  them  to  main- 
**  tain  in  full  fecurity  the  King's  perfon, 

and  that  of  the  individuals  of  his  family 
**  who  accompany  him. 

Art.  III.  *'  They  order  them  alfo  to  re- 

pel  by  force,  and  to  feize  and  put  under 

arreft,  to  be  immediately  profecuted,  all 
**  thoje  who  Jliould  dare  to  behave  impro^ 
**  perly  towards  the  King,  or  who  Jhould  ht 
*'  deficient  in  the  refpeEi  due  to  the  royal  au- 
**  thority  and  dignity,  or  violate  in  the  per- 
**  fons  that  accompany  him  the  fafety  of  the 
**  individual,  guarantied  to  every  Citizen 

by  the  Conftitution. 

Art.  IV.    '*  They  enjoin  the  public  ac- 

cufers  in  the  Courts  of  Paris  to  profecute 
•*  rigoroufly  and  without  delay  whofoever 
**  fliall  endeavour  to  impede  the  effect  of  the 
*'  meafures  which  /liall  be  taken  by  the  De- 

partment  and  by  the  Municipality  of 
^*  Paris,  according  to  the  decrees  of  the 

National  Affembly,  to  fecure  the  tranquil- 
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**  lity  of  the  capital,  and  guaranty  the  King's 
**  fafety  with  that  of  the  perfons  accom- 
panying  him,  at  their  arrival  in  Paris." 

Immediately  after  reading  this  plan  for  a 
decree,  feveral  members  of  the  Cote  Droit 
rofe  to  demand  its  being  put  to  the  vote ;  but 
Robeffiierre  2ind  Rewbell  oppofed  it.  **  The 
*•  firft  article  of  the  decree  propofed  to  you," 
faid  Robefpierre,  prejudges  great  quef- 
*•  tions  ;  the  duty  of  the  Reprefentatives  of 
*'  the  Nation  compels  them  to  take  a  much 
'*  more  important  queftion  into  confidera- 
"  tion,  which  ought  to  be  folemnly  dif- 
*'  cuffed.  I  fhall  not  enter  upon  it;  it 
**  llrikes  you  all,  and  in  this  view  I  move 
*'  the  adjournment  of  the  firft  article.  The 
*■*  others  are  ufelefs ;  the  conduct  of  the 
people  has  been  fo  prudent,  fo  grand,  that 
it  is  impoffible  not  to  truft  to  their  mode- 
*'  ration.  It  would  be  doing  them  injuftice 
*'  not  to  look  upon  the  precautions  already 
**  taken  as  fufficient." 

Rewbell  alfo  fpoke  violently  againft  the 
iirft  article.  He  was  angry  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  made  ufe  of  the  expreflion 
carrying  0^.  **  How,  Gentlemen,"  cried 
he,     after  our  experience  fliall  we  never 

**  dare 
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•*  dare  to  fay  the  truth  ?  By  negleding  to 
'*  fay  it,  we  have  led  France  to  the  brink 
•*  of  a  precipice  !  The  cxipiQiTion  carry iiig 

off  is  niifplaced,   in  regard  to  all  the 

members  of  the  Aflembly  who  are  not 
**  accomplices  im.  the  flight.  The  laft  fen- 
*'  tence  of  the  article  is  ftill  much  more 
"  important.    The  King  is  to  return,  Gen- 

tlemen,  and  without  doubt  we  ought  to  take 
**  care  that  he  returns  fafe  j  but  leave  out 
**  the  words  re-union  with  the  Reprefenta^ 
"  tives  of  the  Nation.  I  fliall  fay  no  more ; 
*'  for  whoever  does  not  underftand  me  is 

unworthy  of  being  a  Frenchman."  The 
villains  prefent  proved  by  their  applaufes 
that  they  but  too  well  underftood  what  he 
meant,  and  honeft  men  (huddered  with  hor- 
ror at  it. 

This  bufinefs  was  interrupted  by  the  en- 
trance of  M.  de  la  Fayette  at  the  head  of 
the  Parifian  National  Guard,  who  came  to 
take  the  new  oath.  *'  You  fee  before  you, 
**  Gentlemen,"  faid  the  General,  Citi- 
**  zens  who  are  ever  the  more  devoted  to 
*'  their  Country,  the  more  it  needs  them. 
**  They  defended  Liberty  in  its  birth  againft 
*'  the  firfl:  confpiracies  which  attacked  it. 

They  are  ftill  more  eager  to  rally  round  it 

"  in 
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**  in  tbefe  unforefeen  days  in  which  it  is 
**  threatened  ;  and  if  it  be  true  that  the^ 
*^  fubhme  and  magnanimous  tranquiUity 
**  which  the  People  of  the  Capital  have  dif- 
played  has  only  ferved  to  augment  the 
fury  of  our  enemies,  haften  to  point  out 
to  us  where  they  are,  and  let  the  firft  fol- 
**  diers  of  Liberty  be  the  firll  to  repel  the 
*'  foldiers  of  Defpotifm.'* 

Some  fiale  compliments  upon  the  civic 
virtues,  and  the  cndlefs  courage  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  were  all  the  Prefident's  an- 
fwer.  He  very  prudently  abftained  from 
pointing  out  to  thefe  defenders  of  Liberty 
and  the  Conftitution  where  they  might  find 
Defpotifm  and  its  foldiers,  becaufe  he  could 
not  with  truth  at  that  moment  have  an- 
fwered  M.  de  la  Fayette^  but  by  pointing 
out  to  him  the  Cote-Gauche  of  the  AfTem- 
bly,  and  the  Jacobin  Clubs.  He  concluded 
his  anfwer  with  reading  the  form  of  the  new 
oath,  which  was  taken  by  all  the  Guards  at 
once.  After  them,  feveral  thoufands  of  Ci- 
tizens, of  every  condition,  filed  through 
the  Hajl  for  near  three  hours,  raifing  their 
hands  when  they  came  oppofite  the  Preli- 
dent,  and  crying,  We  Jwear  it! — Vive  la 
Nation!  and  at  the  fame  time  the  mufic  of 
3  .  tl^e 
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the  National  Guard  played,  without  inter- 
ruption, the  air  Ah  !  <^a  ira. 

The  ill  outs  and  tumult  caufed  them  to 
lofe  fight  of  the  Decree  propofed  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Conflitution,  who  them- 
felves  thought  it  more  prudent  to  let  it  drop. 
It  was  then  half  pail  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
and  the  Prefident  fufpended  bufinefs  (the 
Sitting  being  permanent)  till  the  Committees 
were  ready  with  fome  new  report. 

Such  were  the  events  of  the  21  ft,  22d  and 
23d  days  of  June.  Their  importance  feemed 
to  me  to  require  all  the  details  into  which  I 
have  entered  ;  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  re- 
port them  with  the  greateft  exadnefs. 


CHAP- 
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The  King  and  Royal  Family  arrejied  at 
Varennes — M.  de  Dampierre  murdered 
in  the  Prefence  of  their  MajeJlies-^M 
de  Montmorin  JufpeEled-— He  jujlijies 
himJelf--The  National  AJfembly  fujpend 
the  Proceedings  of  the  EleEioral  Affem- 
blies — Letters  from  the  Commiffioners 
fent  to  meet  the  King — The  Villain  who 
arrejied  the  King  is  prefented  to  the  Af- 
fembly--The  Ajembly,  informed  by  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Day  on  which  they 
expelled  to  arrive  with  the  Royal  Family, 
pafs  a  Decree  on  the  Occafon — The  Ar- 
rival of  the  Royal  Family — The  Infults 
received  by  them-^M.  de  la  Fayette— The 
dangers  experienced  by  the  three  Gardes- 

du'Corps, 
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du 'Corps  who  had  attended  their  Ma- 
jeflies — Motion for  dijhanding  the  Gardes- 
du'Corps — M,  de  Bonnai — Proceedings 
ordered  to  be  commenced  relative  to  the 
Departure  of  the  Royal  Family — The  De- 
claration of  the  King  and  Queen — De- 
putation from  the  Commune  of  Varennes 
— The  Count  d^ Eftaing^s  ridiculous  Let~ 
ter — Decree  relative  to  the  Appointment 
of  a  Governor  for  the  Dauphin — M.  de 
Bouille's  Letter  to  the-  Affembly. 

While  the  Affembly  were  adminiftering 
to  the  Public  Officers,  the  National  Guards, 
the  troops  of  the  line,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Paris,  oaths  of  fidelity  and  obedience- in 
which  the  King  was  no  longer  mentioned, 
the  Royal  Family,  who  on  their  entering  Va- 
rennes had  been  arrefled  by  Drouet  the  Poft- 
Mafter  of  St.  Menehould,  and  feven  or  eight 
villains,  and  had  been  kept  in  confinement 
by  Citizen  Sauffe,  Attorney  of  the  Com- 
mune, 'were  returning  to  Paris  by  fhort 
ftages,  under  the  efcort  of  fome  Commif- 
fioners  of  diftriQs  and  municipalities,  and 
about  6000  National  Guards  or  patriots  af- 
fembled  at  the  found  of  the  alarm-bell. 
This  army  was  fucceflively  relieved  by  other 
Vol.  IV.  M  National 
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National  Guards  on  the  road,  and  reinforced 
by  all  the  vagabonds  they  met.  M.  de 
Bouille,  too  late  informed  of  their  Ma- 
jefties*  being  arrefted,  could  not  reach  Va- 
rennes  with  the  regiment  of  Royal  Allemand 
till  two  hours  after  their  departure,  and  he 
left  the  town  in  defpair  at  not  being  able  to 
afford  any  fuccour  to  jthat  augufi:  and  unfor- 
tunate family  *. 

At  Varennes  the  King  had  the  pain  of 
feeing  thofe  officers  who  had  manifefted 
moft  zeal  to  ferve  him,  feized  and  treated 
ignominioufly.  On  the  way  a  fight  more 
horrid  ftill  was  referved  for  him.  M.  de 
Bampierre,  an  old  gentleman  of  Cham- 
pagne, being  by  chance  on  the  road  to  Cha- 
lons at  the  moment  that  the  'Royal  Family 
were  paffing,  wifhed  to  approach  the  car- 
riage, and  endeavoured  to  pierce  through  the 
mob  of  furies  by  which  it  was  furrounded. 
He  was  unarmed,  and  merely  wifhed  to  tef-  • 
tify  to  their  Majeflies  by  looks  his  loyalty 
and  grief.  This  defire,  fo  natural  and  fo 
affediing,  coft  him  his  life.    He  was  inhu- 

♦  See  the  particulars  related  in  the  Memoirs  of 
M.  de  Bouille,  and  the  ftatemeht  which  I  have  inferted 
in  my  private  Memoirs,  Vol.  ii.  p.  220, 

manly 


JuNEi/gi]        FRENCH   REVOLUTION.  163 


manly  murdered  before  the  eyes  of  the 
King,  to  the  fhouts  of  Vive  la  Nation. 

On  the  24th  the  AfTcmbly  were  informed 
of  all  the  particulars  relative  to  the  King's 
journey  and  arreft,  from  an  account  given 
by  the  Aide-de-Camp  Romeuf,  who,  in  confe- 
quence  of  M.  de  la  Fayette^s  orders,  had 
followed  the  Royal  Family,  and  arrived  fome 
hours  after  them  at  Varennes,  where  he  gave 
notice  of  the  decree  which  ordered  that  their 
Majefties  Ihould  be  brought  back  to  Paris. 
This  Aide-de-Camp  was  the  fame  whom  the 
workmen  on  the  Pont  Louis  XVI.  had  top- 
ped on  the  morning  of  the  21ft  of  June. 
Had  they  but  detained  him  two  hours 
longer,  his  arrival  at  Varennes  would  have 
been  fo  much  retarded,  that  M.  de  Bouille 
would  have  been  in  time,  and  the  Royal 
Family  might  have  been  refcued  ! 

A  deputation  from  the  diftrid  of  Cler- 
mont in  Argonne,  who  had  been  introduced 
at  the  bar  with  Romeuf,  confirmed  his  ac- 
count, and  laid  before  the  AfTembly  an  ex- 
trad:  of  the  minutes  of  their  Directory.  The 
reading  of  this  minute  was  interrupted  to 
read  a  pafTport,  which  the  King  had  pre- 
fented  at  Varennes,  and  which  ran  thus  :  By 

the  King's  authority,  &c.  We  command  and 

M  2  order 
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order  that  you  allow  the  Baronefs  deKorff 
going  to  Franckfort,  with  two  children, 
one  woman,  a  valet-de-chambre,  and  three 
"  fervants,  &c.  &c.  to  pafs  freely.  This 
*'  paffport  lafts  for  a  month  only.  Given 
"  at  Paris,  June  5th,  1791.  Signed  Louis, 
*•  and  lower.  By  the  King,  Montmorin.*' 
At  the  name  of  the  Minifter,  furprife  and  in- 
dignation were  manifefted  by  the  Affembly. 
Imove,"faidCamus,"  that  orders  be  given 
immediately  to  M.  de  Montmorin  to  repair 
"  hither,  for  his  fafety  and  for  ours  alfo.'* 
Another  Member  of  the  Cote -Gauche  moved, 
**  that  the ,  Minifter  fhould  be  brought  by 
a  numerous  detachment  of  the  National 
*'  Guards.'*    Thefe  two  motions  were  una- 
nimoufly  decreed,  and  M.  de  la  Fayette  was 
at  the  fame  time  charged  to  put  the  decree 
in  execution. 

Meanwhile,  till  the  Minifter  was  brought, 
the  Aflembly  had  time  to  finifti  the  reading 
of  the  minute  of  the  diftrid:  of  Clermont  ; 
and  to  decree  a  proportion  of  the  Committee 
of  Coinage,  that  the  metal  of  the  church- 
bells  ftiould  be  coined  into  pence  and  half- 
pence. Alexander  de  Lameth  alfo  obtained, 
in  the  name  of  the  Military  Committee,  a 
decree  which  augmented  the  powers  of  the 

GcQerals 
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Generals  of  the  army,  and  commanded  the 
Civil  Commiffioners  to  find  them  the  num- 
ber of  National  Guards  which  they  fliould 
judge  neceffary  for  the  fervice. 

The  populace,  always  prone  to  condemn, 
already  proclaimed  M.  de  Montmorin  a  trai- 
tor to  the  Nation,  and  could  not  mention  his 
name  without  fury.  The  mofl  ferocious 
cries  followed  him  to  the  very  door  of  the 
AfTembly,  which  he  never  would  have 
reached  but  for  the  powerful  efcort  w^hich 
protecfted  him.  The  threats  and  fanguinary 
clamours  of  the  mob  did  not  deprive  him 
of  his  prefence  of  mind.  He  anfwered  the 
queftions  put  to  him  by  the  Prefident  firmly 
and  ingenuoufly.    He  faid,  "  that  pafTports 

for  foreigners  were  always  granted  on 
"  the  demand  of  their  ambafifadors ;  that 
"  the  Minifter  had  no  means  of  knowing, 

or  of  afcertaining,  whether  the  foreign 
names  given  in  were  true  or  feigned,  and 
"  confequently  that  he  could  not  be  anfwer- 
**  able  for  them.  It  gives  me  pain,"  added 
he,  **  to  find  that  fuch  a  circumftance  can 

have  created  fufpicions  againft  me:  if  in 
"  giving  this  paflport  I  had  been  guilty  of 
the  treafon  of  which  I  am  fufpeded,  it 

M  3  might 
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might  be  imagined  that  I  fliould  either 
"  have  gone  before  or  foon  followed  it." 

The  Aflembly  appeared  to  require  no  far- 
ther explanation.   Even  the  galleries  fhowed 
by  their  applaufes  that  they  were  fatisfied  ; 
but  Camus  ftill  had  doubts.       I '  do  not 
**  underftand,"  faid  he,   **  this  manner  of 
proceeding.    It  appears  to  me  that  you 
**  decide  upon  mere  words.    I  am  furprifed 
"  that  you  are  always  fo  eafily  fatisfied, 
**  and  fo  ready  to  take  a  favourable  impref- 
fion.    I  move,  that  the  Alfembly  name 
four  Commiffioners,  to  fearch  all  the  of- 
fices  where  this  pafTport  has  been  made 
out,    and  to  afcertain  if  there  be  any 
**  paper  or  document  to  demand  it.** 

This  motion  was  approved  of,  and  Camus 
was  one  of  the  Commiffioners  appointed  to 
make  the  examination  he  propofed.  Dur- 
ing their  abfence  M.  de  Montmorin  remained 
in  the  AfTembly  with  the  other  Minifters 
who  had  alfo  attended. 

In  this  interval  the  Aflembly,  upon  a  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Conftitution, 
decreed,  that  taking  into  conlideration  the 
new  circumftances  in  which  they  were 
placed,  they  could  not,  without  endangering 

the 
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the  public  welfare,  determine  upon  the  pre- 
cife  period  of  their  feparation,  whatever  zeal 
they  might  employ  to  accelerate  it,  &c.  It 
was  therefore  ordered,  that  the  Electors  who 
had  been  or  fhould  be  nominated  by  the 
Primary  Affemblies  fhould  not  meet ;  and 
that  the  nomination  of  Deputies  be  fuf- 
pended  until  a  day  which  fhould  be  fixed  by 
a  new  decree. 

At  firfl  this  decree  was  oppofed  by  feveral 
Members,  who  moved  the  previous  quef- 
tion.  Others  endeavoured  to  prevent  its 
being  read  through.  But  the  Committee  of 
the  Conilitution  being  powerfully  fupported 
by  fome  Members  of  unfufpeded  patriotifm, 
particularly  by  Rewbell,  reprefented  that 
this  meafure  was  indifpenfable  to  prevent 
the  Electoral  AfTemblies  from  taking  any 
refolutions  upon  the  prefent  circumflances  ; 
and  that  if  it  was  not  adopted,  there  would 
be  a  rifk  of  having  not  only  eighty -three  de- 
liberating bodies,  but  two  National  AiTem^ 
blies  exifling  at  once  ;  and  that  this  confufion 
muft  lead  to  a  diiToIution  of  the  Monarchy. 
It  is  curious  enough  that  this  argument, 
which  decided  the  queftion  in  favour  of  the 
Committee *s  opinion,  was  advanced  by  thofe 
Members  of  the  AfTembly  who  were  the 

M  4  moft 
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moft  obflinately  bent  upon  overthrowing  the 
forms  and  principles  of  Monarchical  Go- 
vernment. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  Com- 
miflioners  who  had  been  fent  to  M.  de 
Montmorin's  offices  returned,  and  declared, 
that  they  had  afcertained  that  a  pafs- 
port  had  been  granted  to  the  Baronefs  de 
Korff]  on  the  5th  of  June,  on  the  demand 
of  M.  de  Simolin,  the  Ruffian  Minifter  ; 
that  under  the  pretence  of  the  firft  having 
been  inadvertently  burnt,  a  fecond  paflport, 
being  a  duplicate  of  the  former,  had  been 
obtained  by  the  fame  channel  j  and  that  the 
papers  by  which  thefe  fads  were  attefled 
had  been  delivered  to  them. 

This  report  removing  every  doubt  as  to 
M,  de  Montviorin,  the  Affembly  decreed 
unanimoufly,  that  his  conduct  was  -irre-- 
proachable;  and  ordered,  that  this  decree, 
together  with  the  report  on  which  it  was 
founded,  ffiould  be  immediately  publifhed, 
and  fixed  up  in  every  part  of  the  town.  At 
the  fame  time  they  appointed  four  other 
Commiffioners  to  go  and  undeceive  and  flop 
the  people,  who  were  preffing  in  crowds  to 
M.  de  Montmorin's  houfe. 

The  Affembly  received  at  that  moment 

a  letter 
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a  letter  from  the  three  CommifTioners  whom 
they  had  fent  to  the  King.  The  contents 
were  as  follows  : 

Dormans,  June  24th  1791,- 
**  A  quarter  paft  three 
*'  0* clock  in  the  morning, 
**  Mr.  President, 
**  We  met  the  King  near  Epernay.  He 
was  in  a  carriage  wath  the  Queen,  the 
**  Dauphin,  the  Princefs  Royal,  Madame 
**  Elizabeth,  and  Madame  Tourzel.  Three 
fervants  were  on  the  co^ch-box,  and  two 
**  women  followed  in  a  cabriolet.  The 
road  was  filled  wdth  an  immenfe  number 
of  people  in  arms.    We  approached  the 
**  King*s  perfon,  informed  him  of  our  mif- 
**  fion,   and  read  to  him  the  decree  of 
*'  the  National  Affembly  :  we  read  it  alfo 
**  to  the  brave  Citizens  who  efcorted  him. 
*•  We~appointed  M.  Dumas  their  Com- 
**  mander,  and  w^e  proceeded  in  good  order 
*•  to  Dormans,  where  we  pafs  the  night. — 
**  To-morrow^  we    fliall    reach  Meaux, 
•*  and  the  day  after  arrive  in  Paris.  Our 
journey  is  retarded  by  the  multitudes  of 
National  Guards  who  crowd  from  all 
parts  to  the  road  where  the  King  palTes, 


170  ANNALS  OF  THE         [June  1791. 


to  efcort  him ;  their  zeal,  and  their  pru- 
*'  dent  and  noble  condud,  deferve  our 
*'  praife. 

We  are,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
**  (Signed)  Pethion, 
La  Tour, 
Maubourgy 
*'  Barnave, 
*'  Dumas.'* 

After  the  reading  of  this  letter,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fix  criminal  courts  of  Paris  were 
admitted  to  the  bar.  They  complimented 
the  AlTembly  upon  their  wifdom,  energy, 
and  heroifm.  They  paid  them  the  homage 
of  their  admiration,  gave  them  the  affurance 
of  their  fidelity,  and  teftified  the  extent  of 
their  patriotifm  by  the  following  fentence  : — > 
**  In  a  crifis  like  the  prefent,  when  the  jirjl 
**  Citizen  of  the  Empire  is  perjured  ;  when 
•*  the Jirjl  Public  FunBionary,  led  by  per- 
* '  Jidious  fuggejlions,  has  defer  ted  his  pojl, 
**  &c.  &c."  Thefe  blafphemous  expreffions, 
loudly  applauded,  obtained  for  thofe  who 
uttered  them  the  thanks  of  the  AlTembly, 
and  the  honours  of  the  Sitting. 

To  this  criminal  Deputation  fucceeded  that 
of  the  Council-General  of  the  Commune  of 

the 
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the  good  City  of  Paris,  who  came  to  pre- 
fent  to  the  Affembly  the  two  villains  who 
had  contributed  mofl  to  the  arreft  of  the 
Royal  Family.  **  This,"  faid  the  fpeaker, 
**  is  M.  Drouet,  VoR'M^i^er  of  St.  Mene* 
**  hould,  the  firft  who  thought  he  recognifed 
**  the  King  and  Queen,  and  who  thereupon 
**  refolved  to  follow  them  :  that  is  M.  Guil- 
**  laume,  his  comrade,  who  fet  out  with 
**  him,  and,  aci^ling  in  concert,  took  mea- 
fures  to  ftop  the  fufpedied  carriages," — 
M.  Drouet  a^ked  leave  of  the  AfTembly  to 
relate  what  he  had  done  upon  this  occafion ; 
and,  being  permitted,  he  read  part  of  his 
narrative,  and  extemporifed  the  rell.  Almoft 
every  fentcnce  of  this  tilTue  of  patriotic 
boafting  and  infipid  rhodomontade  was  ap- 
plauded *.  The  anfwer  of  the  Prefident, 
Alexander  Beauharnois  deferved,  and  ob- 
tained the  fame  fuccefs.  It  was  couched 
in  thefe  terms : 

The  National  Aflembly  have  received 
*•  you  with  that  enthufiafm  which  they  owe 
to  Citizens  who  have  difplayed  fo  much 
zeal,  and  fo  generous  a  devotion  for  their 

*  Sec  Appendix,  No.  xix. 

''country; 
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country;  to  men  who  have  probably 
*•  faved  France  from  a  ruinous  war.  If  the 
*'  Parifians  regret  that  you  were  not  born 

among  them,  the  whole  Nation  claim  you. 
"  It  is  France  w^hich  you  have  faved  ;  and 
**  the  National  AlTembly  engage  to  recom- 
**  penfe  the  fervices  which  you  have  done 

your  country.    Your  condacfl  has  given 

them  the  moft  perfedl  fatisfadion ;  they 

invite  you  to  the  Sitting." 

A  Deputation  from  the  Directory  of  the 
Department  now  came  to  pay  their  homage 
to  the  AfTembly.  It  was  received  with  dig- 
nity, and  the  bufmefs  was  fufpended. 

The  next  morning  at  half  paft  feven,  the 
Prefident  received  from  the-  CommifTioners 
w^ho  accompanied  the  King,  a  letter  dated 
Meaux,  June  24th,  eleven  in  the  evening. 
It  mentioned,  that  the  King  and  the  perfons 
with  him  would  arrive  at  Paris  the  next 
day,  June  25th,  betw^een  two  and  three  in 
the  afternoon  ;  but  as  they  might  meet  with 
delays  on  their  journey,  the  Commiffion- 
ers  requeued  the  AlTembly  to  continue  fit- 
ting till  they  were  informed  that  the  Royal 
Family  were  at  the  Tuillerics.  The  feals 
w^ere  ftiil  on  the  doors  of  the  Palace,  but 

the 
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the  Municipality  was  aiithorifed  to  take 
them  off,  and  accordingly  went  thither  in 
the  morning;  caiifing  an  order  to  be  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  mean  time,  prohibiting  all  per- 
fons  from  quitting  Paris,  till  a  new  order 
granting  leave  fhould  be  ilTued. 

The  patriots  of  the  Fauxbourgs  were  not 
without  their  proclamation  alfo.  Advertife- 
ments  were  ftitck  up  every  where,  declaring 
that  xohoever  applauded  the  King  JJiould  be 
baflinadoed,  and  whoever  infulted  him 
JJiould  be  hanged. 

But  among  the  outrages  which  blackened 
this  day  of  horror,  the  moft  criminal  was 
committed  by  the  Affembly  themfelves. — 
They  fuffered  the  Committee  of  the  Con- 
ftitution  to  dare  to  announce,  by  their 
fpeaker,  the  lawyer  Thouret,  that  it  was 
tmpojfible  to  allow  the  original  relation  be- 
tween the  National  AJfembly  and  the^  King 
tofiibjift  nozo;  to  endanger  the  validity  of 
their  Decrees,  by  fubmitting  them  to  a  fane- 
tioH  ahoays  [ubjeB  to  a  dif avowal ;  or  to 
have  the  Executive  Power  vefted  tohere 
there  are  difpofitions  manifejlly  hojlile  to 
the  Conjlitution.  Thefe  atrocious  affertions 
were  without  doubt  neceflary  to  prepare  the 

minds 
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minds  of  the  people  for  the  following 
Decree  : 

Art.  1,  As  foon  as  the  King  arrives  at 
the  Palace  of  the  Tuilleries,  there  fliall  be 
appointed  for  him,  provifionally,  a  guard, 
who,  under  the  orders  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Parifian  National  Guards,^ 
fhall  attend  to  his  fafety,  and  be  anfwerable 
for  his  perfon. 

Art.  2.  The  Heir  Apparent  of  the  Crown 
fliall  have  a  particular  guard  appointed 
for  him  provifionally,  under  the  orders  alfo 
of  the  Commander-in-Chici";  and  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly  fhall  nominate  a  Governor 
for  him. 

Art.  3.  All  thofe  perfons  who  accompanied 
the  Royal  Family  lliall  be  put  under  arreft, 
and  examined.  The  declaration  of  the  King 
and  Queen  fhall  be  heard  without  delay,  that 
the  National  AfTembly  may  take  fuch  mca- 
fures  as  fhall  be  judged  neceffary. 

Art.  4.  A  particular  guard  fhall  be  ap- 
pointed provifionally  for  the  Queen. 

Art.  5.  The  Decree  of  the  2ifi:  of  June, 
enjoining  the  Minifler  of  Juflice  to  affix  the 
State  Seal  to  the  Decrees  of  the  National  Af- 

fembly, 
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fembly,  without  the  fand:ion  or  alTent  of  the 
King,  fhall  remain  in  force  until  it  is  other- 
wife  directed . 

Art.  6.  The  Minifters  and  the  King*s 
Commiffioners,  who  fuperintend  the  Funds 
for  Extraordinary  Expences,  the  National 
Treafury,  and  the  Sinking  Funds,  fhall  con- 
tinue authorifed  proyifionally  to  difcharge 
each  in  his  own  Department,  and  individu- 
ally refponfible,  the  fundiions  of  the  Execu- 
tive Power. 

Art.  7.  The  Minifter  of  the  Interior 
fhall  tranfmit  orders  to  the  Director  of  the 
Department  of  Paris,  to  publifli  this  Decree 
immediately,  by  found  of  trumpet,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  Town 

M.  Malouet  rofe  and  oppofed  this  Decree 
with  energy  and  courage.  It  is,"  he  faid, 
in  effea  changing  in  an  inflant  of  time, 
and  from  this  moment,  the  form  of  Go- 
'  vernme^t  eftabliOied  by  the  Conftitution 
'  you  have  decreed,  and  which  you  have 
*  fworn  to  maintain.  In  that  Conftitution  the 
abfence  of  the  King  Was  forefeen,  and  his 
perfon  declared  facred  and  inviolable ;  but, 

•  This  laft  article  was  moved  by  Defmeuniers. 

3  in- 
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inftead  of  adhering  to  the  Conftitutional 
**  meafures  which  alone  are  applicable  to 
'*  this  cafe,  it  is  propofed  to  you  to  make 
*'  a  prifoner  of  the  King,  and  to  combine 
all  the  Sovereign  Powers  in  the  hands  of 
the  National  i\ffembly.    I  move,  that  the 
AlTembly  refolve  themfelves  into  a  Grand 
•*  Committee,  in  order  to  deliberate  upon  the 
**  fubje6t;  or,  that  we  join  the  Committee  of 
the  Conftitution,  in  their  Chamber,  where 
*'  every  one  may  freely  make  his  obferva- 
**  tions.  Let  us  beware  both  of  prejudice^and 
**  thoughtleffnefs.    Let  us  fave  the  people 
*'  from  forrow  and  wretchednefs,  I  propofe 
*'  a  conference,  and  I  declare,  that  I  will 
*'  never  accede  to  meafures  which  tend  to 
"  make  the  King  a  prifoner.*' 

R(zdeTer,   *'  wifliing,'*  he  faid,      to  re- 
lieve  the  mind  of  the  laft  fpeaker,  af- 
ferted,  that  the  Decree  which  was  pro- 
**  pofed,  decided  nothing  relative  to  the  in- 
violability  of  the  King.    It  had  no  re- 
"  ference  either  to  accufing  or  to  trying 
him.    It  {imply  decreed,  that  he  fhould 
*'  remain  in  cuftody  provifionally."    No  ! 
No!  It  is  fliocking!  cried  feveral  voices  j 
and  more  flill  infifled  that  he  fliould  be 
called  to  order.  He  attempted  to  juftify  what 
2  he 
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he  had  faid,  biit  no  one  would  liften  to  \um. 
The  aeitation  and  tumult  were  violent.  At 

o  ^-  .... 

length  he  was  fufFered  to  fpeak  : — "  I  have 
*  *  expreffed  my  felf  very  ill,  if  I  have  been 
**  underflood  to  admit,  that  the  idea  of 
*'  keeping  the  King  in  cuftody  is  included 
**  in  the.plan  of  the  Comrhittee.  I  intended, 
*•  on  the  contrary^  to  refute  this  explanation 
**  of  the  Decree  which  M.  Malouet  has  ad- 
**  vanced ;  and  I  cannot  be  reprehenfible  for 
**  having  ufed  his  own  expreflions."  The 
want  of  candour  in  this  explanation  was  ap- 
parent'to  every  body,  and  Rxderer  was  hifled 
the  more. 

Alexander  Lameth  defended  the  plan  of 
the  Committee  with  fuperior  addrefs  and 
perfidy.         In  the  firft  place,"    faid  he, 
*'  I  fee  in  it  meafures  relative  to  the  King's 
**  perfon — rheafures  equally  neceflary  for 
his  fafety,  and  for  the  fafety  of  the  Na- 
*•  tion.    The  King  will  foon  arrive  in  Paris, 
and  I  cannot  fuppofe  that  M.  Malouet 
wiflies  to  delay  precautions  of  fo  import- 
"  ant  a  nature.    With  refpe6t  to  the  fecond 
*'  part  of  the  Decree  relative  to  the  pfbvi- 
"  fional    power    of   Government;  thefe 
claufcs,  inftcad  of  carrying  us  from  the 
principles  of  our  Conflitutibn,  bring  us 
Vol.  IV.  N  -  back 
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back  to  them.    According  to  thefe  prin- 
*'  ciples,  during  the  exigence  of  the  Confti- 
tuent  Power,  the  exercife  of  the  Execu- 
' '  tive  Power  ought  to  have  been  fufpended 
in  the  hands  of  the  King,  becaufe  we 
were  organizing  the  Throne.    If  incon- 
veniences  in  pradice  have  prevented  our 
declaring   thefe  principles  hitherto,  the 
prefent  circumftances  fliow  the  neceffity 
of  them.    Let  me  bring  back  to  your  re- 
*'  colle<5tion,  what  muft  ever  be  honourable 
**  to  the  National  Affembly,  that  at  the  mo- 
ment    when  we  heard   of  the  King's 
"  flight,  and  when  it  became  neceflary  to 
*'  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  Kingdom, 
the  Alfembly  rejeded  the  propofal  of 
*•  eftablifliing   an   Executive  Committee, 
proving  that  the  moft  ferious,  urgent,  and 
*'  important  events  could  produce  no  change 
**  in  their  principles.    Sent  hither  to  give  a 
*'  Conftitution   to  France,    we   were  of 
"  opinion  that  the  extent  of  the  country, 
'*  and  a  population  of  five-and-twenty  mil- 
"  lions,  required  an  unity  of  power  and 
adtion,  which  could  only  be  found  in  a 
'*  Monarchical  form  of  Government.  If 
*'  this  opinion  were  right  a  year  ago,  it  is 
*'  right  now.    Events  have  not  altered  the 

nature 
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nature  of  things,  nor  (hall  they  alter  our 
*'  condu(5l.    We  will  continue  to  form  the 

Conftitution:  we  will  finifh  it.  It  will, 
**  I  hope,  fulfill  the  wilhes  of  the  Nation, 
**  and  in  producing  their  happinefs  be  our 
*'  reward." 

The  reiterated  applaufes  which  were  be- 
jftowed  upon  this  fpeech  did  not  difcourage 
M.  Malouet.  He  infifted  on  being  heard, 
in  fpite  of  the  menacing  hints  thrown  out 
to  filence  him  ;  for  he  was  repeatedly  afked, 
if  he  tvijhed  to  get  himfelf  ajfafinated.  In 
anfwer  to  Alexander  Lameth,  he  faid — 
*'  That  the  AfTembly  had  not  received  in-' 
**  flrudiions,  nor  had  it  aright,  to  fufpend 
**  all  the  powers  of  the  State;  and  that  the 
**  propofed  meafure  was  in  diredt  contradic- 
**  tion  to  the  principles  they  had  hitherto 
**  purfued.  It  is,"  he  repeated,  *'  a  new 
**  Conftitution,  a  new  form  of  Government, 
**  that  is  offered  to  you.  It  is  a  projed: 
"  only  now  conceived.  You  did  not  af- 
**  fume  the  Executive  Power  from  the  firfl. 
"  By  what  right  do  you  make  yourfelves 
**  mafters  of  it  now  ?  And  is  it  not  making 

yourfelves  mafters  of  it,  to  entruft  it  to 
**  agents  whom  circumftances  have  placed 

N  2  in 
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in  the  moft  abfolute  dependance  upon 
*'  you?  Can  that  portion  of  power  which 
*'  confifts  in  fufpending  the  pafTing  of  a 
"  law,  and  which  the  Conftitution  you  have 
**  decreed,  and  folemnly  fworn  to  maintain, 
**  has  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  King,  exift 
*'  in  the  hands  of  Miniflers,  who  are  re- 
"  moveable  at  pleafure  ?  Take  care,  Gentle- 
men,  you  are  led  much  too  far.  The  Na- 
**  tion  itfelf  may  become  alarmed  at  this 
'*  accumulation  of  power;  beware  of  the 
**  confequences." 

Notwithftanding  the  force  of  thefe  argu- 
ments, which  were  only  anfwered  by  me- 
naces, revolutionary  declamations,  or  un- 
meaning phrafes,  the  majority  of  the  Aflem- 
bly  being  convinced  that  the  meafures  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Committee  had  no  other  objedl- 
than  the  fafety  of  the  Royal  Family,  and 
that  they  had  no  tendency  to  keeping  the 
King  a  pfifoner,  adopted  almoft  unanimoufly 
the  two  firfl:  articles  of  the  plan.  The  others 
paffed  like  wife,  notwithftanding  the  oppo- 
fition  of  M.  Malouet  to  that  alfo  which 
flated,  that  the  declaration  of  the  King  and 
Queen  Jhould  be  heard.  He  was  anfwered, 
that  this  form  was  fandioned  by  precedents 

and 
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and  that  hiftory  furnifhed  many  examples', 
where  in  criminal  proceedings  the  King  and 
Queen  had  made  declarations.  But  not  any 
of  thofe  examples  were  applicable  ;  for  none 
of  the  proceedings  in  thofe  cafes  tended  to 
expofe,  as  in  this,  the  Royal  dignity  to  a 
judiciary  accufation. 

In  the  mean  time  the  King,  Queen,  and 
Royal  Family,  whofe  journey  was  delayed 
by  the  multitude,  which  was  continually 
collecting  about  them,  advanced  flowly  to- 
wards Paris,  in  the  midft  of  the  difgufting 
and  fanatical  clamours  of  fome  wretches 
whom  the  National  Guards  could  hardly 
keep  off.  A  thick  cloud  of  duft,  and  a  hot 
day  rendered  more  oppreffive  by  the  ofFen- 
five  breath  of  the  crowd,  added  an  infuffer- 
able  torment  to  the  anguifli  of  their  Majefties* 
minds.  The  Queen,  diflreffed  for  her  children, 
let  down  one  of  the  Venetian  blinds,  and  ad- 
drefling  the  people  faid,  See  what  a  ftate  my 
poor  children  are  in !  We  are  ftifled."  Some 
ferocious  voices  made  anfwer,  **  We  JJiall 

Jlifleyou  in  a  very  different  way.''  At  one 
time  a  very  ferious  alarm  arofe  from  a  great 
number  of  ill-looking  fellows  rufhing  through 
the  crowd  up  to  the  King's  carriage :  it  was 
whifpered,  that  thefe  were  a  band  of  affaffins 

N  3  polled 
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pofted  by  the  E)uke  of  Orleans  to  murder  the 
King  and  Queen  The  Commander  of  the 
efcort  foon  difperfed  thefe  ruffians  by  mearis 
of  fome  of  the  troops. 

It  was  about  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening 
when  the  Royal  Family  arrived  at  the  Place 
Louis  XV,  The  mortifications  which  they 
endured  all  the  way  from  the  barrier,  an- 
nounced too  plainly  the  fate  which  was 
referved  for  them. 

All  civil  and  military  honours  were  rq^ 
fufed  them.  The  National  Guards  at  the 
different  pofls  before  which  the  King  pafTed, 
obeyed  with  infolence  and  exadlnefs  the 
orders  they  had  received,  not  to  prefent  their 
arms  :  an  order  the  more  criminal,  as  it.  was 
contradi(fl;ory  to  the  decree  of  the  night  of 
fune  "12^,  relative  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  refpeEi  due  to  the  Royal  dignity.  The 

This  was  a  groundlefs  conjeaure :  it  was  generally; 
|j2no\vn,  that  at  this  time  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  who  was 
entirely  ruined,  and  defpifed  by  all  parties,  had  not  the 
means,  and  indeed  had  no  interefl:,  to  effe£l  the  crime  in 
queftion.  He  had  even  declared  on  the  21ft  and  22d  of 
June  to  feverai  Members  of  the  AiTembly,  and  repeated 
it  on  the  26th  in  a  letter,  which  was  inferted  in  all  the 
journals,  that  if  a  Regency  Ihould  be  propofed,  he  re- 
nounced for  ever  the  right  which  the  Conitituti<>n  gave 
him  to  that  fitnation.  '    /v-  ', 

populace, 
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populace,  encouraged  by  this  example,  bru- 
tally forced  the  fpe6tators  to  keep  their  hats 
on  in  the  King*s  prefence ;  and  the  National 
Guards  did  not  prevent  this  ad;  of  compul- 
fion.  But  they  could  not  intimidate  the 
brave  and  worthy  Guilhermy  *.  He  conti-, 
nued  refolutely  uncovered  in  fpite  of  the  in- 
fults  and  threats  to  which  his  refinance  fub- 
je6ted  him  ;  and  when  he  faw  that  the  mob 
meant  to  compel  him  by  force  to  put  on  his 
hat,  he  toffed  it  amidft  the  crowd,  and  to 
fo  great  a  diftance,  that  there  was  no  fear  of 
its  being  brought  back  to  him.  This  fcene 
pafled  in  the  gardens  of  the  Tuileries,  into 
which  the  Royal  Family  had  entered  by  the 
Place  Louis  XV.,  in  their  way  to  the  Palace. 

The  clamours  and  noify  tumult  announced  » 
to  the  Affembly  the  King's  arrival  in  the 
Gardens.  In  every  part  of  the  Hall  there 
appeared  great  agitation,  and  bufinefs  was 
fufpended  for  near  twenty  minutes,  when  a 
Deputy  entering  precipitately,  faid,  that  the 
three  couriers  who  were  fitting  on  the  coach- 
box of  the  King's  carriage  were  furrounded  by 
the  people,  and  in  danger  of  being  hanged". 
The  Affembly  immediately  fent  twenty  Coni^ 

*  A  Member  of  the  Affembly,  and  the  King's  Attorney 
at  Caftelnaudarry. 

N  4  miffioners 
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miffioners  to  eftablifli  order,  who  returned  in 
lefs  than  a  ^ugjrter  of  an  hour,  and  ipfprn^ed 
them,  that  upon  their  appearing  the  tumult 
had  ceafed ;  that  at  the  door  of  the  King's 
carriage  they  faw  Pethion,  who  appeared 
endeavouring  to  fcreen  him  with  his  body ; 
and  that  the  National  Guard  had  cleared  the 
way  for  the  Royal  Family. 

Their  Majefties  alighted  at  the  Terrace. 
The  Vifcount  de  Noailles  being  there,  ran 
Vp  to  the  Queen,  and  prefented  her  his  arm. 
Accuftomed  to  preferve  energy  and  dignity 
in  the  midfl  of  outrages,  fhe  rejeded  with 
a  look  gf  ineffable  contempt  the  protection 
which  this  Member  of  the  Cote-Gauche  had 
the  impudence  to  offer  her  j  and  perceiving 
two  faithful  Members  of  the  Cote -Droits 
Ihe  advanced  towards  them,  and  did  thern 
the  honour  to  take  their  arms. 

The  three  Commillioners  who  had  been 
fent  to  meet  the  Royal  Family  having  brought 
them  back  to  the  Palace,  and  haying  deli- 
vered their  Majeflies  to  the  care  of  the  Com- 
mander of  the  National  Guard,  went  to  the 
AiTembly  to  give,  an  account  of  their  million. 

,  Barnavei  who  undertook  ithe  narrative, 
entered  into  a  detail  of  the  meafures  and 
precautions  which  the  Commiffioners  had 

taken, 
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taken,  to  fruftrate  the  attempts  which  were 
faid  to  be  in  agitation  for  carrying  off  the 
King,  or  for  preventing  his  return.  He 
mentioned  alfo  the  various  directions  which 
they  had  given,  that,  according  to  the  inten^- 
tion  of  the  National  AJfembly,  order,  and 
the  reJpeEb  due  to  the  Royal  dignity  might 
be  conjlantly  maintained.  He  declared  that 
the  pubUc  tranquilUty  had  never  been  dif- 
turbed,  and  that  the  Commiffioners  had 
every  where  received  teftimonies  of  entire 
confidence  in  the  National  AfTembly. 

The  three  Gardes-du-Corps ^  (M.  Valori, 
M.  de  Moutier,  and  M,  Malfan)  who,  dif- 
guifed  as  couriers,  had  accompanied  the  Royal 
Family,  were  detained  in  cuftody  in  one  of 
the  rooms  of  the  Palace.  The  Aflembly  de- 
creed, that  tlie  Minifter  of  War  fhould  give 
orders  to  the  Magiftrates  of  Paris  to  have 
them  removed  to  a  houfe  of  confinement. 
This  decree  was  followed  by  a  motion  for 
dilbanding  the  four  companies  of  the  Gardes- 
du'Corps,  on  the  ground  of  their  being 
more  attached  to  the  King  than  to  the  Coun- 
try. M.  de  Bonnaiy  attempting  to  defend' 
his  comrades,,  was  himfelf  denounced  by  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  who  accufed  him  of 
having  the  day  after  the  departure  of  the 

Royal 
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Royal  Family  fent  to   the  Groom  of  the 
King's  Stables  at  Verfailles  for  a  horfe,  in 
order  to  fly  from  Paris  at  the  time  that  the 
AfTembly  were  manifefting  fuch  firmnefs. 
M.  de  Bonnai  eafily  refuted  this  charge,  by 
proving  that  he  was  in  the  country  four 
leagues  from  Paris,  when  he  was  informed 
of  the  King's  departure  :  that  confequently 
he  had  not  fent  for  the  horfe  in  order  to  fly, 
as  he  was  not  then  at  Paris,  and  as  he  re- 
turned thither  the  moment  he  was  informed 
that  the  AfTembly  continued  to  hold  their 
Sitting  there.        We  are  charged,"  added 
he,  *•  with  being  more  attached  to  the  King 
than  to  the  Country.    Now  I  declare  that 
**  I  confider  the  King  and  the  Country  as  in- 
"  divifible,  and  that,  as  I  have  fworn  to  die  as 
' '  well  for  the  one  as  for  the  other,  whichever 
called  for  my  fervice  I  fliould  obey.  I 
*•  fliould  go  wherever  duty  required,  whe- 
ther  fummoned  by  the  King  or  by  the 
Nation.    Had  the  King  called  me  to  his 
"  Councils,  I  fliould  have  difliiaded  him  from 
*'  his  departure;  but  had  he  chofen  me  to 
*•  attend  him,  I  repeat,  that  I  would  have 
• '  died  by  his  fide,  and  gloried  in  my  death." 

Tliis  declaration,  which  was  pronounced 
with  a  Arm  voice,  and  at  a  time  when  it  was 

dangerous 
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dangerous  to  profefs  himfelf  a  Royalift,  ex- 
cited as  much  murmuring  in  the  Coie- 
Gauche  as  applaufe  in  the  Cote-Droit.  It 
probably  haftened  the  difbanding  of  the 
GardeS'du'Coi'ps^  but  it  gained  at  leaft 
the  advantage  of  rendering  the  lafl  moments 
of  their  military  exiftence  illuftrious,  by  the 
folemn  profelTion  of  fentiments  replete  with 
honour  and  fidelity,  for  which  they  had  al- 
ways been  diftinguifhed. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  AfTembly  was  fuf- 
pended  at  eleven  o'clock  that  night,  and  re- 
fumed  the  next  morning  at  ten,  when  they 
proceeded  to  the  report  delivered  in  the  name 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Conftitution  and 
of  the  Criminal  Legiflation,  upon  the  man- 
ner of  executing  the  decree  paffed  the  even- 
ing before,  relative  to  arreting  and  examin- 
ing the  perfons  who  had  accompanied  the 
Royal  Family,  and  to  the  proceedings  that 
fhould  be  adopted  on  the  occafion. 

After  long  debates,  in  which  the  Repub- 
lican party  fliewed  evidently  the  defign  of 
bringing  the  King  to  a  trial,  the  Conftitu- 
tipnalifts,  fupported  by  the  Members  of  the 

*  The  AfTembly  decreed  the  difbanding  in  this  Silting, 
and  charged  the  Military  Committee  to  draw  up  a  plan 
of  a  decree  for  the  purpofe. 

Cote- 
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Cotc-Droity  who  took  a  fliare  in  tlie  deci- 
iion,  carried  the  decree  which  was  propofed 
by  the  Comtnittees.  It  was  worded  as  fol- 
lows : 

Art.  I.  "  The  National  AfTembly  decree, 
*'  that  upon  the  event  which  happened  on 

the  night  between  the  26th  and  21ft  of 
**  June,  and  upon  all  the  fa<5ls  before  and 
**  after  relative  to  it,  an  inquiry  fliall  be 
**  made  wlierever  it  tnay  be  judged  necef- 

fary  by  the  tribunal  of  the  fedion  of  the 
"  Tuileries,  who  fliall  appoint  for  that  pur- 
**  pofe  two  Commiffioriefs   from  among 

themfelves. 

Art.  IL  *'  The  faid  Commiffioners  fhall 
**  proceed  'without  delay  to  examine  all 
**  thofe  perfons  who  have  been  arrefted  in 
*'  confequence  of  the  decree  of  the  25th  of 

this  month;  and  likewife  all  other  wit- 
**  nelTes  who  on  the  examination  may  ap- 
* '  pear  to  be  necefTary. 

Art.  III.     The  National  AlTembly  (hall 

nominate  three  of  its  Members  as  Com- 
*'  miili oners  to  receive  the  Declarations  of 
**  the  King  and  Queen.  Thefe  declarations 
*'  fliall  be  received  feparately  from  the  King 
"  and  Queen's  own  mouths,  committed  to 

paper, 
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paper,  and  figned  by  them  and  by  the 
**  Commiffioners.    The  whole  fliall  be  re- 

ported  to  the  Aflembly,  that  they  may 
**  adopt  fuch  meafures  as  fliall  be  judged 

proper.** 

While  the  AfTembly  continued  fitting,  the 
Members  in  fucceffion  retired  to  the  offices 
to  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  the  three 
,  Commilfioners  who  were  to  receive  the  de- 
clarations of  their  Majefties. 

In  this  interval,  George,  the  Mayor  of 
Varennes,  and  fome  National  Guards,  with 
the  fon  of  the  Mayor,  who  was  their  com- 
mander, were  introduced  to  the  Bar.  The 
Mayor  in  his  harangue  pointed  out,  among 
the  patriots  who  formed  this  deputation, 
two  perfons  named  Le  Blanc  and  Poncifi, 
who  were  crowned  with  oak  leaves,  Thefe 
were  the  two  A^illains  who  flopped  the  King 
by  threatening  to  fire  into  the  coach.  Alex- 
ander de  Beauharnois,  the  Prefident,  highly 
extolled  their  patriotifm  and  admirable  con- 
duEl.  "  Varennes,"  faid  he,     wrll  be  fo  ce- 

lebrated,  that  all  France  will  be  proud  of 
"  fuch  a.  town.    The  National  Affembly 

requefl  you  to  afTure  all  its  inhabitants, 

that  they  are  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the 

2  **  fcrvices 
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fervices  they  have  rendered  the  country,* 
"  and  you  may  alfo  afflire  them,  that  their 
grateful  countrymen  would  haften  to  af- 
femble  under  their  walls,  if  the  fatellites 
of  Defpotifm  fhould  dare  to  approach 
them."    Notwithftanding  thefe  promifes 
and  aflurances,  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  day  will  come,  and  perhaps  it  is  not  very 
diflant,  when  the  infamous  borough  of  Va- 
rennes  and  its  guilty  inhabitants,  become  the 
objcds  of  the  execration  of  all  France,  fhall 
have  occafion  for  all  the  clemency  of  the 
King,  and  for  his  whole  power,  to  fave  them 
from  the  juft  fury  of  -the  people.    In  the 
ele(5lion  of  the  three  Commiffioners  to  re- 
ceive the  King  and    Queen's  declaration, 
599  members  voted  :  of  thefe  a  great  ma- 
jority were  for  the  appointment  of  M.  Tron- 
chet,  M,  d'AndrCy  and   Adrian  Duport. 
Thefe  three  Members  of  the  Conllitutional 
party  had  principally  contributed   to  the 
paffing  of  the  decree  propofed  by  the  Com- 
mittees. 

This  memorable  Sitting,  which  commenced 
on  Tuefday  the  21ft  of  June,  at  half  paft 
eight  o*6lock  in  the  morning,  was  at  length 
adjourned  on  Sunday  the  26th,  at  half  paft 
three  in  tlie  afternoon. 

On 
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On  the  fame  day  the  three  CommijQloners 
of  the  Affembly,  preceded  by  two  Ulhers, 
went  to  the  Palace  about  feven  o'clock  in  the 
evening/and  were  introduced  to  the  King, 
whom  they  found  alone.  They  read  the  de- 
cree of  the  Affembly  to  his  Majefly,  and 
informed  him  that  the  Declaration  which  they 
were  employed  to  receive  muft  refer  to  the 
circumftances  which  happened  on  the  night 
between  the  20th  and  21ft  of  June,  as  well 
as  to  the  flid:s  before  and  after  relative -to  it. 
The  King  replied,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
fubmit  to  an  examination  j  but  that  he  con- 
fented  to  explain  the  fad:s  which  were  men- 
tioned to  him. 

After  this  obfervation,  the  King  didlated 
the  Declaration  which  the  Commiffioners  re- 
quired, and  of  which  they  made  a  minute  in 
the  following  terms  ; 

I  find,  Gentlemen,  that  an  examination 
is  out  of  the  queftion  in  your  commiffion; 
but  I  am  very  willing  to  comply  with 
"  the  defire  of  the  National  Affembly,  and 
Ihall  never  be  afraid  of  making  the  mo- 
tives  of  my  condudt  public. 
"  The  motives  of  my  departure  then  are, 
V*  the  outrages  and  threats  receiv^ed  on  the 

18th 


92 


ANNALS  OF  THE 


[June  179T. 


1 8th  of  April  by  my  family  and  myfelf ; 
after  which  feveral  pamphlets  were  pub- 
lifhed  to  excite  violence  againft  us — and  to 
this  moment  thefe  infults  remain  unpu- 
niflied.  From  that  time  I  thought  that 
neither  fafety  nor  coitittion  decency  was 
to  be  expe<5ted  by  my  family  or  myfelf  if 
we  continued  at  Paris  ;  I  confequently 
wiflied  to  leave  the  town ;  and  not  being 
able  to  do  it  publicly,  I  refolved  to  fet  out 
at«night,  and  without  attendants. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  go  out  of 
the  kingdom.  I  did  not  concert  this 
plan  either  with  foreign  powers  or  with 
my  relations,  or  with  any  other  French- 
man who  had  left  the  kingdom.  I  might 
give  as  a  proof  of  my  intention,  that  apart- 
ments were  prepared  at  Montmedy  for  the 
reception  of  myfelf  and  family. 
'  I  chofe  that  place,  becaufe,  as  it  was  forti- 
fied ,  my  family  would  have  been  fafe  there; 
and  being  near  the  frontiers, >  I  fhould 
have  been  more  at  hand  to  oppofe  every 
fort  of  invafion  that  might  be  attempted 
on  France,  and  to  go  myfelf  wherever  I 
might  think  there  was  any  danger. 

Laftly,  I  chofe  Montmedy  as  the  firft 
place  to  reft  in,  till  I  fiiould  have  found  it 

'*  con- 
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**  convenient  to  go  to  fuch  other  part  of  the 
kingdom  as  might  appear  to  me  more 
**  fuitable. 

*♦  One  of  my  principal  motives  for  quit- 
**  ting  Paris,  was  to  overthrow  the  argu- 
*•  ment  drawn  from  my  not  being  at  liberty^ 
**  which  might  become  a  frejh  fourcc  of 
**  commotion, 

"  If  it  had  been  my  intention  to  go  out 
**  of  the  kingdom,  I  fhould  not  have  pub- 
**  lilTied  my  memorial  on  the  very  day  of 
*'  my  departure,  but  have  waited  till  I  was 
*•  beyond  the  frontiers. 

**  I  cherifhed  the  defire  of  returning  to 
Paris.  It  is  in  this  fenfe  that  the  laft  fen- 
**  tence  of  my  memorial  muft  be  under- 
**  flood,  where  I  fay.  Frenchmen,  and  par- 
**  ticularly  you  Parijians,  what  pleafure 
**  JJiall  I  have  in  being  again  in  the  midjt 
of  you! 

*'  I  carried  with  me  only  13,000  livres  in 
•*  gold,  and  56,000  livres  in  affignats  in  the 

port  folio  which  was  fent  to  me  by  the 
*'  Department. 

*'  I  apprifed  Monsieur  of  my  depar- 
**  ture  but  a  very  fhort  time  previous  to  its 
*'  taking  place.    He  went  out  of  the  king- 

dom,  only  becaufe  we  agreed  not  to  take 

Vol.  IV.  O  *'  the 
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the  fame  road,  and  he  was  afterwards  to 
'  join  me  in  France. 

I  gave  orders  a  few  days  before  my  dc« 
parture  to  the  three  perfons  who  w^ent 
with  me  as  couriers  to  prepare  themfelves 
with  the  drefs  of  couriers  to  carry  dif- 
patchcsj  it  was  not  till  the  evening  of  my 
fetting  out  that  I  verbally  gave  direcflions 
to  one  of  them  to  get  ready. 
*'  The  pairport  was  neceffary  to  facilitate 
my  journey.    It  was  taken  for  a  foreign 
country,  only  becaufe  none  were  given  at 
the  office  for  foreign  affairs  for  the  inte- 
terior  of  the  kingdom,  nor  did  I  take  the 
road  for  Frankfort  as  mentioned  in  it. 
*'  I  never  made  any  proteft  but  that  con- 
tained in  the  Memorial  I  wrote  at  my  de- 
parture :  and  that  proteft  and  the  contents 
of  the  Memorial  do  not  refer  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Conftitution,  but  to  the  form 
of  the  fanEiions,  that  is  to  fay,  to  the 
little  liberty  I  feemed  to  enjoy,  and  to  the 
cir cum  fiances  of  the  decrees  not  being  all 
prefentid  together,  fo  that  I  could  not 
judge  of  the  whole  of  the  Conflitution. 
"  The  principal  blame  contained  in  the 
Memorial  refers  to  the  difficulties  in  the 
means  _of  adminiftration  and  execution. 
\  I  found 

si 
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"  I  found  in  the  courfe  of  my  journey  that 
* '  the  public  opinion  was  decidedly  in  fa- 

vour  of  the  Conftitution.    I  did  not 

thi7ik  that  I  could  have  fully  acquainted 
*  *  myfelf  with  this  opinion  in  Paris  ;  but 

f'om  the  ideas  I  have  perfonally  acquired 
**  on  the  road,  I  am  convinced  how  necefary 
**  it  was  for  the  profperity  of  the  Conjtitu- 
"  tion  to  give  force  to  the  powers  ejla-  * 
*'  blifhed  to  maintain  public  order, 

**  The  moment  I  was  fatisfied  that  it  was 

the  general  w^ill^  I  did  not  hefitate,  nor 

did  I  ever  hefitate,  to  make  a  facrifice  of 
**  all  that  individually  concerned  myfelf  to 
**  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  which  has 

ever  been  the  firft  object  of  my  wifhes. 

I  fhall  willingly  forget  all  the  difagree- 
"  able  things  I  have  experienced,  to  reftore 

the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  Nation." 

The  King,  on  reading  over  this  Declara- 
tion, obferved,      that  he  had  omitted  to  fay  ' 

that  his  fon*s  governefs  and  her  woman 
•*  hadVen  defired  to  get  ready  but  a  very 
**  fliort  time  before  his  departure."  He 
then  figned  it  with  the  Commiffioners. 

From  the  King  the  Commiffioners  went 

O  2  to 
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to  the  Queen's  apartment ;  but  flie  was  juft 
gone  to  bathe,  and  fent  to  inform  them  that  ^ 
Ihe  would  receive  them  at  eleven  o'clock 
ftext  morning-.  They  returned  at  the  hour 
appointed,  and  her  Majefty  gave  them  her 
Declaration  in  the  fame  form  as  the  King 
had  given  his,  and  in  the  following  words: 

**  I  declare,  that  as  the  King  defired  to 
**  remove  with  his  children,  nothing  in  na- 
*'  ture  fhould  have  prevented  me  from  ac- 
*'  companying  him.    I  have  on  feveral  oc- 

caiions  within  the  laft  two  years  fufE- 

ciently  proved  that  I  never  will  leave  him. 
*'  This  determination  was  ftill  ftronger,  from 
**  the  pofitive  afllirance  I  had  that  the  King 
*'  had  no  intention  to  quit  the  kingdom. 
**  Had  it  been  his  defire,  I  fliould  have  em- 
**  ployed  all  my  power  to  dilTuade  him  from 

it. 

**  My  fon's  govcrnefs  had  been  indifpofed 
**  for  three  weeks,  and  received  orders  to 

get  ready  but  a  very  little  time  before  the 
*•  journey.  She  did  not  know  where  we 
**  were  going.  She  took  no  clothes  with 
**  her,  and  I  was'myfelf  obliged  to  lend- her 
**  fome. 

"  Neither 
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Neither  did  the  three  couriers  know 
*  *  where  we  were  going,  or  the  objedt  of  the 

journey.  On  the  way,  money  was  given 
**  to  them  to  pay  for  the  horfes,  and  they 
**  then  received  orders  as  to  the  road.  The 
*'  two  chambermaids  were  informed  at  the 
**  very  moment  of  our  departure,  and  one  of 
**  them,  whofe  hulband  was  in  the  palace, 

had  not  time  to  fee  him. 

**  Monsieur  and  Madame  were  to  join 
"  us  in  France,  and  only  went  out  of  the 
**  kingdom  to  prevent  any  difficulty  or  want 
**  of  horfes  in  taking  the  fame  road.  We 
*'  went  out  of  the  Palace  through  M.  de 
*'  Villequier's  apartments,  taking  the  pre- 
**  caution  to  go  feparately,  and  at  certain  in- 

tervals  of  time*." 

Neither  the  profound  veneration  which  I 
feel  for  the  virtues  of  Louis  XVI.  nor  the 
religious  refped:  with  which  his  misfortunes 
have  veiled  his  errors,  muft  tempt  me  to 
conceal  that  his  faithful  fervants,  the  true 
friends  of  his  glory  and  of  his  dignity,  read 
with  extreme  forrow  in  his  dc«clarations  fonie 
paffages,  the  fincerity  of  which  it  was  Impof. 

*See  the  original  of  this  two  DeclaratioiK,  Appendix, 
No.  XX. 
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fible  not  to  fufpecfl*.  The  mouths  of 
Kings  fliould  be  at  all  times,  and  in  all  cir- 
cumflances,  the  pureft  organs  of  truth  and 
good  faith.  But  in  making  thefe  reflexions, 
which  will  certainly  be  conlidered  as  fevere,let 
me  proclaim,  that  the  paffages  of  the  King's 
declaration,  which  give  rife  to  them,  did  not 
originate  with  his  Majcfty.  They  were  fent 
to  him  by  the  leaders  of  the  Conftitutional 
party,  who  faw  no  other  means  of  averting 
the  defign,  which  began  to  be  openly  talked 
of,  of  bringing  their  Majefties  to  a  trial.  I 
may  farther  add,  that  had  not  this  execrable 
defign  been  equally  diredted  againft  the 
Queen,  the  King  would  have  been  offended 
with  any  one  who  fliould  have  dared  to  coun- 
fel  him  to  make  fuch  a  declaration ;  and 
never  would  have  confented  to  belie  his  fen- 
timents  and  his  confcience,  in  order  to  efcape 
a  danger  that  threatened  only  himfelf.  The 
Commiffioners  on  leaving  the  Queen  went 
to  the  Affembly,  and  there  read  their  mi- 
nutes, containing  thefe  declarations.  Several 
expreffions  in  that  t>f 'the  King  drew  from 
the  Cote-Gauche  indecent  exclamations,  ahS 
rude  burfls  of  laughter.  That  of  the  Queen 

*  The  paffages  alluded  to  are  printed  in  Italics. 

was 
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was  ftill  oftener  interrupted  by  murmurs. — 
Both  were  depoiited  in  the  archives,  to  be  , 
produced  when  wanted  by  the  Committee 
charged  with  the  general   report  of  this 
affair. 

The  laft  Sittings  of  the  month  of  June 
were  almoft  wholly  employed  either  in  re- 
ceiving different  Deputations,  fent  on  the 
late  events  to  teftify  to  the  Affembly  fidcHty, 
refped:,  admiration,  and  fo  forth  j  or  in 
reading  patriotic  letters,  and  addreifes  from 
Departments,  Municipalities,  and  Clubs, 
expreffive  of  the  fame  fentiments.  In  the 
number  of  the  letters,  one  from  the  Count 
d^EJlaing  was  obferved  to  be  among  the 
moft  ridiculous.  Being  confined  to  his 
room  by  fome  complaint,  and  not  choofing 
to  leave  the  leafl  doubt  of  his  ardour  to  take 
the  new  oath,  he  was  not  content  with 
fending  it  to  his  Secftion,  but  addreffed  it  to 
the  Affembly  in  a  letter,  which  he  concluded 
thus : — As  Lieutenant'General  and  Vice- 
Admiral,  I  ferve  my  Country  by  land  and 
fea  Oh!  that  there  zoere  another  ele- 
ment-in which  I  could  fight  for  the  Conjii- 
tutiofiy  and  acquit  myfelf  of  all  the  duties 
of  a  Citizen  ! 

O  4  The 
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The  reading  of  thefe  difgufling  flatteries 
was  interrupted,  to  attend  to  a  letter  from 
the  Magiftrates  of  the  Department  of  Ar- 
dennes, and  to  a  copy  of  fome  of  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  diftridt  of  Montmedy,  relative 
to  the  arrell:  of  three  Officers  of  the  Regi- 
ment of  Royal- Allemand.  To  the  minutes 
were  annexed  feveral  papers  found  upon 
them.  The  moH:  remarkable  was  an  order 
from  the  King,  fignifying,  **  That,  as  his 
**  Majefty  intended  to  be  at  Montmedy  on 

the  20th  of  June,  M,  de  Bouille  wsls  or- 
**  dered  to  ftation  troops  in  the  propereil 
"  places,    upon   the  road  from  Chalons 

on  the  Marne  to  Montmedy,  for  the 
**  fafety  of  the  King  and  his  Family,  and 

that  he  was  anfwerable  for  the  orders  he 

fhould  give." 

The  papers,  which  fliewed  clearly  that  the 
King  had  no  intention  of  going  farther  than 
Montmedy,  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee. With  regard  to  the  Officers  who  had 
been  arreted,  the  AfTembly  decreed,  that 
they  fhould  be  immediately  removed  to 
Paris  j  but  the  confideration  of  the  danger 
they  might  be  expofed  to  on  the  road,  at  a 
moment  when  the  people  were  in  the  moft 

violent 
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violent  fermentation,  induced  them  to  revoke 
this  Decree.  It  was  ordered,  that  they  Ihould 
remain  in  the  place  where  they  were  ar- 
refted,  if  it  was  fecure,  or  removed  to  the 
nearefl:  town*. 

Some  of  the  addreffes  fent  to  the  AlTem- 
bly  on  this  occafion,  particularly  that  from 
the  Department  of  Laifne^  expreffed  a  wifh 
that  the  education  of  the  Dauphin  fliould  be 
trufted  toji  Governor  appointed  by  the  Af- 
fembly,  to  fave  him  from  the  corruption  of 
Courts  ;  and  the  Committee  of  the  Confti- 
tution  had  been  charged  to  propofe  a  fyftem 
of  moral  and  political  education  for  ,the 
Heir  Apparent ;  but  this  important  work, 
which  certainly  merited  the  greateft  confider- 
ation,  was  not  yet  begun.  It  was  much 
cafier  to  decide  upon  the  mode  of  executing 
the  Decree  by  which  the  AfTembly  had  em- 
powered themfelves  to  appoint  the  Governor 
for  the  Dauphin.  There  were,  notwith- 
llanding,  great  debates  upon  this  occafion ; 
and  principally  upon  the  queftion,  whether 

*  Before  this  fecond  Decree  arrived  at  Verdun,  the 
Magia rates  of  the  Department  of  Ardennes  had  already 
fent  off  the  Officers  for  Paris. 
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the  members  of  the  Affembly  fhould  be  eli- 
gible or  not;  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  long 
difcuffion  that  the  following  articles  were 
decreed : 

"  Art.  I .  Before  the  AlTembly  proceed  to 
**  the  nomination  of  a  Governor,  who  fliall 
**  be  appointed  provifionally,  to  the  Pre- 
"  fumptive  Heir  of  the  Crown,  a  lift  lhall 
**  be  made  out  of  the  Citizens  who  appear 
**  proper  for  this  office. 

*'  Art.  2.  To  form  the  lift,  the  members 
**  of  the  Aftembly  fhall  retire  into  the  dif- 
'*  ferent  office-rooms,  and  proceed  to  ballot. 
**  The  names  of  thofe  balloted  for  in  each 

office  fhall  be  delivered  to  two  Secretaries, 
**  and  a  lift  of  all  who  obtained  votes  ftiall 
**  be  reported  to  the  Aftembly  and 
**  printed. 

"  Art.  3.  The  eledtion  fliall  be  made  in- 
'  dividually,  and  by  the  majority  of  votes. 

*  Votes  may  be  given,  not  only  for  perfons 
'  on  the  lift,  but  for  all  other  Citizens, 

*  except  the  members  of  the  prefent  Af- 

*  fembly. 

Art.  4.  The  Governor,  in  the  prefenceof 
'  the  National  AfTembly,  fhall  take  an  oath 

to 
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**  to  the  Nation,  to  attend  religioufly  to  the 

**  prefervation  of  the  life  and  health  of  the 

**  Heir  Apparent,  and  fhall  anfwer  for  his 

*•  perfon." 

The  other  articles  of  the  plan  propofeql 
by  the  Committee  were  adjourned. 

Thefe  fadious,  barbarous,  and  infolent 
men  were  not  fatisfied  with  having  deprived 
Louis  XVL  of  all  the  rights  and  of  all  the 
fund:ions  of  Royalty;  with  confining  him; 
with  having  fubjedted  him  to  the  humilia- 
tion of  giving  an  account  of  his  condu6t 
to  Commiffioners ;  and  with  having  ex- 
pofcd  him  to  the  grofs  infults  of  the  popu- 
lace :  they  determmed  alfo  to  deprive  him  of 
that  facred  right  Vv'hich  nature  and  every 
law  human  and  divine  have  beftowed  upon 
all  fathers,  that  of  rearing  and  educating 
their  children,  and  of  trufting  them  only  to 
pcrfons  of  their  own  choice. 

This  difcullion  fhocked  the  members  of 
the  Cote-Broil  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
could  no  longer  preferve  that  mournful 
filence  which  they  had  impofed  upon  them- 
felves  fince  the  King's  arreft.  One  of  them 
(the  Marquis  de  Foucault  Lardimale)  de- 
clared, that  he  Ihould  think  himfelf  moft 

criminal, 
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criminal,  if  he  took  the  leafl:  part  in  this 
decifion,  or  in  the  eledion  which  the  Af- 
fembly  propofed  to  take  upon  themfelves. 
And  Jo  fkould  /,  cried  at  once  all  the  worthy 
Reprefentatives  of  the  French  Nobility. 

How  painful  muft  it  have  been  for  them, 
in  fo  critical  a  moment,  to  fee  themfelves 
reduced  to  a  fituation  in  which  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  impOiTible  for  them  to  give  the  King 
any  other  proof  of  being  devoted  to  him, 
than  that  of  annihilating '  themfelves  in  a 
manner,  left  they  fhpuld  augment  his  dan- 
ger by  undertaking  his  defence,  or  oppofe 
his  intentions  from  not  knowing  them  !  for 
his  Majefty  never  opened  his  mind  to  them^ 
and  thus,  by  not  directing  their  zeal,  loft 
the  important  fervices  which  they  might 
have  rendered  him.  It  muft  alfo  be  obferved, 
that  from  the  end  of  July  1789  it  became 
impoflible  for  the  King  to  have  the  leaft 
communication  dired:  or  private  with  any 
member  of  the  Aftembly,  and  efpecially 
with  the  Deputies  of  the  Nobility.  It  would 
have  immediately  marked  them  as  fold  to 
the  Court  and  Defpotifm  ;  as  Confpirators, 
and  fo  forth :  and  this  fatal  diftindtion 
would  have  cxpofcd  them  continually  to  at- 
tacks from  the  mob,  which  the  word  Arifto- 

crat 
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crat  enabled  them  to  make  with  impunity. 
Indirect  communications  were  likewife  as 
impradicable ;  becaufe  they  would  have  re- 
quired intermediate  agents  in  whom  com- 
plete confidence  could  be  placed  j  and  it  was 
as  difficult  for  Louis  XVL  to  find  fuch  men 
at  Court,  as  to  feek  them  elfe where.  But, 
indeed,  the  pafTive  and  filent  part  adopted  by 
the  members  of  the  Cote-Droit^  after  the 
arrefl  of  the  Royal  Family,  was  certainly 
the  mofl  effential  fervice  they  could  render 
their  Majefties.  If  they  had  adled,  if  they 
had  fpoken,  they  would  have  increafed  the 
irritation  of  the  people,  and  the  power  of 
the  Republican  party,  who  wiflied  to  bring 
the  King  to  a  trial.  Upon  this  occafion, 
they  concerted  their  plan  of  condud:  with 
the  leaders  of  the  Conflitutionai  party,  who 
wifhed  to  fave  the  King,  but  who  neither 
would  nor  could  do  it  without  having  the 
flrongefl  affuranee  that  the  Cote- Droit  would 
take  no  part  in  the  debate,  but  confine  them- 
felves  to  voting  for  their  plan  of  decree 
when  put  to  the  vote.  Nothing  lefs  than  a 
crifis  fo  dangerous  for  the  Royal  Family 
could  induce  the  pure  Royalifls  to  form  ja 
temporary  union  v/ith  the  Fadious,  who 
had  overturned  the  Throne,  to  eflablifh  upon 
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its  ruins  their  pretended  Monarchical  Confti- 
tution ;  and  who  wiflied  to  preferve  the 
King  merely  to  maintain  it,  and  to  prevent 
the  Republican  party  from  triumphing. 

During  this  negotiation  between  the  Con- 
llitutionalifts  and  the  Royalifts,  M.  de 
Bouille,  who  had  fled  to  Luxembourg,  dif- 
inayed  at  the  difaftrous  ilTue  of  the  depar- 
ture of  the  Royal  Family  for  Montmedy, 
and  fhuddering  with  horror  at  the  idea  of 
the  crimes  which  might  be  the  confequence 
of  this  unhappy  event,  endeavoured  to  give 
it  a  turn  favourable  to  their  Majefties,  and 
to  draw  the  whole  rage  of  the  Jacobins  and 
of  the  People  upon  himfelf  alone.  For  this 
purpofe  he  wrote  his  celebrated  letter  to  the 
AfTembly,  in  which  he  declared  that  he  was 
the  fole  author  and  inftigator  of  the  King's 
departure  * ;  and  that  he  could  not  prevail 
upon  the  King  to  leave  Paris,  but  by  per- 
fuading  him  that  it  v/as  the  only  means  by 
which  he  could  fave  France  from  the 
civil  and  foreign  war  with  which  it  was 
threatened.  ^ 

This  letter,  which  was  read  to  the  AfTem- 
bly on  the  30th  of  June,  contained  the 

1. 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  xxi. 

juftefl 
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jufteft  cenfure  upon  their  condud,  but  in 
the  moft  violent  ftyle,  and  concluded  with 
threats  too  extravagant  to  alarm  thofe  to 
whom  they  were  addreffed,  who  turned  them 
into  ridicule,  and  regarded  them  as  mere 
bravadoes.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  this 
letter  made  a  very  general  impreflion  in  fa- 
vour of  the  King,  on  the  minds  of  thofe 
who  were  the  moft  exafperated  againft  him, 
which  was  the  end  M.  de  Bouille  had 
chiefly  in  view  when  he  wrote  it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XLIII. 


Incendiary  Writings  and  Placards  de- 
nounced to  the  Ajfemhly — Ridiculous  Liji 
of  Perfons  to  Jill  the  Ofice  of  Governor 
to  the  Dauphin  —  Declaration  of  the 
Members  of  the  Cote-Droit — Remarkable 
Letter  from  the  Able  Sieyes — Criminal 
ConduEl  of  M.  de  la  Fayette  in  refpeU  to 
the  Royal  Family — He  is  denounced  to 
the  Affembly,  ivho  pafs  to  the  Order 
of  the  Day  —  Friendly  Note  from  the 
king  of  Spain  to  the  Affembly  relative 
to  the  Situation  of  Louis  XVI— The  In- 
folence  with  which  this  Note  is  treated 
— Removal  of  Voltaire* s  Body  to  the  Pan- 
theon— Report  of  the  Committees  relative 
to  the  King's  departure  for  Montviedy-— 
Debates  between  the  Republican  Party  and 
the  Conflitutional  Party,  the  latter  of  whom 
declare  in  the  King's  favour-^Manxu- 
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vres  of  the  Jacobins — The  Confiitutional 
Party  prevail — Decree — Rage  of  the  Ja- 
cobin Club — They  enter  into  a  Refolution 
to  acknowledge  the  King  no  longer' — Riot 
—  Places  of  public  Amufement  Jhut 
up  —  Several  Deputies  infulted  —  De- 
nunciation of  thefe  Exceffes  to  the  Af 
fembly , 

While  the  united  Committees  of  the  Af- 
fembly  *  were  preparing  their  report  on  the 
events  of  the  2ifl:  of  June,  -  the  people,  in  a 
flate  of  continual  agitation,  ftimulated  by  a 
multitude  of  incendiary  writings,  by  the  mofl: 
furious  orators,  and  by  all  the  man03uvres  of 
the  Republican  party,  thought  themfelves 
authorifed  to  anticipate  the  judgment  of  their 
Reprefentatives  upon  this  pretended  confpi- 
racy.  Their  wiih  for  the  abolition  of  Royalty 
was  clamoroufly  exprelTed  by  all  the  groups 
alTembled  at  the  Palais-Royal,  and  by  num- 
berlefs  placards  ftuck  up  on  the  very  doors 
and  in  the  paffages  of  the  AjfTembly.— 
M.  Malouet  feeing  one  of  thefe  papers  as  he 
entered  the  Hall,  tore  it  down,  and,  carrying 

*  Seven  in  number,  viz.  Military,  Diplomatic,  of  the 
Conft.tution,  of  Revifion,  of  Criminal  Jurifprudence, 
€»t  Reports,  and  of  Inquiry. 

Vol..  IV..  p  it 
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it  in,  denounced  it.  He  moved  the  Affembly 
to  give  orders  inflantly  to  the  Public  Ac- 
cufer,  to  the  Adminiftrative  Bodies,  and  to 
the  Courts  to  which  the  cognizance  of  fimilar 
crimes  belonged,  to  profecute  the  authors 
of  this  placard.  All  the  members  of  the  Cote- 
Droit  rofe  at  once  to  fupport  the  motion. — 
The  advocate  Martineau  moved,-  that  thofe 
who  had  figned  the  paper  fhould  be  imme- 
diately arrelled.  Being  interrupted  by  violent 
murmurs  from  the  Cote-Gauche,  and  by  fome 
voices  calling  for  the  order  of  the  day,  he 
cried  with  indignation — *'  How  !  the  order  of 
**  the  day  1 " — To  the  Abhaye!  To  the  Ab- 
"  bayeT  cried  they.  It  is  infamous,'*  he 
replied^  **  to  leave  fuch  crimes  unpunifhed." 
p6^i^Z(?;ireprefented,  that  if  they  attended  to  fuch 
denunciations,  fimilar  ones  would  be  made 
every  day.  Ckabroiid,  who  in  his  report  on 
the  crimes  of  the  6th  of  Odober  1789  had 
found  no  blame  but  in  the  Gardes-du-Coi'ps, 
could  only  perceive  in  the  denounced  paper 
a  trijling  act  of  folly  or  deliriuvi  beneath 
the  attention  of  the  Affembly,  who  ought 
not,  by  hearing  and  difcujfmg  fuch  produc- 
tions, to  lofe  the  time  they  piould  befow  on 
finifhing  the  Conjlitution,  and  accelerating 
the  happinefs  of  the  people.  He  therefore 
I  fupported 


July  I79I-]       FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  211 


fiipported  the  motion  for  paffing  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day.  The  Galleries  by  the  mod 
lively  applaufes  fhowed  that  they  were  of 
the  fame  opinion,  and  the  AfTembly  adopted 
it. 

In  the  following  Sitting  the  refult  of  the 
ballot  preparatory  to  the  nomination  of  a 
Governor  for  the  Dauphin  was  read.  The 
number  of  perfons  returned  as  worthy  of 
the  office  amounted  to  92.  This  lift,  drawn 
up  in  alphabetical  order,  brought  together 
charad:ers  fo  heterogeneous  and  ridiculous, 
that  it  created  a  great  deal  of  laughter.  It 
was  compofed  of  Lawyers,  Doctors,  Com- 
manders of  the  battalions  of  the  Parifian 
National  Guard,  ancient  Magifbrates,  Poets, 
Pro  cur  eurs 'Syndics  of  the  Departments, 
Judges,  Directors  of  Colleges,  Monks, 
Dramatic  Authors,  &c.  &c.  The  name  of  the 
Prince  de  Conti  was  alfo  found  in  it,  as  was 
that  of  the  Duke  of  Harcourt,  between  thofe 
of  two  Advocates-General,  (Guiton  deMor- 
veaux,  ^nd  Heraut  de  Sechelles,)  that  of  M. 
Malejherbes  was  next  to  that  of  the  Treafurer 
of  the  Highways,  and  that  of  Noel  the 
Editor  of  a  Revolutionary  Journal,  between 
thofe  of  Mr.  Necker  and  M.  d'OrmeJfon ; 
but  the  name  that  created  the  greatefl  agita- 

P  2  tion 


212 


Annals  of  the     [July  1791, 


tion  was  that  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
The  members  of  the  Cote-Gauche  could  not 
reflrain  their  rage.  **  He  who  dared  to 
"  offer  that  name,'*  cried  Kezobell,  **  de- 
ferves  to  be  expelled  the  Legiflative 
Body."  The  Affembly  ordered  the  name 
of  M.  de  Bouille  to  be  erafed,  and  adjourned 
the  final  ballot  for  a  fortnight.  This  ad- 
journment was  judged  necellary,  on  account 
of  the  farcafms  and  ridicule  which  the  lift 
could  not  fail  to  excite. 

Very  different  was  the  lift  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cote-Droitj  who  publiflied,  at 
the  fame  period,  declarations,  the  objed:  of 
which  was  to  manifeft  their  fentiments,  and 
the  motives  of  their  filence  in  the  Affembly. 
It  is  the  part  of  hiftory  to  colled:  thefe 
honourable  ads,  as  io  many  monuments  of 
courage  and  fidelity.  One  of  thefe  declara- 
tions, graced  with  290  fignatures,  was 
couched  in  the  following  terms  ; 

"  In  the  midft  of  the  infults  offered  to 
**  the  Monarch  and  to  his  auguft  Family, 

and  in  their  perfons  to  the  Nation  at 

large,  w^hat  is  the  Monarchy  become? 

The  Decrees  of  the  National  Affembly 
**  have    concentrated    in    themfelvcs  the 

whole 
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whole  Regal  Authority:  the  State  Seal 
**  has  been  laid  upon  their  table  ;  their  De- 
**  crees  are  to  be  put  in  execution,  without 
**  requiring  the  fan d ion ;  they  give  dired: 
**  orders  to  all  the  Agents  of  the  Executive 

Power;  they  caufe  oaths  to  be  admini- 
*•  ftered  in  their  name,  in  which  Frenchmen 
**  no  longer  find  even  the  name  of  their 
*^  King ;  Commiffioners  appointed  by  them 

alone,  are  going  through  the  Provinces 
**  to  adminifter  the  oaths  they  exad:,  and  to 
'*  give  orders  to  the  Army  :  thus,  at  the 
*  moment  that  the  inviolability  of  the  facred 

perfon  of  the  Monarch  was  annihilated, 
^ '  the  Monarchy  was  deftroyed ;  even  the 
**  appearance  of  Royalty  no  longer  exifts  ; 
*'  a  Republican  interregnum  is  fubftituted  in 
**  its  ftead. 

"  Far  be  it  from  thofe  who  know  the 

rules  of  our  conduct,  and  we  dare  hope 
**  that  there  are  few  Frenchmen  who  are 

not  fatisfied  with  them,  to  imagine  that 
"  we  could  have  confented  to  thofe  Decrees  ! 
**  They  are  not  only  contrary  to  our  princi- 
**  pies,  but  they  grieve  our  hearts.  Never 

did  we  more  painfully  feel  the  rigour  of 
'*  Qur  duty,  or  more  lament  the  fatal  confe- 

P  3  "  quences 
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quences  drawn  from  the  miffion  with 

which  we  are  charged,  than  when  we 
"  were  compelled  to  witnefs  ads  which  ap- 
**  peared  criminal  outrages   to  us ;  than 

when  our  chief  fpeakers,  become  timid, 
**  for  the  firft  time,  were  compelled  to  con- 
**  demn  themfelves  to  filence,  that  they 
**  might  not  involve  fo  facred  a  caufe  in 
*'  the  contumely  our  adverfaries  have  but 

too  well  fucceeded  in  cafting  upon  us. 

"  Before  the  difaftrous  period  at  which 
**  we  are  arrived,  we  could  at  leaft  embrace 
**  the  phantom  of  the  Monarchy;  we  com- 
**  bated  for  its  wrecks,  and  the  hope  of 

preferving  it  juftified  our  endeavours. — 
'*  Now,  the  laft  blow  has  been  given  fo 
**  the  Monarchy  ;  but,  deprived  of  this  great 
**  motive,  duties  of  another  kind  prefent 
**  themfelves.    The  Monarch  exifts — He  is 

a  captive.    It  is  for  the  intereft  of  the 

King  we  muft  rally ;  it  is  for  him,  for 
**  his  family — it  is  for  the  loved  blood  of 

the  Bourbons f  that  we  fhould  remain  at 
**  a  poft  where  we  may  watch  over  fo  pre- 
"  cious  a  depofit.  We  will,  therefore,  ftill 
**  perform  this  facred  duty,  which  alone 
*'  muft  be  our  excufe ;  and  we  will  thus 

prove 


JuLT  I791-]      FRENCH  REVOLUTION.  215 

prove  that  in  our  hearts  the  Monarch  and 
'*  the  Monarchy  are  infep arable  from  each 
other. 

"  But  while  we  perform  this  urgent  duty, 
**  let  not  our  Conftituents  expert  that  we 
^*  lliall  interfere  in  any  fubjed  foreign  to  it. 

When  a  fingle  intereft  can  force  us  to  fit 
**  with  thofc  who  have  ere(5led  an  irregu- 

lar  Republic  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
♦*  Monarchy,  it  is  to  that  fingle  intereft  we 
**  devote  ourfelves  entirely.  From  this 
**  moment  a  profound  filence  on  whatever  is 
**  not  relative  to  it  will  mark  our  forrow, 
**  and  be  at  the  fame  time  the  only  expref- 
*'  fion  of  our  conftant  oppofition  to  all  the 
**  decrees. 

**  Confcquently,  w^e  fhall  continue,  from 
the  fole  motive  of  not  abandoning  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  King*s  perfon  and  thofe  of 
**  the  Royal  Family,  to  attend  the  delibera- 
tions  of  the  National  Affembly  j  but  as 
we  cannot  approve  their  principles,  nor 
**  acknowledge  the  lawfulnefs  of  their  de- 
**  crees,  we  fhall  henceforth  take  no  part  in 
**  deliberations  which  do  not  relate  folely 

*  to  thofe  interefts  which  remain  for  us  to 

*  defend." 
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In  the  Sitting  of  the  5th  of  July,  M.  de 
Foucault  attempted  to  read  this  declaration ; 
but  at  the  firft  words  he  was  interrupted  by- 
cries  and  murmurs  fo  violent,  that  the  Prefi- 
dent  could  not  put  an  end  to  them  but  by 
breaking  up  the  Sitting.  Thofe  that  figned  this 
declaration  then  determined  to  make  it  public 
by  printing  it ;  and  they  caufed  a  vafl  num- 
ber of  copies  to  be  dillributed  in  the  Capital 
and  in  the  Provinces*.  The  general  appro-' 
bation  which  it  obtained,  proved  a  protec- 
tion againft  the  fury  of  the  Republican 
Party,  and  againft  all  their  efforts  to  excite 
the  feverity^of  the  Aflembly  againft  this  ftep. 
Rewbellt  being  called  to  order  fome  days 
.  after  in  the  difcuflion  of  a  plan  for  a  decree 
againft  the  Emigrants -f,  angrily  anfwered  ; 

I  am  found  fault  with  for  one  unguarded 
**  word,  while  nothing  is  faid  of  a  produc- 
**  tion  I  hold  in  my  hand,  which  is  dif- 
**  tributed  every  where,  and  which  contains 

principles  the  moft  deftructive  to  the  fo- 

*  At  this  period  M.  de  Bonnaly  M.  de  Serent^  M.  de 
Cazalesy  and  M.  Montlofisr  vacated  their  feats. 

t  Sitting  of  the  9th  of  July. — It  was  decreed,  that  the 
Emigrants  not  returning  in  the  courfe  of  a  month  fhould 
pay  triple  taxes  for  the  year  1791. 

vcreignty 
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**  vereignty  of  the  Nation.  I  fpeak  of  the 
deelaration  made  by  feveral  Members  of 
this  Aflembly."  Ahhough  this  denunci- 
ation was  feveral  times  applauded  by  the 
Members  of  the  Cote -Gauche  and  by  the 
Galleries,  the  AfTembly  had  the  prudence 
not  to  take  it  up. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  declarations  of 
the  loyal  Deputies  fixed  the  public  attention, 
and  interefted  every  honeft  man,  by  fhowing 
them  the  principles  and  fentiments  in  which 
all  good  Frenchmen  (hould  unite,  the  Abbe 
Sieyes,  being  accufed  in  fome  pamphlets  of 
having  changed  his  opinion,  and  of  endea- 
vouring to  draw  over  parti  fans  to  the  Re- 
publican fyftem,  publiflied  his  Monarchical 
principles,  and  the  grounds  of  them,  in  a  let- 
ter which  he  fent  to  the  newfpapers*.  His 
condudl  fince  renders  this  letter  fo  remark- 
able, that  I  cannot  difpenfe  with  reporting 
its  principal  paffages : 

"  It  is  faid  by  many  that  I  am  taking  ad- 
vantage  of  our  prefent  fituation  to  em- 
**  brace  Republicanifm.     Hitherto  no  one 


*  See  the  Moniteur  of  Wednefday  the  6th  of  July  1791, 
under  the  article  Farietes. 

"  has 
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*'  has  ever  thought  of  accufing  me  of  too 
*'  much  flexibihty  in  my  principles,  or 
of  changing  my  opinion  eafily,  to  fuit 
**  the  fafhion  of  the  times.  Honeft  men, 
**  to  whom  alone  I  can  addrefs  myfelf,  have 

*  but  three  ways  of  judging  of  the  fcnti- 

*  ments  of  any  perfon  j  by  his  adiions,  his 

*  worcfs,  and  his  writings.     I  offer  thefe 

*  three  kinds  of  proof.    It  is  not  to  Jlatter 

*  ancient  cujloms,  nor  through  any  fuper- 
^  Jiitious  regard  to  Royalty,  that  I  prefer 
'  Monarchy,  I  prefer  it  becaufe  it  is  clear 
'  to  me,  that  the  citizen  enjoys  more  liberty 
^  under  a  Monarchy  than  in  a  Republic. 

*  Every  other  motive  of  preference  appears 

*  puerile  to  me.    The  bejl  fecial  fyjiem,  in 

*  my  opinion,  is  that  by  which  not  one,  or 

*  only  a  few,  but  all  tranquilly  enjoy  the 
'  greatefi  pojjihle  latitude  of  liberty.    If  I 

*  difcern  this  charaBer  in  the  Monarchical 
'  fate,  it  is  clear  that  I  ought  to  prefer  it 
'  above  all  others.   This  is  the  whole  fecret 

*  of  my  principles  and  my  profeflion  of  faith 
'  fairly  laid  before  you.  I  (hall  perhaps  foon 

*  have  time  to  difcufs  this  queflion — and  I 
'  hope  tc  prove,  not  that  Monarchy  \s  pre- 

ferable  in  any  particular  cir  cum  fiances, 

but 
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'*  but  that  in  every  cafe  men  are  freer 
under  it  than  in  a  Republic^" 

Meanwhile  the  Royal  Family,  £hut  up 
in  the  Tuileries-f,  and  furrounded  night  and 

day 

*  On  repand  beaiicoup  que  je  profite  dans  ce  moment 
de   notre    pofition  pour  lourner  au  Republicanifme. 
Jufqu'a  prefent  on  ne  s'etoit  pas  avife  de  m'accufer  de  trop 
de  flexibilite  dansmes  principes,  ni  de  changer  facilement 
d'opmion  au  gre  du  temps.    Pour  les  hommes  de  bonne 
foi,  les  feuls  auxquels  je  puifTe  m'adrefTcr,  il  n'y  a  que 
trois  moyens  de  juger  des  fentimens  de  quelqu'un  ;  fes 
aftions,  fes  paroles,  ct  fes  ecrits.   J'offre  ces  trois  fortes 
de  preuves.    Ce  rieji  ni  pour  carejfer  d'anciennes  habitudes y 
ni  par  aiicun  fentiment  Juperjiitieux  de  RoyaJifme  que  je 
prefere  la  Monarchie.    "Je  la  pre/ere  parcequ'il  m  eji  de~ 
montre  qu'il y  a  plus  de  liberte  pour  le  citoyen  dans  la  Mo- 
narchie que  dans  la  Eepublique.    Tout  autre  motif  de  diter- 
viination  me  paroit  puerile.    Le  meilleur  regime  fecial  efiy 
a  mon  avisy  celui  oil  non  pas  un,  non  pas  quel^jues^uns  feule- 
menty  mais  oil  tons  jouiffent  tranquiUement  de  la  plus  grande 
latitude  de  liberte  poffible.    Si  fapper^eis  ce  caraElere  dans 
Vetat  Monarchique,  il  eJi  clair  que  je  dois  le  vouloir  par 
deffus  tout  autre.  Voila  tout  le  fecret  de  me s  principes y  etma 
profejjion  de  foi  bien  faite.  J'aurai  peut-etre  bientot  le  temps 
'  de  developper  ceite  quefiion — et  jefpcre  prouvery  non  que  la 
Monarchie  ejl  preferable  dans  telle  ou  telle  pofition,  mais  que 
dans  toutes  les  hypothefes  on  y  eJi  plus  libre  que  dans  la 
Republique." 

t  The  Dauphin  alone  was  permitted  to  go  out.  The 

National 
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day  by  a  numerous  guard,  in  whom  they 
could  fee  but  jailors  and  fpies  in  regimentals, 
found  the  rigours  of  their  captivity  aggra- 
vated by  new  precautions,  as  barbarous  as 
they  were  ufelefs.  None  but  the  Mem-^ 
bers  of  the  AfTembly  had  a  right  of 
entering  the  Palace  without  the  permifTion 
of  M.  de  la  Fayette,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  fhow  their  tickets,  as  Deputies,  to  the 
guard.  The  Members  of  the  Cote-Droit 
ufed  this  privilege  as  often  as  poflible.  They 
faw  with  a  melancholy  fatisfadtion  how 
much  their  Majefties  were  pleafed  at  it. 
The  Royal  Family  appeared  in  feeing  them 
to  forget  all  their  troubles,  and  to  find  in 
their  looks  the  confolation  of  hope.  M.  de 
la  Fayette  was  pleafed  to  take  umbrage  at 
this ;  and  upon  his  own  authority  gave 
orders  to  the  Guard  to  refufe  the  Deputies 
entrance  into  the  Tuileries,  even  if  they 
lliowed  their  tickets.  His  friends  j unified 
this  order  by  faying,  that  it  was  given  be- 
caufe  fome  Deputies  lent  their  cards  to  fuf- 

National  Guard  prefented  arms  to  him.  The  People 
faluted  him  as  he  paflTed ;  and  repeated  this  fentence 
which  had  been  dictated  to  them  :  //  is  the  Son  ;  it  is  not 

the  Father. 

ped:ed 
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pedled  perfons ;  and  that  feveral  Members 
of  the  Aflembly  had  often  remained  fo  late 
at  the  Tuileries  as  to  alarm  the  National 
Guard.    This  infolent  order  was  announced 
to  the  AfTembly  by  the  Prefident,  in  the 
Sitting  of  the  10th  of  July,  and  excited  as 
much  indignation  in  the  Members  of  the 
Cote- Droit,  as  it  did  joy  among  the  Members 
of  the  Cote-Gauche.    So  much  the  better  I 
It  was  very  proper !  cried  the  latter.    «*  I 
think/'  faid  M.  d'Ambly,       that  it  is 
beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Affembly  to 
**  receive  orders  from  any  one:   if  they 
**  choofe  that  their  Members  fliould  not 
*'  enter  the  Tuileries,  they  have  but  to  de- 
*•  cree  it."    M.  Malouet  was  more  vehe- 
ment in  declaiming  againft  this  outrage : 
**  What  does  this  order  mean?"  faid  he. 
**  Are  we  not  permitted  to  go  to  the  King  ?" 
He  was  anfwered,  "  No,  no."       By  what 
right,  by  what  authority  ?  I,  for  one,  will 
"  go."    Several    Members   of  the  CotL 
Droit  exprelTed  the  fame  fentiment  with 
equal  warmth.      ^'  I  move,"  faid  M.  de 
Montlofier,    -  that  M.  de  la  Fayette  be 
**  ordered  to  the  bar,  to  give  an  account  of 
his  condua.    He  fhall  be  refponfible  for 
the  outrages  offered  to  the  King  and  his 

"  auguft 
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**  auguft  Family.  I  undertake  to  profecute 
'*  him.  It  is  fhocking  that  fentinels  fhould 
**  be  placed  upon  the  very  roof  of  the 
**  Palace.'*  The  moft  noify  clamours  and 
murmurs  prevented  him  from  faying  more ; 
and  the  Aflembly  decreed,  that  it  v^^as  not 
M.  de  Montlofier's  turn  to  fpeak,  and 
pafTed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

M.  MaloueVs  exclamation  was,  and  will 
remain  for  ever,  a  bitter  and  unanfwerable 
argument  againft  NL  de  la  Fayette  and  his 
panegyrifts,  if  he  ftill  has  any.  In  fad,  by 
■what  right,  by  what  authority,  did  this  Ge- 
neral of  the  Bourgeois  Militia,  converting 
the  Palace  of  our  King  into  a  prifon,  dare  to 
keep  the  Royal  Family  clofely  confined,  to 
conftitute  himfelf  their  Majeftics'  jailer,  and 
to  take  upon  him  to  multiply  vexations  Jn- 
fults,  and  indignities,  which  even  the  jailer 
of  the  Bicetre  would  not  have  dared  to  inflid: 
on  his  prifoners  without  orders  from  his 
fupcriors  ?  Whence  then  had  M.  de  la  Fay- 
ette his  orders  and  powers  ?  He  had  never 
any  but  thofe  contained  in  the  firfl,  fccond, 
and  fourth  articles  of  the  decree  of  the  25th 
of  June ;  and  by  them  a  guard  was  to  be 
appointed  for  the  King,  the  Queen,  and  the 
Dauphin;  which  guard,  under  the  orders  of 

the 
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the  Commander-in-Chief ,  were  to  attend  to 
the  fqfety  of  their  Majefiies,  and  to  he  re- 
fponfihle  for  their  perfons.    The  refponfibi- 
lity  impofcd  upon  this  guard  did  not  evea 
reach  M.  de  la  Fayette :  he  might  doubtlefs 
have  joined  them,  but  he  ought  not,  at  leaft 
only  fo  far  as  to  fecure,  according  to  the  decree 
paffed  in  the  night  between  the  2 2d  and  23d of 
June,  the  maintenance  of  the  refpecl  and  re- 
gard due  to  the  Royal  dignity .  Neither  ought 
he  to  have  forgotten  that,  the  Affembly,  far 
from  intending  to  make  the  Royal  Family 
prifoners  by  the  decree  of  the  25th  of  June, 
had  been  generally  fhocked  at  the  bare  idea 
of  holding  their  Majefies  in  a  fiate  of 
arrefi  ;  and  that  thefe  laft  exprefiions  which 
efcaped  from  Roederer,  had  excited  a  gene« 
ral  cry  of  indignation  againft  him.  Such 
was  the  duty  of  the  Commander  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard.     What  can  ever  juftify  his 
exceeding  it  in  fo  criminal  a  manner  ?  The 
Affembly  ought  certainly  to  have  puniflied 
him  for  it  when  his  new  order  ^vas  de- 
nounced to  them  ;  and  in  paffing  to  the  order 
of  the  day  they  did  not  extenuate  M.  de  la 
Fayette^  crime,  they  only  augmented  the 
number  of  his  accomplices. 

The 
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The  order  of  the  day  in  this  Sitting  was 
to  infult  crowned  heads,  as  grofsly  as  auda- 
cioufly.  We  may  judge,  by  the  reception 
given  by  the  Aflembly  to  the  friendly  note 
which  the  King  of  Spain  fent  to  them  rela- 
tive to  the  fituation  of  Louis  XVI.  and  the 
Royal  Family.  This  note,  delivered  by  the 
Spanifli  Ambafl'ador  to  M.  de  Montmorin, 
to  be  communicated  to  the  AfTembly  from 
his  Catholic  Majefty,  was  couched  in  thefc 
terms  : 

The  retreat  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King 
"  and  his  family  from  Paris,  and  his  de- 
'*  figns,  although  ftill  unknown  to  his  Ca- 
**  tholic  Majefty,  might  and  cannot  but 
**  have  been  occafioned  by  the  neceffity  of 
**  delivering  himfelf  from  the  infults  of  the 
populace,  which  the  prefent  Affembly  and 
*'  the  Municipality  have  not  been  able  to 
**  prevent  or  to  punifli,  and  the  intention  of 
**  feeking  a  place  of  fafety,  where  the  So- 
**  vereign  and  the  true  and  legitimate  Rcpre- 
**  fentatives  of  the  Nation  might  hold  their 
*^  deliberations  with  that  liberty  of  which 
'*  they  had  hitherto  been  deprived;  of 
*•  which  there  are  inconteftable  proofs. 
'   "  It  is  in  this  fenfe,  in  that  of  the  moft  in- 

**  timate 
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timate  Ally  of  France,  of  a  near  relation 
and  friend  of  her  King,  and  as  her  neareft 
neighbour,  that  his  Majefty  takes  the 
greatefl:  interefl  in  the  happinefs  and  in- 
ternal tranquillity  of  the  French  Nation  ; 
and  that,  far  from  having  a  thought  of 
difturbing  them,  he  has  taken  the  refolu- 
tion  of  exhorting  the  French ;  and  he  con- 
jures them  to  refled:  coolly  upon  the  ftep 
which  their  Sovereign  has  been  compelled 
to  take ;  to  confider  the  provoking  cir- 
cumftances  which  may  have  given  caufe 
to  it ;  to  refpedt  the  high  dignity  of  his 
facred  perfon,  his  liberty,  and  his  privi- 
lege, and  that  of  all  the  Royal  Family  ; 
and  to  alTure  themfelves,  that  if  the 
French  Nation  difcharge  thefe  duties,  as 
the  King  hopes,  they  will  find  in  the  con- 
duct of  his  Catholic  Majefty  the  fame 
fentiments  of  friendfliip  and  good-will 
which  he  has  conftantly  teftified  to  them, 
and  which,  in  every  refpe(ft  better  fuits 
his  fituation  than  any  other  meafure 
whatfoever. 

At  Aranjuez,  July  ift  1791. 
True  copies,  being  compared  with  the 
original. 

Paris,  July  9th  1791.  Signed  Montmorin." 
Vol.  IV.  CL  During 
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During  the  reading  of  this  note  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cote-Gauche  and  the  Galleries  feve- 
ral  times  broke  out  into  murmurs,  and  the 
moft  indecent  peals  of  laughter,  which  were 
redoubled  when  it  was  concluded.  To  put  a 
flop  to  thofe  impertinences,  or  rather  to  add 
another  to  them,  and  before  the  AfTembly 
entered  upon  the  difcuflion  of  the  note  from 
the  Court  of  Spain,  they  read  a  letter  from 
the  clerks  of  a  petty  charitable  inftitution, 
who  fent  them  the  fum  of  82 1  livres  5  fols  for 
the  pay  of  three  men  for  the  National  Guards 
during  a  year,  and  this  adl  of  patriotifm 
obtained  the  greateft  applaufes.  Rabaud  de 
St,  Etienne  then  fpoke  :  We  have,"  faid 
he,  **  heard  a  note  read,  in  which  the  King 
**  of  Spain  appears  to  manifeft  his  defire 
•*  ftill  to  live  in  good  underftanding." — 

•  *  What !  what ! "  cried  out  feveral  voices  from 
the  Cote-Gauche:  "  The  order  of  the  day! 

The  order  of  the  day."—"  I  do  not  think," 
replied  he,  that  when  the  Minifter  and 
**  Diplomatic  Committee  communicate  to 
"  you  a  paper,  which  appears  to  indicate 
**  arrangements    relative  to   your  affairs, 

*  *  you  ought  to  pafs  on  to  the  order  of  the 

day.     I  move  that  you  declare,  that  as 
«•  the  Affembly  do  not  mean  to  meddle  with 
o  *'  the 
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the  affairs  of  any  Foreign  Nation,  the 
French  Nation  will  never  fufFer  any  other 
**  Nation  to  meddle  with  theirs.    This  is 
the  fpirit  of  the  anfwer  which  M.  de 
Montmorin  ought  to  be  delired  to  re- 
turn."    Enthufiaftic  applaufes  announced 
the  fuccefs  of  this  motion.    The  Affembly, 
after  a  very  fliort  difcuffion,  pafTed  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  fent  back  the  King  of  Spain's 
letter  to  the  Committee  that  had  prefented 
it. 

It  was  but  natural  and  confiftent,  that  the 
period  when  the  Altar  and  the  Throne  were 
overturned  in  France,  fliould  prove  a  period 
of  glory  for  the  guilty  authors  whofe  poi- 
foned  pens  had  prepared  and  accelerated 
thofe  fad  events.  The  Affembly  had  decreed 
the  honours  of  the  Pantheon  to  Voltaire  ;  and 
his  afhes  were  removed  thither  on  the  1 1  th 
of  July,  in  a  moft  pompous  manner.  The 
car  which  conveyed  the  body  was  drawn  by 
twelve  horfes,  of  a  light  grey  colour,  har- 
nefTed  four  abreafl,  and  led  by  men  in  an* 
tient  drefTes.  Numerous  detachments  from 
all  the  battalions  of  the  iParifian  National 
Guard  opened  and  clofed  the  procefTion  of 
the  funeral,  which  fet  out  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  from  the  fpot  where  the  Baf* 

QL3  tille 
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tille  ftood,  continued  along  the  Boulevard  to 
the  Place  Louis  XV.  crolTed  the  Pont- 
Royal,  flopped  before  M.  deVillete's^  houfe, 
and  oppofite  the  Com-edie  Franc^  oife,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Ste.  Genevieve.  The  immenfe  re- 
tinue which  attended  this  funeral  was  com- 
pofed  of  Deputations  from  the  National  Af- 
fembly,  from  the  Department,  the  Munici- 
pality, the  Sections,  Tribunals,  Juftices  of 
Peace,  Patriotic  Societies  or  Clubs,  Acade- 
mies, Colleges,  and  the  different  Theatres 
of  the  Capital  ;  the  whole  of  the  Jacobin 
Club  j  the  Electors  of  1789,  the  Conquer- 
ors, of  the  Baftiile,  a  group  of  the  Hed:ors 
of  the  Market,  armed  with  pikes,  and  the 
villains  who  had  arrefted  the  Royal  Family 
at  Varennes,  and  who  marched  in  triumph 
in  the  midft  of  the  pageant,  crowned  with 
branches  of  oak.  In  the  train  were  men  in 
antique  dreffes,  carrying  the  ftatue  of  Vol- 
taire on  a  frame.  It  was  furrouiided  by 
pyramids  crowded  with  medallions,  on 
which  the  titles  of  his  principal  works  ap- 
peared. Upon  another  frame  was  a  gilt 
box,  containing  at  copy  of  the  lafl  edition  of 
his  works  publilhed  by  Beaumarchais ; 
round  this  box  were  the  Literati.  At  certain 

*  A  nephew  of  Voltaire. 

dillances 
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diftances  were  placed  different  Revolutionary 
trophies,  fuch  as  the  chains,  balls,  and 
cuirafTes,  found  in  the  Ballille ;  the  colours, 
and  plan  of  that  fort  in  relief,  carried  by 
the  workmen  who  had  been  employed  to-de- 
molifh  it,  and  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Fauxbourg  St.  Antoinc.  Several  full  bands 
of  mufic,  both  vocal  and  inflrumental,  at- 
tended the  funeral,  and  hymns  were  chanted 
in  praife  of  the  philofophic  poet.  This  cere- 
mony, or  rather  this  Revolutionary  Farce, 
honoured  with  the  title  of  a  National  Fefti- 
val,  lafted  near  twelve  hours,  to  the  great 
fcandal  of  all  who  ftill  preferved  any  reli- 
gious ideas,  or  fentiments  of  morality  and 
virtue.  It  was  impoffible  to  fee  without  in- 
dignation, thefe  honours,  this  idolatry,  la- 
viflied  on  a  man  who  had  fpent  his  life  in 
ridiculing  religion,  and  corrupting  morals. 

The  Committees  appointed  to  examine  the 
papers  and  informations  relating  to  the 
events  of  the  21ft  of  June,  at  laft,  on  the 
12th  of  July,  announced  that  they  were 
prepared  to  make  their  report..  The  AfTem- 
bly  fixed  the  next  day  for  taking  it  into  con- 
fideration,  and  proceeded  to  call  .  over  the 
names  of  the  members,  as  had  been  decreed, 
to  afcertain  the  numbers  of  the  abfent.  The 

0^3  refult 
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refult  was,  that  the  number  of  members 
prefent  amounted  to  1089,  and  that  of  the 
abfent  to  132,  among  whom  were  feveral 
Deputies  who  were  ill,  or  abfent  on  leave. 

On  the  r3th,  at  the  opening  of  the  Sit- 
ting, a  fmall  pamphlet  profufely  diftributed 
round  the  Hall  by  truly  pious  hands,  fixed 
the  attention  of  all  the  Deputies,  and  the 
reading  of  it  diftinguifhed  the  moft  eftimable 
from  the  mofl  inveterate  among  them ;  the 
tears  of  fenfibility  flowed  from  the  former, 
while  the  grimaces  of  malignity  and  fury 
betrayed  the  latter. 

This  work  of  the  morrtent,  entitled,  '*  The 
Reign  of  Louis  X  VI.  prefented  to  the  View 
of  Europe contained  a  rapid  fl^etch  of 
what  Louis  XVL  had  done  for  the  Nation  j 
the  enfranchifement  of  Serfs  ;  the  eflablifh- 
ment  of  Provincial  Adminiftrations ;  the 
fuppreflion  of  the  Corvees ;  the  abolition  of 
torture ;  milder  laws  againfl:  defertion ;  fraud 
and  violence  excluded  in  the  enliftinff  of  fol- 
diers ;  the  privilege  of  Citizens  reftored  to  pro- 
teftants ;  the  arts,  fciences,  and  commerce  pro- 
te(5ted  j  the  feeds  of  bloody  wars  deflroyed  in 
the  North,  in  the  Levant,  at  Vienna,  and  in 
Holland  j  the  Ifland  of  Tobago  re-united  to 
our  Antilles ;  the  fifhery  at  Newfoundland 

fecured 
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fecured  and  augmented  ;  new  poffeflions  ac- 
quired in  India ;  the  treaty  with  Ruffia  j  the 
peace  of  1782  honourable  to  France  and  its 
Allies ;  the  increafe  of  our  maritime  power ; 
works  as  ufeful  as  glorious  carried  on  in  the 
ports  of  Cherbourg,  Dunkirk,  Havre,  Tou- 
lon, La  Rochelle,  &c.  &c. ;  canals  undertaken 
in  Burgundy,  Britany,  Picardy,  Berry, 
6cc,  &c. ;  the  numerous  marks  of  fenfibility 
engraved  on  every  heart ;  the  double  repre- 
fentation  granted  to  the  Tiers- Et at ;  the 
magnanimity  of  Louis  XVL,  who  came 
with  the  tidings  of  peace  to  Paris,  in  the 
midft  of  two  hundred  thoufand  armed  men 
in  infurred;ion,  who  enjoined  his  guards  to 
devote  themfelves,  like  him,  to  the  welfare  of 
the  people,  and  to  fuffer  death  rather  than  op- 
pofe  force  to  force;  and  who  came  to  fix  his 
relidence  in  the  midft  of  a  city  inceffantly  agi- 
tated, and  mifled  by  atrocious  calumnies. — 
**  All  Europe  knows,"  obferved  this 
worthy  hiftorian  of  Louis  XVL  with 
*•  what  patience  and  courage  this  good 
**  King,  fince  his  refidence  in  the  Capital, 
**  has  borne  the  fufferings,  the  wants,  and  the 
facrifices  which  circumftances  fcemed  to 
**  require.  After  drinking  during  the  courfe 
**  of  eighteen  months  the  cup  of  bitternefs, 

0^4  **  he 
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*^  he  fell  fick.  As  the  fpring  advanced, 
*'  his  health  began  to  mend,  and  on  the 
"  18th  of  April  he  wifhed  to  change  the 
**  air,  arid  go  into  the  country.  This  was 
**  violently  oppofed ;  his  own  perfon,  his 
*•  confort,  his  fifter,  and  his  children,  were 

*  *  publicly  and  cruelly  infulted :  laws  were 

even  prefcribed  to  his  confcience.  With 
**  refped:  to  the  departure  of  the  Royal 
**  Family  for  Montmedy,"  added  he,  if 
that  meafure,  which  was  thought  to  be 
**  prudent  and  neceffary  by  the  King,  was 
*'  fubjedt  to  inconveniences,  they  can  be 
"  juftly  imputed  only  to  thofe  who,  con- 
**  cealing  from  Louis  XVI.  for  near  two 
years  his  true  political  lltuation,  deceived 
him,  and  deceived  all  France,  and  all 
Europe;  to  thofe,  in  a  word,  who,  after 
**  faying  and  repeating  a  thoufand  times, 

*  *  that  the  King  was  free  and  ought  to  be  fo, 
**  now  pretend  it  was  a  fiiflion,  and  lay  it 
**  down  as  a  principle,  that  the  King  was 
•*  not  free,  and  even  that  he  ought  not  to 
*'  be  free*;  a  mode  of  reafoning,  in  fadl, 

which  tends  to  deflroy  the  Conftitution, 

•  This  was  infafl  the  reafontng  of  the  whole  Republi- 
Cian  Party,  and  of  a  great  number  of  the  Conftitutionalifls, 

and 
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and  annul  all  that  has  been  done.  I  boldly 

appeal  to  all  Frenchmen,  and  afk  them,  if, 
**  in  return  for  the  virtues,  the  civifm  of 
**  the  King,  and  his  unbounded  confidence 

in  their  loyalty,  they  ever  thought  for  a 
*'  iingle  inftant,  that  they  fhould  arrogate 
*'  to  themfelves  the  horrid  fight  of  pillaging, 
*'  degrading,  and  dethroning  him?  I  aik 
**  the  Parifians,  if,  becaufe,  and  perhaps  for 

them  alone,  the  King  determined  to  con- 
*'  voke  the  States-General,  they  underftood 
**  that  they  were  to  have  the  ihameful  right 
**  of  abufing  his  love  for  them;  that  they 
**  were  to  have  that  of  tormenting,  infult- 

ing,  and  enflaving  the  beneficent  Mo- 
**  narch,  who  facrificed  his  power,  his  pre- 
**  rogative,  his  happinefs,  to  the  defire  of 
'*  preferving  and  protecting  them?  Europe 
'*  waits  the  anfwers  to  thefe  queftions,  and 
"  the  Genius  of  hiftory  is  ready  to  engrave 
**  them  in  indelible  charadlers.*' 

This  work,  rendered  as  interefting  by  the 
motives  which  did:ated  it,  as  by  the  occa- 
fion  on  which  it  was  publifhed,  was  the 
more  worthy  of  notice  and  of  the  circum- 
flantial  extrad:  I  have  made  from  it,  as  the 
feelings  which  it  occalioned  in  the  Affembly 
and   the   Capital   prepared   men's  minds 

favourably 
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favourably  for  the  important  difcuffion  of 
which  I  am  going  to  give  an  account. 

Muguet  de  Nanthou,  who  was  the  fpeak- 
er  of  the  feven  united  Committees,  recit- 
ed in  his  report  the  particulars  known  re- 
fpedling  the  departure  of  the  Royal  Family 
in  the  night  from  the  Tuileries.  The  in- 
formation and  the  different  declarations  re- 
ceived by  the  Committees  proved,  that  on 
the  20th  of  June  their  Majeilies  went  to  bed 
as  ufual ;  that  towards  midnight  the  Royal 
Family  having  met  together  in  a  lower  room, 
two  unknown  perfons  went  to  them ;  that 
one  of  thefe  handed  Mademoifelle  Brunier 
and  Mademoifelle  Neuville,  the  Queen's 
Chamber-maids,  into  the  Princes'  Court, 
put  them  into  a  carriage  that  was  waiting 
there  for  them,  and  went  with  them  to 
Claye,  where  they  joined  the  Royal  Family,,- 
and  continued  with  them  as  far  as  Varennes ; 
that  the  other  unknown  perfon  condud:ed 
Madame  de  Tourzel,  the  .Dauphin,  and 
Madame  Royale  to  the  Quay  of  the  The- 
atins,  where  a  carriage  was  in  waiting;  that 
after  a  confiderable  time  (about  half  an  hour) 
the  Queen  and  Madame  Elizabeth  came  up 
to  them  on  foot,  and  got  into  the  fame  car- 
riage, as  did  the  King,  who  arrived  fome 

moments 
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moments  afterwards,  accompanied  by  M.  de 
MaldaUy  one  of  the  three  Gardes-du-Corps 
who  went  with  the  Royal  Family ;  that  at 
St.  Martin's  gate  their  Majeflies  went  into  a 
more  commodious  carriage,  which  M.  Du 
Moutier,  another  Garde-du-CorpSy  had  pre- 
pared for  them,  and  drove  without  changing 
their  coachman  to  Bondi,  where  they  took 
poft-horfes,  which  M*  de  Valori,  the  third 
Garde-du-CorpSy  had  kept  in  readinefs ;  that 
the  King  had  alighted  from  his  carriage  at 
different  pofts  ;  that  he  fpoke  to  people 
whom  he  met,  and  appeared  very  uncon- 
cerned till  the  moment  of  his  arreft  at  Va- 
rennes,  &c.  &c. 

After  reporting  all  thefe  fad:s,  and  an  ex- 
trad:  of  all  the  minutes,  which  I  have  al- 
ready cited,  he  ftated  and  difculTed  the  fol- 
lowing queftion  :  Can  the  King  be  tried? 
A  very  ftrange  queftion,  and  which  ten  years 
before  would  have  been  regarded  in  France, 
as  well  as  in  every  other  Monarchical  State, 
as  a  punifhable  blafphemy.  The  reporter 
referred  to  fome  of  the  Decrees  declared  con- 
ftitutional  to  folve  it.  You  have  de- 
•  *  creed,"  faid  he,  you  have  fworn  to 
*•  maintain  a  Monarchical  Conftitution,  and 

the  inviolability  of  the  King,  whom  you 

**  have 
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have  not  confidered  as  a  Citizen,  but  as  a 
*•  Power.  If  the  King  were  not  independ- 
**  ent,  if  he  might  be  judged  by  the  Alfem- 

bly,  he  would  be  fubjed  to  their  con- 
**  trol ;  he  would  not  be  free.  We  cannot 
**  feparate  the  King  from  Royalty.  If  he 
**  commit  a  crime,  we  fhould  fuppofe  him 

in  a  deranged  ftate  of  mind.  His  flight 
**  is  not  even  an  offence.  You  cannot  de- 
**  termine  it  to  be  fo  without  laws.  Had 
*'  he  gone  out  of  the  kingdom,  he  would 

have  incurred  no  forfeiture  by  the  Con- 
*  *  flitution,  till  he  fliould  have  refufed  to  com- 
**  ply  with  a  previous  proclamation  inviting 
'*  him  to  return.    The  declaration  which 

he  left  bears  no  legal  charader,  and  con- 
**  tains  no  dired:  or  indired  renunciation  of 
*'  Royalty.    His  acceptance  was  a  formality 

of  mererefped,  and  evidently  unneceflary 

to  the  validity  of  your  Decrees.  The 
*'  King  therefore  is  not  guilty  in  the  eye  of 
*'  the  law ;  and  even  if  he  were,  the  invio- 
**  lability  of  his  perfon  would  not  fuffer  his 

being  tried.    But  were  I  permitted  to  re- 

move  for  a  moment  the  veil  that  conceals 
**  from  us  the  events  which  would  be  the 
*'  confcquence  of  a  contrary  opinion,  you 

would  fee  all  the  evils  revive  which  af- 

"  Aided 
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**  flirted  England  in  the  time  of  the  Pre- 
**  tender,  and  defolated  RufTia  under  the  reien 
"  of  the  infant  John.    You  would  again 
fee  all  the  troubles  of  the  minority  of 
Louis  XIV. — a  conflant   fucceffion  of 
civil  and  foreign  wars  J  and  amidft  thefe 
**  diforderS,   a   child  fcarcely  out  of  his 
cradle,  by  turns  the  inflrument  and  the 
vidim  of  parties,  intrigues,  and  factions; 
Regents  too  pointed  out  by  the  Law,  but  in 
whom  there  would  now  be  no  confidence.'* 
All  the  cenfure  of  the  Reporter  and  of 
the  Com.mittees  w^as  direded  againfl:  the 
Marquis  de  Bouille,  who  had  declared  him- 
felf,  in  his  letter  to  the  Affembly,  the  au- 
thor and  inftigator  of  the  plan  for  the  King's 
departure;  who,  by  alarming  his  Majefty, 
and  inftilling  apprehenfions  into  his  mind, 
had  fiicceeded  in  drawing  the  Royal  Family 
from  the  Capital;  and  who  had  prepared 
'and  conduced  the  execution  of  the  plan. 
The  report  accordingly  concluded:  ift, 
*'  That  a  profecution  fhould  be  inftituted 
againft  M.  de  Bouille  and  his  abettors, 
accomphces,  and  adherents;  particluar- 
ly  ^againft  MefTrs.  Heymann,  Klingliii, 
D'OffeliJe,  Defoteux,  Goguelas,  Damas, 

*'  Choifeuil 
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**  Choifeuil-Stainville,  Audouin^^Velcour, 
**  Mandely  ManaJJin,  Talon^  Bouille  the 
*•  fon,  Ferfen,  Maldan,  Valori,  and  Du 
* '  Moutier,  as  fufpecSted  of  being  acquainted 
**  with  the  plot,  and  of  entertaining  defigns 
* '  of  favouring  it :  and  that  the  perfons  who 
**  are  accufed,  already  arrefted  or  who  may 
**  be  hereafter  arrefted,  fhall  be  fent  to 
'*  Orleans  to  be  tried  there.  2dly,  That 
*•  Madame  de  Tourzel,  M.  de  Briges,  the 
**  King's  Equerry,  and  four  OfHcers  of  the 
**  different  regiments  from  which  the  de- 
**  tachmcnts  ftationed  upon  the  road  to  Va- 
**  rennes  had  been  taken,  fhould  remain  in 

a  flate  of  arreft,  in  order  to  be  dealt  with 
**  according  to  the  evidence  that  may  ap- 
**  pear.  sdly,  That  the  two  chamber- 
*'  maids  fliould  be  fet  at  liberty." 

After  a  filence  of  fome  moments,  feveral 
Members  defired  that  the  Report  fhould  be 
printed  j  others  propofed  that  the  difcufTion 
fliould  be  adjourned,  which  the  Conftitu- 
tional  Party  ftrongly  oppofed.  We  can- 
♦*  not  be  ignorant,"  faid  M.  d'Andre\  ^'  that 
'*  a  clafs  of  people,  who  wifli  to  feize  the 

occafion  of  the  King's  departure  to  over* 
**  turn  the  Conftitution  which  they  have 

**  fworn 
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**'  fworn  to  maintain,  only  want  time  to  Rir 
**  up  feme  credulous  perfons,  fome  unin- 

formed  men,  who  think  that  the  over- 
**  turning  of  the  Conftitution  will  redound 
**  to  their  own  perfonal  advantage.  Thefe, 

and  I  fpeak  it  without  fear,  are  only  the 
**  factious,    the    intriguing,   men   of  no 

talents." 

M.    Andre  was  very  much  applauded ; 
but  Robefpierre  was  not  lefs  fo  in  maintain- 
ing the  contrary  opinion.  This  inconfifliency, 
of  which  a  thoufand  examples  may  be  found 
in  aifemblies  of  every  kind  with  which  the 
Revolution  has  covered  France,  proves,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  that  in  general  the  enthu- 
fiafm  and  the  paffions  of  the  people  are 
much  lefs  excited  by  a  fentence  than  a  word, 
although  they  underftand  neither  one  nor  the 
other ;  but  they  more  eafily  retain  and  repeat 
a  word,  and  each  individual  attaches  his  pre- 
dominating idea  to  it ;  whereas  they  cannot 
retain  a  fentence,  or  repeat  it  without  muti- 
lating it.     Thus  the  popular  movements 
which  have  been  too  often  regarded  in  France 
as  the  effed  of  public  opinion,  had  fcarcely 
ever  any  connexion  with  it.    They  were 
always  excited  by  the  fadious,  who  took 

this 
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this  mode  of  fecuring  fuccefs  to  their  pro- 
jects *. 

In  the  debates  which  arofe  in  confequence 
of  the  motion  for  adjournment,  the  Confli- 
tutional  Party  carried  it  by  a  very  great  ma- 
jority, and  the  difcuffion  of  the  merits  of 
this  important  fubjed:  was  opened  without 
delay.  Fethion,  who  fpoke  firft,  contended 
violently  againfl:  the  opinion  of  the  Reporter. 
**  The  inviolabihty  of  the  King,"  faid  he, 
'*  can  only  be  applied  toads  of  Royalty; 
**  in  all  others  he  ought  to  be  fubjed:  to  the 
**  Laws,  without  which  he  would  be  a  def- 
**  pot.-— To  enjoy  perfed  inviolability  he 

Ihould  be  infallible.  He  is,  it  is  faid,  a 
**  Power,  and  a  Power  is  not  fubjed  to 
*'  puniihment.  What  wretched  fophiflry  ! 
*'  Can  he  then  murder  with  impunity  ?  Shall 

*  I  had  opportunities  of  feeing  and  clofclj''  obferving 
feveral  iafurre(5lions.  I  have  often  caufed  thofe  who 
feemed  the.  bufieft  in  the  mob  to  be  feparately  quef- 
tioned  by  confidential  perfons.  They  had  all  the  fame 
rallying  word,  but  each  of  them  attached  a  dilTerent  idea 
to  it :  fo  true  it  is  that  the  people,  ever  abforbed  by  their 
neceffitics,  or  hurried  away  by  their  paffions,  never  can 
have  an  opinion,  properly  fo  called  ;  for  no  opinion 
whatever  can  be  formed  but  by  refledion,  and  they  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  refleding,  neither  have  they  time  for 
it. 

1  a  Nero, 
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a  NerOi  or  ^Caligula,  indulge  their  phren- 

fies,  their  fanguinary  tafte,  and  we  refpedt 

**  them!  A  general  fliudder  of  in- 

diofnation  and  horrour  informed  this  villain 
that  it  was  not  of  Nero  but  of  Louis  XVI. 
that  he  was  fpeaking ;  but  he  continued 
nearly  in  the  fame  ftyle,  in  fpite  of  frequent 
murmurs.  He  concluded  by  moving,  that 
the  King  fhould  be  arraigned  and  tried  by 
the  National  Affembly,  or  by  a  Convention 
appointed  exprefsly  for  that  purpofe. 

This  motion,  with  which  the  Sitting  con- 
cluded, obtained  fome  applaufes  from  the 
Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche,  but  too  few 
to  alarm  the  Cote-Droit ;  who,  true  to  the 
refolution  they  had  taken,  kept  a  profound 
filence.  This  debate  was  continued  in  the 
two  following  Sittings.  I  fhall  not  under- 
take to  detail  it :  it  is  eafy  to  imagine  what 
the  Conftitutional  fpeakers,  the  Liancourts, 
Larnetks,  BarnaveSy  Duports^  &c.  &c.  could 
fay  in  defence  of  Louis  XVI.  and  the  atro- 
cious declamations  of  his  detractors ;  the 
blafphemies  of  Robefpierre  and  his  fellows 
are  too  horrible  to  be  recalled  to  mind. 

The  Republican  party,  enraged  at  finding 
themfelves  in  a  minority  in  the  AfiTembly, 
were  extremely  adtive  in  flirring  up  the 

Vol.  IV.  R  People 
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People  againft  the  majority.  The  moft  vio- 
lent placards  and  pamphlets  deluged  the 
Capital ;  the  revolutionary  clubs  entered  into 
the  moft  fcditious  refolutions  that  of  the 
Jacobins  voted  an  addrefs  of  cenfure  and 
abufe  to  the  National  AfTembly,  becaufe 
they  had  fent  Conimiffioners  to  meet  the 
King,  inflead  of  ordering  him  to  the  bar. 
They  ordered  that  this  addrefs  fhould  be 
printed,  and  fent  into  the  provinces.  One 
of  the  moft  flaming  members  of  the  club, 
Brijfot,  read  a  difcourfc  which  he  had  com- 
pofed  on  the  occafion,  and  wrhich  he  con- 
cluded v^ith  propofing  to  confider  abfolute 
inviolability  as  derogatory  to  the  fovereignty 
of  the  Nation  and  fubverfive  of  the  Confti- 
tution ;  and  confequently  to  declare  that  the 
'  King  might  and  ought  to  be  tried  :  this 
compofition  was  alfo  ordered  to  be  printed. 
This  propofition,  proclaimed  by  the  Repub- 
lican Journalifts,  was  repeated  in  the  vocife- 
rations of;  the  popular  groups,  which  af- 
fembled  in  greater  numbers  than  ever.  On 
the  14th  of  July,  at  the  end  of  the  Sitting,  a 
very  numerous  deputation  of  the  rabble, 
compofed  principally  of  women  and  work- 
meiij  calling  themfelves  Members  of  the 
Fraternal  Society,  defired  to  be  admitted  to 

the. 
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the  bar,  to  prcfent  a  petition  relative  to  the 
exifting  debate.  The  Prefident  {^Charles  de 
Lameth)  did  not  think  that  this  Deputa- 
tion ought  to  be  admitted ;  but  he  received 
the  petition,  and  undertook  to  propofe  the 
reading  of  it  to  the  Affembly.  The  propofal 
was  at  fir  ft  reje6ted  by  acclamation,  but  Bar- 
nave  prevailed  upon  the  AlTembly  merely  to 
defer  the  reading  of  the  Petition  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  Sitting  on  the  next  day.  The 
**  qucftion  before  us,"  faid  he,  gains  the 
**  more,  the  more  it  is  agitated.  It  is  of  im- 
**  portance  that  the  public  fhould  be  inform- 

ed,  that  no  doubts  fliould  be  left  refped:- 
*'  ing  the  wifdom  of  the  decree  you  are 
"  going  to  pafs,  that  all  (hould  be  heard,  all 
**  be  difcuffed,  and  no  objection  remain  un- 

anfvvered." 

'  The  following  Sitting  was  opened  with 
the  reading  of  the  Petition  of  the  Deputies 
of  the  Fraternal  Society.  We  may  judge, 
by  the  audacity  of  this  produdtion,  to  what 
a  pitch  at  that  moment  the  fermentation  and 
delirium  of  the  Parifian  populace  had  ar- 
rived. 


Reprefentatives  of  the  Nation, 
"  The  French  fent  you  to  give  them  a 

R  2  Confti- 
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**  Conftitutien,  and  not  to  eftablifh  upon  the 
**  Throne  a  perjured,  traitor  Chief,  who  has 
broken  the  mofl:  folemn  oaths;  a  Chief 
who  has  manifefted  the  mofl  perfidious 
and  moft  deftrucpiive  de%ns  againft  the 
**  great  work  in  which  all  have  concurred. 
*'  Juftly  alarmed  at  the  dangerous  difpofi- 
*'  tions  of  your  Committees,  we  come  to 
**  un*bofom  our  anxieties  to  you,  and  to  de- 
mand  of  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Country, 
in  the  name  of  that  Liberty  w^iich  it  has 
recovered,  to  take  fpeedy  meafures  to  dif- 
fipate  them.     When  the  Romans,  the 
"  firft  free  Nation,  faw  their  country  in 
danger,  and  that  the  queftion  was  to  agree 
upon  the  interefts  of  all,  they  affembled 
"  as  a  Nation.    The  Senators  mixed  with 
them  to  coIle(5l  their  votes,  and  the  Senate 
never  decided  alone  upon  fuch  important 
"  fu bjeds.     It  is  with  this  fpirit  of  the 
Romans,   with  this  fpirit   of  Liberty, 
which  we  will  preferve  as  long  as  wc 
live,  that  we  come  to  entreat  you  not  to 
pafs  a  definitive  a6t  upon  the  fate  of  Louii 
"  AT/,  before  the  wiflies  of  all  the  Com- 
*v  munes  of  France  are  manifefled ;  before  the 
voice  of  the  mafs  of  the  people  is  heard 
uponafubject  in  which  the  interefls  of 

"  the 
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the  whole  Nation  are  concerned,  and  to 
*'  which  the  power  you  received  from 
**  them  does  not  extend.  Beware  that  you 
"  do  not  yourfelves  crown  the  atrocious  per- 
**  fidies  of  our  enemies.  Finally,  confider 
'*  that  you  neither  can  nor  ought  to  pre- 
**  judge  a  queftion  of  this  nature;  every 
**  decree  not  contained  within  the  bounds 
**  prefcribed  to  you,  would  be  null,  and 
**  bear  at  the  fame  time  a  character  the  mofl 
*'  invafive  of  the  People's  rights."^ 

This  petition  was  in  a  great  meafure  the 
text  upon  which  the  Republican  orators  had 
commented  in  their  declamations.  It  ex- 
cited as  much  murmuring  in  the  AiTembly 
as  applaufe  in  the  Galleries  ;  but  on  the  read- 
ing of  the  fignatures,  among  which  were 
the  names  of  a  great  number  of  women, 
repeated  burfts  of  laughter  increafed  this  tu- 
mult, to  which  the  Affembly  put  an  end  by 
pafling  to  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  Conftitutional  Party,  afTured  of  vic- 
tory, were  not  willing  to  pufli  it  fo  far  as 
they  might  have  done.  The  re-eftablifli- 
ment  of  the  Royal  fund:ions  and  the  exe- 
cutive power  in  the  hands  of  the  King, 
ihould  have  been  the  natural  confequence  of 

R  3  the 
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the  decree  propofed  by  the  Committees. 
How  in  fa(5l  could  it  be  determined  that  the 
King  ought  not  to  be  arraigned  for  his  de- 
parture, without  allowing  that  no  penalty 
whatever  could  be  pronounced  againfl:  him  ? 
What  then  could  juftify  the  outrage  of  pro- 
longing the  ftate  of  nullity,  or  rather  the 
ftate  of  captivity,  in  which  M.  de  la  Fayette 
detained  his  Majefty  and  the  Royal  Family  } 
The  Republican  Party  felt  fo  ftrongly  the 
force  of  thefe  arguments,  that  they  inMed 
on  the  King*s  being  brought  to  trial,  only 
from  the  thorough  conviction  that,  if  he  were 
not,  it  would  be  impofTible  to  prevent  his 
being  reftored  to  the  fame  ftate  in  which  he 
was  before  his  departure. 

If  you  decide  that  there  a*re  no  grounds 

for  impeaching  the  King,"  faid  Pricur, 
one  of  the  moft  violent  Demagogues — "  if 
**  you  fay  that  he  ought  not  to  be  tried,  you 
**  ought  to  replace  him  in  the  ftate  in  which 
**  he  was  before  his  flight :  for,  by  acknow* 

ledging  that  there  is  no  offence,  you  de- 
**  clare  that  he  is  in  the  fame  fituation  as  if 

he  had  not  done  what  you  fay  is  no  of-^ 

fence.  If  that  be  not  your  intention,  we 
*  *  are  much  further  advanced  j  for  we  agree 

with  the  Committees."    A  Member  of 

the 
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the  Committee  of  the  Gonftitiition  {Bef- 
meuniers)  immediately  repHed :  That  the 
Committee  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that 
the  fufpenfion  of  the  fundtions  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Power  ought  not  be  taken  off  till  the 
Conftitutional  Ad:  was  finifhed ;  that  the 
Conftituent  Body  had  a  right  to  fufpend  the 
Royal  functions ;  that  when  the  Conflitu- 
tional  Charter  was  completed,  it  ought^to  be 
prefented  to  the  King ;  and  that,  if  he  did 
not  accept  it  without  any  referve  or  condi- 
tion, he  fliould  then  forfeit  the  Throne. 

Thefe  ftrange  affertions  were  unanimoufly 
applauded  by  the  Members  of  the  Cote- 
GauckCy  but  fhocked  thofe  of  the  Cote- 
Droit.  M.  de  Monlofiier  feveral  times 
exclaimed,  It  is  not  true.  How  indeed  was 
it  poffible  with  any  coolnefs  to  hear  thofe 
Deputies  of  Bailiwicks,  fent  to  the  States - 
General  without  any  other  power  relative  to 
the  Conftitution  than  that  of  concertinpf 
with  the  King  the  improvements  it  might 
need,  by  their  own  authority  declare  and 
proclaim  themfelves  the  Conftituent  Power; 
and  by  that  title  arrogate  a  right  of  annihi- 
lating the  ancient  Conftitution,  of  drawing 
up  a  new  one  without  the  King^s  participa- 
tion, of  compelling  him  to  accept,  without 

R  4  any 
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any  referve  or  condition,  this  pretended  Con- 
ftitutional  Charter,  under  pain  of  forfeiting 
the  Throne,  and  of  depriving  him  provi- 
fionally  of  all  the  rights  of  Royalty  ?  The 
Members  of  this  Affembly  had  not  jfince 
their  meeting  received  more  extenfive  powers 
than  thofe  they  brought  with  them;  their 
lawful  power  then,  in  the  month  of  July 
1791,  was  inconteftably  as  limited  as  it  was 
at  the  opening  of  the  States-General.  Now 
it  is  certain,  that  if  in  the  month  of  May 
1789,  any  Member  whatever  of  the  Affem- 
bly  had  dared  to  hazard  only  one  of  the  opi- 
nions which  Defmeuniers  had  advanced  as 
fo  many  Conftitutional  principles,  he  would 
have  run  the  greateft  riik  as  he  went  from 
the  Affembly  of  being  infulted,  abufed,  and 
perhaps  feverely  chaftifed  by  the  People  j 
and  that  the  mofl  moderate  amongft  his  col- 
leagues would  have  regarded  him  as  a  mad- 
man who  ought  to  be  fent  to  Charenton, 
and  kept  there  till  he  was  cured.  But  two 
years  of  crimes  and  outrages  committed  with 
impunity  againft  the  Royal  authority  had  fo 
mifguided  the  minds  of  men,  and  had  in- 
creafed  the  powers  ufurped  by  the  Affembly 
to  fo  monftrpus  a  degree  that  there  were  no 

longer 
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longer  any  limits  to  them,  but  what  they 
chofe  to  fix. 

The  explanation  given  by  Defmeuniers, 
in  the  name  of  the  Committee  of  the  Confti- 
tution*,  was  not  the  only  concefTion  which 
the  leaders  of  the  Conftitutional  Party  had 
the  bafenefs  to  make,  in  the  dread  of  endan- 
gering the  popularity  which  the  King's 
flight  had  reftored  to  them.  They  thought  it 
necelTary  ftill  further  to  foothe  the  Republic 
can  Party,  in  order  to  weaken  their  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  decree  propofed  by  the  Com- 
mittees. Before  it  was  put  to  the  vote,  they 
adopted  with  great  applaufe,  as  Conftitu- 
tional Articles,  fome  arrangements  that  aug- 
mented the  number  of  cafes  in  which  the 
Crown  might  be  forfeited.  They  were  de- 
creed in  thefe  terms  ; 


*  It  was  formed  into  a  Decree,  wiiich  the  Affembly 

paffed  in  the  following  Sitting.  The  terms  of  it  were; 
The  National  Affembly  decree,  that  their  Decree  of 
the  25th  of  laft  month,  which  fufpends  the  exercifeof 

"  the  Royal  funftions  and  the  fundions  of  the  Execu> 
tive  Power  in  the  King's  hands,  fhali  continue  in 
force   until  the  Conftitution   ftall   be  completed, 

"  and  the  whole  Conftitutional  Aa  prefented  to  the 

"  King." 


I 


Art. 
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Art.  I.  If  the  King,  after  having  fworn 
to  the  ConftitLition,  fliould  afterwards  re^ 
trad:,  he  fhall  be  held  to  have  abdicated. 

Art.  II.  If  the  King  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  an  army  to  diredl  the  forces  againft 
the  Nation,  or  if  he  order  his  Generals  to 
execute  fuch  a  projed;,  or  if  he  do  not  by 
^  formal  ad  oppofe  every  attempt  of  this 
nature  which  might  be  executed  in  his  name, 
he  fhall  be  held  to  have  abdicated. 

Art.  III.  A  King  who  fhall  have  abdi- 
cated,  or  who  fhall  be  held  to  have  abdicated, 
fhall  become  a  fimple  citizen,  and  be  fubjed: 
to  impeachment  according  to  the  ordinary 
forms,  for  all  offences  committed  after  his 
abdication  *. 

The  fecond  Article  of  the  Decree  was 
conceived  in  fuch  vague  terms,  and  fufcep- 
tible  of  fo  many  different  interpretations,  the 
nature  of  this  formal  ad,  and  fo  rigoroufly 
required,  was  fo  indeterminate,  that  Rohef. 
pier  re  himfelf,  with  a  view  of  fecuring  the 

*  Thefe  three  Articles,  which  were  decreed  without 
being  committed  to  writing  in  the  Sitting  of  the  i^ih  of 
July,  were  thus  drawn  up  by  the  Committee  of  the  Con- 
ftitution,  and  adopted  by  the  Alfembly  in  the  Sitting  of 
the  i6th. 

means 
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means  of  dethroning  the  King  upon  the  firfl 
hoftilities  againft  France,  could  not  have 
worded  the  article  othervvife. 

As  foon  as  thefe  three  articles  were  de- 
creed, the  Conftitutional  Party  took  advan- 
tage of  the  enthufiafm  of  the  moment  which 
they  had  excited,  to  put  to  the  vote  the  plan 
for  a  Decree  relative  to  the  events  of  the  21ft 
of  June,  and  all  the  articles  were  adopted  al- 
moft  unanimoufly  jufi:  as  they  were  propofed 
by  the  Reporter.  The  Republicans  and  the 
Royalifts  were  equally  aflonifhcd  to  fee  that 
fo  feeble  and  infignificant  a  decree  in  refpedt 
to  the  King,  was  the  whole  refult  of  all  the 
efforts  and  manoeuvres  of  the  Conftitutional- 
ifts.  After  having  clearly  and  ably  demon- 
ftrated  the  inviolability  of  the  Ki^g  and  the 
impolTibility  of  trying  him,  how  could  they 
be  fo  pufillanimous  as  not  to  call  for  its  ac- 
tual infertion  in  the  Articles  by  the  Affembly, 
among  whom  they  had  acquired  a  very  great 
majority  ?  Could  it  have  efcaped  them,  that 
after  fo  folemn  a  difculTion  the  filence  of  the 
Decree  upon  this  important  fubje(5t  rendered 
it  ftill  more  doubtful  than  before?  The 
*'  Affembly  heard  us  all,"  the  Republicans 
might  fay  to  them;  **  our  maxims  as  well  as 
yours  refounded  in  the  Tribune,  and  they 

**  have 
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**  have  not  exempted  the  King  from  a  trial : 
**  they  have  decreed  nothing  concerning 
**  him.    We  may  therefore  maintain,  w^ith- 

out  contradiding  any  Decree,  that  there 
**  are  grounds  for  accufing  him;  that  the 
**  AfTembly  themfelves  have  prefumed  it, 
**  and  have  pronounced  him  guilty,  by  not 
**  re-inftating  him  in  the  exercife  of  the 

Royal  Functions,  and  of  the  Executive 
«*  Power." 

Such,  in  fa6l,  from  that  very  evening, 
were  the  reafonings  of  all  the  Revolutionary 
Journalifts,  and  the  comtncnts  of  all  the 
Republican  Clubs  upon  the  Decree  which 
had  been  paffed.  That  of  the  Jacobins, 
whofe  Prefident  was  a  member  of  the  Affem- 
bly,  applauded  and  adopted  the  motion  of 
no  longer  acknowledging  the  King.  Pam- 
phlets profufely  diftributed  and  given  away 
gratis,  informed  the  Public  that  the  Affem- 
bly,  by  not  trying  the  King,  had  a<5ted  con- 
trary to  the  wifhes  of  the  feventy-three  De- 
partments, which  required  the  abdication  of 
the  King,  and  a  Republic.  Thefe  declama- 
tions, which  hired  orators  repeat-id  to  the 
populace  affembled  in  the  public  walks,  in 
all  the  fquares,  and  at  all  the  corners  of  the 
ftreets,  excited  the  moil  violent  fermenta- 
tion 
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tion  in  the  Capital.  Many  Deputies,  on  be- 
ing known  to  have  fupported  the  Decree 
propofed  by  the  Committees,  were  grofsly 
infulted  in  the  ftreets.  The  people  went  in 
crowds  to  the  different  places  of  public 
amufement,  and,  after  driving  out  the  fpec- 
tators,  caufed  them  to  be  fhut.  Thefe  ex- 
cefTes  were  denounced  the  next  day  to  the 
Affembly.  Many  fpeakers  very  juftly 
blamed  the  Municipality  for  not  having 
taken  meafures  to  re-eftablifh  order,  and  fe- 
cure  the  execution  of  the  Decrees  relative  to 
the  police,  and  for  having  releafed  a  man 
who  had  been  taken  diflributing  money 
among  the  rabble.  Complaints,  equally 
well-founded,  were  alfo  made  againft  the 
Jacobin  Club,  but  the  AlTembly  paid  no  at- 
tention to  thefe  remonftrances.  The  Confti- 
-tutionalifts,  afcribing  the  effecfts  of  the  weak- 
nefs  and  inconfiftency  of  the  Decree  they 
had  obtained  to  the  vigour  which  they 
fuppofed  it  poffefTed,  were  afraid  to  enter  on 
a  frefli  conteft  with  the  Jacobins,  and  were 
fatisfied  with  obtaining  a  Decree  for  an  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  French  Nation,  to  explain  to 
them  the  principles  upon  which  the  Decree 
had  been  paffed,  and  for  fending  for  the 
Miniflers,  the  Department,  the  Municipa- 

Itiy, 
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lity,  and  the  Public  Accufers  of  Paris,  in 
order  that  an  injundlion  might  be  given  to 
them  to  attend,  according  to  their  refpedtive 
duties,  to  the  maintenance  of  order  and 
tranquillity ;  to  the  execution  of  the  De- 
crees, and  to  caufe  information  to  be  in- 
flantly  lodged  againfl:  all  who  broke  the 
laws,  and  difturbed  the  public  peace.  On 
the  fiime  day,  in  the  Evening  Sitting,  it  was 
determined,  that,  inftead  of  the  Addrefs 
which  had  been  decreed,  the  report  of  the 
feven  Committees,  and  the  opinions  which 
they  had  maintained,  fliould  be  printed,  and 
fent  into  all  the  Departments. 

So  great  an  expence  for  printing  was  cer- 
tainly not  neceffary  to  juftify  the  AfTembly 
for  not  proceeding  againfl  the  King.  They 
might  have  contented  themfelves  with  pub- 
lifliing  the  three  following  fentences : 

**  We  cannot  bo'ing  the  King  to  trial,  not 
**  only  becaufe  the  Conftitution  has  declared 
**  him  inviolable,  but  becaufe,  laying  his 
"  inviolability  afide,  we  have  leen  nothing 
**  to  accufe  him  of. 

His  plan  of  a  journey  to  Montmedy 
*'  was  no  crime'';  and  if  he  had  even  gone 
*•  out  of  the  Kingdom,  he  would  not  have 

"  incurred 
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**  incurred  the  lofs  of  his  Crown,  according 
"to  the  Conftitution,  until  he  fhould  have 
**  refufed  to  comply  with  the  proclamation 
**  by  which  the  Affembly  fhould  have  in- 

vited  him  to  return. 

It  is  true  that  another  article  of  the 
**  fame  Decree,  which  we  have  declared  to 
"  be  Conftitutional,   ftates  that  the  King 

fliall  not  go  farther  than  twenty  leagues 
*  *  from  the  place  where  the  National  Aflem- 

bly  lhall  be  held  ;  but  no  penalty  could 
**  be  incurred  by  the  breach  of  this  law, 

for  the  article  mentions  none,  and  it  was 
**  befides  no  law  in  refped:  to  Louis  XVL 

not  having  been  prefented  for  his  accept- 

ance,  and  therefore  could  not  be  brought 
**  againft  him/* 

The  deplorable  ifliie  of  the  journey  to 
Montmedy  caufed  the  other  fchemes  to  mif- 
carry,  the  execution  of  which  would  have 
'  been  much  lefs  hazardous  *j  and  had  either 
of  them  fucceeded,  which  was  at  leafl  very 
probable,  the  falvation  of  the  Monarchy  and 
of  the  Royal  Family  would  have  been  infured. 

This  journey  being  undoubtedly,  of  all 

*  M.  Montmorms  plan,  and  that  which  the  Emperor 
had  adopted  at  Mantua,  on  the  20th  of  May. 

the 
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the  fteps  taken  by  the  King,  that  which 
was  moft  injurious  to  him,  they  who  are 
confcious  of  having  prevailed  upon  him  by 
their  counfels  and  entreaties  to  attempt  it, 
cannot  but  be  exceedingly  unhappy,  what- 
ever may  have  been  their  motives  ;  for  it  is 
not  neceflary  that  the  error  of  fuch  fatal  ad- 
vice fhould  be  a  crime  to  be  the  fubjecSl  of 
lafti ng  grief  and  repentance. 


CHAP 
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CHAPTER  XLIV. 


Seditious  Commotions — Riot  in  the  Chdmp- 
de-Mars—M,  de  la  Fayette  and  three 
Municipal  Officers  infulted^Proclama^ 
tion  of  Martial  Law—The  Municipal 
Corps  with  the  Red  Flag,  and  M.  de  la 
Fayette  at  the  head  of  the  National 
Guard  affailed  with  Stones—Meafures 
adopted  to  prevent  InfurreElions — Read^ 
ing  of  the  Confiitutional  A5i—Motio7is  of 
M,  de  la  Fayette,  M.  Malouet,  and  M. 
Defprenienil-'- Declaration  of  the  Members 
of  the  Cote-Droit— Rewards  granted  to  the 
Villains  who  had  affifted  in  the  King's  ar^ 
refl^The  CUbs  denounced  by  the  Minif 
ters— Debate  upon  the  Title  and  Rights 
of  the  Members  of  the  Royal  Family-- 

S  speech 


258  ANNALS  OF  THE         [July  1791. 


Speech  made  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans — 
Motion  of  M.  Malouet  relative  to  the 
Conjlitution  —  Debate  upon  National 
Co  nventions — Decree  regulating  the  form 
of  prefenting  the  Conjlitutional  A61  to  the 
King —  Rohef Pierre's  Opinion  —  A  Flan 
which  had  been  concerted  between  the 
Confitutional  Party  and  M.  Malouet  to 
reform  the  Conflitution — The  Plan  mif 
carries  —  Clofing  of  the  Conjlitutional 
Acl-^—The  Affembly  decree  that  nothing 
contained  in  it  fhall  be  changed — It  is 
prefcntcd  to  the  King — A  Jliew  of  liberty 
reftored  to  his  MajePy — The  Palace  and 
Garden  .of  the  Tuileries  are  opened  to 
.  the  Public.  % 

X  HE  timidity  of  the  meafures  which  the 
Affembly  had  purfued  in  repreffing  the  fer- 
mentation and  diforder  which  the  Factious 
ejccited.ai^d  kept  up  in  the  Capital,  aug- 
mented their  audacity  and  their  hopes  fo  far 
as  to,determuie  them  to  ftir  up  new  outrages j 
in  order  to  obtain,  by  means  of  the  terror 
which  ,  they  infpired,  the  revocation  of  the 
Decree  relative  to  the  events  of  the  21  ft  of 
June.  The  Clubs,  thofe  eternal  fources  of 
fanaticifm  and  anarchy^  ftrove  which  fhould 
1  adopt 
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adopt  the  greatcfl  number  of  refolutions,  and 
iflue  the  greateft  number  of  feditious  adver- 
tifements.    The  members  of  the  Cordelier's 
Club  pubhllied  a  declaration,  that  they  had 
among  them  a  fociety  of  Tyrannicides,  who 
had  individually  fworn  to  put  to  death  who- 
ever fliould  make  an  attempt  againft  French 
Liberty.    The  Municipahty  informed  that 
a  confiderable  meeting  was  to  take  place 
upon  the  fite  of  the  Baftille,  on  the  morning 
of  the  17th  of  July^  and  that  numerous 
mobs  were  tp  alTemble  in  the  different  pub- 
lic  places,   and  afterwards    unite  in  the 
Champ'de-Mars,  immediately  iUued  a  pro^ 
clamation,  forbidding  all  perfons  from  aflem- 
bling  in  groups  in  any  public  place.  The 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  National  Guard, 
and  all  the  Commiflioners  of  the  police  were 
at  the  fame  time  ordered  to  employ  all  the 
means  which  the  law  gave  them  to  difpcrfe 
the  mobs,  and  to  maintain  peace.    But  thefe 
precautions  did  not  prevent  the  mobs  from 
forming,  and  going  in  crowds  to  the  Champ" 
de-Mars,  to  fign  there  a  petition  againft  the 
Decree  of  the  15th  of  July.    Two  perfons 
whom  they  had  dragged  thither,  and  who 
probably  refufed  to  fign  the  petition,  were 
immediately  murdered,  and  torn  to  pieces. 

S  2  The 


260  ANNALS  OF  THE  [July  i/gx. 


The  M  unicipality  being  informed  of  this 
at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  fent  three 
of  their  members,  accompanied  by  nume- 
rous detachments  of  the  National  Guard  to 
re-eftablini  order ;   and,    if    necefTary,  to 
proclaim  Martial  Law.     The  Deputation 
were  complimented  with  a  fhower  of  ftones, 
by  which  fome  of  the  National  Guard  were 
wounded*    M,  de  la  Fayette  was  in  very 
great  danger.    A  piftol  was  fired  at  him, 
but  m.ifTed  him.   The  villain  who  had  com- 
mitted the  crime  was  feized  and  carried  to 
the  Sedion.     M,  de  la  Fayette,  yielding 
without  refle(5lion  to  a  motion  of  generofity 
as  mifplaced  as  inconfiftent,    fet  him  at 
liberty,  while  he  ordered  four  other  men, 
asrefled  in  the  crowd  for  throwing  ftones, 
to  be  clofely  confined.    The  three  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Municipality  finding  that  their* 
reprefentations  only  enraged  the  feditious, 
and  that  their  numbers  augmented  every  in- 
fiant,   returned  to  the  Hotel-de-Ville,  and 
gave  an  account  of  the  fadls.    Their  report 
determined  the  Municipal  Body  to  proclaim 
Martial  Law,   and  to  go  themfelves  to  the 
Champ'de-Mars .    They  began  their  march 
preceded  by  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  three 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  red  flag,  and  fol- 
lowed 
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by  a  numerous  detachment  of  the  National 
Guards. 

It  was  half  paft  feven  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, when  the  Municipal  Body  thus  efcorted, 
arrived   in  the  Champ-de-Mars ;  fcarcely 
were  they  entered,  when  the  cries  of  Down 
with  the  red  flag  !  Down  with  the  bayonets  I 
refounded  from  all  fides.  The  cries  were  foon 
followed  by  a  fliower  of  ftones,  and  a  gun 
was  even  fired  at  the  Municipal  OfBcers.  A 
firfl  difcharge  of  mufkets  made  in  the  air, 
then  difperfed  a  great  number  of  the  fedi- 
tious ;  but  when  they  faw  that  no  one  was 
wounded,  they  renewed  their  infults  and 
their  cries,  and  began  again  to  fling  ftones. 
The  National  Guard  then  fired  upon  them  in 
earneft,  and  killed  and  wounded  a  fuflicient 
number  to  frighten  and  put  the  remainder  to 
the  rout  *  :  fome  of  them  were  arrefted  and 
fent  to  prifon.    This  expedition  being  thus 
terminated,  the  Municipal  Body  arrived  at 
the  Hptel-de-Fille  at  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
and  caufed  the  red  flag  to  be  hung  out  of  one 
of  the  principal  windows,  where  it  remained 

*  The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  were  at  leaft 
forty,  although  the  Mayor  dated  thein  only  at  twenty- 
three  or  twentv-four  in  the  report  he  made  to  the  Af- 
fembly. 

S3  till 
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till  the  7th  of  Auguft.  At  midnight  tran- 
quillity was  re-eftablifhed  in  the  Capital. 

The  Municipal  Body  came  to  the  Affem- 
bly  on  the  following  day,  to  give  them  an 
account  of  all  thefe  events,  or  rather  to  con^ 
firm  the  details  which  they  already  knew. — 
The  Conflitutionalifts,  proud  of  the  victory 
M.  de  la  Fayette  had  gained,  and  embol- 
dened by  the  general  indignation  which  this 
day  had  excited  againft  the  Republicans,  be- 
ftowed.  through  Charles  de  Lavieth,  who 
prelided  in  this  Sitting,  the  moft  pompous 
eulogiums  on  the  condud:  of  the  Municir 
pality,  and  on  the  wifdom  of  all  their  mea- 
fures  j  but,  above  all,  on  the  bravery  of  the 
National  Guard,  of  thofe  foldiers  of  Liberty 
and  of  the  Conjtitution,  who  had,  in  this 
inftance,  given  fiich  firiking  proofs  of  their 
fubmifjion  to  the  law,  and  had  continued  to 
jufiify  the  high  cfleem  and  gratitude  of  the 
Nation,  by  their  zeal,  their  courage,  and 
their  fidelity.  It  was  decreed,  by  acclama- 
tion, that  this  anfwer  to  the  fpeech  of  M. 
Bailly,  fhould  be  immediately  printed,  and 
lluck  up  in  all  the  ftreets.  Tender  reproaches 
mixed  with  teflimonies  of  admiration,  were 
addreffed  to  M.  de  la  Fayette,  for  his  ad:  of 
generofity,  and  the  Affembly  charged  the 

tribunals 
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tribunals  to  arrefl:  and  profeciite  the  monfler 
who  had  dared  to  attempt  the  life  of  tlie 
hero  of  the  day.    They  at  the  fame  time 
decreed,  that  the  Committee  of  Reports  and 
that  of  Inquiry,  fliould  for  the  futufe  form 
but  one  Committee,  in  order  to  draw  to  one 
focus  all  the  lights  and  all  the  information 
which  might  lead  to  the  difcovery  of  crimi- 
nals.   The  Committees  of  the  Conflitution 
and  of  Jurifprudence,  then  propofed  a  Decree 
againfl  all  thofe  who  either  by  placards,  ad- 
vertifements,  or  pamphlets,  or  by  fpeeches 
at  meetings,  or  in  public  places,  fiiould  ex- 
cite infurredlion,   murder,  pillage,  or  any 
other  difobedience  to  the  law.    Severe  pe- 
nalties were  enad:ed  in  all  cafes,  againft  the 
authors  of  thefe  inftigations,  and  if  the  crime 
fiiould  he  committed,  they  were  to  be  pro- 
fee  u  ted  as  being  really  accomplices. 

Petion  was  the  only  member  of  the  Re- 
pubhcan  Party  who  dared  to  make  any  ob- 
jedion  againft  this  Decree,  whicli  he  re- 
garded as  fatal  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs. — 
Yes,  yes,  cried  the  fupporters  of  the  Decree, 
fatal  to  Marat,  Eriffot,  Laclos,  and  Dan- 
ton,  He  was  interrupted  at  every  fentence 
by  murmurs,  hilTcs,  and  burfts  of  laughter, 
to  w^hich  the  patriots  in  the  Galleries  op- 

S  4  pofed 
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pofed  a  few  weak  applaufes.  After  a  very 
{hort  debate  the  AfTembly  unanimoufly 
adopted  the  propofed  Decree. 

Some  villains  of  different  countries  having 
been  arrefted  in   the  infurred:ion   of  the 
Champ-de-Mars y  the  Republican  Party  en- 
deavoured to  turn  upon  the  Foreign  Powers 
the  violent    animadverfion  of  which  they 
were  themfelves  the  obje<5t,  and  gave  out 
that  it  was  through  their  EmiiTaries  that 
thefe  feditious  commotions  had  been  excited. 
A  Jew  named  Ephraim,  a  private  agent  of 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  feven  or  eight  other 
Foreigners,  were  denounced  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Inquiry,  who  ordered  them  to  be  ar- 
refted, on  the  night  between  the  18th  and 
19th  of  July  ;  but  neither  their  papers,  nor 
the  evidence  taken  refpeding  them  furnifhed 
the  leaft  proof  in  fupport  of  the  denuncia- 
tion hazarded   againft  them,  and  all  the 
odium  of  the  cataftrophe  of  the  17th  of 
July  was  finally  caft  upon  the  Jacobin  Club, 
in  which  a  divifion  took  place  :  a  great  num- 
ber of  its  members,  who  were  alfo  mem- 
bers of  the  National  AlTembly,  left  this  So- 
ciety of  pretended  friends  to  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  joined  the  Club  of   the  Feuil- 
lans,   which   was    entirely  compofed  of 
Conftitutionalifts.    The  tribunal  of  poHee 

caufed 
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caufed  the  preffes  of  the  moft  incendiary 
Republican  Journalifts  to  be  feized*;  but 
the  order  given  to  arreft  the  Editors  could 
not  be  put  in  execution,  as  they  had  taken 
flight,  with  Danton,  Le  Gendre,  and  Ca- 
inille  Defmoulins. 

The  Conftitutionalifts  were  more  powerful 
than  they  had  ever  been.  Being  fure  of  the 
majority  in  the  Affembly,  in  the  Commit- 
tees, and  more  particularly  in  that  charged 
with  the  revifion  of  the  Conftitution,  it  en- 
tirely depended  on  them  to  make  all  the 
changes  neceffary  to  render  it  truly  Monar- 
chical, and  to  reftore  peace  and  happinefs  to 
France.  They  might  have  re-eftablifhed  its 
ancient  Government  without  its  abufes,  and 
improved  it  by  the  reforms  pointed  out  in  the 
majority  of  the  inftrudlions  given  to  the 
Deputies  by  their  conllituents.  The  grate- 
ful Nation  would  have  forgotten  all  their 
faults,  or  only  confidercd  them  as  venial 
errors,  amply  repaid  by  fo  great  a  be- 
pefit. — This  is  the  manner  in  which  they 
(hould  have  terminated  their  career,  and 
in  which  they  might  really  have  ter- 
minated   it,    if  they   had   been  willing, 

*  Marat,  who  publiflied  VAmidu  P'euple,  and  Frnon, 
w}io  was  the  editor  of  VOrateur  du  Teuph, 

if 
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if  thefe  beardlefs  legiflators  had  not  foolifh- 
ly  prefumed,  that  .they  were  all  fo  many 
SoionSj  and  if  they  had  not  had  the  weak 
ambition  of  retaining  to  the  laft  minute  that 
defpicable  popularity  of  the  flreets,  reduced 
to  the  praifes  of  a  vile  rabble,  who  in  the 
Champ-de-Mars  had  received  the  treatment 
they  merited. 

{Augujt  1791.)    Such    unhappily  was 
the  difpoiition  of  the  party  that  governed 
the  Aflembly,  at  the  period  in  which  the 
Committee  of  Revifion  prefented  their  digefl 
of  the  Conftitutional  Ad,  or  rather  the  claf^ 
£fication  they  had  made  of  the  different  De^ 
crees  of  which  it  was  to  be  compofed ,  This 
work  being  printed,  was  diflributed  among 
all  the  Deputies  at  the  opening  of  the  Sitting 
of  the  5th  of  Auguft,  and  occafioned  a  motion 
to  be  made  for  autborifing  the  Eledoral  Af- 
femblies  to  refume  their  operations,  which 
the  Decree  of  the  24th  of  June  had  fuf^ 
pended.    Upon  an  obfervation  being  made 
that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  take  off  th^ 
fufpenlion  before  it  was  known  whether  the 
King  would  or  would  not  accept  the  Confli-^ 
tution,  the  author  of  the  motion  {M.  d'An- 
dre,)  maintained  that  the  Conftitution  was 
abfolutely  independant  of  the  King*s  accep- 
tance. 
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tance.       It  is,"  faid  he  with  more;boldnefs 
than  truth,      an  Ad  by  which  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  Nation  exprefs  its  wifli, 
'*  The  will  of  one  qr  feveral  individuals 
cannot  filter  it.    When  v/e  have  once  de^ 
creed  it,  neither  wt  nor  pur  ;fucce0brs  can 
change  it.    It  can  be  affecHied  pnlj  by  a 
majority  of  the  Nation."    Thefe  demo- 
cratic affertions  were  unanimoufly  applauded 
by  the  Cote-Gauche,  and  the  Aflembly  de- 
creed, that  from  the  25th  of  Auguil  to  the 
5th  of  September,  the  Eledoral  Alfemblies 
fliould  be  convoked  throughout  all  the  De- 
partments of  the  Kingdom.,  to  name  Depu- 
ties to  the  Legiflative  Body,  and  tliat  the 
Deputies  who  fliould  be  appointed  fnould 
immediately  repair  to  Paris,  and  enter  upon 
their  office  on  the   day  to  be  fixed  by  a 
Decree  of  the  National  Affembly.  They 
then  proceeded  to  read  the  Conftitutional 
A(5l.    When  it  was   concluded,  M.  de  la 
Fayette  rofe  to  make  an  eulogium  upon  this 
pretended    mafter-piece,    ^'  Which  being 
formed,"  faid  he,      according  to  the  know- 
ledge of  this  enlightened  age,  requires  no 
further  delay,  and  whicl;  all  things  call 
upon  us  to  fettle.    It  is  at  a  time  when 
*•  fo  many  confpiring  paffions  are  at  work 

"  around 
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^*  around  «s,  that  it  behoves  us  to  proclaim 
*^  thefe  principles  of  Liberty  and  Equality, 
to  the  maintenance  of  which  every 
*'  Frenchman  has  irrevocably  pledged  his 
**  life  and  his  honour.  The  Affembly  alfo 
**  doubtlefs  think  that  it  is  time  to  give  the 
**  Gonftituted  authorities  motion  and  union  ; 
**  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Royal  Func- 
tions  fhould  ceafe,  and  mutual  confi- 
dence  revive.  I  will  not  mention  the 
painful  duties  which  my  Country  had  a 
right  to  exped:  from  me  on  this  occafion, 
*•  for  every  kind  of  facrifice  is  due  to  it, 
**  but  I  may  at  leaft  be  permitted  to  look 
**  forward  with  eagernefs  to  the  time  when 
**  they  will  ceafe  to  be  incumbent  upon  me. 
*  '  I  move  that  the  Committee  of  the  Confti- 
**  tution  be  charged  to  prepare  the  plan  qf 
*'  a  Decree  concerning  the  form  in  which 
**  the  Conftitutional  A6t,  as  foon  as  it  is 
"  finally  pafled,  fhall  be  prefented  in  the 
**  name  of  the  French  People  to  the  King, 
"  to  be  by  him  examined  in  the  moft  inde- 
**  pendent  manner,  and  for  his  acceptance^ 
*'  moft  free  and  unreftrained.** 

I  have  already  proved  that  the  infults 
with  which  M.  de  la  Fayette  had  fo  inhu- 
manly filled  the  cup  of  bitternefs  to  the 

Royai 
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Royal  Family,  and  which  he  endeavoured 
to  •  palliate,  by  qualifying  them  with  the 
terms  of  painful  duties,  were  neither  pre- 
fcribed  nor  authorifed  by  any  Decree,  and 
xvas  even  literally  contrary  to  that  by  which 
the  AlTembly  had  ordained  the  maintenance 
of  the  attentions   and  refped:  due  to  the 
Royal  dignity  j  and  no  body  was  the  dupe 
of  this  hypocritical  and  falfe  modification. 
The  worthy  part  of  the  Nation  gave  the 
appellation  of  great  crimes  to  what  M.  de 
la  Fayette  was  pleafed  to  call  painful  duties, 
and  poflerity  will  not  miftake  them.  The 
conqueror  of  the  Champ-de-Mars  however 
had  no  reafon  to  expecSt  to  be  fo  feverely 
treated  by  the  AfTembly.    They  adopted  his 
motion,  and  adjourned  the  difcuflion  of  the 
Conftitutional  Ad  till  the  Sitting  of  the  8th 
of  Augufl. 

The  reporter  {Thouret)  opened  this  im- 
portant difcuffion  by  flating  the  plan  fol- 
lowed by  the  Committee  in  their  labours, 
and  the  confidcrations  which  had  ferved 
them  as  a  general  rule  to  diftinguifli  the  De- 
crees truly  Conflitutional  from  thofe  which 
were  otherwife.  -  It  might  have  happened," 
faid  he,      that  in  confining  ourfelves  to  the 

ftrid  and  rigorous  fenfe  of  the  word  Con- 

Jlitution, 
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**  Jiitution,  we  flioiild  have  only  made  a 
colle(5lion  of  refoiutions  relative  to  the 
**  divifion  and  organization  of  the  public 
*'  powers;  but  we  were  fenfible  that  the 
AfTembly  had  not  eftablifhed  the  Confti- 
tntion  for  a  new  people,  nor  in  a  new 
country;  and  that  the  civic  chapter  of 
abolitions  which  lliould  have  preceded  the 
ingrafting  of  Liberty  and  Equality  ought 
"  to  be  Conftitutionally  confecrated/'  He 
then  fucceffively  ran  through  the  different 
titles  of  the  Conftitutional  A6t,  and  endea- 
I'oured  to  prove  that  they  were  claffed  in  the 
cleareft  and  moft  methodical  order. 

M.  Malouet,  who  firft  fpoke  after  the  re- 
porter, did  not  ftop  at  difcuffing  the  merit 
of  the  plan,  but  he  attacked  its  refult  with 
fuch  force  of  argument,  that  the  members 
of  the  Committee  finding  themfelves  unable 
to  anfwer  it,  found  it  much  eafier  to  inter* 
rupt  the  fpeaker,  and  to  direct  the  debate  to 
the  difcuilion  of  the  plan.  *•  Every  gene- 
**  ral  criticifm  on  the  Conftitution  fhould 
**  be  forbidden,"  faid  Chapelier,  no  one 
**  fnould  fuiTer  the  thought  of  changing  it 
to  enter  his  mind,  and  every  difcuffion 
**'  that  has  that  tendency  lliould  be  avoided.'* 
M\  Malouet  in  vain  infixed  on  being  per- 
mitted 
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initted  to  continue.  He  was  incelTantly  in- 
terrupted by  murmuring  and  clamour.  "  If 
the  Aflembly  will  not  hear  me,"  {aid  he, 
I  will  henceforth  range  myfelf  with  that 
clafs  which  obey  in  filence  ;  but  I  declare, 
that  I  cannot  as  a  Reprefentative  of  the 
People,  give  my  fufFrage  to  the  Conftitu- 
tional  Charter  propofed  to  us  *  I  (hall 
merely  move  that  the  deliberation  be  con- 
cluded by  a  call  of  votes,  and  that  the 
Allembly  accelerate  the  meafures  which 
are  to  fecure  the  moft  perfed:  liberty  to 
the  King."  He  again  urged  the  Affem- 
bly  to  fufFer  him  to  deliver  his  opinion ;  but' 
all  the  anfwer  he  obtained  was  frefh  mur- 
murs, and  he  was  forbidden  to  fpeak  by  a 
decree  -f-. 

iU  Defpremenil,  warned  by  this  example 
of  the  neceffity  of  preparing  the  AfTembly 
favourably,  that  he  might  be  fuffered  to  go 

*  M.  Mahuet  repeated  and  publillied  this  declaration 
on  the  :5th  of  September,  after  the  Confiitutional  Aa 
had  been  accepted  by  the  King. 

t  On  the  follow  Lng  day  M.  Malouet  printed  the  fpeech 
which  he  was  not  permitted  to  deliver  in  the  Hall.  It 
-  reported  in  the  colledion  of  his  opinions,  vol.  iii. 
page  47- 

through 
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through  the  important  declaratian  he  wiflied 
to  make,  announced  when  he  rofe  to  fpeak, 
that  it  was  his  intention  rehgioufly  to  fubmit 
to  the  order  of  difculTion  eflabhllied  in  the 
Affembly.        It  appears  to  me  (faid  he) 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Committee,  fup- 
ported  by  feveral  of  the  Members  who  have 
fpoken,  to  treat  only  upon  the  two  following 
queftions :— /f  the  method  adopted  by  the 
Committee  a  good  one  P    Are  the  Decrees 
zvhich  they  have  coUecled  in  their  plan  of 
the  Conjlitution  really  Conjlitutional  — 
"  Yes,  yes,"  he  was  anfwered,  and  with  great 
clapping.         Thefe  intentions  being  tho- 
roughly underftood  (continued  he),  I  fhall 
not  deviate  from  them ;  I  only  fear  that  the 
applaufes  I  have  juft  heard  will  be  retracSted* 
As  .JL^'to  not  difpofed  to  take  advantage  of 
the^pi^r  of  the  difcuffion,  I  declare  that  we 
(hould  think  ourfelves   unworthy  of  the 
efteem  of  honefl:  men,  if  we  did  not  boldly 
declare  to  you  beforehand,  that  we  perfift  in 
all  the  declarations  and  proteftations  which 
we  have  made  on  the  fubjed:  of  the  enter- 
pri?:^|§,  dired:ed  for  two  years  paft*  againft 
Reii^n,  the  Royal  authority,  the  Confti- 
tutional  Principle  of  the  French  Monarchy, 
an^againft  all  property.** 

"  The 
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The  Members  of  the  Cote- Droit  rofe, 
and  faid  all  at  once  :  /  declare  it.  In  confe- 
quence.  they  forbore  taking  any  part  in  the 
difcuffion  of  the  Conftitutional  Ad:,  which 
occupied  almoft  every  Sitting  of  the  AfTem- 
bly  till  the  3d  of  September.  During  this 
long  interval  they  never  forfook  the  charac- 
ter of  paffive  fpediators  which  they  had  im- 
pofed  upon  themfelves,  but  to  demonflrate 
their  indignation,  when  they  heard  the 
Committee  of  Reports  propofe  to"  the  Af- 
^embly,  to  decree  honorary  and  pecuniary 
rewards  to  all  the  villains  who  had  affifted 
in  arreting  the  King.  The  propofed  decree 
fixed  the  fum  total  to  be  divided  amongfl 
them  at  200,000  livres;  of  which  30,000 
were  given  to  Drouet,  and  20,000  to  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Commune  of  Varennes. 
The  ccndud:  of  the  Departments,  the  Muni- 
cipalities, and  National  Guards,  who  had 
been  the  moil  adive  in  preventing  the  King's 
efcape,  was  declared  honourable.  The  city 
of  Varennes  was  rewarded  with  the  gift  of 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  befides  a  mufket  and  a 
fab  re  for  each  of  its  National  Guards,  and  a 
tri-coloured  pair  of  colours  with  this  infcrip- 
tion — The  grateful  Country  to  the  Tozon  of 
Varennes.  The  towns  of  Clermont  en  Ar- 
Vol.  IV.  T  gonne 
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gonne  and  of  St.  Menehould  obtained  each 
one  piece  of  cannon  and  feven  hundred  muf- 
kets  for  the  National  Guards  of  their  Dif- 
trifts. 

One  of  the  Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche* 
obferved  after  the  reading  of  the  Decree,  that 
if  any  blame  could  be  laid  upon  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  that  of  too  much  parfimony  in 
their  limits  of  the  National  munificence. 
**  If  when  the  King  went  off  you  had  been 
**  told  that  for  200,000  livres  he  fliould  be 
**  arrefted,  I  afli  who  is  he  among  us  who 
*•  would  have  dared  to  oppofe  Seve- 
ral Members  of  the  Cote-Droit  fprang  up 
and  anfwered  together,  /,  /,  All  of  us.  The 
Prefident  {Vi^lor  de  Broglio)  put  the  Decree 
to  the  vote  in  a  great  hurry,  and  declared 
that  it  was  adopted  by  the  majority ;  although 
the  Cote-Droit,  and  fome  of  the  Members 
of  the  Cote-Gauche,  had  not  rifen  when  the 
queftion  was  put.  There  is  fome  doubt  as 
to  there  being  a  majority  ;  we  demand  that 
the  quejlion  be  put  again;  cried  feveral 
voices,  in  the  midft  of  hiffes,  and  ihouis  for 
the  order  of  the  day,  Infulting  exclama- 
tions w^ere  addrelTed  to  the  Prefident :  he  was 


*  Muguct  de  NantJMiu. 
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told,  it  was  unworthy  the  fon  of  a  Marfhal 
of  France  to  carry  a  Decree  in  fo  fcandalous 
a  manner.  Vidor  de  Broglio  only  anfwered 
thefe  reproaches  with  the  noife  of  his  bell, 
which  he  never  ceafed  ringing  while  the 
fhoiits  and  vociferations  of  the  galleries 
drowned  the  remonftrances  of  the  Members 
of  the  Cote-Droit.  After  a  long  tumult, 
the  predominating  cry  in  this  uproar  being 
the  order  of  the  day,  it  was  finally  adopted. 

At  this  time  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  went 
to  the  AlTembly,  and  interrupted  the  debate 
upon  the  Conftitutional  Ad:  with  a  very  fe- 
rious  denunciation  againfl:  feveral  focieties  of 

lends  of  the  Conftitution.  Thofe  of 
Alby  had  carried  off  by  main  force  from 
the  Regiftry,  proceedings  that  were  inftituted 
againfl  ailaflins,  and  burnt  them.  Thofe  of 
Caen  had  infulted  and  menaced  the  Court, 
carried  off  and  burnt  the  proceedings  begun 
againfl  the  brigands  who  had  broken  the 
flatue  of  Louis  XIV.  and  the  Public  Ac- 
cafer  had  with  difficulty  efcaped  their  ven- 
geance. Thofe  of  Marfeilles  had  compelled 
the  Municipal  Officers  to  refign,  fummoned 
the  Municipality,  defpifed  the  authority  of 
the  Departments,  infulted  the  Magiflrates, 
&c.  &c. ;  thofe  of  Orleans,  under  pretence 

T  2  of 
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of  infpeding  the  condud  of  the  High  Na- 
tional Court,  had  taken  a  place  in  the  Sit- 
tings, &c.  &c.  See, 

The  Minifler  of  the  Interior  alfo  de- 
nounced feveral  enterprizes  and  a6ts  of  vio- 
lence of  the  fame  nature,  of  which  com- 
plaints had  been  made  to  him  ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Reports  denounced  the  Abbe  Fau^ 
chet,  Bifhop  of  Calvados,  who,  as  well  as 
his  grand  Vicar,  went  preaching  through 
the  town  and  country,  in  churches,  clubs, 
and  even  in  the  flreets,  anarchy,  rebellion, 
the  Agrarian  law,  and  a  contempt  for  the 
Conftituted  Authorities.  Upon  thefe  diffe- 
rent denunciations  the  Aflembly  decreed, 
that  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  fliould  without 
delay  give  directions  that  the  Abbe  Fauchet 
and  his  Grand  Vicar  fhould  be  profecuted 
by  the  tribunal  of  Bayeux,  and  daily  in- 
form the  Affembly  of  the  ftate  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

While  the  Affembly,  in  order  to  eftabliili 
their  power,  flood  in  need  of  the  outrages 
of  every  kind  which  were  committed  or  ex-, 
cited  throughout  the  Kingdom  by  the  Jacobin 
Clubs,  they  confidered  them  but  as  fo  many 
a£ts  of  exalted  patriotifm,  and  no  fevere  law 
was  ever  pailed  to  punilii  or  fupprefs  :them  ef- 
2  fedually : 
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fediially :  but  the  Conftitutional  Fadlion  now 
triumphant,  had  no  farther  intereft  in  conti^ 
nuinof  thofe  excelTes,  and  had  reafon  to  fear 
that  thefe  formidable  means  which  they  had 
made  ufe  of  to  annihilate  the  ancient  French 
Conflitutiop,  might  be  employed  with  equal 
fuccefs  by  the  Republicans  againft  the 
new  one.  It  was  of  importance  to  avert 
the  danger,  which  was  the  motive  of  the 
denunciation  made  to  the  AfTembly  by  ]\L 
Duport  de  Tertre  and  M,  de  Lejfarty  both 
of  them  intimately  conDe61:ed  with  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Conftitutional  Party.  It  was  ne- 
cefTary  to  prepare  the  public  mind  to  receive 
the  Articles  of  the  Conftitutional  Ad:  which 
limited  the  power  of  the  Clubs,  to  which 
the  King  in  his  declaration  had,  with  fo 
much  reafon  imputed  the  diforder,  crimes, 
and  anarchy  that  afflided  France. 

The  difgrace  of  the  Republican  Party,  and 
the  filence  of  the  Royalifts  in  the  difcuftion 
of  the  Conftitutional  Ad:,  fuffered  it  to  ad^ 
vance  coldly  towards  its  conclufion  j  till  the 
queftion  relative  to  the  political  rights  which 
the  Royal  Family  ought  to  enjoy,  furniftiecj 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  with  a  new  opportur 
nity,  which  he  did  not  lofe  of  manifefting 
all  the  meannefs  of  his  mind, 

T  3  According 
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According  to  the  opinion  of  the  Commit- 
tee, the  excllilion  of  the  Members  of  the 
Royal  Family  from  political  rights  was 
grounded  on  the  ncceffity  of  preferving  the 
purity  of  the  Reprefentative  Government, 
and  the  diftind  ion  of  the  powers,  Xhis 
**  family,"  faid  the  Reporter,  *^  being  the 

only  one  privileged,  they  polTefs  politi- 
*'  cal  rights  different  from  the  reft  of  the 

citizens.  The  Executive  Power  is  their 
**  patrimony  :  the  exclufion  of  the  rights  of 
"  the  adive  citizen  can  be  no  degradation  to 
**  them,  as  it  is  the  refult  of  a  peculiar  and 
*'  hereditary  privilege.  Neverthelefs  it  is 
**  juft  to  render  this  exclufion  honourable 
*•  by  the  participation  of  a  particular  prero- 
**  gativcj  and  this  method  appears  to  us  the 

beft  to  confolidate  on  a  firm  footing  the 
**  abolition  of  the  privileges  between  all 

other  citizens.  If  the  Royal  Family  en- 
**  joy  a  pregrogative  grounded  upon  princi- 
**  pies  applicable  to  themfelves  alone,  it  is 
*'  your  intereft  to  deftroy  every  diftindlion 
**  which  does  not  reft  upon  the  fame  foun- 
**  dation.    We  are  Ibackled  in  this  refped: 

by  the  decree  that  was  pafted  concerning 
*'  the  title  of  Prince,  which  it  was  pro- 

pofed  to  you  to  grant  to  the  Members  of 

the 
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"  the  Dynafty.  As  perhaps  you  not  think 
**  yourfelves  abfolutely  bound  by  that  De- 
**  cree,  we  propofe  to  you  the  following  ar- 
**  tide  : 

The  Members  of  the  King's  Family 
**  being  the  only  perfons  admitted  to  an 
**  hereditary  dignity ,  they  form  a  dijiin- 
**  guifhed  clafs  of  Citizens  ;  they  may  not 
**  exercife  any  of  the  rights  of  an  aBive 
**  citizen,  and  they  have  no  other  political 

right  than  that  of  the  contingent  fuc- 
"  ceffion  to  the  Throne.    They  Jliall  bear 

the  title  of—,''  The  word  Prince  was 
underftood,  but  a  blank  was  left  through 
refped:  to  the  decree  which  had  rejeded 
that  title. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  being  previoufly 
informed  of  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
upon  this  queftion,  had  prepared  to  fpeak 
againflit.  He  rofe  immediately  after  the  read- 
ing of  the  article  propofed  by  the  Commit- 
tee, and  with  unufual  confidence  dehvered 
the  following  Speech  ? 

**  As  to  the  fecond  part  of  the  article  pro- 
**  pofed  to  you,  I  fhall  only  fay,  that  you 

T  4  pofitively 
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pofitively  rejeaed  it  a   few  days  ago. 
*•  With  refped  to  the  quaUty  of  adive  citi- 
zen,  I  alk,  if  it  be  for  the  advantage  of 
the  King's  relations  that  it  is  propofed  to 
you  to  deprive  them  of  it?    If  it  be  for 
their  advantage,  an  article  of  your  Confli- 
tution  formally  oppofes  it ;  and  this  is  the 
"  article  : — N'o  part  of  the  Nation,  nor  any 
**  individual y  can  have  any  privilege  y  or  be 
**  exempted from  the  common  right  of  all 
**  Frenchmen.    If  it  be  not  for  the  advan- 
**  tage  of  the  King's  relations  that  it  is  pro- 
pofed  to  you  to  erafe  them  out  of  the  lift 
*'  of  adive  citizens,  I  maintain  that  you  have 
"  no  right  to  order  them  to  be  erafed.  You 
* '  have  declared  all  born  in  France,  and  whofe 
' '  fathers  were  Frenchmen,  to  be  French  Citi- 
"  zens.    Now  the  perfons  in  queftion  in  the 
plan  of  your  Committees  are  born  in 
*'  France,  and  of  French  parents.  It  was  your 
**  intention,  by  means  of  conditions  eafily  to 
*'  be  performed,  that  every  man  in  the  world 
**  might  have  it  in  his  power  to  become  a 
**  Frefich  Citizen;  now  I  afk  if  the  King's 
**  relations  are  not  men  ?  You  have  faid,  that 
the  quality  of  French  Citizen  cannot  be 
**  loft  but  by  a  voluntary  renunciation,  or  by 
condemnations  which  fuppofe  a  crime. 

-  If 
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*'  If  then  it  is  no  crime  in  me  to  be  born  a 
**  relation  to  the  Monarch,  I  cannot  lofe  the 

quahty  of  a  French  Citizen,  but  by  a  free 
*•  adl  of  my  will.  And  do  not  tell  me,  that 
*'  I  am  a  French  Citizen,  but  that  I  cannot 
^'  be  an  adlive  Citizen;  for  before  we  em- 
*'  ploy  this  miferable  fubterfuge,  it  muft  be 
*'  explained  how  a  man  can  be  a  Citizen  in 
**  any  cafe  or  condition,  who  cannot  exer- 

cife  the  rights  of  one.  It  fliould  alfo  be 
*'  explained,  by  what  whim  the  moft  dif- 
*•  tant  relation  [fuppleant)  of  the  Monarch 
*•  cannot  become  a  Member  of  the  Legif- 
*'  lative  Body,  while  a  man  appointed  to  be 
**  the  immediate  fuccellbr  {fuppleant)  of 
*'  any  Member  of  the  Legiflative  *  Body , 
*'  may,  under  the  title  of  Minifter,  exercife 
**  all  the  authority  of  the  Monarch.  How- 
*'  ever,  I  do  not  think  that  your  Commit- 
*'  tees  mean  to  deprive  any  relation  of  the 
'*  King  of  the  privilege  of  making  his  elec- 

tion  between  the  quality  of  French  Citi- 
**  zen,  and  the  expedancy,  whether  near  or 
*'  remote,  of  the  Throne.  I  therefore  move, 
*  *  that  you  rejed  this  article  of  your  Commit- 
**  tees  purely  and  fimply  :  but  let  me  add, 

that  if  you  adopt  it,  I  lhall  lay  on  the 
"  table  my  formal  renunciation  of  the  rights 

"  of 
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*'  of  a  member  of  the  reigning  Dynafty, 
that  I  may  pofiTcfs  thofe  of  a  French 
"  Citizen." 

The  Republicans,  and  particularly  the  ac- 
tive citizens  with  whom  the  galleries  were 
filled,  flattered  that  a  Prince  of  the  Blood- 
Royal  fhould  prefer  the  honour  of  becoming 
their  comrade  to  that  of  retaining  his  own 
rank,  were  prodigal  of  their  applaufes  on 
the  Duke  of  Orleans's  civic  degradation  and 
purity  of  patriotifm  j  while  his  bafenefs  ex- 
cited in  the  reft  of  the  Aflembly  murmurs  of 
indignation  or  the  hootings  of  contempt. 
The  more  moderate  Members  of  the  Confti- 
tutional  Party  obferved,  that  the  AfTembly 
having  decided  that  they  would  not  antici- 
pate the  efrcdl  of  the  renunciations  of  the 
reigning  Family,  the  patriotic  ad:  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  ought  not  to  influence  the 
determination  j  that  befides  he  had  no  right 
to  renounce  the  Throne,  either  for  himfelf, 
his  children,  or  in  refped:  of  his  creditors. 
**  Perfonal  renunciations  are  always  good," 
replied  this  degraded  Prince.  His  worthy 
friend  M.  de  Sillery  fupported  this  opinion 
in  a  moft  difgufling  patriotic  fpeech,  which 

the 
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the  clamors  of  the  galleries  compelled  the 
Aflembly  to  order  to  be  printed. 

The  difcufTion  of  this  queftion  was  conti- 
nued on  the  following  day,  and  prolonged 
the  Sitting  till  fix  in  the  evening.  At 
length,  after  warm  debates,  which  were  ter- 
minated by  a  call  of  votes,  it  was  decreed, 
that  the  members  of  the  King's  family  fhould 
exercife  the  right  of  active  citizens  ;  but  that 
they  fhould  not  be  eligible  to  places  and  em- 
ployments in  the  nomination  of  the  People. 
The  quefiion  as  to  the  title  to  be  given  to 
them  was  adjourned. 

It  was  decreed  in  the  following  Sitting, 
that  the  members  of  the  Royal  Family 
fliould  be  capable  of  holding  places  and  em- 
ployments in  the  King's  nomination,  except 
in  the  minifterial  departments  ;  that  neverthe- 
iefs,  they  (hould  not  have  the  chief  command 
pf  any  force  by  land  or  fea,  nor  fill  the  office  of 
AmbalTador,  but  with  the  confent  of  the  Le- 
gifiative  Body,  granted  upon  the  King's 
defire  ;  and  that  they  fliould  bear  no  other 
than  their  Chriftian  name,  followed  by  the 
appellation  of  French  Prince, 

The  laft  chapter  of  the  Conftitutional  A(5t 
gave  M.  Malouet  an  opportunity  of  attack- 
ing the  plan  of  the  Committee  with  ftill 

more 


284 


ANNALS  OF  THE         [Aug.  1791. 


more  force  than  he  had  done  at  the  opening 
of  the  debate.  It  related  to  the  determining 
the  time  and  conditions  of  exercifing  a  new 
Conftituent  Power.  The  Committee  pro- 
pofed  to  fix  the  ift  of  June  1800,  for  the 
period  of  convoking  an  AlTembly  of  Revi- 
iion,  to  be  compofed  of  249  Members  deputed 
by  the  departments,  and  authorifed  folely, 
**  to  re-eftabUfh  the  Conftituted  Powers  in 
**  their  limits,  if  they  lliould  have  exceeded 
**  them,  and  to  confider  and  determine  upon 
**  reforming  any^  part  of  the  Conftitution 
*'  which  m,ay  be  petitioned  for  by  the  citi- 

zens,   or  propofed   by  the  Legiflative 

Body,  or  by  the  King." 

M.  Malouet  was  not  fatisfied  with  demon- 
itrating  the  abfurdity  of  fixing  fo  diftant  a 
period  for  reforms,  which  great  and  unfore- 
feen  inconveniences,  and  effential  unperceived 
vices  might  render  as  urgent  as  neceflfary ;  he 
maintained,  that  the  Conftitution  which  had 
been  decreed,  could  only  be  provifional  until 
it  had  been  fubitiitled  to  a  mature  examina- 
tion, and  ^  free  acceptance,  as  well  on  the 
part  of  the  King,  as  on  that  of  the  Nation. 
*•  We  muft  at  the  fame  time/*   faid  he, 

piif  ali  end  to  the  Revolution;  that  is  to 

fay,  begin  by  -  annihilating'^  all  ^rrange- 

ments-, 
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**  ment^,  all  adts  inconfiflent  with  the 
**  principles  of  your  Conftitution  ;  for  there 
**  is  no  reafonable  man  that  can  confide  in 
'*  its  promife  of  fafety  and  perfonal  liberty, 
**  liberty  of  confcience,  and  refpedt  for  pro- 
**  perty,  while  he  fees  them  violated.  Thus 
**  your  Committees  of  Inquiry,  the  laws 
"  againft  Emigrants,  the  multiplied  oaths, 
**  and  the  violence  that  is  the  confequence 
"  of  them,  the  perfecution  of  the  priefts,  ar- 
**  bitrary  imprifonments,  criminal  proceed- 
**  ings  againft  accufed  perfons  without  any 
*•  proofs,  the  fanaticifm  and  tyranny  of  the 
'*  Clubs  j  all  thefe  ought  to  difappear  when. 
*'  the  Conftitution  is  prefented,  if  you  would 
have  it  freely  accepted  and  put  in  execu- 
*'  tion.*'  He  concluded  his  fpeech  with  a 
plan  for  a  Decree,  which  after  laying  down 
every  point  in  the  completeft  manner,  flated, 
ift.  That  a  Deputation  of  fixty  Members  of 
the  Affembly  fliould  wait  upon  the  King  and 
invite  him  to  refume  the  reins  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  choofe  his  guard,  and  place  of  re- 
fidence,  and  to  declare  as  foon  as  it  was  con- 
venient for  him,  the  modifications  he  Ihould 
think  neceflary  in  the  Conilitutional  Ad:. 
2dly.  That  the  King*s  declaration  fhould  be 
addreifed  to  all  the  Departments ;  and  that 

on 
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oh  the  I  ft  of  January  1793,  the  Primary 
Affemblies  fliould  be  convoked,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  deliberating  on  the  King's  Declara- 
tion and  upon  the  Conftitutional  Ad;  and 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  every  citizen  fliould 
be  at  liberty  to  publilli  his  fentiments  refped:- 
ing  the  New  Conftitution,  which  ftiould 
neverthelefs  be  provifionally  executed.  3dly,'" 
That  the  refult  of  the  inftrudions  of  the 
majority  ©f  the  Eledoral  Bodies  fliould  be 
taken  into  confideration  by  the  Legiflative 
Body,  who  fliould  make  fuch  changes  in 
the  Conftitution  as  fliould  be  pointed  out  by 
the  National  wifli ;  and  that  the  King  fliould 
have  a  right  to  refufe  his  fandion  to  what- 
ever fliould  be  deemed  contrary  to  that 
wifli  *. 

This  fpeech  and  plan  for  a  Decree  which 
was  juftly  applauded  by  the  members  of  the 
Cote-Droit,  was  often  interrupted  by  the 
murmurs  of  the  Cote-Gauche  and  of  the 
Galleries.  I  move,*'  cried  Marline au 
the  advocate,  "  that  this  plan  be  referred  to 
the  Committees  of  Conftitution  and  Revi- 
flon.    It  contains  excellent  things  towards 

*  See  the  Colleaion  of  M.  MaJouet's  Opinions, 
vol.  ill.  page  61. 

the 
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the  re-eftablifliment  of  order  and  tranquil- 
lity in  the  Kingdom."  This  motion  being 
feconded,  was  immediately  oppofed  by  the 
moft  violent  clamours,  and  at  laft  got  rid  of 
by  the  previous  queftion.  Some  members  of 
the  Cote-Gauche  faid,  that  this  plan  could 
only  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Counter- 
Revolution. 

Petion,  who  fpoke  after  Malouet, 
dwelt  long  upon  the  utility  of  National 
Conventions,  and  the  neceffity  of  rendering 
them  periodical:  treated  as  a  mere  fubtility 
the  diftind>ion  made  by  the  Committee,  be- 
tween AfTemblies  of  Revifion  and  Conven- 
tions, and  cited,  at  hap-hazard,  England, 
America,  &c.  &c.  But  the  moft  remarkable 
paflage  of  this  fpeech  was  that  in  which  the 
fpeaker,  without  perceiving  it,  caft  the 
cleareft  and  juftefl:  cenfure  upon  the  AfTem- 
bly  themfelves.  How  would  it  be  poffi- 
ble,"  faid  he,  to  give  the  Legiflative  Body 
the  charader  and  power  of  a  Convention  ? 
Yet  this  would  be  the  refult  of  the  Commit-, 
tees'  plan.  I  {ay  that  if  the  Legiflative  Body 
be  ereded  into  a  Convention,  it  would  fol- 
low, that  theylhould  be  allowed  the  power  of 
conftituting  themfelves  at  their  pleafure,  and 
alfo  of  reforming  themfelves  at  their  plea- 

fure. 
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fure.  NoWi  nothing  could  be  more  abfurd 
and  more  dangerous  in  principle  than  a 
body  deriving  its  exijlence  from  itfelf  alone, 
which  JJiould  be  accountable  to  itfelf  alone, 
and  which  alone  fhould  be  charged  with  cor- 
retting  the  abufs  that  might  arife  in  its 
czvn  bofom.  Such  a  body  would  prefently 
increafe  to  a  magnitude  mof  formidable  to 
the  Nation,  It  would  place  itfelf  above 
the  Nation y  upon  which  all  bodies  fhould 
depend,  and  would  govern  it" 

This  indifcretion,  no  doubt  very  inno- 
cently committed^  frightened  feveral  mem- 
bers of  the  Cote-Gauche  fo  much,  that  they 
flrongly  prefled  the  too  fimple  Petion  to 
confine  himfelf  to  the  queftion,  and  the 
Sitting  broke  up  without  any  decifion  rela- 
tive to  National  Conventions. 

In  the  next  Sitting,  it  being  the  order  of 
the  day,  the  fame  queftion  was  debated.-— 
Camus,  fpeaking  on  a  motion  of  order, 
obferved,  that  the  plan  of  the  Committee 
could  not  be  entered  upon  ;  that  the  ufelefs 
details  which  it  contained,  and  all  the  dif- 
ferent plans  which  it  might  fuggeft,  and 
which  it  might  be  neceflary  to  debate,  would 
confume  more  time  than  the  AfTembly  could 
4evote  to  them,  without  the  greatefl:  danger. 

**  I  believe," 
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I  believe,'*  faid  he,  that  if  this  Confti- 
tution  is  not  very  quickly  terminated  and 
prefented  to  the  King,  .that  we  ftiall  have 
the  greateft  misfortunes  to  apprehend.  Our 
weaknefs  increafes  daily,  and  will  increafe 
every  hour  that  we  retard  the  conclufion  of 
our  labours.  Fa(5tions  arife  in  the  Affem- 
bly — efforts  have  been  made  to  divide  us, 
and  unhappily  they  have  fucceeded — we  no 
longer  know  on  which  fide  to  rally.  I  am 
very  far  from  accufing  any  perfon,  but  I  no 
longer  fee  in  this  Affembly  that  noble,  that 
grand  majority,  which  called  forth  the  Adts 
of  the  17th  and  20th  of  June  1789.  Nor  is 
this  all.  It  is  not  enough  to  caft  a  mournful 
look  on  our  weaknefs,  our  old  age,  our  laf- 
lltude  :  we  fliould  alfo  confider  what  is  paf- 
fing  abroad.  Obferve,  I  intreat  you,  what 
the  Minifters  are  doing,  or  rather  what  they 
are  not  doing.  How  many  decrees  have  we 
pafTed  which  are  not  executed  !  *' 

M.  Malbuet  propofed  that  the  Affembly 
fhould,  in  the  firft  place,  declare  whether 
they  meant  to  fubmit  the  Conftitution  to 
the  free  acceptance  of  the  Nation  ;  but  thjs 
motion,  which  he  feveral  times  repeated, 
was  always  repelled  by  murmurs  and  by 

Vol.  IV.  U  cries 
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cries  of — To  the  order  of  the  day  f  At  laft, 
after  a  confiderable  debate,  the  Affembly 
decreed  the  following  article : 

The  Nation  pofTefTes  the  unalienable 
*'  right  of  revifing  the  Conftitiition,  when- 
**  ever  it  pleafes ;  but  the  AlTembly  declare 
*•  that  its  intcrefl:  urges  it  to  fufpend  the 
*'  exercife  of  that  right  for  thirty  years.*' 

It  remained  to  be  decreed  how  the  Nation 
were  to  manifefl:  and  give  their  reafons  for  de- 
firing  a  Convention  ;  and  when  and  how  this 
Convention  fliould  affemble.  The  plan 
which  the  Committee  prefented  on  this  fub- 
|e(5l  was  oppofed  with  equal  ftrength  and 
intiiepidity  by  a  Deputy,  who  had  previoufly 
been  little  attended  to  in  the  Affembly, 
(M.  de  Croix).  "  The  Nation,"  faid  he, ''have 
no  other  means  of  manifefling  their  wifli 
*  but  that  of  infurredion ;  but  they  have  aL 
ready  pointed  out  the  only  poffible  means  of 
changing  the  Conftitution.  It  is  on  the  mode 
of  attaining  this  objedt,  and  particularly  with 
the  view  of  putting  an  end  to  the  monflrous 
ftate  in  which  we  are,  and  which  is  occa- 
fioncd  by  the  fufpenfion  of  the  fund  ions  of 
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the  Royal  authority,  that  I  prefume  to  offer 
you  a  few  refledions,  I  fliall  draw  them 
from  the  titles  which  have  given  me  as  well 
as  you  the  right  of  voting  in  this  Affembly, 
In  thofe  I  every  where  fee  that  the  fundamen- 
tal laws  which  are  demanded  by  them  cannot 
acquire  the  charader  which  renders  them  obli- 
gatory, till  they  have  received  the  King's 
fandion.    They  who  appointed  us  to  reprc- 
fent  them  manifefted  great  prudence,  and  a 
decided  will  in  this  refped.  They  were  fen- 
fible  that  their  Reprefentatives  might  err, 
and  they  fought  a  guarantee  which  fliould 
infure  them  that  their  pohtical  rights  and 
liberty  fliould  not  be  endangered.  The)'' 
faw  this  guarantee  in  the  Royal  authority, 
and  in  the  King,  who  had  convoked  them. 
They  ordered  that  the  laws  fhould  be  enaded 
conjointly  with  him.    A  pretence  has  been 
found  to  envelop  this  queftion  hitherto  with  a 
religious  veil,  which  we  muft  now  tear  from 
it,  and  it  is  impoffible  in  difcufiing  it,  but 
that  you  will  acknowledge  . the  truth  of  what 
I  have  laid  before  you.    Thefe  principles 
point  out  the  condud  you  ought  to  purfue, 
in  order  to  revife  and  corred  your  work.  It 
confifts  in  caufing  it  to  be  prefented  to  the 
King  by  a  Deputation,  and  in  requefting 

U  a  yourfelves 
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yourfelves  to  know  the  obfervations  which 
the  intefefl:  of  the  people  lhall  fuggeft  to 
him.    Refled:  upon  the  neceffity  of  this 
meafure,  and  remember  that,  if  you  do  not 
adopt  it,  you  will  a6t  in  dire6t  oppofition  to 
the  ftrid:  order  you  received,  and  will  be 
loaded  with   the  dreadful  refponfibility  of 
having  decreed  alone  upon  the  fate  of  a  great 
Nation,  againft  the  wifli  they  have  manifefled. 
You  are  not  the  Nation,  you  are  only  their 
Reprefentativcs,  and  it  was  the  will  of  the 
Nation  that  the  King  fhould  be  your  modera- 
tor.   I  fhall  not  criticife  the  Conftitution.— " 
I  confine  myfelf  to  afking  whether  there  is 
one  of  us  who  is  fo  arrogant  as  to  think  that 
he  has  never  been  miftaken  in  the  courfe  of 
our  labours,  and  who,   if  it  were  in  his 
power,   would    not  defire  to  make  fomc 
changes  ?   1  move,  therefore,  the  previous 
qiieftion  as  to  the  plan  of  the  Committee; 
and  that  a  Deputation  be  charged  to  prefent 
tlie  Confiitutional  Ad:  to  the  King  to-mor- 
row at  farthefi,  and  to  entreat  him  to  go  to 
whatever  place  he  may  think  proper,  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  liberty  of  his  perfon,  and  of 
the  freedom  of  his  con  fen  t ;  and  that  more- 
over his  Majefty  be  entreated  to  fend  to  the 
Aflembly  fuch  obfervations  as  his  wifdom 

and 
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and  the  intcreft  .of  the  people  may  dictate 
to  him,  in  order  that  they  may  deliberate 
upon  them." 

The  fpeaker  was  often  interrupted  by  cries 
of — To  the  order  of  the  day  !  and  it  was  even 
feveral  times  propofed  that  he  fliould  be  called 
to  order,  for  cenfuring  all  the  operations  of 
the  Affembly,  and  feeking  to  deflroy  the 
very  bafis  of  the  Conflitution.  In  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  who  fpoke  after  M.  de  CroiXy 
no  one  attempted  to  confute  his  arguments, 
or  repel  his  cenfure.  Some  prefented  new 
plans,  and  others  confined  themfelves  to' at- 
tacking that  of  the  Committees  ;  and  the 
AlTembly  finiilied  by  deciding,  that  when 
three  fucceffive  legiflatures  fhould  declare  a 
uniform  wifli  for  the  revifion  of  fome  con- 
ftitutional  articles,  a  revifion  fliould  take 
place.  That  the  fourth  legiflature  fliould 
be  charged  with  the  examination-  of  thefe 
articles  ;  and  that,  in  this  cafe,  the  members 
of  the  third  legiflature  could  not  be  re-eleded 
for  the  fourth.  The  AfTembly  on  the  next 
day  decreed,  that  no  motion  fhould  be  made 
for  a  reviiiil  of  the  Conflitution  before  the 
third  legiflature, 

The  form  in  which  the  Conflitutional  Ad: 

U  3  fliould 
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fliould  be  prefented  to  the  King,  was  regu- 
lated by  the  following  Decree  : 

Art.  1.  A  Deputation  fliall  be  named  to 
prefent  the  Conftitutional  AO:  for  the  King's 
acceptance. 

Art.  2.  The  King  fhall  be  defired  to  iffue 
fuch  orders  as  he  may  think  proper,  for  his 
guard  and  for  the  dignity  of  his  perfon. 

Art.  3.  If  the  King  yield  to  the  wifli  of 
the  French  by  adopting  the  Conftitutional 
A<51,  he  fhall  be  requeued  to  appoint  a  day, 
and  regulate  the  forms  in  which  he  will  fo- 
lemnly  pronounce,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
National  Affembly,  his  acceptance  of  the 
Conftitutional  Royalty,  and  his  engagement 
to  fulfill  the  duties  of  it. 

This  Decree,  propofed  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Gonftitution,  was  introduced  by  a 
fpeech  which  the  conftitutionalifts  and  their 
profelytes  admired  as  a  mafter-piece  of  elo- 
quence, and  of  which  at  prefent  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  read  a  fingle  fentence  without  in- 
dignation or  difguftj  becaufe  we  find 
throughout,  the  moft  ftrenuous  apology  for 
fyftems  and  opinions,  which  the  Revo- 
X  lutioiT 
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lution  has  devoted  to  general  abhor- 
rence. 

After  parting  this  Decree  the  Affembly 
determined  that  the  Conftitutional  A6t 
fliould  not  be  prefented  to  the  King,  until 
it  had  been  entirely  read  over  again,  and  till 
they  had  declared  that  no  change  fliould  be 
made  in  it. 

In  the  debates  on  thefe  two  Decrees,  the 
brutality  or  rather  the  regicide  ferocity  of 
Robefpierre  manifefted  itfelf  to  fuch  a  degree 
that,  except  fome  furious  Republicans,  the 
Affembly  were  all  fhocked,  and  fhewed  their 
difapprobation  by  the  moft  violent  mur- 
murs. I  do  not  fee,"  faid  he,  *'  even  a 
fpecious  reafon,  for  changing  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things  with  refpe6l  to  the  King.  I 
declare  that  I  do  not  even  comprehend  the 
words  liberty  and  confiraint  applied  on  fiich 
an  occafion.  I  cannot  conceive  how,  in  any 
cafe,  the  will  of  Louis  XVI.  can  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  conftrained  ;  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  Conftitution  may  be  reduced 
to  thefe  words  The  Nation  offers  you  the 
moft  pov/erful  Throne  in  the  world  :  here 
IS  the  title  by  which  you  are  appointed  to  it. 
'  Will  you  accept  it  or  not  ?  It  is  not  the  Con- 
ftitution  which  we  are  ooino-  to  offer  to 
.    ^   U  4  LouU 


296  ANNALS   OF  THE        [Sept.  1791. 

Louis  XVI y  for  his  examination,  but  this 
queflion  :  Will  you  be  King  of  the  French  ? 
Now,  I  maintain,  in  giving  his  anfwer, 
the  King  will  be  juft  as  free  in  Paris  as  any 
where  elfe.  And  pray  in  what  fpot  of  the 
Empire  can  he  be  better  than  in  the  midfl 
of  a  numerous  and  faithful  guard  of  citi- 
zens that  furround  him  ?  What  mean  all 
thefe  whimfical  fcruples  about  the  liberty  of 
accepting  a  Crown  ?  What  people  who  had 
a  Crown  to  difpofe  of,  ever  thought  of  fay- 
ing to  the  citizen,  upon  whofe  head  they 
were  about  to  place  it: — ^Go  axe  ay  from  us — 
toe  leave  you  at  liberty  to  go  to  the  extremi- 
ties of  the  Empire y  whitherfocver  you  will, 
that  we  may  correfpond  more  freely  with 
you 

In  the  midft  of  the  tumult  and  clamors 
excited  by  the  blafphemies  of  this  villain,  M, 
de  Montlofier  was  at  lall:  fuffered  to  be 
heard,  and  faid  in  the  name  of  the  members 
of  the  Cote- Droit y  In  a  determination  fo 
derogatory  to  the  Royal  Majefty  and  Mo- 
narchical Government,  we  can  only  demand 
that  our  profound  indignation,  and  our 
iilence,  be  recorded.'- 

The  following  day,  at  the  moment  when 
the  laft  reading  of  the  Conftitutional  Adt 

was 
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was  about  to  commence,  M..  Malouet  rofe 
to  fpeak   to   order,  and  faid :       On  this 
grand  occalion  the  AiTembly  fliould  be  care- 
ful not  to  fall  into  inconfiftency.    I  have 
examined  your  Journals,  and  hold  in  my 
hand  the  Addrefs  which  you  prcfented  to 
the  King  on  the  9th  of  July  1789.  You  then 
faid  to  him:  You  have  called  upon  us  to  fix 
the  Conftitution  in  concert  with  you,  and 
to  operate  the  regeneration  of  the  King- 
dom.  The  National  AJfembly  come  folonnly 
to  declare  to  you,  that  your  wiffies  fiall  he 
accomplijhed.     Have    you    received  new- 
powers  from  the  Nation  ? — Certainly  not. 
By  what  title,  by  what  right  then  would  you 
be  the  only  legillators,  after  having  acknow- 
ledged and  declared   yourfelves,   that  you 
^  could  do  nothing  without  the  King's  concur- 
rence ?  That  declaration  of  your  principles 
was  made  too  openly  and  folemnly  to  be 
retraded.    1  afl<:  then,  if  in  prefenting  the 
Gonftitutional  Ad  to  the  King,  and  leaving 
him  no  alternative  but  that  of  accepting  it, 
pure  and  unconditionally,  or  elfe  refufing  it 

 1  afk,  I  fay,  if  the  King  will  not  be 

warranted  in  reprefenting  to  you  the  A6t 
entered  in  your  Journals  ? 

^his  unexpeded  argument  greatly  irritated  ^ 

the 
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the  members  of 'the  Cote-Gauche  y  and  em- 
barrafTed  them  to  fuch  a  degree  that,  fearing 
to  increafe  M,  Malouet's  triumph  by  oppof- 
ing  him,  they  only  anfevvred  by  the  moft 
noify  murmurs,  and  by  redoubled  cries  of—-" 
No,  no!  To  the  order  of  the  day!  The 
AlTembly  made  hafle  to  obey  thefe  vocifera- 
tions, and  the  Galleries  celebrated  the  vic- 
tory by  long  applaufes. 

At  length  on  the  3d  of  September  the  Af? 
fembly  decreed  unanimoufly,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche,  all  thofe  of 
the  Cote-Droit  keeping  filence,  that  the 
Conftitutional  Ad:  was  clofed;  that  they 
could  make  no  further  change  in  it  1  and  that 
it  fhould  be  carried  to  the  King  the  fame 
day  by  a  Deputation  of  fixty  Members, 
whom  the  Prefident  was  authorifed  to 
name,  all  of  whom  he  chofe  from  the  0?^^/- 
Gauche,  except  M.  Malouet,  \yho  did  not 
feel  himfelf  much  flattered  in  being  thus  dif- 
tinguiflicd  from  the  other  Members  of  the 
Cote-Droity  and  fuffered  the  fifty-nine  De- 
puties to  depart  without  him. 

The  period  of  revifmg  the  Conflitution 
might  have  been  attended  with  many  advan- 
tageous changes  if  the  Royalifts  had  been 
lefs  repugnant  to  every  idea  of  a  reconcili, 
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ation  with  the  Conftitutionalifls.    The  latter 
were  no  longer  blind  to  the  principal  defeds 
of  their  work,  and  they  heartily  wjfhed  tq 
reform  them,  if  it  could  be  done  without 
endangering  their  popularity.    For  this  pur- 
pofe,  Barnave  and  Chapelier  had  agreed 
with  M.  Malouet  upon  a  plan,  which  could 
not  have  fiiiled  to  fucceed  if  the  members  of 
the  Cote-Droit  had  fupported,  not  merely  by 
their  applaufes  but  their  votes,  the  general 
cenfure  which  M.  Malouet  was  to  caft  upon 
the  Conftitutional  Ad,  and  which  in  fad  he 
did  in  the  Sittings  of  the  8th  of  Auguft. 
The  Conflitutionalifts  were  to  reply  forcibly 
to  this  attack,  and  to  defend  pertinacioufly 
every  article,  the  execution  of  which  drew 
along  with  it  no  danger ;  but  with  refped 
tp  the  regulations  which  M.  Malouet  had 
pointed  out  as  Anti-monarchical,  or  tendino- 
to  obflrud  the  adion  of  the  Government,  he 
was  to  be  anfwered  pettifhly,  that  his  cenfure 
was  as  ufelefs  as  premature  j  that  the  AfTem- 
bly  had  no  need  to  be  informed  that  there 
were  in  the  Conftitutional  Decrees  fome  ar- 
ticles which  it  became  their  wifdom  to  mo- 
dify ;  that  the  principal  talk  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Revifion,  which  they  had  eila- 
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blifhed,  was  to  propofe  thofe  modifications, 
and  that  they  were  ready  to  perform  it. 

Thefe  modifications,  agreed  upon  with 
M.  Malouetj  were  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe 
which  he  propofed  in  the  Sitting  of  the 
8th  of  Augufl  j  but  this  plan  had  not  been 
concerted  with  the  Members  of  the  Cot^- 
Droit  J  and  it  is  even  doubtful  whether  they 
would  have  acceeded  to  it:  for  it  was  then 
the  opinion  of  a  great  majority  of  the  Royal- 
ifts,  that  the  new  Conftitution  mufi:  necef- 
farily  periOi  through  its  own  defedsj  and 
that  great  care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  reform 
a  finale  one  of  them,  fince  that  would  be 
weakening  the  principle  of  its  defl:rud;ion 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  refolution  of  the 
Members  of  the  Cote-Droitio  perfifl  in  their 
declaration  of  taking  no  part  in  the  Confti- 

*  This  opinion-  would  be  a  very  jnft  one  applied  to  or- 
dinary laws,  and  made  in  tranquil  tirnes,  bccaufe  no  go- 
vernment, no  perfon,  has  an  inlereft  in  fupportirig  them, 
|3Ut  fo  far  as  their  execution  proves  that  they  are  jufl,  wife^ 
and  ufcful  ;  but  it  is  not  the  cafe  in  a  new  Conflitulion, 
produced  amidft  the  convulfions  and  ftorms  of  the  mofi 
violent  revolution.  Such  a  law,  however  defective  it  may 
be,  is  always  fupponed  by  the  vanity,  the  intered,  arid 
bv  all  the  power  of  the  fuccefsful  party 

tutional 
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tutional  Ad:,  was  known  when  M.  Malouet 
made  his  motion.  It  was  no  lefs  certain, 
that  the  Rcpubhcan  Party,  reinforced  by  the 
Clubs,  would  flrongly  oppofe  every  modifi^ 
cation  tending  to  the  re-eil:ablifliment  of  any 
Monarchical  principle  or  form.  In  this  ftate 
of  affairs,  the  Conftitutionalifts  not  feeling 
themfelves  fufficiently  powerful  to  ftruggle 
with  the  Jacobins  without  being  fupported 
by  the  Royalifts,  did  not  hefitate,  without 
informing  M.  Malouet,  to  abandon  the  plan 
which  they  had  concerted  v/ith  him.  He 
had  fcarcely  ftated  the  opinion  upon  which 
he  was  going  to  fpeak,  when  Chapelier  was 
the  firft  to  exclaim  againjl  the  hlafpheviy ; 
and  moved,  that  every  difcuffion  that  tended 
to  the  fmalleft  change  in  the  Conflitution 
fliould  be  formally  forbidden.  This  motion, 
being  fupported  by  all  the  Cote-Gauche,  and 
by  the  clamours  of  the  galleries,  was  imme- 
diately decreed,  and  compelled  M,  Malouet 
to  iilence. 

The  Deputation  charged  with  prefenting 
the  Conftitutional  Adt  to  the  King,  went  to 
the  Palace  on  the  3d  of  September,  at  nine 
o'clock  at  night,  amidfl  the  applaufes  of  the 
People,  and  efcorted  by  num.erous  detach- 
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ments  of  the  Parifian  National  Guard  and 
Gendarmerie.  They  were  received  in  the 
Council  Hall,  whither  the  King,  accompa- 
nied by  the  Minifters  and  feveral  other  per- 
fons,  had  come  to  wait  for  them.  In  de- 
livering the  Conftitution  to  his  Majefty, 
the  fpcaker  of  the  Deputation  [Thouret)  ad- 
dreffed  him  in  thefe  words:  *'  Sire,  The 
*'  Rcprefentatives  of  the  Nation  are  come 
*'  to  offer  for  the  acceptance  of  your  Ma- 
"  iefty  the  Conftitutional  A6t,  which  con- 
*'  fecrates  the  indubitable  rights  of  the 
*'  French  People,  which  maintains  the 
true  dignity  of  the  Throne,  and  wdiich 

**  regenerates  the  government  of  the  Em- 
it   •  j> 
*'  pux. 

The  King  made  the  following  anfwer,  and 
delivered  it  in  his  own  hand -writing  to  the 
Deputation:  '*  Gentlemen,  I  will  examine 

the  Conftitution  which  the  National  Af- 
*•  fembly  has  charged  you  to  prefent  to  me; 
*'  and  will  inform  them  of  my  refoiution 
*'  as  foon  as  the  time  required  for  the 
*'  examination  of  fo  important  a  fubjedl 

will  permit  me.  I  have  refolved  to  re- 
**  main  in  Paris;  and  I  fhall  give  fuch 
**  orders  to  the  Commander  of  the  Parifian 

♦*  National 
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^*  National  Guard  as  I  fliall  think  proper 

for  the  fervice  of  my  Guard." 

The  Deputation  then  returned  to  the  Af- 
fembly  to  give  an  account  of  their  miffion. 
They  reported,  that  during  the  whole  time  the 
King  appeared  with  a  fatisfied  countenance. 

What  we  faw/*  added  the  fpeaker;  *'  what 

we  heard,  every  thing  prognofticates  that 
**  the  completion  of  the  Conftitution  will 
**  alfo  be  the  conclufion  of  the  Revolu- 
"  tion." 

On  the  next  day,  Sunday,  the  Tuileries 
were  opened ;  the  infolent  orders  of  M.  de 
la  Fayette  were  at  length  taken  off,  and  fuch 
orders  as  it  pleafed  the  King  to  give  to  him 
fubftituted  in  their  place.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing an  immenfe  crowd  filled  the  Chapel  of 
the  Palace.    When  the  King  and  the  Royal 
Family  entered  to  hear  Mafs,  the  cries  of 
Vive  la  Nation  !  Vive  la  Conjlitution  I  Vive 
le  Roi,  poitrvu  qiCil  figne !  (provided  he 
fign)  were  the  only  attentions  which  this 
ftupid  multitude  had  the  brutality  to  pay 
their  Majefties.    Thefe  were  the  only  fenti- 
ments  which  thefe  good  Parifians  expreffed 
to  Louis  XVL  whom  they  had  been  hum- 
bling, infulting,  and  keeping  in  captivity 
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for  more  than  two  months.  Vive  le  Roi^ 
-  pourvu  qu'il  figne !  Was  not  this  faying 
in  other  terms :  Meure  le  Roi^  s'zl  ne  fignc 
pas.  Let  him  die  if  he  does  not  Jign  ? — - 
Thefe  regicide  clamours  will  be  an  eternal 
evidence  againft  tile  pretended  liberty  allowed 
the  King  in  the  acceptance  of  the  Confli- 
iution. 


CHAP- 
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biff  event  Counfels  given  to  the  King  on  the 
Acceptance  of  the  Conflitution — Alarm 
of  the  Leaders  of  the  Conflitution al  Party 
and  of  the  Minifers — They  perfuade  the 
King  to  determine  upon  the  fimplc  and  un- 
conditional Acceptance  of  the  Conflitution 
— View  of  the  Revolution,  and  of  the  State 
of  Parties— The  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghojl 
fuppreffed— Final  Difcujfion  of  the  Union 
■  of  the  Comtat  of  Avignon  -with  France-^ 
The  King's  Letter  to  the  Affembly,  in 
which  he  annoinues  that  he  accepts  the 
Confitution — Amnejly — Deputation  to 
the  King—His  Majeflfs  Anfwer—Info- 
lence  of  the  Affembly—  The  King  takes  his 
Oath—The  PrefidenVs  Speech  to  him-- 
Public  Rejoicings— Conference  at  PiU 
nitz—A  Letter  from  the  Princes  to  the 
Vol.  IV.  X    '  King 
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King— State  of  France  at  this  Period--- 
Dect-ee  againjl  the  Clubs— Violent  De- 
bates occajioned  by  a  Report  on  the  Fi- 
nances —  Deputations—  Speeches  —  The 
King  goes  to  clofe  the  Affembly  —  His 
Majejlfs  Speech— The  Prejident's  Anfwer 
— The  AJJembly  dijfolved* 


iH  E  determination  to  be  made  by  the 
King,  in  fuch  critical  circumftances,  was 
undoubtedly  of  very  great  importance.  All 
the  Minifters,  except  M.  de  Montmorin,  in- 
lifted  on  the  abfolute  necefTity  of  accepting 
the  Conftitution,  purely  and  unconditionally. 
They  owed  their  places  to  the  authors  of  it^ 
and  the  advice  which  they  gave  to  the  King 
often  favoured  of  their  gratitude  to  the  Con- 
ftitutional  Faa:ion.  Both  the  opinions  and 
intereft  of  the  leaders  of  that  Party,  Barnave, 
Duport^  d' Andre,  and  the  Lameths,  were  at 
this  time  different  from  thofe  of  M.  de.  la 
Fayette,  who  confidered  them  as  fatftious 
men.  They  were  however  much  more  fen- 
fible  than  he  of  the  dangerous  confequences 
of  their  fyftems,  and  would  have  been  very 
glad  to  lend  their  aid  to  every  modification, 
to  every  expedient  which  did  not  endanger 
their  popularity*    The  confequence  of  the 

King*s 
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King's  arreft  at  Varennes  had  opened  their 
eyes;  Duport  and  Barnave  hQc^ututXy  felt 
remorfe  with  melanchply  prefages  of  the 
future.    But  the  more  they  were  fufpeded  of 
having  returtied  to  Monarchical  principles 
and  to  fentiments  of  concern  and  refped:  for 
the  King  and  Royal  Family,  the  lefs  did 
they  dare,  at  this  decifive  period,  to  advife  a 
refiftance  which  they  thought  ufelefs ;  they 
therefore  wrote  to  the  Ki;ig,  that  whatever 
were  the  defeds  of  the  Conflitution,  his 
Majefty  could  neither  rejed:  nor  modify  it, 
and  that  his  fafety  required  his  pure  and  un- 
conditional acceptance  of  it.    The  Prince  de 
Kaunitz  was  alfo  of  this  opinion,  in  his 
confidential    correfpondence    with   M.  de 
Montviorin,     The  Emperor  Leopold  and 
his  Minifter  were  at  that  time  flruck  only 
with  the  afcendancy  of  the  Jacobins,  with 
their  intrigues,  and  their  manifeft  tendency 
to  Republicanifm.    The  Prince  de  Kaunitz 
perfedly  underftood  and  judged  rightly  of  the 
new  Conftitution.  He  detefted  its  principles, 
he  defpifed  its  authors,  and  never  mentioned 
them  in  his  correfpondence  but  with  indig- 
nation :  but  being  very  accurately  informed 
of  what  was  palling  in  France,  and  feeing 
that  unfortunate  Kingdom  divided  into  clubs 

X  2  of 


3^^  ANNALS   OF    Th£  [SEPT,i79f, 

of  Jacobins,  wliole  audacity  and  crimes 
were-  continiially^  iiVcreafing,  hfe  no  longer 
hefitated  to  confider  the  C on ftitiitidnai  Party 
lis  the  only  refuge  of  Royalty ;  for,  like  the 
Emperor,  he  was  very  far  from  having  any 
idea  of  engaging  in  a  new  war,  or  advifing 
'Loms  XVI.  to  meafures  that  might  lead  to 
it,  without  being  firft  afllired  -of  the  fuccefs 
of  the  negotiation  entered  into  by  his  Im- 
perial Majefly  to  unite  all  the  other  Powers 
of  Europe  againft  France;  and  of  thofe 
there  were  iome  who  wefe  by  no  means  de- 
cided upon'  entering  into  that  coalition. 

This  confidential  correfpondence  of  M.  de 
Montmorin's  fhould,  if  he  did  not  burn  it, 
be  ftill  in  exigence,  for  it  was  not  found 
among  the  papers  that  were  feized  at  hishoufe. 
It  explained  and  juf^ified,.  in  many  refpedls, 
the  weaknefs  with  which  he  was  reproached. 
He  ha^  even^  been  accufed  of  betraying  his 
unfortunate  mafter. 'i.'  J  am  not  afraid  to  fay, 
that  he  was  as  incapable  of  it  as  myfelf,  and 
I  truft  my  proofs  remain  not  yet  to  be  efta- 
l)lifhed ;  but,  acquainted  as  he  was  with  the 
difpoTitions  of  the  Foreign  Courts,  would 
he  not  have  deceived,  would  he  not  have 
betrayed  his  Majefly,  had  he  made  him  hope 
for  their  fupport,  had  he  infpircd  him  with 
1  "  a  con- 
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a  confidence  which  he  himfelf  had  not  ?--^ 
When  he  informed  me  of  the  opinion  of 
the  other  Minifters,  of  his  doubts,  and  of 
thofc  of  the  King,  I  anfwered  him  warmly, 
that  it  was  impoffible  the  King  (Iiould  accept 
a  Conftitution  that  dethroned  him.  He  faid, 
thqit  I  was  not  the  firil  who  had  given  that 
opinion,  and  convinced  me  of  it,  by  fliewing 
me  a  letter  which  the  Abbe  Jilaicry  had  writ- 
ten to  the  King,  and  in  which  that  ilkif- 
trious  charadler  painted  the  misfortunes  and 
the  crimes  of  the  Revolution  fandioned  by 
the  Conftitutional  Adt.  Rehgion,  the  Mo- 
narchy, property,  overthrown,  and  the 
King  delivered  up  to  the  poignards  of  the 
Factious,  if  he  fliould  thus  put  himfelf 
into  their  hands.  *'  Well  !  faid  I  to  him, 
'♦?what  can  be  oppofed  to  thefe  truths?**— 
^*  The  King's  arreft,"  replied  he,  "  and  the 

fentiments   manifefted    at    that,  period, 

fhowed  lis  to  what  a  height  the  people 
*'  are  intoxicated  with  this  Conftjtution, 

which  all  its  authors,   except  T^r^^^,  ^ 
*  ■  w^ould  now  abjure  if  they  dared :  befides,  the 
*'  King  dreads  above  all  things  appearing  in 

oppofition  to  the  National  willi,  and  be- 
'J  ing  drawn  into  a  civil  war.  The  opinion 
"  of  Prince  Kaunitz,  and  his  arguments, 
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*•  made  a  great  impreffion  upon  him.  The 
**  Abbe   Maury's   letter   has    taught  us 
*'  nothing;  it  is  not  reafon  we  want,  but 
**  power,    Malouet's  advice  is  not  lefs  im- 
*'  practicable*.    He  would  have  the  King 
**  comment  candidly  and  very  circumftan- 
**  tially  upon  the  defe(5ts  and  dangers  of  this 
**  Conftitution,  and  declare  that  he  accepts 
it  only  provifionally,  till  the  Nation  fliall 
"  finally  make  their  wifnes  known  by  new 
"  mandates  to  their  Deputies,  or  by  a  new 
convocation.  M<2/ow^i^'i  Memorial,  drawn 
up  in  the  fame  fpirit  as  his  Speech  upon 
**  the  Conftitutional  A(5t,  had  a  great  effedt 
**  on  the  King,  and  he  would  perhaps  have 
**  adopted  that  meafure,  if  M.  de  Male  flier  bes 
**  had  not  joined  with  me  in  fhowing  his 
'*  Majefty,  that  it  would  equally  irritate  the 
**  Conftitutionalifts  and  the  Jacobins,  who 
are  the  only  parties  at  prefent  that  poffefs 
influence,  while  the  moft  zealous  Roy- 
alifts,  perfecuted  and  powerlefs  in  the 
*'  Country,  or  alTembled  abroad,  cannot  be 
of  any  ufe  without  the  fupport  of  the 

*  M.  de  Alontmorln  had  been  charged  by  the  King  to 
confult  M.  de  Malejfjerbesy  M.  Le  Gouve,  and  M.  Ma- 
huety  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  Conflitution. 

Powers 
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*  '  Powers  whom  we  cannot  folicit,  and  upon 

w^hom  we  cannot  rely." 

I  reprefented  to  M,  de  Montmorin,  that 
of  whatever  weight  M.  de  Maleflierbes's 
authority  was,  I  could  not  be  of  his  opinion, 
unlefs  he  were  to  prove  to  me  the  reah'ty  of 
the  dangers  which  he  faw,  and  which  I  could 
not  fee,  in  M,  MaloueVs  advice ;  that  al- 
though an  abfolute  refufal  might  endanger 
the  King's  fafety,  it  was  different  with  re- 
fpec^t  to  a  provifional  acceptance,  upon 
grounds  which,  far  from  being  coniidered 
^s  an  offence,  would  clearly  be  an  homage 
paid  by  the  Monarch  to  the  Nation ;  that 
the  intoxication  of  the  people  was  but  tem- 
porary ;  that  to  demonftrate  to  them,  on 
their  own  experience,  that  the  new  inftitu- 
tions  were  the  fole  caufe  of  the  troubles  and 
the  anarchy  that  prevailed,  would  be  enough 
to  fober  them  ;  that  it  was  the  more  to  be 
wiflied  that  this  means  too  of  rectifying 
the  public  opinion  fhould  be  tried  as  the 
worfl  that  could  happen  was,  that  the 
Affembly  might  declare,  that  a  provifional 
acceptance  was  not  fufficient,  but  that  the 
King  was  held  to  accept  purely  and  uncon- 
ditionally ;  that  fuppofmg  they  fhould  dare 
to  pafs  fuch-a  Decree,  which  was  very  doubt- 

X4  ful, 
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ful,  the  King  would  but  be  placed  in  the 
fame  fituation,  and  would  not  have  to  re- 
proach himfelf  for  not  having  done  every 
thing  tliat  was  in  his  power  to  avoid  the 
dilafters  which  would  refult  from  his  accep- 
tance. 

'  M.  de  Montmorin  became  entirely  of  this 
opinion,  but  in  a  Committee,  held  a  few 
days  afterwards,  at  the  houfe  of  the  Keeper 
of  the  Seals,  Duport  and  Bar  nave,  alarmed 
at  the  violent  attacks  made  upon  them  by 
the  Jacobins  in  all  their  Journals,  and  even 
in  the  AlTembly,  where  Robefpierre  had  by 
name  den«>unced  them  as  traitors  to  the 
Country,  talked  of  fo  many,  and  fuch  great 
calamities,  if  the  King  fhould  decide  on  a 
provifional  acceptance,  and  the  Minifters 
were  fo  alarmed  at  it,  that  'they  prevailed 
upon  his  Majefty  to  accept  the  Conftitutional 
Ad:  purely  and  unconditionally. 

Thus  did  Louis  XVI.  confent  to  enter 
upon  the  fatal  agreement  of  executing  a  Con- 
flitution  which  in  itfelf  could  not  be  exe- 
cuted. His  pure  and  religious  heart  was -too 
well  known  to  leave  any  doubt  of  his  tak- 
ing the  oath  with  a  firm  rcfolution  of  being 
faithful  to  it,  or  of  his  being  capable;  of 
following  the  example  of  his  perfidious 

enemies. 
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enemies,  who,  while  they  were  fwearing 
fidehty  to  him,  as  well  as  to  the  Law  and 
to  the  Nation,  were  meditating  and  prepar- 
ing to  overturn  the  Throne,  enflave  the  Na- 
tion, and  annihilate  the  Laws.  Such  in  fadl 
was  the  known  plan  of  the  Jacobins,  at  the 
head  of  whom  at  that  time  were  Petion, 
Brijfot,  Condorcet,  Rohefpierre,  Camitle-^ 
Defmoulins,  Buzot,  and  others.  It  is  not 
irrelevant  to  explain  how  the  Conflitution- 
alifts,  who  had  founded  and  raifed  this  fed", 
were  entangled  in  their  own  nets,  when  they 
wifhed  to  feparate  from  them. 

Mirabeau,  the  ableft  of  thenvall,  in  fpite 
of  his  errors,  crimes,  and  inconfiftencies, 
wifhed  by  the  Revolution  to  gain  the  Mini- 
Ihy  for  himfelf,  and  liberty  for  the  people, 
but  leaving  tJie  Monarch  a  great  fhare  of 
power,  the  Nobility  their  rank  and  titles, 
'and  the  Clergy  the  means  of  fubfifting  with 
all  becoming  decency.  It  was  only  to  ren- 
der himfelf  formidable  or  neceffary,  that  he 
became  fometimes  the  leader  and  at  other 
times  the  follower  of  the  Fadious ;  but  he 
was  always  ready  to  oppofe  them,  and  only 
waited  till  the  Court  thought  proper  to  em- 
ploy him.  He  had  no  confidential  friends 
among  his  colleagues,  except  the  Duke  de 

Bit on  J 


314  ANNALS   OF   THE  [SEPT.1791. 

Biron,  the  Bifhop  of  Autun,  and  the  Count  de 
la  Mark,  All  the  others  were  his  enemies  or 
his  dupes.    The  Abbe  Sieyes,  who  detefted 
him,  and  who  like  him  hdd  in  contempt  all 
parties  and  fy ftems,  that  did  not  agree  with 
his  metaphyfics,  wifhed,  as  in  Poland,  for 
the  King  and  the  French  Republic:  no  No- 
bility, but  a  richly  endowed  Clergy,  pro- 
vided all  were  reformed  who  believed  in 
God.    His  haughtinefs,  fophiftry,  and  pu- 
ritanical air,  and  the  credit  he  had  for  great 
talents,  kept  the  Revolutionary  herd  in  awe, 
and  did  not  fuffer  either  the  Conftitution* 
alifls  or  Jacobins  openly  to  feparate  from 
him,  both  of  them  occafionally  requiring  his 
affi  fiance. 

The  real  fabricators  of  the  Conftitution, 
fuch  as  Target,  >  Thourety  lEmery,  DeJ^ 
meuniers,  dcc^  acknowledged  M.  de  la 
'Fayette  as  their  nominal  leader;  but  before 
the  King's  departure  for  Montmedy  they 
yielded,  whether  willingly  or  not,  to  the 
direction  of  the  Lamet/is y  Duport,  ^nd  Bar- 
nave,  all  enemies  of  M.  de  la  Fayette^  be- 
caufe  he  rivalled  them  in  popularity,  and 
counterbalanced  their  power  by  the  empire 
he  poircfTcd  over  the  hearts  of  the  Bourgeois 
of  Paris,  and  oyer  all  the  enthufiaftic  ad- 

mirers 
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mirers  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  of  which  he 
had  been  the  mover,  fo  true  is:.i5t{  that  popu- 
lar hefoes  conftantly  refemble  one  another  in 
one  particular,  which  always  makes  them 
enemies  when  it  does  not  unite  them  ;  the 
love  of  exclufive  power. 

The  King*s  arreft  formed  a  new  aera  in 
(he  Revolution,  which  may  be  regarded  as 
the  epocha  of  the  diforganization  of  all  the 
parties,  one  only  excepted,  which  reaped  an 
advantage  from  the  fall  of  the  others.  The 
Jacobins  having  endeavoured  in  vain  to  bring 
the  King  to  a  trial,  and  proclaim  France  a 
Republic,  turned  upon  the  Conftitutionalifts, 
who  oppofed  it,  drove  them  from  their  poft 
and  took  pofleffion  of  it  themfelves.  Briffot, 
who  was  then  the  foul  of  this  Club,  and 
the  chief  of  the  fee  ret  Committee,  who  di- 
rected its  operations,  judged  very  rightly 
that  the  jacobins  could  not  overturn  this 
weak  Conftitution  by  any  other  means  than 
by  adopting  it ;  and  that  it  was  by  declaring 
themfdves  its  guardians,  they  might  difcre- 
dit  its  authors,  and  fucceed  in  deftroying  the 
remainder  of  Royalty,  which  the  latter  had 
left  defencelefs. 

The  leaders  of  the  Conllitutional  Party 
feeing  themfelves  thus  attacked,  and  in  dan- 
ger 
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ger  of  being  foon  fupplantcd  by  the  mofl: 
ferocious  Revolutionifts,  divided  into  two 
feds  ;  one  of  them,  hoping  to  retain;  t^fee 
favour  of  the  popuhice,  preferved  the  ap- 
pearfince  and  language  of  the  Jacobins,  who, 
neverthelefs,  denounced  them  as  traitors ; 
the  other  party,  ftill  more  odious  to  them, 
fecrctly  attached  themfelves  to  the  King, 
without  adopting  or  propofing  any  meafurc? 
to  refcue  him  from  danger. 

M.  la  Fayette^  immoveable  in  his  re- 
fped"  for  the  rights  of  men,  and  in  his  con- 
jfidence  in  the  Conflitutional  attachment  of 
the  Pari fian  National  Guard,  thought  him»- 
fdf  in  a  condition  to  triumph  over  the  Re., 
pubhcans  aqd  v^hat  he  called  the  intriguers 
of  his  party, 

.  The  King's  arrefl  was  alfo  followed  by 
a  divilion  of  the  Royal  Party.  Some  were 
fpf  defending  hi$  ca.u.fe  to  the  lafb,  others 
tJbought  they  fliould  take  no  further  part  in 
the  determinations  of  the  Aflembly  j  butthi§ 
diHcrence  of,  opinion  had  produced  no  con- 
t-efl  or  bitternefs  in  the  Cote- Droit  ;  for  or^ 
iU([ important  quefljdns,  that  upon  the  two 
Chambers  excepted,  the  Cpte-Droit,  had 
beert]  alvvays  ^nanimou$i  fo  impoffible  was 
it i  for  ihe  ho^eft  .partifans;  of ,  a  mild.  Monar-- 
■n)i  -  .  chy. 
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chy,  as  well  as  thofe  of  -an  abfolute  . dne,  to 
fupport  the  principles  and  Revolutionary 
meafures  of  the  majority  of  the  ASkmhly.r, 
but  even  this  very  agreement  :of/:t1ie'.  Royal 
Party  as  to  the  fundamental  bafis  of  the  Mo- 
narchical Government  produced   no  .other 
eiBFect  on  the  multitude  than  that  of  marking 
them  all  as  the  partifans  of  defpotifin,  while 
their  difagreement  as  to  the  fyflem,  left  to 
none,  of  their  fub-divifions  the  confiflency 
<Jr  force  of  a  party.    Thus,  all  difapperfred, 
all  funk,  before  the  fanguinary  -cohort  of 
the  Jacobins,  who  were  already  fabricating 
'  in  their  Clubs,  the  catastrophes  of  the  10th 
of  Auguft,  the  2d  of  September,  &c.  &c. 
Their  determinations  each  day  acquired  a 
greater  degree  of  violence — to  their  war-cry 
The  Conjtitution  or  death,  they  had  added 
the  word  Equality.     To   familiarife  the 
people^s  minds  to  the  ideas  of  hatred  and 
vengeance,   they  confounded,   and  pointed 
out  all  their  adverfaries,  under  .the  denomi- 
nation of  eyiemies  to  Liberty  and  Equality, 
At  the  fame  time  they  fupported  .in  the  Na- 
tional AfTembly  every  motion  made  by  the 
members  of  the  Cote-Droit,  tending  to  ..its 
dilfolution,  becaufe  they  were  well  afTu.red 

that 
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that  their  fucceffors  would  foon  annihilate 
the  vain  phantom  of  Royalty  which  flood 
in  their  way» 

The  Conftitutionahfts  difpirited,  found 
themfelves  no  longer  able  to  hold  the  reins 
of  the  Revolution. 

The  pure  Royali/ls^,  deceived  by  the 
hopes  of  a  powerful  coalition  in  favour  of 
Louis  Xl^L  looked  forward  to  the  difTolu- 
tion  of  the  Affembly,  and  very  rarely  at- 
tended the  Sittings.  Several  of  them  were 
even  preparing  to  fet  off  for  Coblentz,  fliould 
the  King  accept  the  Conflitution. 

The  lejs  pure  Royalifts  denominated  Mo- 
narchiens\  and  MonarchiJiesXy  were  dif- 
gufted  at  the  adlive  part  they  had  taken,  and 
A^iewed  in  the  diflblution  of  the  Affembly, 
a  period  to  the  infults  and  menaces  which 
they  were  every  day  obliged  to  undergo. 
One  alone  among  them  highly  diftinguiflied 

*  Thofe  who  willied  for  the  ancient  Monarchy  and 
ancient  fyftem. 

t  Thofe  who  wifhed  for  the  New  Conftitutional  Mo- 
narchy, with  fomc  modifications  in  the  Conftitution. 

.    X  ^'hofe  who  wiOied  for  a  Monarchical  Government 
of  any  kind,  folidly  eftabliftcd.  - 

for 
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for  his  good  fenfeand  talents,  M.  de  Cler- 
mont-Tonnere,   forefeeing  that  the  fecond 
Affembly  would  be  flill  worfe  than  the  firll, 
was  willing  to  prolong  the  feffions  of  the 
prefent  Aflembly,  in  order  to  fuperintend  the 
trial  of  the  new  fyilem  which  they  had  efta- 
blifhed,  and  to  make  all  the  reforms  which 
experience  might  fhow  to  be  neceffary.  He 
fpoke  of  it  to  Barnave  and  to  Chapelier^ 
whom  he  thought  to  find  difpofed  to  fupporfc 
the  motion  which  he  propofed  to  make  to 
that  effed  •  but  they  advifed  him  againft  it. 
We  are  worn  out,"  faid  they,      vve  fhall 
be  driven  away  as  well  as  you  and  your 
party,  if  we  do  not  go  of  our  own  ac- 
cord.    It  is  only  in  our  Departments,  and 
by  occupying  places  under  the  Govern- 
ment,  that  we  can  henceforth  do  any 
good.'*    Thefe  Conftitutionalifls,  as  pre- 
fumptuous  as  guilty,  ftill  conceived  them, 
felves  to  be  perfons  of  importance.  Odious 
to  aJl  parties,  defpifed  by  every  honeft  man, 
and  authors  of  all  the  calamities  which  then 
defolated  France,  and  of  thofe  too  which  th6 
new  laws  would  introduce,  how  could  they 
conceal  from  themfelves  not  only  that  they 
were  no  longer  good  for  aught,  but  that  the 

general 
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general  indignau^n  would  purfiie  them  to 
the  oblburell:  retreats,  regardlefs  of  their 
barren  remorie  ? 

Such  is  the  exacl  pidure  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  of  the  flate  of:  the  different  par- 
ties in  France,  at  ,th€  period  in  -  which  the 
King  was  deliberating. on  the  acceptance  of 
the    Conftitutional    AO:.     Ten  days  had 
fcarcely  elapfed  - after  it  was  prefented  to 
him,  when  it  was  rumoured  that  his  Ma- 
jefly  had  agreed,  --.tp  the  pure '  and  uncondi* 
tional  .acceptance :  of  it.    This  nefvys ;  being 
confirmed,  M.  Defpremenil,  in  the  Sitting 
of  the  12th  of  September,  aflvcd  permiffion 
to  lay  on  the  table  the  declaration  of  a  very 
great  num.ber  of  his  colleagues  refpefting 
the  Conftitutional  Ad:.  '  Mofl  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  CoU' Droit  rofe  to  tefiify  their 
concurrence.     The  members  of  the  Cote^ 
Gauche  anfwered  the  requeft  only  by  burfts 
of  laughter,  and  difpofed  of  it  by  moving 
the  order  of  the  day,  the  fubjed:  of  which 
was  the  petition  of  the  people  of  Avignon, 
for  a  union  of  the  Comtat  with  France. — 
The  reporter  (M.  de  Menou,)  concluded 
with  propofing,  that  this  union  Hiould  be 
decreed,   indemnifying    the    Pope.  The 

Abbe 
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Abbe  Maury  y  prepared  with  a  multitude  of 
proofs  of  the  greateft  weight,  and  with  all 
the  power  of  his  talents,  oppofed  the  re- 
porter's propofal,  as  contrary  to  the  free 
wifhes  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Comtat,  and  undertook  to  prove,  by 
irrefiftible  documents,  that  the  Commiffi- 
oners,  fent  as  Mediators  to  Avignon,  had 
a6led  contrary  to  what  their  miffion  pre- 
ffcribed,  and  had  made  themfelves  accom- 
plices of  the  villains  who  were  ruining  that 
unhappy  country. 

In  the  following  Sitting,  before  the  debate 
Upon  the  affair  of  Avignon  was  refumed,  it 
was  obferveJ,  that,  as  the  King  and  the 
Prince-Royal  might  be  expected  every  mo- 
ment in  the  AfTembly,  it  would  be  right  to 
fettle  whether  the  order  of  the  Holy  Ghofl 
fhould  be  fuffered  to  exift,  that  the  King 
might  know  whether  to  appear  or  not  in  the 
blue  ribbon.  Upon  this  impertinent  motion 
it  was  decreed,  that  no  Frenchman  fhould 
wear  the  badges  of  any  order,  except  the 
mihtary  one,  {the  Croix  de  St,  Louis,)  but 
that,  neverthelefs,  the  King  and  Prince- 
Royal  lliould  be  privileged  to  wear  the  blue 
ribbon. 

Vol.  IV.  Y  After 
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After  this  the  Abbe  Maury  afcended  the  tri- 
bune, and  in  confequence  of  the  engagement 
he  entered  into  the  day  before,  to  prove  the 
treachery  of  the  Commiflioners  fent  to  Avig- 
non, he  read  in  their  prefence,  an  adt  of  ac- 
cufation,  written  and  figned  by  his  own 
hand,  in  which  he  defired  to  be  authorifed 
to  profecute  them,  on  his  own  refponfibiHtyy 
in  the  high  National  Court  at  Orleans,,  for 
having  been  guilty  in  the  exercife  of  their 
office,  of  the  mofl  iniquitous  partiality,  of 
the  mofl:  fhocking  abufes  of  confidence  and 
authority,  and  of  conftantly  aflPording  the 
moft  fcandalous  protedlion  to  all  the  bri- 
gands, &c.  fubmitting  himfelf,  in  cafe  his 
accufation  fhould  be  judged  ill-founded  to  , 
every  civil  reparation,  as  well  as  to  all  cofts 
and  expences.  The  recital  of  the  fa(5ls  upon 
which  thefe  accufations  were  founded,  and 
the  reading  of  the  papers  which  contained 
the  proofs  of  them,  were  often  interrupted 
by  clamours  and  infults  befto wed  upon  the 
fpeaker.  The  accufed  Commiffioners  an- 
fwercd  him  only  by  miferable  fubterfuges 
or  farcafms ;  but  powerfully  protecfted  by 
the  Cote-Gduche  and  by  the  Galleries,  they 
had  no  need  of  being  innocent  to  be  j  uflified, 

and 
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and  all  that  they  faid  in  their  defence  was 
loudly  applauded,  almoft  at  every  fentence. 
One  of  them  was  ftill  fpeaking  when  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  entered  and  gave  the 
Preiident  the  letter  by  which  the  King  an- 
nounced to  ^he  Affembly  his  acceptance  of 
the  Conftitution.  This  letter  was  couched 
in  the  following  terms  : 

**  Gentlemen, 

**  I  have  attentively  examined  the  Con- 
ftitutional  A(fl,  which  you  have  prefented 
for  my  acceptance ;  I  accept  it,  and  I  will 
caufe  it  to  be  executed.  This  declaration  at 
another  time  might  have  fufficed;  at  prefent 
I  owe  it  to  the  interefts  of  the  Nation,  I  owe 
it  to  myfelf  to  make  known  my  motives. 

**  From  the  very  outfet  of  my  reign  I 
have  been  anxious  for  the  reform  of  abufes, 
and  in  all  the  ads  of  the  Government,  I 
have  been  fond  of  taking  the  public  opinion 
for  a  rule. 

**  Various  caufes,  in  the  number  of  which 
we  muft  place  the  fituation  of  the  Finances, 
at  my  accefTion  to  the  Throne,  and  the  im-: 
menfe  expences  of  an  honourable  war,  for 
a  long  time  fuftained  without  an  increafe  of 

Y  2  taxes, 
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taxes,  had  created  a  coniiderable  difpropor- 
tion  -  betwecii  the  revenues  and  expences  of 
the  State.  Struck  with  the  extent  of  the 
evil,  I  not  only  confidei^,  how  it  might  be 
remedied,  but  I  felt  the  neceffity  of  pre- 
venting its  return.  I  conceived  a  plan  of 
fixing  the  happinefs  of  the  people  upon  a 
folid  bafis,  and  of  fubjeding  the  authority 
of  which  I  was  myfelf  the  depofitary  to  in- 
variable rules  j  and  I  called  the  Nation 
around  me  to  put  it  into  execution. 

*'  In  the  courfe  of  the  events  of  the  Re- 
volution, my  intentions  have  never  varied. 
When,  after  reforming  the  old  inftitutions, 
you  began  to  replace  them  by  the  firft  effays 
of  your  work,  I  did  not  wait  till  the  Confti- 
tution  was  completely  known  to  me,  before 
I  gave  my  affent  to  them.  I  favoured  the 
eilablifliment  of  its  parts,  even  before  I 
could  judge. of  the  whole,  and  if  the  difor- 
ders  which  have  accompanied  almod  all  the 
periods  of  the  Revolution,  too  often  affiicfted 
my  heart,  I  hoped  that  the  law  would  reco- 
ver its  force,  in  the  hands  of  the  new  autho- 
rities, and  that  as  you  drew-  near  to  the  end- 
of  .your  labours,  each  day  vvould  reftore  that 
refped  to  it,  without  which  the  people  can 

enjoy 
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enjoy  neither  liberty  nor  happinefs.  I  long 
cherifhed  that  hope,  and  till  it  forfook  me 
my  refolution  never  changed. 

Let  every  one  call  to  mind  the  period  at 
which  I  left  Paris:  the  Cchftitution  was 
nearly  completed,  and  yet  the  authority  of 
the  laws  feemed  daily  to  diminifli.  Public 
opinion,  far  from  being  fixed,  Was  fubdi- 
vided  by  a  multitude  of  parties  j  the  moft 
violent  opinions  alone  feemed  to  obtain  fa- 
vour ;  the  licentioufnefs  of  writings  exceed- 
ed all  bounds — no  authority  was  refpeded. 

I  could  no  longer  trace  the  general  will 
in  the  laws,  w^hich  I  faw  every  where  with- 
out force  and  without  execution.    I  mufl 
fay,  that  had  you  at  that  time  prefented  me 
with  the  Conftitution,  I  fhould  not  have 
thought   that   the  intereft  of  the  people, 
which  has  been  the  conflant  and  only  rule 
of  my  condud:,  permitted  me  to  accept  it. 
I  had  but  one  fentiment — I  formed  but  one 
plan — I  w^ifhed  to  withdraw  from  all  parties, 
and  to  know  what  was  really  the  wifli  of 
the- Nation. 

The  motives  by  which  I  w^is  guided  no 
longer  exifl.  Since  that  time  the  inconve- 
niences and  the  evils  of  which  I  complained, 
have  ftruck  you  as  well  as  me.    You  have' 

Y  3  manifefled 
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manifefted  a  will  to  eftablidi  order ;  you  have 
paid  attention  to  the  want  of  difciplinc  in  the 
army ;  you  have  feen  theneceflity  of  correcting 
the  abufes  of  the  prefs.  The  revifion  of  your 
work  has  placed  in  the  number  of  legal  re- 
gulations many  articles  which  had  been  pre- 
fented  to  me  as  Conftitutional.  You  have 
appointed  forms  for  the  revifion  of  thofe 
which  you  have  placed  in  the  Conftitution. 
In  fine,  I  no  longer  doubt  the  wifli  of  the 
People :  I  have  feen  it  at  once  manifefted  by 
their  attachment  to  your  work,  and  by  their 
adherence  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Monar- 
chical Government. 

*'  I  therefore  accept  the  Conftitution.  I 
engage  to  maintain  it  at  home,  to  defend  it 
from  all  attacks  abroad,  and  to  caufe  it  to  be 
executed  by  all  the  means  which  it  places  in 
my  power. 

**  I  declare,  that  knowing  the  attachment 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  People  to  the 
Conftitution,  I  renounce  the  co-operation 
which  I  claimed  in  the  work,  and  as  I  am 
refponfible  only  to  the  Nation,  none  elfe 
have  a  right  to  complain  of  my  renouncing  it. 

I  ftiould,  however,  not  fay  the  truth,  if 
I  affedted  to  perceive,  in  the  means  of  execu- 
tion and  adminiftration,  all  the  energy  that 
2  '  -  would 
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would  be  necefTary  to  give  motion,  and  pre- 
ferve  unity  in  all  the  parts  of  a  vaft  Empire ; 
but  as  opinions  are  at  prefent  divided  011 
thefe  fubjeds,  1  confent  to  their  being  left 
to  the  determination  of  experience.  If  I 
faithfully  ufe  all  the  means  which  have  been 
placed  in  my  hands,  no  blame  can  be  thrown 
upon  me,  and  the  Nation  whofe  intereft 
alone  ought  to  ferve  as  a  rule,  will  then  ex- 
plain themfelves  by  the  means  which  the 
Conftitution  has  referved  for  them. 

**  But,  Gentlemen,  for  the  fecuring  of 
Liberty,  for  the  lability  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion, and  for  the  individual  happinefs  of 
every  Frenchman,  there  are  interefts  con- 
cerning which  an  imperious  duty  prefcribes 
to  us  the  union  of  all  our  efforts.  Thefe 
interefts  are,  refped:  for  the  laws,  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  order,  and  the  re-union  of  all 
the  citizens.  Now,  that  the  Conftitution 
is  finally  decreed.  Frenchmen,  living  under 
the  fame  laws,  ought  to  know  no  other  ene- 
mies than  thofe  who  infringe  them.  In  dif- 
cord  and  anarchy,  we  fee  our  common  ene- 
mies. I  will  combat  them  with  all  my 
power.  It  is  neceftary  that  you  and  your 
fucceftbrs   fhould  fecond  my  efforts  with 

Y  4  energy ; 
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energy ;  that  without  meaning  to  fetter 
thought,  the  law  fhould  afford  protedlion  alfo 
to  all  thofe  who  fubmit  their  adions  to  it  j 
and  that  they  who  from  fear  of  perfections 
and  troubles  had  left  their  country,  (liould, 
when  they  return,  be  certain  of  finding 
fafety  and  tranquillity.  To  extinguifh  ani- 
mofities,  to  foften  the  evils  which  a  great 
Revolution  ever  brings  with  it,  and  in  order 
that  the  law  may  from  this  day  begin  to  be 
fully  executed,  let  us  confent  to  an  oblivion 
of  the  pafl,  and  let  the  accufations  and  the 
profecutions  which  have  arifen  from  the 
events  of  the  Revolution,  be  abandoned  in 
a  general  reconciliation. 

**  I  fpeak  not  of  thofe  who  have  been 
folely  adtuated  by  their  attachment  to  my 
perfon :  Could  you,  in  that,  confider  any  as 
guilty  ?  As  for  thofe,  who  through  ex- 
cefTes  in  which  I  might  perceive  perfonal  in- 
juries, have  drawn  upon  themfelves  the 
profecution  of  the  laws,  I  feel  in  refpeO.  to 
them  that  I  am  the  King  of  the  French. 

*'  (Signed)  Louis. 

Paris,  September  i^th,  1791. 

P.  S.    I  think,   Gentlemen,  that  I 
ought  to  pronounce  my  folemn  acceptance 
1  of 
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of  the  Conftitution,  in  the  very  place  where 
it  was  formed  :  I  fhall  confequently  to-mor- 
row at  noon,  come  to  the  National  Af- 
fembly.'* 


Cries  of  Vive  le  Rot !  Bravo  !  bravo  f 
accompanied  by  great  applaufes,  broke  out 
feveral  times  during  the  reading  of  this  let- 
ter, and  were  redoubled  at  the  fentence  in 
which  the  King  declared,  that  he  renounce^ 
the  co-operation  which  he  had  claimed  in 
the  -work  of  the  Conjlitution^  as  if  this 
tardy  and  forced  renunciation  of  a  co-opera- 
tion which  the  AfTembly  had  conftantly  and 
formally  refufed  to  his  Majefty,  although 
it  was  unanimoufly  prelcribed  in  all  the  in* 
ftrud:ions  to  the  members,  could  be  of  any 
vaUdity.  However,  the  Cote-Gauche^  en- 
chanted with  that  paragraph,  called  for  its 
being  read  again,  which  they  obtained  by 
repeated  cries  of  encore.  The  Hall  refounded 
for  fome  minutes  with  clappings  and  fliouts 
of  joy,  which  formed  a  very  ftriking  con- 
traft  to  the  dead  filence  which  reigned 
among  the  Cote- Droit. 

M.  de  la  Fayette  then  moved,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  King's  defire,  all  perfons  con* 
fined  on  account  of  his  Majefty's  departure, 

fhould 
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fliould  be  fet  at  liberty^;  that  an  immediate 
Hop  be  put  to  all  proceedings  relative  to  the 
the  events  of  the  Revolution  ;  and  that  theufe 
of  paffports,  and  all  temporary  reftraints  up- 
on the  liberty  of  going  and  coming,  as  well 
in  as  out  of  the  Kingdom  fliould  be  annulled. 
The  AfTembly  adopted  the  propofal  of  M,  de 
la  Fayette  by  acclamation,  and  appointed  a 
Deputation  of  fixty  of  its  members,  to  go 
immediately  and  prefent  this  Decree  to  the 
King,  and  exprefs  to  him  the  delight  they 
had  felt  on  hearing  his  Majefty's  letter  read. 
The  Keeper  of  the  Seals  left  the  Hall  amidft 
applaufes,  and  went  to  inform  the  King  of 

the  Deputation  that  was  coming  to  him.  

As  foon  as  they  had  fet  off,  the  Affembly, 
tranfported  with  rapture,  broke  up  the  Sk- 

The  Deputation  being  introduced  to  the 
King,  addreffed  him  in  the  following 
fpeech  : 

Sire,  The  letter  which  your  Majefty 
fent  to  the  National  Affembly  has  been 
read  to  them;  they  interrupted  the  read- 
ing of  it  by  repeated  applaufes,  which  alone 
can  exprefs  the  fentiments  with  which  the 
French  People  have  been  fo  long  animated 

for 
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for  their  Kings.  The  Aflembly  partake  your 
Majefty's  defire  to  extinguifli  all  animofities, 
to  put  an  end  to  all  diffentions;  and  being 
anxious  to  diftinguifh  this  grand  epocha  by 
all  that  can  render  it  folemn,  have  haftened 
to  pafs  a  decree  which  obliterates  every  trace 
of  a  Revolution  now  concluded.  They  have 
charged  us  to  bring  that  Decree  to  your 
Majefty,  and  here  it  is*.** 

The  King  heard  it  read,  was  greatly  af- 
fected by  it,  and  anfwered  with  an  air  of 
fatis  faction  :  "I  fhall  always  feel  it  a  plea- 
fure  as  well  as  a  duty  to  follow  the  will  of 
the  Nation  when  I  am  acquainted  with  it.  I 
am  fenlible  of  the  readinefs  with  which  the 
National  Aflembly  have  complied  with  the 
defire  I  exprelTed  that  they  (hould  pafs  an 
ad:  of  grace.  This  day  will  be  memora- 
ble  in  hiftory.  I  wi(h  it  may  put  an  end  to 
difcord ;  that  it  may  unite  all,  and  that  we 
may  be  but  one.  I  am  informed,"  added  the 
King,  that  the  National  Aflembly  have 
this  morning  pafled  a  Decree  relative  to  the 
Blue  Ribbon,  with  which  they  have  exclu- 

*  In  the  final  drawing  up  of  the  Decree  which  was 
adopted  the  folldwing  day,  the  revocation  of  the  Decree 
relative  to  the  Emigrants  was  exprefsly  paflTedk 

fively 
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lively  honoured  myfelf  and  my  fon.  As  I  never 
fet  any  other  vahie  on  this  decoration  but 
that  of  being  able  to  beftow  it  upon  others, 
I  am  determined  to  lay  afide  the  Blue  Rib- 
bon. I  requeft  you  to  inform  the  Alfembly 
of  my  refolution.** 

The  Queen  and  her  children  being  at  the 
door  of  the  Council-Chamber  where  the 
Deputation  was  received,  the  King  faid  t 
"  -There  are  my  wife  and  children  who  par- 
take my  fentiments."  The  Queen  advanced 
towards  the  Deputies,  and  with  her  own 
lips  confirmed  what  the  King  had  faid. 

Thefe  particulars  were  reported  the  day 
following  at  the  opening  of  the  Sitting  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  Deputation,  and  excited 
great  applaufe.  The  Aflembly  then  refumed 
the  debate  upon  the  affair  of  Avignon,  and 
concluded  by  adopting  the  reporter's  pro, 
pofal. 

The  Members  of  the  Cote-GoMche  very 
foon  manifcfted  that  the  joy  which  they  had 
fliown  on  hearing  the  King*s  anfwer  was 
not  conne<:T:ed  with  any  intention  favourable 
to  his  Majefly.  In  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
Blue  Ribbon  they  only  confidercd  the  anni- 
hilation of  an  Order  too  illuftrious  to  be 
within  their  reach ;  and  the  affedling  fenti- 

mcrit 
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ment  which  the  King  had  exprefTed  in  his 
paternal  wifli,     that  we  may  be  but  one,'' 
only  flattered  their  fooHfh  vanity.  They 
were  fo  ridiculoufly  elated  at  this  moment, 
that  the  Prefident  having  ferioufly  propofed 
to  the  AfTembly  to   decide  whether  they 
ought  not  to  keep  their  feats  while  the  King, 
who  was  expedled,  took  his  oath,  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Cote -Gauche  vociferated,  To  be 
fure  !  To  be  fure !  and  the  King  Jianding 
xmth  his  hat  off!    This  arrangement  was 
adopted,  amidfl  the  flioiits  and  clappings  of 
the  galleries,  in  fpite  of  the  remonftrances  of 
the  members  of  the  Cote-Droit,  When 
filence  was  reftored,  M.  Malouet  obferved 
that  there  was  no  circumflance  in  which  the 
National  AlTembly  in  the  King's  prefence 
did  not  acknowledge  him  as  their  Chief; 
that,  not  to  treat  the  Chief  of  the  State  with 
the  refped:  due  to  him,  was  a  flight  to  the 
Nation  as  much  as  to  the  Monarch.  He 
moved  in  confequence,  that  as  the  King  was 
to  take  his  oath  flanding,    the  Afl^embly 
fliould  alfo  hear  it  in  the  flime  attitude. 
This    obfervation   made  an  im.prefllori '  on 
many  Members  of  the  Cote-Gauche,  and 
the  motion  wculd  perhaps  have  been  de- 
creed, had  not  a  Breton  Deputy  {Languid 

nais) 
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nais)  cried  out  in  a  fhrill  tone,  that  he  had 
an  amendment  to  make  which  would  fuit 
every  body.  Let  us  decree,"  faid  he,  that 
M,  Malouety  and  whoever  elfe  pleafes,  fhall 
be  permitted  to  receive  the  King  kneeling, 
but  let  us  adhere  to  our  arrangement/'  This 
filly  jeft  had  its  full  effed: ;  they  who  were 
tickled  with  it  were  ftill  laughing  when  the 
King  entered  the  Hall  accompanied  by  all 
the  Minifters,  and  with  no  other  decora- 
tion than  that  of  the  Croix  de  St.  Louis. 

Two  chairs  of  the  fame  fize,  both  covered 
with  velvet,  wrought  with  golden  Jleurs-de^ 
Us,  were  placed  before  the  Prefident's  ta- 
bl6.  The  King  went  up  to  it,  and  placing 
himfelf  on  the  left  of  the  Prefident,  fpoke 
in  thefe  terms  : 

"   Gentlemen,    I   come   to  confecrate 
"  folemnly  here  my  acceptance  of  the  Con- 
ftitutional  Aa.   I  fwear,  in  confequence, 
to  be  faithful  to  the  Nation  and  to  the 
Law,  to  employ  all  the  power  delegated 
to  me,  to  maintain  the  Conftitution  de- 
"  creed  by  the  Conftituent  National  AfTem- 
"  bly*;  and  to  caufe  the  laws  to  be  exe- 

**  cuted 


*  The  King  at  this  moment  perceiving  that  he  was 

the 


SsPT.1791.]      FRENCH  RETOLUTION.  335 

**  cuted.  May  this  great  and  memorable 
**  epocha  be  that  of  the  re-eftablifliment  of 
*•  peace  and  union,  and  become  the  pledge 
**  of  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and  of 
*'  the  profperitj  of  the  Empire." 

The  Hall  for  feveral  minutes  refpunded 
with  the  cries  of  Vive  le  Roi,  during  which 
the  Minifter  of  Juftice  prefented  the  Confti- 
tutional  AO:  to  the  King  to  be  %ned,  and 
%ned  it  after  his  Majefly,  as  did  all  the 
other  Minifters. 

The  AlTembly,  who  had  rifen  during  the 
figning  of  the  Conftitutional  Ad:,  fat  down 
again  to  hear  the  Prefident*s  anfwer,  who 
Handing,  pronounced  the  firft  fentence,  but 
he  alfo  fat  down  with  the  moft  civic  familia- 
rity, when  he  faw  that  the  King  did  not 
rife  to  hear  him.  The  fpeech  which  he 
made  to  his  Majefty  was  as  follows  : 

France  was  opprefTed  by  abufes  which 
had  long  triumphed  over  the  good  inten- 

the  only  perfon  ftanding,  fat  down  and  continued  his 
fpeech.  This  dignified  motion  was  attended  with  a  ge- 
neral clapping,  nnixed  with  cries  of  Five  le  Roi.  Even 
they  who  had  juft  been  infulting  the  Royal  Majefty, 

feemedtobepleafedwiththeKing,  for  not  havir.g  fut- 
fered  it. 

tio.ns 


33^ 


ANJfALS  OF  THE         [Seft.  1791. 


tions  of  the  beft  of  Kings,  and  which  would 
for  ever  have  withflood  the  authority  of  the 
Throne. 

**  The  National  AlTembly,  the  depofitary 
of  the  wiflies,  of  the  rights,  and  of  the 
power  of  the  People,  have  re-eftablifhed, 
by  the  defl:ru(Stion  of  all  abufes>  the  folid 
foundations  of  public  profperity.  Sire,  what 
this  AlTembly  have  decreed,  the  National  ad- 
herence has  ratified  ;  the  mod  complete  exe- 
cution of  it  in  every  part  of  the  Empire  at- 
tells  the  general  aflfent ;  it  difconcerts  the 
feeble  projects  of  thofe  whom  difcontent 
has  too  long  blinded  to  their  own  interefts  } 
it  promifes  your  Majefty  that  you  fhall  no 
longer  wifh  in  vain  the  happinefs  of  the 
French. 

The  National  AlTembly  have  nothings 
more  to  delire  on  this  ever  memorable  day,  on 
which  you  have  confummated  in  its  bofom, 
by  the  moll  folemn  engagement,  the  accep- 
tance of  the  Conftitutionai  Royalty.  It  is  the 
attachment  of  the  French,  it  is  their  confi- 
dence, which  bellows  upon  you  this  refpec- 
table  and  pure  title  to  the  nobleft  Crown 
Upon  the  globe ;  and  it  is  fecured  to  you, 
Sire,  by  the  imperilhable  authority  of  a 
Confiitution  freely  decreed ;  by  the  invin- 
cible 
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vincible  force  of  a  people  who  felt  them- 
feives  worthy  of  liberty,  and  by  the  necef"- 
fity  there  is,  that  fo  great  a  Nation  fhould 
always  have  an  hereditary  Monarchy. 

'  **.  When  your  Majefty,  waiting  from  ex- 
perience a  knowledge  of  the  practical  ef- 
feds  of  the  Conftitution,  promifes  to  main- 
tain it  at  home,  and  to  defend  it  againft  all 
attacks  abroady  the  Nation  relying  upon  the 
juftice  of  their  rights,  upon  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  their  ftrength  and  courage,  and  upoi> 
the  fidelity  of  their  co-operation,  cannot 
perceive  abroad  any  ground  of  alarm,  and 
will  concur,  by  their  tranquil  confidence, 
to  the  prompt  fuccefs  of  their  Government 
at  home. 

^*  Ho\v  grand  in  our  eyes,  Sire !  how 
dear  to'' but  hearts,  and  how  fublime  in  our 
hifiory  muft  appear  the  aera  of  the  regenera- 
tion, which  gives  to  France  Citizens,  to 
the  French  a  Country,  and  to  you,  as  a 
King,  a  new  title  of  grandeur  and  of  glory, 
as  a  man,  a  new  fource  of  enjoyment,  and 
new  fenfations  of  happinefs." 

Nothing  was  heard  in  the  Hall  but  clap- 
ping and  cries  of  Vive  le  Roil  and  Bravo  I 
till  the  King  had  left  it.  The  AfTembly  in  a 

Vol.  IV.  Z  body 
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body  efcorted  the  King  back  to  the  Pakce, 
amidft  the  jbyous  fliouts  of  the  People,  ac- 
companied by  mihtary  bands  of  mufie,  and 
feveral  volleys  of  artillery.  During  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  the  Palace  and  the  gar- 
den of  the  Tuileries  were  filled  with  an 
immenfe  concourfe  of  citizens  of  all  condi- 
tions. The  King  and  Royal  Family  feveral 
times  fhewed  themfelves  at  the  windows,  to 
fatis fy  the  eagernefs  of  the  People,  who  de- 
'  monftrated  their  acknowledgment  by  the 
moil  animated  fhouts  and  clappings.  In  the 
evening  all  the  flreets  of  the  Capital  were 
illuminated,  as  they  had  been  the  night  be- 
fore. When  the  King  accepted  the  Confli- 
tution,  the  AlTembly  had  exprefsly  declared, 
that  the  Revolution  was  at  an  end.  The 
Parifians  good-naturedly  believed  it;  and 
the  idea,  that  they  were  at  laft  going  to  enter 
upon  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  profperity, 
of  all  the  happinefs  which  had  been  pro- 
mifed  them,  tranfported  them  with  joy. — 
The  AlTembly  ftill  further  confirmed  thefe 
flattering  hopes,  by  decreeing,  that  the  King 
Ihould  be  requeued  to  give  orders,  that  the 
Conftitution  ihould  be  folemnly  proclaimed 
in  the  Capital,  on  the  Sunday  following, 
September  18th,  and  in  all  the  Departments 

and 
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and  Municipalities  of  the  Kingdom,  on  the 
Sunday  after  the  day  on  which  it  fhould 
officially  come  to  their  hands ;  and  that  the 
happy  completion  of  it  fhould  be  every- 
where celebrated  by  public  rejoicings,  and 
by  the  liberation  of  all  prifoners  confined 
for  debt  contra  (fled  for  the  nurfing  of  their 
children,  which  debts  fhould  be  paid  out  of 
the  Public  Treafury. 

The  King's  brothers,  far  from  being  im- 
pofed  upon  by  thefe  illufions,  faw  in  the 
principles  of  the  New  Conftitution,  the  an* 
nihilation  of  Religion,  the  overthrow  of  the 
Monarchy,  and  the  violation  of  all  Rights, 
and  of  all  Property ;  and  in  the  confe- 
quences  of  thofe  principles,  the  impunity 
for  all  crimes,  the  defpotifm  of  the  bri- 
gands, and  the  total  overthrow  and  defola- 
tion  of  the  whole  Kingdom.  The  King 
alone  could  have  prevented  fo  many  calami- 
ties, by  exercifing  freely,  and  conformably 
to  the  unanimous  wifli  of  the  Nation,  the 
right  which  they  had  formally  acknow- 
ledged him  to  pofTefs,  in  all  their  inftruc- 
tions  to  their  Deputies,  according  to  which 
no  change  could  be  made  in  the  ancient  Con- 
flitution,  except  in  concert  with  his  Ma- 

^2  jefiy; 
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je%;  but  at  this  flital  period,  Louis  XVI, 
violently  Gripped  of  all  power,  of  every 
authority  whatever,  confined,  he  and  his 
family,  and  watched  in  his  Palace,  was  not 
fo  free  as  the  loweft  of  his  fubjedis,  and 
perceived  that  they  ftill  acknowledged  him 
as  King,  only  by  the  infults  and  threats, 
with  which  they  addrelTed  him  every  day,  to 
Ihew  their  hatred  to  Royalty.  The  Princes, 
as  much  alarmed  as  irritated,  at  feeing  the 
Royal  Family  in  fo  critical  a  fituation,  fire- 
noufly  exerted  themfelves  to  intereft  all  the 
Foreign  Powers  in  their  caufe,  and  to  prevail 
upon  them  to  adopt  the  only  determination 
that  could  deliver  the  King,  fave  the  Mo- 
narchy,  and  prevent  the   calamities  with 
which  the  Revolution  menaced  not  only 
France,  but  all  Europe. 

The  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Pruflia, 
having  at  this  period  to  fettle  between  them- 
felves fome  interefts  of  too  delicate  and  im- 
portant a  nature  to  be  adjufted  by  the  ufual 
diplomatic  modes,  thought  proper  to  dif- 
cufs  them  in  perfon,  and  agreed  for  that 
purpofe  to  meet  at  the  Caftle  of  Pilnitz, 
towards  the  end  of  the  month  of  Aueufl:. 
before  the  Emperor's  coronation.  Their 

Majefties, 
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Majefties,  being ..  warmly  urged  by  the 
Princes,  confented  to  take  alfo  into  confider- 
ation,  in  that  conference,  the  fubjedl  of 
their  reprefentations,  the  refult  of  which 
might  have  been  fo  advantageous  to  the  af- 
fairs of  France,  if  the  other  Courts  had 
been  lefs  tardy  in  adopting  the  EmperorV 
plan;  and  if  he  himfelf,  yielding  to  the. 
counfels  of  weaknefs,  miflruft,  or  falfe  po- 
litics, had  not  abandoned  it,  before  he  began 
to  put  it  into  execution.  This  plan  agreed 
entirely  with  that  which  his  Imperial  Majefty 
had  fettled  at  Mantua  four  months  before, 
except  the  changes  made  neceffary  by  the 
difference  of  the  King's  fituation  at  thefe 
junctures. 

The  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Pruffia  ar-. 
rived  at  Pilnitz  on  the  25th  of  Auguft.  His 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Count  d'Artois  arrived 
there  on  the  fame  day,  accompanied  by  MJ 
de  Calonne,  and  immediately  obtained  art 
audience  of  their  Majefties,  which  lafted 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  Baron  de  Spielmamiy  the 
Emperor's  Minifter,  M.  de  Bifchofswerder, 
the  King  of  Pruflia's,  and  M.  de  Calonne^ 
for  the  Princes,  fhould  be  commiffioned  to 
fettle,  and  draw  up  a  declaration,  to  be 

7^  3  figne4 
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%ned  by  their  Majeflies.  On  the  27th, 
after  dinner,  while  the  Emperor,  the  King 
of  Pruffia,  the  Eledor  of  Saxony,  and  the 
Count  d'Artois,  were  gone  to  Drefden,  the 
three  Minifters  met,  and  for  nearly  four 
hours  difcuffed  a  plan  of  a  declaration, 
which  M.  Spielviann  had  previoufly  drawn 
up,  and  to  which  M.  de  Calonne  made  fe- 
veral  objedlions.  In  the  evening,  after  the 
return  of  their  Majefties  and  the  Count 
d'Artoisy  his  Royal  Highnefs  and  M.  de 
Calonne  went  together  to  the  Emperor's 
apartments,  where  they  found  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  Marllial  de  Lacy,  M.  Spielmann, 
and  M.  Bifchofswerder.  There  was  no  other 
perfon  prefent  at  this  conference,  The  plan 
of  a  declaration  was  read  and  difcuffed.  The 
contefted  points  were  again  debated,  and 
their  Majeflies  confented,  on  being  urged 
by  the  Count  d'Artois,  to  admit  the  laft  fen- 
tence  which  M,  de  Calonne  had  propofed, 
as  more  adapted  than'  the  preceding  ones  to 
infpire  confidence;  it  was  alfo  agreed  by  a 
fecret  Convention,  that  « the  Emperor  and 
the  King  of  Pruffia,  fliould  each  furnifh 
twelve  thoufand  men  u^ak  the  frontiers  of 
the  Rhine,  as  ioo/ik  as;  pofTible,  to  fupport 
the  army  of  the  Emigrants,  and  to  demon- 

ilratc 
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flrate  unequivocally,  the  efFedual  protec- 
tion which  their  Majefties  were  determined 
to  grant  to  the  caufe  of  the  Princes,  while 
they  waited  the  concurrence  of  the  other 
Powers. 

The  declaration  figned  at  Pilnitz  by  the 
Emperor  and  by  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and 
delivered  by  their  Majefties  to  the  Count 
d'ArtoiSj  was  couched  in  thefe  terms  : 

*His  Majefty  the  Emperor,  and  his 
Majefty  the  King  of  Pruflia,  having  heard 
the   defires  and  the   reprefentations  of 
Monsieur  and  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
**  Count  d'Artois,  declare  conjointly,  that 
**  they  conftder  the  fituation  in  which  his 

*  The  Fadious  who  vver^  not  in  the  fecret  of  the 
general  plan  with  which  this  declaration  was  CQnne£led, 
concluded,  from  the  words  then  and  in  that  cafe,  with 
which  the  lad  fentcnce  but  one  of  this  declaration  be- 
gan, that  it  was  an  illufory  and  unmeaning  adl,  granted 
to  the  Princes,  witliout  any  intention  of  its  being  put  in 
execution,  and  merely  to  get  rid  of  their  importunities. 
In  faa,  it  is  certain,  that  the  declaration  of  Pilnitz  was 
not  executed;  but  that  was  only  becaufe  the  pure  and 
unconditional  acceptance  of  the  Conftitutional  A^:, 
which  had  not  been  expeded,  was  made  by  the  King,  in 
terms  that  gave  grounds  for  prefuming  that  his  Majcfly 
had  fincerely  and  voluntarily  confented  to  make  trial  of 
the  Nev/  Conftitution. 

Z  4  «  Majcftj 
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Maje%  the  King  of  France  is  at  prefent 
"  placed,  as  a  matter  which  concerns  the 
interell:  of  every  Sovereign  of  Europe. — ■ 
They  hope  that  that  intereft  will  not  fail 
**  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  Powers  whofe 
afliftance  is  required;   and  that  confe- 
*'  quently,  they  will  not  refufe  to  employ, 
*'  in  conjunction  with  their  Majefties,  the 
*'  moft  efficacious  means,  according  to  their 
*'  abilities,  to  put  the  King  of  France  in  a 
**  fituation  to  eilablifli,  in  perfed:  liberty, 
**  the  foundations  of  a  Monarchical  Go- 
vernment,  equally  agreeable  to  the  rights 
of  Sovereigns  and  the  welfare  of  the 
French;  then  and  in  that  cafe,  their  Ma- 
jefties  are  determined  to  ad:  promptly  and 
*'  by  mutual  confent,  with  the  forces  ne- 
cefTary  to  obtain  the  end  propofed  by  all 
*•  of  them.    In  the  mean  time  they  wijl 
*'  give  orders  for  their  troops  to  be  ready 
**  for  actual  fervice. 

Pilnitz,  Augufl  2']th,  1791. 
Signed  by  the  Emperor  and  the  King 
of  Pruffia.'* 

As  the  Princes  at  this  time  had  no  means 
of  correfponding  diredly  with  the  King, 
without  running  the  rifli  of  augmenting  his 

dangers. 
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dangers,  they  could  not  inform  him  of  this 
negotiation,  and  the  mode  they  took  to  make 
the  refult  of  it  known  to  him,  wa.s  by  a 
letter  they  caufed  to  be  inferted  in  feveral 
newfpapers  and  journals  *.  This  letter  made 
ai  great  impreffion,  but  unfortunately  the 
King  had  accepted  the  Conftitution  before 
that  letter  was  publiflied.  Not  that  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  the  counfels,  the  promifes, 
and  the  hopes,  which  the  Princes  gave  his 
Majefty,  would  ever  have  prevailed  upon* 
him  to  refufe  entirely  his  acceptance  of  the 
Conftitutional  A6t,  The  certainty  of  the 
dangers  which  fo  energetic  a  determination 
would  have  raifed,  muft  always  have  been 
enough  to  divert  the  King  from  it ;  but  it 
was  more  than  probable,  that  if  the  letter 
of  the  Princes,  and  the  declaration  figned 
at  Pilnitz,  had  been  known  before  the  Con- 
ftitutional  Adt  had  been  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  the  Affembly  might  not  have  in- 
fifted  fo  imperioufly  on  the  pretended  necef- 
fity  of  a  pure  and  unconditional  acceptance, 
and  might  have  thought  themfelves  happy, 
if  they  had  obtained  a  provilional  one, 
founded  upon  motives  drawn  even  from 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  xxiii. 
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the  King's  fituation,  and  conformable  to 
his  real  fcntiments,  and  not  upon  com- 
ments, of  which  the  confufion,  contradic- 
tions, flyle,  and  want  of  dignity,  clearly 
fhowed,  that  the  letter  which  contained 
them,  and  which  the  King  had  thought 
himfelf  obliged  to  fign,  was  no  lefs  foreign 
to  his  heart  than  that  which  was  fent  to  the 
Ambafladors  fome  months  before,  under  the 
name  of  M.  de  Montmorin.  Thofe  two" 
Conflitutional  papers  were  in  reality  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  fame  fadion. 

The  proclamation  of  the  Conftitutional 
Ad  was  made  at  Paris  on  Sunday  the  18th 
of  September,  with  great  folemnity.  The 
commencement  of  the  ceremony  was  an- 
nounced by  feveral  difcharges  of  artillery. — 
The  Mayor  fet  out  from  the  Hotel-de-Ville, 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  accompa- 
nied by  the  Municipal  Body  ;  a  numerous 
detachment  of  the  National  Guard  on  foot 
and  on  horfeback ;  heralds,  in  their  full 
dreffes,  and  a  band  of  muficians.  After 
snaking  the  proclamation  on  the  fteps  of 
the  Hotel'de-Ville,  at  the  Caroufel,  and  at 
the  Place-Vendome,  the  proceflion  went  to 
the  Champ-de-Mars,  where  the  fix  divifions 
of  the  National  Guard,  the  members  of  the 

Tribunals, 
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Tribunals,  the  Department,  the  Commit- 
tees of  the  forty-eight  Sections,  and  the 
Juftices  of  Peace,  were  previoufly  alTem- 
bled.  The  Mayor  placed  himfelf  upon  the 
Altar  of  the  Country,  and  at  the  fame  time 
there  was  a  difcharge  of  130  pieces  of  can- 
non. He  then  proclaimed  the  Confliitutional 
AO: J  amidft  the  clapping  of  the  fpe(5lators, 
and  cries,  a  thoufand  times  repeated,  of — 
Vive  la  Nation  ! 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  baloon 
loaded  with  Conftitutional  emblems,  rofe 
majeftically  from  the  middle  of  the  Champs^ 
Elifees^  and  palTed  diredly  over  the  town. 
At  night  the  illuminations  were  general; 
thofe  of  the  public  buildings  and  walks,  af- 
forded a  moft  magnificent  fped:acle.  The 
outer  walks  on  each  fide  of  the  Champs^ 
Elifees  were  ornamented  with  feftoons  of 
fmall  lamps,  hung  from  tree  to  tree,  from 
the  Place  Louis  XV,  to  VEtoile,  The  inner 
parts  of  thefe  fields  were  alfo  illuminated^ 
and  at  certain  diftances  were  feen  amphithe- 
atres, filled  with  muficians.  M.  de  la  Fayette 
made  his  appearance  at  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
accompanied  by  his  Aide-de-Camps,  gather- 
ing the  popular  homage  which  the  fincerity 

of 
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of  his  devotion  to  the  New  Conftitution 
merited.  The  King,  the  Queen,  the  Dau- 
phin, and  Madame  Roy  ale,  arrived  fome 
moments  after  M.  de  la  Fayette.  Their  car- 
riage was  foon  furrounded  by  an  immenfe 
concourfe  of  fpe^lators  of  all  claffes,  and 
the  Champs- Elijees  rung  for  nearly,  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  with  the  fhouts  of  Vive  le 
Roi !  fometimes  mingled  with  thofe  of 
Vive  la  Reine  !  Vive  la  Nation  !  Vive  la 
Liberie  !  Vive  la  Fayette! 

Among  thofe  who  cried  Vive  le  Roi  !  fe- 
veral  were  feen  endeavouring  to  conceal  their 
tears,  and  their  countenances  exprelTed  a 
melancholy  foreboding  :  in  general,  among 
the  People,  that  lively  and  free  gaiety  by 
which  they  ufually  difplayed  their  content, 
was  not  to  be  found  ;  the  muficians  in  vain 
played  the  patriotic  airs  mofl:  adapted  to  in- 
fpire  the  fong  and  dance ;  nobody  fung,  no- 
body had  a  defire  to  dance.  The  People  did 
pothing  but  run  from  one  public  edifice  to 
another,  to  fee  illuminations,  and  they  mif- 
took  for  joy  what  in  reality  was  foolery.  In 
fa^t,  what  was  there  in  this  Conftitutional 
A61,  proclaimed  with  fo  much  magnificence, 
to  delight  the  People  of  the  Cajpital  ?  They 

had 
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had  never  been  fubied  to  tithes  or  feudal 
fervices,  and  of  courfe,   their  fupprefTion 
was  a  matter  of  indifference  as  it  regarded 
them.    The  metaphyseal  declaration  of  the 
Rights  of  Man  and  of  a  Citizen,  the  dif- 
tindiion  of  three  powers,  with  their  refpec- 
tive  attributes,  &c.  &c.  were  to  them  words 
without  ideas.     What  could  they  make, 
even  of  the  dogmas  of  the  fovereignty  of 
the  People  and  political  Liberty,  after  they 
had  been  fired  upon  in  the  affair  of  the 
Chavip'de-Mars  ?   For  two  years  they  had 
been  made   to  fing   (^a  ira,       ira ;  but 
every  thing  went  from  bad  to  worfe,  and 
the  time  when  the  Affembly  concluded  this 
fatal  Conftitution,  without  permitting  the 
King  to  propofe  any  alteration  in  it,  was  a 
period  of  diforder  and  anarchy  throughout 
the  Kingdom,  notwithftanding  the  effron- 
tery with  which  the  Prefident  (Thouret)  had 
afferted,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  King,  that  the 
mojl  complete  execution  of  the  ConJiitU' 
tional  Decrees  in  every  part  of  the  Empire y 
attejled  the  general  affent. 

Where  then  was  that  pretended  complete 
execution  to  be  found  ?  Was  it  at  Toulon, 
in  the  midft  of  the  dead  and  wounded,  who 
bad  been  fired  at  before  the  eves  of  the  Di- 

re(5tpry 
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redory  and  Municipality  ?  Was  it  at  Mar- 
feilles,  where  two  gentlemen  had  been  maf- 
facred  with  impunity,  under  the  common 
pretext  of  ariftocracy  ?  Was  it  at  Aries, 
which  was  in  a  flate  of  infurredtion,  and 
upon  the  point  of  being  befieged  ?  Was  it 
at  Bayeux,  where  the  Abbe  Fauchet,  the 
Conftitutional  Bifliop,  decreed  to  be  arrefted 
and  profecuted,  even  by  order  of  the  Na- 
tional Affembly,  had  received  triumphal  ho- 
nours, and  was  deputed  to  the  next  Legif- 
Jature?  Was  it  atBlois,  where  the  Comman- 
dant, devoted  to  death,  for  attempting  to 
execute  the  Decrees,  had  been  compelled  to 
fend  away  a  faithful  regimxCnt,  and  fubmit  to 
a  revolted  battalion  which  was  protected  by 
the  Club,  the  Municipality,  and  the  National 
Guard  ?  Was  it  at  Nifmes,  where  the  regi- 
ment of  Dauphine,  when  quitting  the  city  by 
order  of  the  Minifter,  had  been  detained  in 
it  by  order  of  the  People,  and  of  the 
friends  of  the  Conjitution,  who  fome 
months  before  had  aflifled  them  to  get  rid  of 
their  Officers  ?  Was  it  at  Touloufe  where, 
in  fpite  of  the  decrees,  the  Adminiftrative 
Bodies  had  ordered  all  the  priefls,  who  had 
not  taken  the  oath,  to  leave  the  city  in  three 
days,  and  to  remove  to  four  leagues  diftance 
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from  it?  Finally,  was  it  in  the  pavment  of 
the  taxes;  in  refpea:  for  property;  in  the 
payment  of  the  manerial  rents  not  fupprelTcd  ; 
in  the  toleration  of  the  Roman  Catholics  ; 
in  the  return  of  public  and  private  fafety; 
in  the  energy  of  the  police  ;  in  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  courts  of  juftice  ;  in  the 
fubordination  of  the  army  ;  in  the  liberty  of 
opinions ;  in  fubmiffion  to  the  legal  power 
of  the  Departments  and  Municipalities  ;  in 
obedience  to  the  fecondary  conftituted  autho- 
rities, or  to  the  chief  of  the  Executive 
Power,  &c,  ? 

Thefe  doubtlefs  are  circumflances  which 
ought  to  have  exifted,  to  juftify  the  affer- 
tion  of  the  Prefident,  and  to  manifeft  the 
advantages  of  the  New  Conftitution  ;  but 
the  contrary  every  where  was  the  cafe  at 
that  very  moment,  and  confequently  the  Pre- 
fident was  an  impoftor,  and  the  Conflitution 
but  a  code  of  infurredtion  and  anarchy. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  France,  when  it 
pleafed  the  Affembly  to  fee  in  the  King's  ac- 
ceptance of  the  Conftitutional  Ad,  the  pe- 
riod of  the  Conftituent  Power  which  they 
had  arrogated  to  themfclves.  They  there- 
fore modeftly  refumed  their  fundlions  pure- 
ly legiilative,   and  occupied  themfelves  in 

expe- 
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expediting  the  different  reports  with  which 
their  Committees  were  charged.  They 
finally  fixed  the  30th  of  September  as  the 
day  of  their  diffoliition,  and  decreed  the 
fuppreffion  of  the  High  National  Court 
provifionally  eftablifhed  at  Orleans,  now 
rendered  vifelefs  by  the  amnefly  granted  for 
all  offences  relative  to  the  Revolution,  the 
crime  of  having  proteffed  againff  it  being 
the  only  one  regarded  as  unpardonable, 
and  the  Affembly  decreed,  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  Adrien  Duport,     That  all  perfons 

who  had  %ned  any  papers,  whofe  objedl 
*  *  was  to  declare,  that  the  Conftitution  accept^ 

ed  by  the  King  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as 
**  the  law  of  the  Kingdom,  and  binding  upon 
**  every  Frenchman,  fhould  be  incapable 
*•  of  holding  any  office  civil  or  military i 
*'  and  if  employed,  fhould  be  difmiffed, 
*'  unlefs  they  retraded  the  faid  declarations 
*'  within  a  month,   and  took  the  civic 

oath." 

The  decrees  without  number,  which 
were  made  during  the  iaft  Sittings,  were 
almoft  all  of  them  adopted '  without  dif- 
cuffion  *,  and  upon  the  bare  propofal  of  the 

reporter. 


*  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  citing,  among  the  moft 

re*- 
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reporter.  The  only  ones  which  gave  place 
to  fome  debates  were;  ifl:.  That  by  which 
the  Affembly  again  feizing  the  Conftituent 
Power,  but  only  in  refpecSl  to  the  Colonies, 
decreed,  upon  the  report  of  Barnavey  that 
their  Exterior  Government  fhould  be  excki- 
fively  regulated  by,  the  Legiflative  AfTembly, 
with  the  King's  fandion,  and  that  the  laws 
concerning  the  fit  nation  of  perfons  not  free, 
and  the  political  fituation  of  people  of  co- 
lour, and  free  negroes,  as, well  as  the  re- 
gulations relative  to  the  execution  of  the 
faid  laws,  fhould  be  made  by  the  Co- 
lonial Aflemblies,  executed  provifionally 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Governors, 
and  fent  to  receive  the  King's  farid:ion,  all 
anterior  Decrees  notwithftanding,  &c.  &c. 
September  24th. 

2dly,  The  Decree  by  which  the  AfTembly, 
acknowledged  the  immenfe  fervice?  which 

remarkable,  tliat  which  coacerned  the  police  and  juC 
tice,  in  the  ports,  and  arfenals;  that  which  oi-ganized 
the  Comtat  of  Avignon  ;  that  relating  to  the  Notaries  of 
Paris,  and  to  the  reimburfement  of  all  the  Royal  Nota- 
ries ;  that  which  admitted  the  Jews  to  all  the  rights  of 
an  adive  citizen,  on  condition  of  taking  the  civic 
oaths  and  a  great  many  of  the  articles  of  the  penal 
code. 


Vol.  IV.  A.  a  the 
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the  Clubs  had  rendered  to  the  Revolution 
but  confidering  the  dangers  of  their  undue 
popularity ;   of  their  affiliations  ;  of  their 
correfpondence ;  of  their  journals  ;  of  the 
exaggerations  of  their  zeal,  &c.  &c.  diverted 
them  of  all  political  exigence,  forbade  them 
all  interference  whatever,  whether  by  ac- 
tion or  infpedion,  with  the  adls  of  the 
Conftituted  Powers  and  the  legal  authori- 
ties, and  decreed,  that  they  fhould  not  under 
any  pretext,  aflume  a  colledlive  name,  either 
to  form  petitions  or  deputations,  in  attend- 
ing public  ceremonies,  or  for  any  other  ob- 
je<5t,  under  pain  of  being  profecuted  by  the 
Procureurs-Generaux-Syndics  of  the  Depart- 
ments, of  being  condemned  by  the  tribunals 
^  to  be  flruck  out  for  two  years  from  the  civic 
lift,  and  of  being  declared  incapable  of  ex- 
crcifing  any  public  office  during  that  time, 
Robefpierre,  fliocked  at  the  perfidy,  in^ 
gratitude,  and  machiavelifm  of  this  Decree, 
fhouted,  and  the  patriots  of  the  Galleries 
partook  his  indignation  as  violently  as  he 
could  defire.    So  ferious  a  blow  aimed  at  the 
high  p6wer,  whjch  awaited  him  in  the  Ja- 
pobin  Club,  and  which  was  fo  amply  to 
compenfate  the  ceflation  of  his  Legiflative 
and  Conflitutional  fundions,   was  in  his 

eyes 
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eyes  a  manifeft  violation  of  the  Conjtitu- 
tion  ;  a  horrid  infringement  of  Liberty  ; 

'    of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  People ;  the  idea 
of  breaking  fo  precious,  fo  neceffary  an  in^ 
flrument  as  the  Popular  Societies  had  been, 
and  Jiill  wtre,  could  only  have  been  con-- 
ceived  by  an  enemy  to  the  Country ;  and 

■  the  calumnies  which  zoere  lavifhed  on  them^ 
were  the  petty  means  commonly  ufed  by 
noted  petty  fpirits,  who  zoere  at  once  the 
difgrace  and  fcourge  of  Revolutions.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  declamations  and  abufes, 
the  'Affembly,  by  a  great  tnajority,  adopted 
the  Decree  propofed  by  the  Committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  to  difcufs  the  fa- 
mous report  concerning  the  public  and  Na- 
tional education,  drawn  up  in  the  name  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Conftitution,  by  the 
late  Bifhop  of  AtUun  was  not  attended  to. 
As  the  moft  rapid  examination  of  fo  vo- 
luminous a  plan,  would  take  up  many  more 
Sittings  than  there  remained  for  the  Affem- 
bly to  devote  to  it,  they  refolved  to  leave  it 
for  the  fucceeding  Legillature,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  reprefentations  of  the  author,  and 
the  redudlions  to  which  he  confented.  From 
this  plan  were  afterwards  formed  the  Na- 

A  a  2  tional 
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tional  Inftitute,  the  Primary  Schools,  the 
Schools  of  the  Diftrid,  the  Central,  Spe- 
cial, and  Normal  Schools,  and  all  that  Re- 
volutionary nomenclature,  by  means  of 
which  rtiiferable  fchools  of  irreligion  and 
Jacobinifm  have  been  fubftituted  for  good 
colleges. 

The  Affembly  were  approaching  the  mo- 
ment of  their  dilTolution,  and  for  fome  days 
the  Capital  and  the  Pj-ovinces  were  over- 
whelmed with  pamphlets  and  placards,  in 
which  they  were  called  upon,  in  a  very  high 
tone,  to  give  in  their  accounts.  They  could 
not  certainly  be  called  upon  for  an  account 
of  cafh,  as  they  had  not  had  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Treafury,  but  as,  fmce  Mr. 
Necker's  retreat,  they  had  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  the  whole  xA.dminiftration  of  the 
Finances,  they  could  be  called  upon,  like 
other  Officers  of  Government,  for  an  ac- 
count of  their  Adminirtration.  Although 
they  were  exempt  from  refponfibility  in  the 
exercife  of  the  Legiflative  Power,  they  could 
not,  without  an  extreme  abfurdity  unknown 
among  civilized  Nations,  pretend  to  the 
iame  prerogative  in  thofe  cafes  in  which  they 
had  interfered  with,  and  taking  upon  them 

the 
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the  fundlions  of  either  the  Executive  or  Mi- 
nifierial  Power.  What  fecurity  in  fad:  could 
there  be  for  the  public  monies,  or  for  pri- 
vate fortune,  in.  a  State  in  which  Reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  Nation,  afiembled  as  a  Le- 
giflative  Body,  fhould  be  authorifed  by  that 
title  to  eftablifh  what  taxes  they  judged 
proper,  and  expend  the  produce  of  them  at 
their  pleafure,  without  being  fubje(5l  to  any 
refponfibility  or  account  ?  At  leaft  then,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  AfTembly  to  prefent  the 
Nation  with  an  authentic  and  comparative 
ftatement  of  the  condition  in  which  they 
had  found  the  Finances,  and  that  in  which 
they  left  them ;  and  fuch  was  the  objedt. 
of  the  motion  made  by  the  Abbe  Maury 
in  the  Sitting  of  the  28th  of  September, 
which  the  members  of  the  Cote^Droit  had 
attended  in  very  great  numbers  to  fupr 
port.  He  moved  for  the  execution  of'  the 
Decree  of  the  14th  of  February  preceding, 
enading,  that  the  AfTembly  fhould  not  fe^ 
parate  till  they  had  delivered  in  their  ac- 
counts. He  offered  to  prove,  that  the  ac- 
count which  M.  de  Montefquiou  had  read 
fome  days  before,  as  his  own  private  per- 
formance, which  was  not  avowed  by  the 

Aa  3  Com- 
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Committee  of  Finances,  and  not  difcuffed 
by  the  Aflembly,  was  but  a  fabrication,  a 
tiiTue  of  impoftures^,  and  could  not  confe- 
quently  difcharge  the  engagement  into  which 
the  Ail'embly  had  entered. 

This  motion  created  a  dreadful  tumult.—* 
The  Abbe  Maury  was  interrupted  at  almoft 
every  word,  by  cries  of,  To  the  ordei'  of  the 
day!  Hold  your  tongue!  Down,  down! 

*  A  writer  equally  eflimable  for  his  talents  and  his 
opinions  (M.  BergaJJe)  publilhed  fome  preliminary 
obfervations  on  the  pretended  account  read  to  the  Aflem- 
bly  by  M.  de  MoniefqiuQUy  and  removed  in  this  firft 
Sketch  fome  ferious  errors.  He  proved,  for  example, 
that  M.  AmeUty  and  the  Committee  of  Alienation  had 
fiated  only  at  2,452,227,758  livres,  the  eftimate  of  the 
National  property  fold  and  to  be  fold,  including  the 
woods  and  forefts  declared  unalienable  ;  and  that  in  Sep- 
tember, M.  de  Montefquiou  ftated  the  value  of  the  fame 
property  at  2,900,080,082  livres  without  including  the 
woods  and  forcfts,  with  which,  according  to  his  ftate, 
ment,  they  formed  a  capital  of  three  thoufand  three 
hundred  millions ;  from  which  there  appeared  a  dif- 
ference of  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight  millions  be- 
tween the  two  account?.  He  proved  as  clearly  an  error 
of  more  than  a  thoufand  millions  exaggerated  upon  fix 
articles  of  extraordinary  receipts;  he  annoit-nced  at  the 
fame  time,  that  ftill  ftranger  confeqiiences  were  to  be 
expedted,  when  he  difcuffed  M.  de  Moniejqulou' s  account 
more  minutely. 

Get 
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Get  out  of  the  Tribune  !  To  the  Abbaye !  The 
groffefl  invedlives  were  poured  forth  upon 
him,  as  well  as  upon  the  members  of  the 
Cote -Droits  who  fupported  his  motion,  and 
were  continually  repeating  deliver  in  your 
accounts  !  Adrien  Duport  maintained,  in  a 
long  fpeech,  which  was  often  interrupted  by 
the  murmurs  of  the  Cote-Droit,  that,  as  the 
Aflembly  had  not  the  management  of  the 
monies,  they  were  not  liable  to  account.— 
The  expences,  of  whatever  nature  they 
were,"  faid  he,  have  been  regulated  by 
"  Decrees,  and  the  application  of  the  dif- 

ferent  fums  has  been  alfo  made  by  De-  » 
crees.    This  is  the  only  fhare  which  the 
National  Affembly  have  taken  in  this 
*'  eflential  part  of  the  Adminiftration.*' 

Was  not  this  confeffion  the  plainefl:  ac* 
knowledgement  poffible,  that  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  the  Finances  had  been  entirely 
and  exclufively  exercifed  by  the  AfTembly, 
and  that  confequently,  it  was  only  from 
them  that  accounts  relative  to  that  Admini- 
ftration  could  be  demanded,  except  fuch  as 
the  Cafhier  and  Commiffioners  of  the  Trea- 
fury  were  bound  to  render  ?  However,  after 
a  long  and  indecent  debate,  the  motion  of 
the  Abbe  Maury,  being  confidered  as  Coun- 

A  a  4  ter» 
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ter-Revolutionary,  was  rejeded  for  the  order 
of  the  day. 

In  fad-,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  if 
thefe  accounts  had  been  accurately  flatcd, 
the  Nation,  feeing  that  the  AiTembly,  in- 
ftead  of  covering,  as  they  ought  and- could 
fo  eafily,  the  old  deficit  of  the  Finances, 
had  enormoufly  increafed  it  by  fquandering 
and  peculation,  would  have  been  exafperated 
at  their  Reprefentatives,  for  the  abufe  of 
their  powers,  would  at  lafi:  have  had  their 
eyes  opened  to  their  quackery  and  ignorance, 
would  have  detefted  their  work,  and  abjured 
their  extravagant  Conftitution,  which  vio- 
lated or  endangered  all  rights  and  all  pro- 
perty, and  left  the  creditors  of  the  State  no 
other  fecurity  than  a  fine  phrafe  *,  and  thou- 
fands  of  millions  of  Affignats,  the  mort- 
gage for  which  was  daily  confumed  by  the 
Revolution.  -  The  Abbe  Maury's  motion, 
viewed  in  this  light,  muft  doubtlefs  appear 
very  Counter-Revolutionary, 

A  Te  Deum  however  was  chanted,  with 
the  greatefl  folemnity,  on  Sunday  the  25th 

.  *  ,We,.n)ay  remember  that  the  Order  of  the  Tiet's, 
liaving  conftituted  themfelves  into  a  National  Airembly, 
in  the  Tennis-Court  at  Verfailles,  gave  the  creditors  of 
the  State  the  Jafegnard  of  the  French  probity. 

of 
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of  September,  in  the  church  of  Notre^ 
Dame,  2iS  a  thankfgiving  for  the  finifhing 
and  acceptance  of  this  Conftitution.  On  the 
fame  day  the  King,  wifhing  fo  give  a  new 
opporttmity^  to  "pubhc  rejoicing,  caufed  the 
Tuileries  and  thtX^hamps-ElifeeSy  to  he  il- 
iuminated-  at  his  own  expencev  with  lliill 
greater  magnificence  and  tafte  than  they  had 
been  the  preceding  Sunday,  His  Majefty, 
when  he  announced  this  intention  to  the 
MJyor  of  I'aris,  fent  him  from  himfelf  and 
the  Qneen,  50,000  hvres,  to  be  diftributed 
among  the  poor  of  the  Capital.  The  King 
was  determined  not  to  confine  himfelf  to 
a6lions  of  which  the-  fincerity  might  be  fuf- 
pe6ted.  Religioufly  faithful  to  his  oath, 
Re'  as  fincerely  fet  about  the  means  of  cauf- 
ing  the  Conil:itutional  A(5l  to  be  executed, 
as  if  he  had  accepted  it  moft  freely.  His 
Majefby  made  known  his  fentiment  in  this 
refped:  by  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  ad- 
drelTed  the  Conflituted  Authorites,  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  and  the  Citizens  of  every  clafs 
and  party,  with  invitations  and  coilnfels,  re- 
plete with  wifdom,  tending  to  infpire  dif- 
pofitions  mofl  favourable  to  the  eflablifli- 
nient  and  trial  of  the  new  fyflem. 


30,3  ANNALS  OF  THE        [Sept.  1791. 

At  length  the  laft  Sitting  of  this  Affembly,, 
which  had  now  exifted  two  years  and  four 
months,  opened  on  the  30th  of  September. 
The  AlTembly  being  informed  on  the  even- 
ing before,  that  the  King  would  come  to 
clofe  the  Seffions,  thought  it  necefTary  to  re^. 
gujate  finally,  the  ceremonial  to  be  obferved 
in  future  by  the  Legiflative  Body,  in  regard 
to  his  Majefty,  and  in  confequence  de- 
creed : — 

ift,  That  when  the  King  entered  the  Hall 
of  the  Legiflative  Body,  the  AlTembly 
fiiould  receive  him  flanding,  and  that  they 
ihould  be  feated  and  covered,  when  the  King 
was  feated  and  covered. 

2dly,  That  the  King  fhould  have  a  chair 
wrought  with  fieurs-de-lis,  placed  in  the 
middle  of  the  raifed  floor ;  that  the  Miniflers 
fhould  be  behind  him,  and  that  the  Pre- 
fident  fliould  be  on  his  right,  and  keep  his 
ufual  chair. 

3dly,  That  no  perfon  Ihould  addrefs  the 
King,  without  being  authorifed  by  an  ex- 
prefs  Decree  of  the  AlTembly  previoufly 
pafTed. 

While  they  were  waiting  the  arrival  of 
his  Majefty,  the  Department  and  Munici- 
pality 
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pality  of  Paris,  came  to  congratulate  the  Af. 
fembly  upon  the  happy  conclufion  of  their 
labours.  The  fate  which  has  attended  the 
Conftitution  of  1791,  renders  the  predic 
tions  and  eulogiums  addrelTed  to  its  authors 
by  the  fpeakers  of  the  two  Deputations  very 
remarkable. 

Gentlemen,"  faid  M.  Bailly,  the 
City  of  Paris  comes  for  the  lafl  time  to  offer 
its  homage  to  the  firfl:  Reprefentatives  of  a 
powerful  and  free  Nation.  You  have  been 
inverted  with  the  greateft  power  that  can  be 
beftowed  on  men.  You  have  ruled  the  def- 
tiny  of  all  the  French  ;  and  this  day  your 
power  expires.  But  another  day,  and  you 
will  be  no  more.  You  will  be  regretted 
difintereftedly  ;  you  will  be  praifed  with- 
out flattery,  not  by  us  our  children,  your 
good  deeds  muft  praife  you.  How  many 
memorable  days  do  you  leave  for  the  reflec- 
tion of  men !  What  days  were  thofe  in 
which  you  conftituted  the  flrfl:  R^prefenta- 
tion  of  the  French  Nation,  in  which  you 
fwore  before-hand  to  the  Conflitution,  while 
it  was  yet  in  the  womb  of  time,  and  in  your 
genius  !  Legiflators  of  France,  we  announce 
to  you  the  bleflSngs  of  poflerity,  which 

com- 
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commence  from  this  day.  You  will,  in 
the  ideas  of  men,  be  joined  and  mixed  with 
the  legiflators  of  Nations,  who  have  founded 
the  happinefs  of  their  country,  and  merited 
the  venemtion  of  ages.  Our  regret  will  fol- 
low you  as  well  as  our  admiration  and  our 
refped:," 

The  fpeaker  of  the  Department  {Paftoret) 
carried  the  hyperbole,  impofture  and  deli- 
rium ftill  farther.  Liberty,"  faid  he, 
**  had  fled  beyond  the  feas,  or  had  hidden 
herfelf  in  the  mountains.  You  have  raifed 
her  Throne  again  among  us.  Defpotifm 
had  effaced  all  the  pages  of  the  book  of  Na- 
ture ;  you  have  reftored  to  it  that  immortal 
declaration' — that  decalogue  of  Freemen  *. 
Proteftion  was  for  the  rich,  yet  'the  taxes 
which  was  the  price  of  protection,  was  only 
paid  by  the  poor.  They  were  even  fome- 
times  doubled  upon  them,  as  if  the  earth 
had  produced  two  harvefts You  have 
avenged  them  for  this  long  injuftice.  Equa- 
lity was  fo  altered,  that  even  the  defence  of 

ThLs  fine  dialogue  contains  feventcen  articles. 

\  This  is  a  grofs  calumnv.  Never  did  fuch  abufes 
cxift'in  Fraticc. 

the 
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the  country  was  confidered  as  a  privilege  1 
'now  every  citizen  has  become  a  foldier. 

'*  You  have  rendered  the  Miniftry  of  the- 
Altar  more  venerable,  after  it  had  been  de- 
graded, fometimes  by  the  indigence  of  the 
paftors,  and  fometimes  by  the  riches  of  the 
pontiffs.  Not  fatisfied  with  eftablifhing  the 
nobleft  Conftitution  in  the  world,  you  have 
given  yourfelves  up  to  fuch  labours  upon  the 
laws,  that  they  who  afpire  to  the  glory  of 
one  day  imitating  you,  have  perhaps  at  times 
faid,  in  the  jealous  tranfport  of  an  honour- 
able ambition,  what  Alexander  faid  of 
Philip:  he  will  leave  me  nothing  to  con- 
quer. 

**  More  than  one  Nation  begin  to  aroufe 
from  flavery.  Every  where  will  be  felt  this 
great  truth,  revealed  by  philofophy,  that 
the  ftrength  of  Tyrants  confifls  entirely  in 
the  patience  of  the  People.** 

At  three  o'clock,  the  King,  accompanied 
by  the  Minifters,  entered  theAlTembly.  The 
Hall  rang  with  clapping,  and  cries  of  Vive 
le  Roi !  which  were  repeated  with  tranf- 
ports  at  every  fentence  of  his  Majejfi:y*s 
fpeech,  which  was  as  follows  : 

Gen- 
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**  GENTLEMEN, 

**  After  finifliing  the  Conftitution,  you 
have  determined  that  this  day  fliall  end  your 
labours.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been  de- 
firable  that  this  Seffion  ftiould  have  conti- 
nued for  fome  time  longer,  that  you  might 
yourfelves  have  tried  your  work,  and  added 
to  your  labours,  thofe,  which  being  already 
prepared,  only  want  to  be  perfed:€d,  and  all 
thofe,  the  neceffity  of  which  might  have 
llruck  legiflators  enlightened  by  an  expe- 
rience of  almoft  three  years  ;  but  you  have 
doubtlefs  thought  it  of  importance  to  make 
the  interval  between  the  finifliing  of  the 
Conftitution,  and  the  end  of  the  labours  of 
the  Conftituent  Body,  as  lliort  as  poffiblc, 
in  order  to  mark  with  more  precilion  by  the 
contrail:,  the  difference  there  is  between  the 
fundions  of  the  Conftituent  Body  and  the 
duties  of  Legiflatures. 

Having  accepted  the  Conftitution, 
which  you  have  given  to  the  Kingdom,  I 
will  employ  all  the  ftrength  and  means  I 
have  received  from  it,  to  fecure  to  the  laws 
the  refped:  and  obedience  which  are  due  to 
them.  I  have  made  known  to  the  Foreign 
Powers  my  acceptance  of  the  Conftituti.on ; 

and 
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and  my  mind  is,  and  ever  will  be,  bent  on 
the  meafures  which  may  fecure  abroad  the 
fafety  and  tranquillity  of  the  Kingdom.  I 
will  not  be  lefs  vigilant  and  firm  in  caufing 
the  Conftitution  to  be  executed  at  home,  and  * 
in  preventing  it  from  being  altered. 
,  For  you.  Gentlemen,  who  in  a  long 
and  painful  career,  have  fliewn  an  indefa- 
tigable zeal  in  your  labours,  there  ftill  re- 
mains a  duty  to  fulfill,  when  you  are  dif- 
perfed  over  the  furface  of  this  Empire ;  that 
is,  to  teach  your  fellow  citizens  the  true  fpi- 
rit  of  the  laws  which  you  have  made  for 
them ;  to  fet  thole  right  who  mifcoaiceive 
them ;  to  purify  and  unite  all  opinions,  by 
the  example  you  will  fet  of  th«  love  of  or- 
der, and  fubmiffion  to  the  laws.  Gentle- 
men, when  you  are  returned  to  your  refpec- 
tive  hoines,  I  depend  upon  your  being  the 
interpreters  of  my  fentiments  to  your  fel- 
low citizens.  Tell  them  all,  that  the  King 
will  ever  be  their  firffc  and  moft  faithful 
friend;  that  he  requires  their  love;  and 
that  he  cannot  be  happy  but  with  them  and 
for  them.  The  hope  of  contributing  to  their 
happinefs  will  fufi;ain  my  courage,  as  the 
fatisfa(5tion  of  fucceeding  in  it  will  be  my 
:fweetefi:  recompence." 

2  '  "  After 
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After  the  acclamations  and  repeated  clap- 
ping, which  followed  the  King's  fpeech,  the 
Prefident  made  the  following  anfwer  to  his 
Majefty  : 

*'  Sire, 

**  The  National  AfTembly  having  attained 
the  period  of  their  career,  enjoy  at  this  mo- 
ment the  firft  fruits  of  their  labours. 

*'  Convinced  that  the  Government  moft 
congenial  to  France  is  that  which  reconciles 
the  refpedtable  prerogative  of  the  Throne 
with  the  unalienable  rights  of  the  People, 
they  have  given  the  State  a  Conftitution, 
which  equally  fecures  Royalty  and  the  Na- 
tional Liberty. 

The  fate  of  France  depends  upon  the 
fpeedy  confirmation  of  that  Conftitution  ; 
and  all  the  means  that  can  enfure  its  fuccefs, 
confpire  to  accelerate  it. 

**  Soon,  Sire,  fhall  the  civic  \vi{h  which  your 
Majefty  has  juftexprefifed,  be  accomplifhedj 
foon  returned  to  our  homes,  fliall  we  give 
examples  of  obedience  to  the  laws,  after 
having  made  them,  and  teach  that  there  can 
be  no  liberty,  but  in  refped;ing  the  Confti- 
tuted  Authorities. 

Our  fuccefTors,  charged  with  the  awful 

depofit 
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depofit  of  the  fafety  of  the  Empu'e,  will 
neither  mifconceive  the  objed  of  their  high 
miffion,  nor  its  Conftitutional  limits;  nor 
the  means  of  performing  it  well.  They 
are  and  they  will  always  Ihew  themfelves 
worthy  of  the  confidence  which  has  placed 
the  fate  of  the  Nation  in  their  hands. 

And  you,  Sire,  have  already  done 
nearly  every  thing.  Your  Majefty  has  put 
an  end  to  the  Revolution,  by  fo  fincere  and 

frank  an  acceptance  of  the  Conftitution.  

You  have  difcouraged  our  enemies  abroad  ; 
reftored  confidence  at  home;  re-eflabliflied 
the  mafter-fpring  of  Government,  and  pre. 
pared  a  ufeful  vigour  for  the  Adminiflra- 
tion. 

Your  heart.  Sire,  has  already  received 
the  reward  of  it ;  it  has  enjoyed  the  affed:- 
ing  fight  of  the  public  joy,  and  the  ardent 
teftimonies  of  the  gratitude  and  love  of  the 
French.  Thefe  fentiments,  neceffary  to  the 
happinefs  of  good  Kings,  are  due  to  you, 
Sire !  They  will  ever  be  yours  ;  and  their 
energy  will  increafe,  in  proportion  as  the 
Nation  fhall  enjoy  the  conftant  efforts  of 
your  Majefty,  to  fecure  the  common  happi- 
nefs. by  the  maintenance  of  the  Conflitu- 
tion." 

Vol.  IV.  B  b  Frefh 
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Frefh  clapping,  ftill  mixed  with  cries  of 
Vive  le  Roi !  attended  his  Majefty,  when 
he  left  the  Aflembly. 

Target^  then  read  the  minute  of  this  Sit- 
ting. As  foon  as  the  reading  was  over,  the 
Prefident  rofe,  and  pronounced  thefe  words 
in  the  mod  fl^lemn  tone  :  The  Conftituent 
**  National  Affembly  declare,  that  their  mif- 
^'  fion  h  finiOied,  and  that  they  terminate 
*'  their  Sittings  at  this  moment." 

At  leaving  the  Hall,  fome  hundreds  of 
women,  children,  and  the  patriots  of  the 
Galleries,  furrounded  Petion  and  Robef- 
pierre.  and  overwhelmed  them  with  careffes 
and  homage.  C\^/ic  Crowns  were  placed 
upon  their  head;  the  populace  unharnelTed 
their  horfes,  and  wanted  to  draw  their  carri- 
ages, but  they  had  the  modefly  to  refufe 
this  excefs  of  honour.  During  this  fcene, 
fome  of  the  principal  members  of  the  Con^ 
flitutional  Party,  formerly  objecfts  of  this 
popular  idolatry,  were  hilled,  hooted,  and 
infulted  by  the  multitude. 

Thus  terminated  this  guilty  Alfembly, 
whofe  vanity,  ambition,  cupidity,  ingrati- 
tude, ignorance,  and  audacity,  have  over- 
turned the  moil:  ancient  and  nobleft  Monar- 
chy of  Europe,  and  rendered  France  the 
3  Theatre 
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Theatre  of  every  crime,  of  every  calamity, 
and  of  the  moft  horrible  cataftrophes.  Can 
thefe  treacherous  Reprefentatives  ever  juftify 
themfelves  in  the  eyes  of  the  Nation,  for 
having  fo  unworthily  abufed  their  confidence 
and  their  powers  ? 

The  fubfequent  events  of  the  reign  of 
Louis  XVI.  took  place  after  my  nomination 
to  the  Miniftry,  and  are  related  very  cir- 
cumftantially  in  the  Private  Memoirs 
which  I  have  already  publiflied. 


THE  END. 
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